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ADVERTISEMENT 

BV    THE 

TRANSLiATOR. 

IH  A  V  E  never  met  with  the  following 
Letters,  between  Prince  Auguftus  Wil- 
liam and  Frederic  IL  in  Englifh ;  nor  do  I 
believe  they  have  been  publifhed  in  our  lan- 
guage, though,  as  far  aa  they  relate  to  the 
character  of  the  monarchy  they  are  exceed* 
ingly  interefting.  The  Introdudory  Nar- 
rative, that  precedes  them,  has  the  moft  au- 
thentic mark  of  having  been  written  by  the 
Prince  himfelf,  which  is  that  of  a  man  who 
ipeaks  feelingly,  yet  with  all  the  caution, 
reflraint,  and  delicacy,  which  circumflances 
and  his  fituation  infpired.  The  explana«« 
tory  notes,  to  the  Letters,  are  likewife  by  the 
Prince.  The  whole  was  publifhed  by  him- 
felf, as  a  j  unification  of  his  condud:,  and  as 
the  ncccflary  fafeguard  of  his  honour. 
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AND 
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PRINCE    ROYAL    OF    PRUSSIA. 


INTRODUCrORT  NARRATIVE. 

Some  days  after  the  unfortunate  battle 
of  Kolin,  on  the  iSth  of  June,  in  1757,  ^^^ 
majefty  gave  me  to  underftand,  by  letter,  he 
had  determined  to  confide  the  vanquilhed  army, 
with  an  augmentation  of  fome  regiments,  to 
me. 

I  was  then  at  the  camp  of  Leutmeritz,  with 

marlhal  Keith.     The  king;  arrived  there  on  the 
27th  of  June.     He  fent  for  me  into  his  apart- 
ment, and  converted  with  me  on  all  the  orders 
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which  he  had  given  for  my  condud.  He  had 
a.  map  of  Bohemia  before  him.  I  endeavoured 
perfeftly  lo  remember  every  diing  he  faid ;  and, 
after  returning  home,  I  wrote  to  him  thati  it 
being  poffible  I  might  not  have  perfectly  under- 
ftood  his  orders,  I  had  taken  the  liberty  to  draw 
up  a  memorandum,  on  a  folded  (heet,  and  that 
he  might  mark  in  the  margin  any  omiffion  I 
might  have  made,  or  erafe  any  paflage  in  which 
I  had  committed  any  miftake. 

My  letter  was  very  well  received,  and  the 
king  himfelf  told  me  he  would  make  ibme  ad* 
ditions. 

I  hoped  the  king  would  fign  this  memorial, 
which  might  ferve  me  as  inftmdtions. 

I  had  orders  to  depart,  on  the  29th  of  June, 
with  a  thoufand  waggons,  loaded  with  flour, 
and  efcorted  by  two  battalions  and  a  hundred 
huflars,  under  the  aufpipes  of  God  and  fortune. 

Being  with  the  king,  to  bid  hjm  farewel,  and 
about  to  depart,  he  gave  me  a  roll  of  paper, 
which  I  was  in  hafte  to  open.  How  great  was 
my  aftonilhment  to  fee  my  memorial,  without 
having  been  figned  by  the  king,  or  without  a 
word  under  his  hand  !  I  departed  therefore  with- 
out inftrudions,  and  committed  tnyfelf  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  king,  who  continued  frtt  t» 
approve,  or  to  reprehend^  my  adions* 

The^ 


The  ioftrudions  which  the  king  had  pvea 
me  by  word  of  mouth,  enjoined  me^-^ 

I.  To  maintain  the  poft  of  Jung-Buntzlau  as 
long  as  I  poffibly  couldi 

£.  There  to  load  the  waggons  with  bread-  foi^ 
ten  days,  that,  (hould  it  be  neceflary  for  me  to 
pa&  into  Sileiia,  the  army  might  have  fufficient 
provifion,  till  it  (hould  arrive  in  the  environs  o^ 
Schweidnitz,  firom  which  place  it  might  draw 
more. 

3*  To  fend  to  general  Brandeis,  to  haften  hi^ 
inarch,  and  to  conduft  the  convoy  of  flour, 
which  was  coming  from  Silefia  to  the  army, 
through  Zittau. 

4«  To  reconnoitre  the  roads ;  that,  id  cafe  I 
(hould  wilh  to  join  the  king  at  Leutmerits,  ot 
kis  majefty  (hould  wi(h  to  join  me,  the  ma* 
noeuvre  might  be  eafily  put  in  execution. 

The  governors  of  the  fortrefles  in  Silefia,  and 
the  chamber  of  Breflau^  had  orders  to  fend  their 
reports  to  me.  I  was  provided  with  cyphers, 
that  the  correfpondence  might  be  carried  on 
with  fafety. 

After  three  days  march,  I  arrived,  on  the  firft 
of  July,  at  the  camp  of  Buntzlau,  where  I  found 
things  in  a  very  different  ilate  to  the  account 
tt^hich  had  been  given  of  them  to  me,  by  the 
king*    There  was  not  a  bu(hel  of  flour  in  the 
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magazine ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  dearth  of 
provifions  throughout  the  camp  was  univerfal : 
and  there  was  almoft  certain  information  that 
the  enemy  intended  to  inclofe  us,  which  might 
eafily  be  performed,  according  to  the  fituation 
of  the  camp. 

I  wrote  the  letter  No  I.  to  the  king;  and  on 
the  3d  of  July  I  began  my  march,  toward  the 
camp  of  Neufchlofs,  which  aft  .his  majefty  did 
not  diftpprove. 

General  Winterfeld,  in  whom  the  king  placed 
confidence,  advifed  me  to  retreat  dill  another 
march,  and  fix  my  camp  at  Leipa.  I  followed 
his  advice;  becaufe,  by  this  motion,  I  approach- 
ed the  magazine  of  Zittau,  and  thus  greatly  fa- 
cilitated the  arrival  of  the  convoy. 

I  placed  garrifons  in  the  caftles  of  Gabel  and 
Reichftadt,  to  fecure  the  road,  of  Zittau. 

General  Brandeis  fortunately  arrived  with  the 
convoy,  and  brought  us  flour. fufficient  for  ten 
days. 

The  king  wrote  me  the  letter  dated  July  the 
7th,  in  which  he  very  much  difapproved  my 
having  quitted  the  camp  of  Neufchlofs. 

We  had  advice  of  the  enemy,  and  that  prince 
Charles  had  joined  marflial  Daun,  with  the  army 
which  had  been  blockaded  in  Prague;  that 
they  had  pafled  the  Elbe,  near  Brandeis,  and 

direfted 
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diredicd  their  march  along  the  Ifer ;  that  their 
general  quarters  were  at  Klaffer,  a  place  in  the 
vicinity  of  Munchengraetz ;  that  general  Mo- 
rotz,  with  the  huflars,  had  been  detached  to 
Nimes ;  and  that  general  Beck  had  taken  poft 
near  Neufchlofs,  with  a  corps  of  regulars,  and 
fome  pandours.  It  was  further  faid,  that  the 
corps  of  Nadafti-  had  marched  to  Leutmeritz, 
and  that  general  Keil  had  paffed  into  Silefia, 
with  ten  thoufand  men. 

From  thefe  reports  it  was  not  difficult  to  divine 
the  intention  of  the  enemy.  I  wrote  to  inform  the 
king  that,  according  to  the  pofition  of  the  foe,  it 
feemed  to  be  his  purpofe  to  cut  me  off  from 
Zirtau ;  and  that  he  would  fucceed  in  this  more 
eafily,  (hould  he  fix  his  camp  near  Nimes ;  but 
that,  (hould  I  immediately  caufe  the  army  to 
Occupy  the  poft  of  Gabel,  his  defign  on  Zittau 
might  be  fruftrated,  1  not  then  having  more 
than  one  march  to  arrive  at  the  place.  The 
anfwer  which  the  king  returned,  on  the  third, 
will  be  feen. 

I  a  fecond  time  wrote  on  the  2d ;  the  anfwer 
to  which,  dated  the  4th,  did  not  arrive  till  fome 
days  afterward. 

Perceiving  the   king  abfolutely  determined 

.that  I  (hould  not  quit  the  camp  of  Leipa,  noc- 

withftanding  the  necelTity  there  was  to  cover  the 
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migftzine  of  Zittau  I  formed  the  plan  of  dt« 
iraching  a  corps  of  twelve  battalions,  and  foaio 
fquadrons,  to  occupy  the  camp  of  Gabel ;  and 
this  detachment  was  to  have  departed  on  the  1 3th* 

On  the  night  of  the  1 2th,  I  received  the  fatal 
letter  from  the  king,  dated  the  i  oth,  in  which 
be  commanded  me  to  march  a  con£derable 
corps  toward  Tetfchen,  becaufe  he  believed 
the  enemy  meant  to  attack  that  place.  This 
order  was  a  thunder-flroke  to  me,  for  I  forefaw 
the  misfortune  that  would  follow.  The  detach- 
ment enfeebled  the  army  fo  much,  that,  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  I  could  not  fpare  s^ 
fingle  regiment,  without  expofing  myfelf  to 
danger. 

On  the  14th,  it  was  requifitc  to  fend  our  wa- 
gons to  Zittau, .  to  obtain  flour  for  ten  days.— » 
General  Putkammer  had  orders  to  efcort  them, 
with  two  battalions.  Winterfeld,  to  whom  I 
had  given  the  command  of  the  corps  that  was  to 
fuccour  Tetfchen,  had  arrived  at  Kamnitz,  He 
fent  me  word  that  every  thing  was  quiet  in  thofe 
quarters ;  and  that  he  bad  fpokcn  to  fbme  men 
who  came  from  Tetfchen,  and  who  affirmed 
they  had  not  feen  a  fingle  man  of  th?  enemy. 
Therefore  the  king  had  been  wrongly  informed. 

Morotz,  who,^s  I  have  juft  faid,  held  the  poft 
of  Nimcs,  rendered  the  communication  with 

Gabd 
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Gabd  very  difficult*  I  could  obtain  no  intel- 
ligence.    A  mefleoger  muft  necefTarily  have  an 

efcort  of  thirty  huilars^  and  twelve  grenadiers. 

*  • 

There  were  two  defiles  to  pafs ;  news  was  often 
brought  me  by  people  difguifed,  who  were 
obliged  to  make  great  circuits. 

On  the  I4th9  I  received  fome  advice  from 
Gabd.  In  the  morning,  between  five  and  fix,  I 
heard  a  heavy  cannonading  on  the  fide  of  Reich* 
ftadt,  by  which  our  convoy  was  to  pafs,  and  fboa 
after  general  Putkammer  km  me  word  that  he 
was  oppofed  by  a  corps  of  regular  troops* 

I  immediately  ordered  three  battalions  to  arms^ 
and  a  re^ment  of  dragoons  to  mount,  and  fent 
thefc  forces  under  the  command  of  genend 
Leftwitz,  bidding  him  endeavour  to  relieve  the 
convoy,  and  to  follow  it  till  he  Ibould  fee  that 
its  van  had  attained  the  lad  defile  of  GabeL 

I  fent  to  general  Winterfeld,  enjoining  him 
CO  inarch  his  detachment  to  the  army,  without 

delay. 

The  enemy  no  fooner  perceived  the  approach 
of  general  Leftwifz  than  he  retreated,  and  ap- 
peared to  defift  from  his  attempt  on  the  convoy. 
General  Leftwitz  returned  to  the  annp  in  the 
afternoon,  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had 
drawn  in  his  horns,  and  that  the  convoy  con- 
tinued its  nuurch  unmolefted. 
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Between  five  and  fix,  we  heard  a  grand  AiC* 
charge  of  artillery  and  fmall  arms.     I  was  not  a 
little  embarraffed,  not  doubting  but  that  the 
convoy   was  attacked  near  Gabel ;   and  foon 
after  I  faw  the  five  fquadrons  of  huffars,  which 
I  had  detached  to  Gabel,  coming  full  trot,  by 
private  paths  and  circuitous  ways,  who  told  me 
that  they  could  not  pafs  the  high  road,  becaufe 
the  enemy  held  the  defiles*     The  major,  who 
commanded  thefe  huffars,  reported  that  general 
Putkammer,  being  arrived  at  Gabel,  had  met  a 
corps  of  regulars,  that  had  affaulted  him  by  a 
c?innonading ;  that  he  had  found  much  difficulty 
in  conducing  the  two  battalions  and  a  part  of 
the  waggons  to  Gabel;  that  another  corps  at 
the  fame  time  had  attacked  the  town,  and  that 
the  whole  army  of  marftial  Daun,  in  conjunftion 
with  that  of  prince  Charles,  was  encamped  near 
Nimes.     This  major  was  much  aftonilhed  to 
hear  that  the  great  number  of  couriers,  whom 
he  had  fent  to  give  me  this  information,  had 
none  of  them  arrived. 

I  affembled  the  beft  informed  generals,  to 
know  their  opinions  on  the  manner  in  which  it 
■was  neceffary  to  aft  ;  for  it  was  an  affair  of  con- 
fequence. 

Winterfcld  excufed  his  attendance,  by  alleg- 
ing his  wounds  and  fatigues,  faying  that  there 

would 
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would  be  time  enough  to  deliberate  on  the 
morrow  • 

The  refolutions  that  remained  for  us  to  take 

were — . 

1.  To  march  with  the  whole  army  to  Gabel, 
to  fupport  that  place ;  which  appeared  morally 
impoffible,  becaufe,  during  the  march,  our  flank 
muft.  have  been  prefented  to  the  enemy,  we 
muft  have  pafled  through  defiles,  and  have  at- 
tacked twenty  thoufand  men  with  twenty- five 
thoufand  *. 

2.  To  join  the  king  at  Leutmeritz  ;  in  which 
cafe  we  ihould  abandon  Zittau,  with  the  ma* 
gazine  and  the  garrifon. 

.  3*  To  march  to  Zittau  through  Kamnitz  and 
Rumburg;  which  laft  refolution  feemed  to  ht 
the  only  one  that  could  fave  the  army,  and  per- 
haps Zittau  itfelf. 

After  having  well  weighed  the  affair,  and 
confulted  thofe  who  knew  the  country,  I  made 
every  difpofition  for  the  march.  The  van- 
guard was  committed  to  general  Schmettau, 
with  orders  to  gain  the  town  of  Zittau  as  foon 
as  poffible,  and  to  occupy  the  Eckcrlberg,  which 
is  an  important  poft.  The  baggage,  efcorted 
by  feveral  battalions,  was  to  follow  th?  van- 

*  There  18  furely  fome  miftakc  :n  numbers,  here;  the 
combined  armies  of  mariLal  Daun  and  prince  Charles  muH 
have  greatly  exceeded  twenty  thouftnd.         T, 

guard. 
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guard.     General  Winterfeld  was  to  follow  the 
baggage,  and  form  the  van-guard  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  army,  with  fome  battalions.     We 
could  only  march  in  one  column,  becaufe  the . 
roads  were  impradicable. 

Being  uncertain,  relative  to  the  fate  of  Gabel, 
I  followed  the  advice  of  general  Winterfeld, 
and  fent  general  Rebentifch  thither,  with  thre6 
battalions,  t^at  he  might  endeavour  to  gain  cer«- 
tain  intelligence.  Scarcely  had  this  general  ar- 
rived among  the  hills,  half  a  mile  diflant  from 
the  camp,  before  he  faw  a  corps  of  the  enemy, 
marching  full  fpee^  to  cut  him  off.  I  was 
obliged  immediately  to  fend  general  Manteuf- 
fel,  with  three  additional  battalions,  toward 
which  general  Rebentifch  retired,  and  which 
covered  his  retreat.  He  brought  me  one  of  the 
townfmen  of  Gabel,  who  related  that  the  garri- 
fon,  after  a  brifk  defence,  wanting  powder,  had 
been  obliged  to  capitulate.  Four  battalions  at- 
tacked by  an  army  can,  o(  courfe,  capitulate 
no  otherwife  than  by  furrendering  themfelves 

prifoncrs. 

The  van-guard,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Schmettau,  began  its  march  on  the  15th  in 
the  evening.  It  would  have  marched  fooner, 
could  bread  have  fooner  been  baked ;  which 
circumftance  occafioned  the  delay. 

1  intended  to  have  followed,  with  the' army, 
'4  »t 
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jat  day-break ;  but  I  lofl  all  hope  of  this,  when 
on  the  17  th,  at  five  in  the  morning,  I  favr 
the  laft  baggage  wagons  were  ftill  in  the 
camp.  To  facilitate  the  march  in  queftion,  and 
aflume  a  good  fituation,  for  I  had  a  great  deal 
of  ground  to  cover,  I  made  a  motion  with 
my  right  wing,  and  ftationed  my  camp  on  the 
heights  of  Oberlibicb,  where  I  had  a  defile  in 
front. 

On  the  1 8th  the.  army  marched,  in  one  co- 
lumn, to  Kamnitz.  The  baggage,  which  filed 
off  through  Kreywitz,  was  attacked  near  HafleL 
The  fears  and  the  3iforder  of  the  camp  followers, 
who  always  fuppdfe  the  danger  greater  than  it 
really  is,  occafioned  feveral  waggons  to  flop 
tsich  other,  and  to  break  down.  Many  of  the 
pontons  were  overthrown ;  the  enemy  pillaged 
much  of  the  baggage,  and  took  a  good  number 
of  horfes.  The  pandours,  who  had  taken  poft 
behind  an  abatis  haftily  thrown  up,  fired  on  our 
men,  while  others  attacked  the  baggage.  Our 
free  company  and  chafleurs  marched  round  the 
^tis,  attacked  the  pandours,  and  obliged  them 
to  retire. 

As  the  baggage  entirely  Hopped  up  the  road, 
we  were  obliged  to  deftroy  the  waggons,  and 
leave  all  of  them  there,  except  fuch  as  we  could 
fiof  do  without,    General  Wimerfeld  caufed  the 

van- 
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van-guard  to  be  followed  by  workmen  to  break 
down  the  abatis,  and  to  repair  the  roads.     Mod 
of  the  pontons,  not  well  provided  with  horfes, 
were  broken  to  pieces. 
Two  reafons  induced  us  to  haften  our  march: 

1.  We  had  only  bread  enough  for  ten  days. 

2.  Every  effort  muft  be  made,  to  be  before 
the  enemy  at  Zittau. 

On  the  1 9th,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  gene- 
ral Winterfeld  fent  to  inform  me  that  the  roads 
were  cleared.  The  army  began  its  march,  and 
the  van- guard  haftened  to  gain  the  heights  of 
Kreywitz- 

Scarcely  had  the  army  decamped  before  ge- 
neral Winterfeld  fent  to  let  me  know  that  he 
few  a  corps,  provided  with  cannon  and  cavalry, 
about  fix  thoiifand  ftrong,  coming  from  the  fide 
of  Zittau ;  that  he  imagined  this  corps  meant 
to  gain  Kreywitz,  but  that  he  would  ufe  every 
effort  to  prevent  fuch  an  attempt. 

To  reinforce  general  Winterfeld,  I  ordered 
thirteen  battalions  and  two  regiments  of  horfe 
to  march,  by  another  road,  which  was  (horter 
tlian  that  taken  by  the  army. 

This  road  was  only  a  kind  of  wide  path,  that 
led  over  rocks.  The  battalions  marched  with- 
out anrllery,  or  guard  regiments. 

We  joined  general  Winterfeld  in  lime. 

5  The 
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The  head  of  the  army  having  pafled  the  vil- 
lage of  Haflel,  we  heard  a  firing  of  mufketry, 
and  fome  difcharges  of  artillery.  This  pro- 
ceeded from  a  corps  of  pandours,  that  had  con- 
cealed themfelves  in  the  foreft  of  Kaltenberg, 
and  who  fired  when  the  laft  battalion  of  the 
van^guard,  which  was  that  of  Brunfwick,  was 
about  to  enter  the  defile,  to  cover  the  march  of 
the  regiment  of  Wurtenberg  dragoons.  The 
battahon  drew  up,  and  charged  the  pandours  j 
the  dragoons  took  poft  on  a  height  near  the  bat- 
talion ;  the  prince  of  Wurtenberg  had  a  horfe 
killed  under  him,  but  received  no  injury  him- 
felf. 

As  foon  as  the  array  arrived,  I  fent  general 
Leftwitz,  with  three  battalions,  to  fupport  that 
of  Brunfwick,  and  to  fruftrate  the  pillage  of  the 
pandours.  Scarcely  had  thefe  battalions  enter- 
ed the  foreft,  before,  after  a  charge  that  continued 
z  quarter  of  an  hour,  every  thing  became  quiet. 
Night  came  on,  and  the  defile  we  had  to  pafs 
extended  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  I  took  care  not 
to  make  this  march  during  night ;  becaufe,  oa 
the  lead  noife,  the  diforder  would  have  been 
inevitable  ;-add  to  which,  all  the  roads  were 
blocked  up,  by  waggons,  fo  that  none  of  the 
artillery  could  pafs. 

I  took  the  refolution  to  poft  the  regiments  on 

the 
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the  Kaltenberg^  as  well  as  it  was  poffible.  The 
cavalry  encamped,  furrounded  by  the  infiuitry, 
which  I  had  placed  round  the  mountain*  The 
forefl  and  all  the  avenues  were  guarded  by  pi- 
quets,  and  advanced  pods ;  no  tents  were  ere6):« 
cd,  becaufe  the  ground  was  too  narrow*  Our 
men  were  veiy  ill  at  their  eafe ;  they  had  been 
harafled  on  their  march^  had  neither  bread  nor 
water,  and  lay  in  the  open  field ;  which  was  one 
of  the  caufes  of  the  great  defertion* 

One  ci  the  horfe  chafleurs  of  the  king  came 
to  requeft  I  would  fend  fome  huflars  with  him, 
iajring  he  hoped  to  find  a  road,  which  led  round 
the  mountain,  that  was  held  by  the  dragoons 
of  Wurtenberg.  He  had  judged  rightly,  and 
brought  me  word  that,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain,  there  was  ground  fpacious  enough 
to  encamp  a  regiment  in  front,  and  three  or 
four  regiments  in  the  rear.  .This  difcovery  gav6 
me  miK^i  pleafure,  becaufe  it  freed  me  from 
fome  regimeflts,  we  being  too  much  confined. 

The  fame  chafleur  came  a  fecond  time,  to 
aik  an  efcort  of  hufiTars,  and  found  a  road  that  led 
to  Krey  witz.  This  road  was  fo  little  beaten  that 
I  imagined  it  was  long  fince  it  had  b^en  pafled  by 
any  perfon  ;  but  the  difcovery  made  me  deter- 
mine to  march  in  two  columns. 
.  General  Leitwitz  fent  to  tell  me  that  he  had 

happily 
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happily  joined  general  Winterfeld.  We  were 
ceitain  that  the  pandours  had  quitted  the  defile 
that  they  held  the  day  before^  and  difpoiitioQs 
were  made  that  a  part  of  the  army  might  take 
the  road  of  the  van*guard>  and  that  the  other 
column  might  pafs  by  that  which  the  chaileur 
Iiad  difcovered.  An  additional  battalion  was 
fent  to  examine  the  foreft,  and  workmen  were 
ordered  to  carry  off  the  waggons^  that  had  been 
broken  down. 

In  fine,  on  the  aoth^  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  whole  army  was  on  its  march,  and 
the  two  columns  fafely  arrived  without  a  blow 
hear  Krey  witz,  where  the  van-guard  already  was 
encamped.  Not  having  any  bread  for  the  day, 
we  gave  two  gros  to  each  man. 

In  the  afternoon,  general  Winterfeld  de- 
camped, with  the  van-guard  that  had  taken  reft^ 
and  I  gave  him  orders  to  proceed  as  far  as  he 
could,  without  fatiguing  his  men;  the  army 
followed  by  brigades,  in  order  that  one  regiment 
might  take  as  much  reft  as  another.  We  pailed 
Kreywit^,  and  were  obliged  to  afcend  a  hill,  on 
which  we  every  where  difcovered  broken  wag- 
gons. 

General  Winterfeld  advanced  the  fame  day 
to  Rumburg,  and  I  caufed  the  army  to  encamp 
near  the  village  of  Schoenlinde,    The  pandours 

had 


l6  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS.     * 

had  taken  poft  in  a  wood,  and  fkirmifhed  all 
night  long  with  our  chaffeurs,  and  free  company, 
without  doing  them  any  injury. 

A  battalion  of  grenadiers,  formed  of  Saxoni, 
that  covered  the  baggage,  the  fame  day  afforded 
a  mark  of  its  fidelity.  It  was  fent  to  keep  the 
wood,  and  the  whob  battalion,  two  hundred 
men  excepted,  laid  down  their  arms,  and  paflcd 
over  to  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I  was  informed 
by  general  Winterfeld  that  the  army  might 
fliorten  the  road,  (hould  we  leave  Rumburg  on 
the  left,  and  march  immediately  to  the  heights 
of  Unterherinerfdorf,  where  he  would  wait  with 
the  van- guard  for  our  arrival. 

On  the  fame  day  I  learned,  from  general 
Schmettau,  that  he  had  arrived  on  the  1 9th  at 
Zittau,  where  he  had  found  a  corps  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
of  Arenberg,  who  were  there  before  him.  He 
faw  the  infantry  ported  on  the  Eckerfberg,  b)^ 
which  he  was  cannonaded  without  effeft ;  and 
about  thirty  fquadrons  made  a  (hew  of  attacking 
him  in  flank  and  rear.  The  general,  not  find- 
ing any  good  pod  which  he  could  alTume, 
caufed  all  his  troops  to  enter  the  town,  and,  be- 
ing in  want  of  forage,  he  fent  away  the  cavalry, 
on  the  20th,  with  orders  to  join  general  Winter- 
feld. 

The 
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The  van-guard  proceeded  as  far  a$  Spitzkan- 
herfdorf,  and  the  army  encamped  op  the  heights 
of  Unterhennerfdorf,  by  the  fide  of  a  pond^ 
that  the  men  might  not  want  water. 

General  Schmettau  fent  intelligence  that  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  enemy's  army  had  arrived 
on  the  1 2th ;  that  the  Auftrian  camp  extended 
from  Grothau  to  Gifmanfdorf,  having  Neifs  in 
front;  and  that  prince  Charles  had  fummoned 
the  town,  and  had  received  the  ufual  anfwer. 

The  army  marched  on  the  a  2d  at  day-break, 
and  the  little  baggage  that  remained  had  orders 
to  follow.  Being  arrived  on  the  height  of  Kal- 
berbuch,  we  difcovered  the  enemy's  camp  be- 
yond the  Neifle,  and  two  cdnfiderable  corps, 
.one  of  which  was  pofted  on  this  fide  the  Neiffe, 
and  the  other  on  this  fide  of  the  Eckerfberg. 
Soon  after  a  corps  of  German  cavalry  approached^ 
file  by  file,  from  the  plab,  to  obferve  our  mo- 
tions. 

The  head  of  the  van-guard  advanced  as  far 
as  Herbfdorf,  where  the  enemy  had  placed  in« 
fantry,  with  artillery,  in  the  burial-ground.  For 
this  reafon,  we  thought  proper  to  wheel  to  the 
left,  and  march  round  the  village,  which  is  very 
long;  accordingly  fo  we  did.  The  enemy^s 
cavalry,  that  had  obferved  us,  took  poft  on  a 
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height  at  the  end  of  the  village  of  HcrbfcJorf, 
on  the  right. 

When  we  had  made  the  tour  of  the  village, 
and  had  recx>vered  the  right,  at  the  end  of  the 
faid  village,  the  head  of  the  column  was  ordered 
to  halt,  and  the  generals  were  afTembled,  to  deli- 
berate on  the  means  of  marching,  to  procure 
bread  from  Zittau. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  general  Winterfeld  that 
the  army  (hould  march  in  two  columns,  by  the 
fide  of  Herbfdorf,  which  we  muft  leave  on  our 
left,  and  approach  Zittau  with  the  right  wing 
of  the  army ;  affirming  that  we  might  then 
obtain  bread  without  danger. 

The  generals,  who  knew  the  ground,  objefted 
that,  Ihould  we  march  with  the  whole  army  in 
the  plain,  and  (hould  the  enemy  be  concealed 
in  the  ravines,  at  the  foot  of  Eckeriberg,  we 
ftiould  be  obliged  to  face  about,  as  foon  as  they 
(hould  leave  their  ambufcade,  in  which  cafe  our 
right  wing  would  be  molefted  by  the  cavalry, 
that  had  obferved  our  march,  and  behind  which 
we  could  not  fay  whether  there  might  not  be 
likewife  infentry  concealed,  and  our  left  would 
be  entirely  expofed  to  the  artillery  of  Eckerf- 
berg ;  (hould  the  enemy  ftill  (brther  detach  a 
corps,  to  occupy  the  heights  that  we  held,  the 

whole 
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whole  army  would  be  fo  enclofed  that  it  would 
find  it  very  difficult  to  extricate  itfelf. 

While  we  were  deliberating,  the  enemy  re- 
lieved us  from  our  uncertainty,  by  caufing  many 
troops  to  file  oflf  behind  Sieferfdorf,  which  troops 
approached  the  heights  that  fupported  the  Au- 
ftrian  left  wing.  This  motion  determined  the 
pofition  it  was  neceflary  we  fliould  take;  Our 
left:  remained  oii  the  heights  where  we  were, 
having  Oderwitz  in  the  rear ;  a  battalion  occu- 
pied an  old  redoubt,  and  the  right  wing  pro* 
ceeded  along  the  village  of  Herbfdorf,  which 
the  enemy  had  abandoned; 

General  Winterfeld  marched  with  fome  bat- 
talions toward  Zittau,  from'  which  place  general 
Schmettau  made  a  fally,  with  two  battalions,  to 
meet  him,  and  bring  fufficient  bread  for  the 
army,  for  a  day  and  a  halt  The  enemy  can- 
nonaded general  Winterfeld,  without  doing  him 
any  harm^ 

When  all  the  polls  were  occupied^  the  beft 
meafures  had  been  taken,  and  the  ground  had 
been  profited  by,  not  being  more  than  a  cannon 
fhot  diftant  from  the  foe,  the  men  were  ordered 
not  to  ereft  their  tents,  nor  to  undrefs  them- 
fclves.  The  corps  of  cavalry,  which  the  enemy 
had  polled  on  the  heights  of  our  right  wing,  re- 
tired at  the  approach  of  general  Winterfeld. 

C  2  Thefc 
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Thcfc  heights  were  occupied  by  our  men,  and 

we  there  fupported  our  right  wing. 

The  enemy  filed  off  troops  all  the  day,  over 
the  little  bridge  of  Schonau.  In  the  evening, 
almoft  the  whole  Auftrian  army  was  on  this  fide 
of  the  river,  fronting  us.  Several  deferters  af- 
firmed that  orders  had  been  given  not  to  ereft 
the  tents.  We  imagined  we  (hould  be  attacked 
on  the  morrow,  as  was  natural  to  be  fuppofed, 
from  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  in  numbers. 

The  batteries  of  the  enemy  being  ready,  the 
town  of  Zittau  was  hotly  bombarded,  on  the 
2  2d,  and  was  all  on  fire  about  noon.  The  gar- 
rifon  was  not  fired  upon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13d,  when  every  thing 
was  calm,  I  ordered  the  camp  to  be  traced, 
and  tents  to  be  erefted.  The  enemy  did  the 
fame.  ^ 

General  RebcDtifch  was  commanded  to  march 
to  Zittau,  with  fome  battalions,  and  to  conduct 
the  army  waggons  thithel-,  that  they  might  be 
loaded  with  bread  and  flour.  The  excefs  of 
heat,  and  the  half-burnt  houies,  which  fell  in 
ruins  on  each  other,  prevented  the  execution  of 
this  order. 

About  one  o'clock,  the  governor  fent  to  in- 
form me  that  the  heat,  occafioned  by  the  confla- 
gration, rendered  it  impoflible  for  him  longer 

to 
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to  keep  the  place^  and  that  he  waited  new  or- 
ders. 

1  returned  for  anfwer  he  muft  maintain  his  poft 
as  long  as  he  poffibly  could,  and  that  he  muft  then 
quit  the  town,  with  the  garrifon,  and  march  to 
join  the  army.  This  was  executed  in  the  evening. 
The  fix  battalions  that  compofed  the  garrifon 
fortunately  arrived,  without  having  loft  a  finglc 
man,  by  any  attempts  of  the  enemy,  but  many 
by  defertion.  A  battalion  of  grenadiers,  formed 
from  the  Saxon  regimejits,  beat  the  chamade, 
forced  the  Frauenthor,  and  fled  toward  the 
enemy,  except  about  a  hundred  men,  who  alfo 
arrived  at  the  army. 

Colonel  Diezeliky,  who  was  the  commander, 
was  cut  off  from  his  nj^n,  by  a  houfe  that  had 
been  thrown  down ;  and  he  and  the  divifion, 
which  guarded  the  colours,  were  taken  pri- 
foncrs ;  ^  was  alfo  the  elder  major  Kleift,  of  the 
regiment  of  the  margrave  Henry  ,with  the  colours. 

The  whole  town  of  Zittau  was  laid  in  afties, 

while  wp  were  unable  to  afford  it  any  fuccour ; 

it  was  bombarded  by  the  enemy  on  the  other 

fide,  to  which  wc  could  not  march,  without 

making  the  army  file  off.    Unable  to  fave  the 

flour,  and  having  only  bread  for  half  a  day, 

nothing  remained  for  us  but  to  decamp  as  faft 

gs  poifible. 

C  3  The 
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The  following  difpofition  was  made  : 

On  the  24th,  at  fix  in  the  evening,  general 
Schultz  marched,  with  fome  battalions,  fomc 
huffars,  and  the  army  baggage.  The  ten  bat- 
talion;5  and  the  thirty  fquadrons  that  compofed 
the  van- guard,  under  the  command  of  general 
Winterfeld,  were  to  take  arms  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  army  was  to  march,  in  one  column,  at 
midnight. 

The  rear-guard,  twelve  battalions  and  twenty 
fquadrons  ftrong,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
rals Leftwitz  and  Ziethen,  was  to  occupy  the 
heights,  and  cover  the  march  of  the  army. 

The  army  was  to  march  \o  the  left,  leaving  a 
^oreft,  named  Wood-royal,  on  the  right,  and  to 
pafs,  at  the  diftance  of  a  garter  of  a  mile,  round 
the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  to  attain  the  high 
road  tfiat  leads  through  Rupperfdorf,  Herrnhut, 
Strahwald,  and  Locbau. 

This  difpofition  was  happily  executed  on  the 
a4th  and  25th ;  except  that,  in  the  dark,  fome 
regiments  of  the  van- guard  croffed  each  other, 
and  loft  the  road  of  the  rendezvous;  whence  it 
happened  that  the  army,  which  was  to  have 

departed  at  midnight,  did  not  march  before 
morning. 

We  all  imagined  our  rear-giiard  would  be 
furioufly  attacked.    It  may  be  faid  we  were  at 

th« 
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the  difcretion  of  the  enemy,  who  might  have 
made  a  difpofition  that  would  have  much  re- 
tarded us,  and  againft  which  his  fuperiority  oi 
ftrength  muft  undoubtedly  have  interdifted  felf- 
defence.  But  this  alarm  was  vain  ;  the  enemy 
did  not  difturb  us,  and  we  made  our  march 
without  any  ill  accident.  Our  rear-guard  was 
followed  by  only  fome  five  hundred  huflars, 
who  haraffed  our  free  company. 

The  army  arrived  in  the  camp  of  Lxcbau,  an 
hour  after  midnight,  where  general  Schultz  al- 
ready was,  with  the  baggage,  without  having 
Joft  a  fingle  waggon. 

On  th^  26th  the  c^mp  halted,  and  bread  ar- 
rived from  Budiffin. 

On  the  27th  we  marched  to  Budiffin.  General 
Winterfeld  encamped,  with  the  van-guard,  on 
the  heights  of  Hochkirchen,  which  poll  fecured 
a  communication  with  the  town  of  JLoebau,  in 
cafe  the  king  fliould  have  41?  intf  ntioq  tq  aflume 
this  camp. 

On  the  28th,  general  Wintcrfeld  decamped, 
at  the  approach  of  a  corps  of  the  enemy,  and 
came  to  join  the  army  near  Budiffin.  I  learned 
that  the  king  had  arrived  there,  with  fixtecn 
battalions  and  twenty-eight  fquadrons. 

On  the  29th  he  fent  his  aid  du  camp,  Oppe, 
with  orders  that  he  Ihould  be  (hewn  the  Gtuatioi> 
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of  the  camp,  of  which  he  was  to  make  his  rc- 
pOrt  to  the  king,  who  intended  to  regulate  his 
camp  by  ours. 

At  ten,  the  king  arrived  on  the  right  wing  of 
our  camp^  accompanied  by  the  guard  du  corps, 
the  gens  d*armes,  and  feme  fourriers,  whom  he 
ordered  to  mark  out  the  camp  for  the  regiments 
he  brought.  I  mounted  my  horfe,  to  go  and 
meet  his  majcfty,  accompanied  by  the  duke  of 
Bevern,  the  prince  of  Wurtcmberg,  and  the 
principal  generals. 

The  king  no  fooner  faw  us  than  he  turned  his 
horfe,  and  remained  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  ^ 

that  poflure.  But  he  was  obliged  to  face  about, 
to  give  place  to  the  fourriers*  I  approached  to  pay 
him  my  refpefts,  but  he  did  not  fpeak  a  word, 
nor  deign  to  look  at  me,  and  fcarcely  moved  his 
hat.  The  duke  of  Bevern  and  the  other  generals 
were  no  better  received. 

He  foon  after  called  for  general  Goltz,  and 
faid  to  him — "  Tell  my  brother  and  all  his  ge- 
«^  nerals  that,  did  I  ad  as  I  ought,  I  (hould  cut 
*^  off  their  heads.*' 

•  This  .was  no  agreeable  compliment.  Some 
generals  were  grieved,  others  offended,  and 
others  again  turned  it  to  ridicule. 

I  was  informed  the  king  had  forbidden  the 
regiments  he  brought  with  him  all  intercourfc 

with 
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with  thofc  under  my  command,  pretending  that 
my  officers  and  my  Ibidicrs  had  loft  their  cou- 
rage, and  defire  of  feme.  The  king  drove  ge- 
neral Schultz,  whom  I  had  fent  to  know  the 
watch- word  for  my  army,  from  his  prefcnce; 
and,  when  I  went  to  perfonally  deliver  him  the 
lifts,  and  the  army  reports,  he  haftily  took  them 
from  my  hand,  and  turned  his  back  on  me. 

General  Schmettau  was  commanded  to  with- 
draw from  the  fight  of  the  king,  and  to  be  gone 
to  Drefden  by  the  firft  opportunity. 
'  After  treatment  fo  difgraceful,  I  took  the  re- 
solution to  quit  the  camp,  and  go  to  Budiffin^ 
On  the  morrow,  I  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
the  king : 

My  dear  Brother^ 

THE  letters  you  have  written  to  me,  and 
the  reception  I  yefterday  met  with,  fufficiently 
inform  me  that,  in  your  opinion,  I  have  loft  my 
honour  and  reputation.  At  this  I  am  grieved, 
but  not  deje6ted>  not  having  the  leaft  reproach 
to  make  myfelf.  1  am  perfeftly  convinced  that 
I  have  not  afted  from  caprice,  and  that  I  have 
Qot  followed  the  advice  of  people  who  were 
incapable  of  advifing  well ;  but  that  I  have  done 
what  I  thought  beft  for  the  army.  Tour  gene- 
rals 


n 
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rals  will  all  do  me  the  juftice  to  acknowledge 
this« 

I  hold  it  ufelefs  to  entreat  you  would  caufe 
my  condud  to  be  exaqiiried;  that  would  be 
doing  me  a  favour,  which  1  therefore  do  not 
expeft. 

My  health  has  been  ipjured  by  fetigue,  but 
much  more  by  chagrin,  and  to  recover  it  I  have 
left  the  field,  and  gone  to  live  in  the  town. 

I  Jiave  requefted  the  duke  of  Bevern  to  m^ake 
you  the  army  reports,  and  he  can  render  you  an 
account  of  all  things. 

Be  affured,  my  dear  brother,  that,  notwith* 
ftaiiding  J  am  overwhelmed  with  misfortunes 
which  I  have  not  merited,  my  attachment  for 
the  date  will  never  ceafe;  and,  as  a  &ithful 
member  of  this  ftate,  my  joy  will  be  complete, 
whenever  I  fliall  hear  of  any  good  fortune,  by 
which  your  enterprifes  may  be  attended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

The  king  wrote  me  the  following  ^fw?r, 
with  his  own  hand. 

My  pear  Brother, 
YOUR  ill  conduft  has  very  much  uijured 
my  affairs.    It  is  not  the  enemy,  but  your  ill- 
concerted  meafures,  that  have  done  me  wrong. 
My  generals  cannot  ftand  excufed,  fince  they 

have 


iuve  either  given  you  ill  council^  of  have  fuf- 
fcred  you  to  take  improper  fteps.  Your  cars 
are  accuftomed  only  to  liflen  to  the  difcourfe  of 
parafites ;  but  Daun  has  i>ot  flattered  you^  ai)d 
you  fee  the  confequences, 

In  this  diftrefled  fituation^  nothing  remaips 
for  me  but  to  proceed  to  extremities.  I  muft 
fight ;  and^  if  we  do  not  know  the  road  to  con-, 
quell,  we  will  at  lead  all  find  the  road  to  death. 

I  do  not  complain  of  your  heart,  but  much 
of  your  incapacity,  and  your  want  of  judg- 
ment in  choofing  the  bed  means*  Whoeyer  has 
bqt  a  few  day^  to  live  has  no  motive  for  diffimu- 
lation^  I  wifli  you  better  fortune  than  I  have 
bad,  and  that  the  ills  and  mifadventures  which 
you  have  met  with  may  teach  you  to  treat  im- 
portant affair^  with  greater  care,  reafon,  and 
fonitude.  The  niajority  of  the  misfortuijes 
which  I  forefee  originate  wholly  iq  you,  but 
their  confequences  will  alight  rather  on  you,  and 
ypur  children,  than  on  me. 

8e  perfuaded,  however,  I  have  always  loved 
you,  and  that  in  thefe  fentiments  I  (hall  die. 

This  letter  I  thought  it  bcft  not  to  anfwer. 
Having  been  informed  that  the  king  would 
march  in  the  evening  to  Weiflcnberg,  with 
eighteen  Ix^ttalions  and  twenty-ei^ht  fquadrons, 

Ifenc 


28  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS. 

I  fent  lieutenant-colonel  Lentulus  to  aik  his  pcr^ 
miffion  that  I  might  depart  for  Drefden,  with 
the  firft  efcort.  The  king  anfwered  the  thing 
depended  entirely  on  myfelf,  and  that  an  cfcort 
would  go  that  very,evening. 

All  the  generals  who  had  been  under  my  com- 
mand came  to  take  leave  of  me,  and  all  ap- 
proved my  determination.  General  Winterfeld 
having  been  to  the  king,  had  a  converfation 
with  him  of  two  hours,  and  vaunted  that  the 
king  had  excepted  him  from  the  number  of 
generals  with  whom  he  wa3  diflatisfied.  The 
duke  of  Bevern,  to  whom  the  king  paid  no  at- 
tention, was  much  vexed.  Winterfeld  had  done 
nothing  more,  nor  had  he  given  any  better  ad- 
vice, than  the  reft;  for  which  rcafon,  this  diftinc- 
tion  occafioned  much  fufpicion,  and  ftill  more 
when  it  was  known  that  he  had  maintained  ^ 
fecret  correfpondence  with  the  king. 

In  the  evening,  at  five  o*clock,  I  departed 
with  two  battalions  of  Hautfcharmoi  and  four 
hundred  waggons.  We  lay  in  a  village,  and 
on  the  13th,  at  noon,  I  arrived  at  Drefden, 

I  immediately  wrote  to  the  miniftry,  and  to 
all  the  governors  of  the  fortreflcs  of  Silefia,  to 
fliew  them  how  impoffible  it  was  I  (hould  fend 
them  any  fuccour.  To  rid  himfelf  of  their 
complaints,  the  king  had  ordered  them  all  to 

addrefs 
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addrefs  me^  fignifying  that  I  was  authorifed  to 
fend  them  the  neceflary  fuccour,  and  to  fecurc 
the  province  from  the  pillage  of  the  light  troops, 
though  this  was  at  the  very  time  that  he  himfelf 
knew  I  was  furrounded  by  the  whole  Auftrian 
army,  and  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  I 
could  extricate  myfelf. 


LEX 
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LETTER     L 

From  the  Trmci  of  Pruffia. 

The  camp  of  Buntzlau, 
MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  July  i,  1757. 

I  ARRIVED  this  afternoon  in  the  camp, 
with  all  the  waggons;  the  enemy's  huffars  have 
made  their  attacks,  but  we  have  not  fuffered  the 
leaft  lofs. 

It  is  my  duty  to  fpeak  freely  to  you  on  our 
prefent  fituation.  You  may  reft  aflured  I  have 
confulted  the  generals  before  I  wrote  this  letter. 
There  is  neither  any  flour  nor  a  loaf  of  brea(J> 
for  the  army,  at  Buntzlau,  Our  camp  is  as  well 
2  fixed 
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fixed  as  it  can  ht,  becaufe  it  is  our  purpofe  ta 
fupport  the  town.  The  camp  is  more  than 
ftrong  enough  in  front,  but,  (bould  the  enemy's 
army  pafs  the  Elbe  near  Brandeis,  as  it  appa- 
rently will  from  the  intelligence  we  have  re- 
ceived, we  ihall  be  cut  off  from  Leutmeritz. 

We  are  at  prcfent  fo  entirely  furrounded  by 
the  enemy's  light  troops  that  there  are  neither  li- 
quors nor  provifions  in  the  camp.  The  purpofc 
of  the  enemy  feems  to  be  to  ftarve  us,  for  it  will 
be  difficult  to  leave  the  camp  in  fight  of  the 
Auftrian  army.  Wc  likewife  want  water ;  for 
the  right  wing,  that  it  may  not  be  cut  off  by 
three  defiles,  muft  be  ftationed  as  it  now  is^ 
which*  removes  it  from  the  Ifer. 

The  regiments  have  fent  off  their  wounded  to 
Zittau.  Moft  of  the  regiments  have  not  their 
b^gg^g^  waggons  with  them,  I  therefore  think 
it  will  be  difficult  to  fend  as  many  waggons  as 
will  be  necelTary  to  be  loaded  with  bread  half  as 
far  as  Leutmeritz. 

While,  brother,  I  propofe  that  which  I  think 
is  necelTary  to  be  done  in  favour,  and  for  the 
fafety,  of  the  army,  I  declare  to  you  this  advice 
is  not  fingly  mine,  but  that  of  the  generals  who 
have  more  experience  than  I  have  ;  and  it  is  that 
if  we  were,  in  all  hafte,  to  fix  our  camp  at  Neufch- 
iofs,  we  might  conveniently  join  you  from  this 
3  place 


phct  as  before^  We  (hall  thus  cover  L/ufatia} 
and^  according  as  circumftances  (hall  require^ 
can  more  ciafily  pafs  into  Silefia.  The  convoy 
of  general  Brandeis  may  join  us  without  diffi« 
culty.  Provifions  will  be  more  plentiful  in  the 
camp^  and  the  foldier  better  fatisfied>  which  is 
a  principal  thing  in  our  prefent  lituation.  Such 
is  our  true  ftate* 

We  have  feen  a  tonfiderable  corps  of  light 
troops  that  encamp  near  Stenitz,  not  far  from 
otir  camp«  From  thefe  we  are  feparated  by  ^ 
hollow-way.  The  deferters,  who  are  juft  comtf 
in,  affirm  that  prince  Charles  will  to-day  pafs 
the  Elbe  with  his  army  to  attack  us,  or'  will 
come  and  encamp  near  us.  Should  this  news 
be  true,  and,  if  I  muft  remain  in  a  camp  which 
I  am  not  certain  I  can  maintain  with  honour, 
(hould  I  be  attacked,  I  will  acquit  myfelf  of  my 
duty  to  you,  to  the  army,  and  to  the  ftate. 
For  this  teafon  I  fay  that,  thus  fituated,  I  (hall 
march  without  waiting  your  orders ;  but,  in  cafe 
the  enemy  do  not  pafs  the  Elbe,  I  will  wait  an 
anfwer,  to  which,  as  I  ought,  I  (hall  fubmit. 
You  may  reft  perfuaded  that  all  which  1  have 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  u  conformable  to 
truth* 

I  am  with  the  moft  profound  re(pe<9:,  &g# 

VOL.  xiiu  D  Let* 
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.LETTER     II. 

From  the  Prince  of  Pri(ffta. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  "^jd^f;^^^^^ 

You  muft  have  read,  in  my  laft  letter, 
the  intelligence  which  was  brought  us,  by  one 
of  the  enemy's  huflars,  and  a  woman  of  Bran* 
deis,  all  which  appears  to  me  conformable  to 
truth.  We  take  every  poffible  precaution  to 
obtain  news  of  the  enemy :  one  of  our  trumpets, 
returned  from  the  army  of  Daun,  has  brought  a 
letter  dated  at  the  camp  of  Lifla;  it  is  hence 
probable  the  army  of  prince  Charles  is  on  this, 
and  that  of  marihal  Daun  on  the  other,  fide  of 
the  Ifer.  The  whole  corps  of  Nadafti  is  en- 
camped near  Stranow  and  Sobinka,  which  camp 

is  feparated  from  ours  by  a  tolerably  4arge  hol- 
low-way. 

General  Winterfeld  has  undertaken  to  march 
to  Lx)bes,  with  four  battalions,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain more  certain  information  of  the  enemy. 
Should  no  alteration  happen  in  affairs,  prince 
Maurice  will  to-morrow  march  with  his  regi- 
ment, the  battalion  of  Finck  grenadiers,  the 
regiments  of  Brunfwick,  and  of  Stechau,  and 

with 


with  a  hundred  huflars^  which  according  to  your 
orders  arc  to  go  for  bread  to  Plcifwedcl. 

We  are  in  total  want  of  prorifions,  and  deaith 
induces  the  tbldier  to  reafon  and  examine. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  I  refer  to  what 
I  had  the  honour  to  write  yefterday,  and  am,  &c« 


LETTER     HL 

From  the  Prince  of  Pniffia^ 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,       The  camp  of  Buntzlau,  the 

evening  of  July  2,  17574 

Prince  Maurice  will  give  you  an  ex- 
aft  account  of  our  fituation,  and  how  impoffiblc 
it  is  for  us  to  maintain  the  camp  of  Buntzlau« 
The  want  of  water,  forage,  and  provifions,  is  the 
principal  caufe;  add  to  this  the  information, . 
which  comes  from  all  parts,  that  prince  Charles 
has  paffed  the  Elbe  near  Brandeis,  and  that  Daun 
is  encamped  at  LifTa,  and  the  corps  of  Nadaili 
at  Stranow,  by  which  they  may  cut  off  our  pro* 
viflons,  and  communications  with  JLeutmcritz. 

I  therefore  fee  myfelf  conftrained  to  affume 
a  camp  more  fecure,  and  better  iituated,  than 
this.    I  inean  the  camp  of  Neufchlofs. 

I  am  in  momentary  expedation  of  the  report 
of  general  Winterfeld,  who  is  gone  with  fome 

D  2  batu« 
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battalions  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy.  When  I 
have  received  it,  I  (hall  make  every  difpofition  for 
marching.  Not  having  received  any  letters 
from  Leutmcritz,  for  fome  days,  I  fear  left  the 
chafieurs  (hould  have  been  taken. 

You  may  reft  affured,  brother,  that  nothing 
(hall  be  neglefted  of  what  is  conformable  to  your 

will,  and  proper  for  the  army. 
I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      IV. 
^  From  the  King. 

In  Anfwer  to  the  laft  Letter. 

LeutmcritZi  July  3^  1757* 

A  HUSSAR,  in  difguife,  brought  me  a 
fmall  roll  of  paper,  qn  which  I  found  thefe  three 
words  : 

Mar  chid  to  Hirfcbberg. 


LET- 
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LETTER     V. 

From  the  Prince  of  Truffia, 

« 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  ^^^^  rf  NeufcMofs, 

1  HE  huflar  is  fortunately  arrived,  with 
the  note. 

I  had  pitched  my  camp  near  Hirfchbcrg,  be- 
caufc  I  could  not  reach  Ncufchlofs.  The  quan- 
tity of  baggage  has  much  retarded  the  march. 
We  have  not  however  loft  a  waggon,  nor  is  a 
man  miffing,  from  the  rear-guard,  one  excepted 
of  the  battalion  of  Le  Noble. 

I  have  aflumed  this  camp,  which  is  but  a  fhort 
mile  from  Hirfchberg,  becaufe  in  my  prefent 
fituation  it  is  very  convenient  for  the  army, 
which  may  here  take  reft,  and  we  (hall  not  be 
in  immediate  want  of  proviiions.  I  will  fend  an 
engineer  to-morrow  to  Lei  pa,  to  reconnoitre  the 
town,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  earrifon  fiiall  be 
conformable  to  his  report.  After  haying  placed 
a  garrifon  in  that  town  we  fliall  be  in  Icfs  want 
of  proviHons,  and  (hall  gain  fo  much  the  more 
ground  for  forage. 

I  have  this  day  fent  to  haften  the  march  of 
general  Brandeis :  general  Rebentifch  may  rem- 

D  3  force 
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force  his  cfcort  at  Zittau,  from  which  place  he 
was  detached  by  prince  Maurice. 

The  battalion  of  Plok  remains  atGocrlitz, 
with  the  wounded,  and  general  Rebentifch  will 
join  general  Brandeis  with  the  battalions  of  Kul- 
Joreuter,  and  five  fquadrons  of  Werner.  The 
colonel,  who  is  at  Zittau,  retains  a  battalion  of 
pioneers  and  the  Kurfel  regiment  to  cover  the 
magazine. 

The  whole  vicinity  is  occupied  by  fmall  par- 
ties of  hulTars,  and  pandours;  we  do  not  re* 
ceive  the  Icaft  intelligence  of  the  army  of  Daun, 
except  that  s  trumpet  has  brought  u^  another 
letter,  dated  at  Lifla. 

I  (hall  caufe  the  /oads,  that  lead  from  this 
place  to  Leutmeritz,  Zittau,  and  through  Aicha, 
y  to  Hirfchberg  in  Silelia,  to  be  reconnoitred,  that 
we  may  be  ready  for  whatever  (hall  happen. 

Prince  Maurice  has  written  to  inform  me 
that  general  Bulow  is  arrived  with  the  bread 
at  Pleifwedel,  and  that  general  Meiaecke  wiU 
bring  it  us  to-day. 

The  ravages  and  diforders  which  the  women^ 
und  attendants  on  the  camp,  commit,  are  fq 
numerous  that  it  will  be  very  neceflary  to  make 
an  example,  and  I  reqqcft  yoq  will  dircd  mQ 
how  to  a<9;  in  this* 
I  am^  kc. 


C  O  a  R  E  S  P  O  N  O  E  N  C  Z.  ga 

L   E   T   T   E   R    VI. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,       Lcutmcritz,  July  3,  1757. 

Yo  U  muft  not  retreat  further  into  Sile^o. 
Tpu,  therefore,  have  no  other  road  but  that  of 
Lufatia*  Every  part  muft  be  foraged,  and  all 
ruined  which  is  not  ean^n  up,  that  the  enemy 
may  find  a  difficulty  of  fubfiftence. 

As  foon  as  you  have  eftablifhed  the  camp  at 
Hirfchbergy  there  will  no  longer  be  any  trouble 
in  mainuining  a  communiciation  with  Leutme* 
ritz.  We  muft  do  our  utmoft  to  maintain  our 
ground,  till  the  15th  of  Auguft;  and,  as  Zittau 
is  a  poft  of  fmall  importance,  you  may  pitch 
your  camp  either  at  Reichenberg,  Grottau,  or 
at  Gabel. 

Should  the  enemy  think  proper  to  turn  to- 
ward Lufatia,  you  muft  fix  your  camp  with 
much  circumfpe^tion.  Sulfer  him  to  pafs,  thea 
fellow  him,  and  cut  off  his  provisions,  by  which 
he  will  be  oblig(?d  xq  come  and  attack  you,  on 
ground  which  you  may  chufe,  after  copfulting 
the  duke  of  Severn  and  feveral  other  officers, 
who  are  acquainted  with  thofe  environs.  Or 
(hould  he  march,  in  full  force,  to  Landlhut, 
you  muft  proceed  to  Greiffenberg  to  cut  off  his 

D  4  pro- 
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proYifions.  Winterfeld  and  major  Embers^  ef* 
pecially,  wl^o  are  acquainted  with  thofe  parts, 
can  regulate  your  march  and  choofe  your  camp. 
Be  pot  hM^y  p  deteripine  from  uncertain  infor-" 
mation>  nor  uke  any  refolutions  before  you  are 
well  aflijred  what  are  die  views  of  the  enemy. 
Spread  a  report,  phrough  the  army,  that  you 
lare  projecting  a  gr^it  enterprize>  and  that  affairs 
^vili  foon  affume  a  very  different  fe^c, 
I  am^  &C. 


^ 


<  % 
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Frtm  the  King^ 
In  Anfwer  to  No.  V.  of  the  Prince  of  Pruffia. 
MY  D£;AR  brother,        Leutmeritx,July5,  I757,< 

I  AM  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  camp 
which  you  have  aflumed  at  Neufchlofs,  and 
which  you  have  very  properly  chofen,  under 
prefent  circumftances*  Being  informed  that  the 
enemy  has  views  on  Tetfchen,  you  muft  be ,  oq 
your  guards  and  take  care  that  no  corps  of  the 
enemy  (hall  ftation  itfelf  between  your  camp  and 
the  Elbe.  For^  fuppoling  any  one  (hould  come 
•  and  encamp  in  thofe  parts^  you  myll  imme- 
diately 
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diately  detach  a  corps  toward  Bpdiffin^  which 
will  oblige  the  enemy  to  defift  from  his  inten- 
cion. 

Should  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  incline 
to  Leutmeritz,  by  which  we  (hould  be  obliged 
to  join  you,  I  have  chofen  a  very  ftrong  camp^ 
between  Plofchkowitz  and  Zaorzan ;  but  this 
junftion  ought  not  to  be  made  if  it  caQ  poffibly 

be  avoided. 

« 

I  have  received  news  that  the  army  of  prince 
Charles  is  marched  to  Wittendorf^  but  this  I  do 
not  believe. 

Should  you  have  any  thing  to  communicate, 
you  muft  choofe  a  huffar  who  knows  the  Hun- 
garian language,  and  drefs  him  like  an  Auftrian. 
He  will  thus  certainly  pafs  the  pods,  and,  (hould 
he  be  difcovered,  it  is  of  no  confequence,  be- 
caufe  the  letter  will  be  written  in  cypher ;  but 
you  may  aflure  hipi  that,  when  he  arrives,  he 
will  certainly  be  paid  fix  ducats. 

I  have  given  orders  to  the  governors  of  the 
fortreflcs  of  Schweidnitz,  Neifs,  Glatz,  and 
Cofel,  and  to  colonel  Kreutz,  to  fend  in  their 
reports  to  you  of  every  thing  which  they  (hall 
hear  of  the  enemy's  motion,  and  of  the  places 
in  which  the  Auftrians  (hall  e(labli(h  their  ma- 
gazines, whence  you  may  judge  what  are  their 

yiews. 

Should 
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Should  the  difordcrs  of  the  women,  and 
army-followers,  continue,  it  will  be  proper  to 
make  an  example^  and  to  hang  fome  of  the 
mob. 

I  am,  &€• 


■■iH 


LETTER     VIII, 

From  the  Prince  of  Prujfia. 
In  Anfwer  to  No,  VI. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,     ^^  ^P  of  NcufdJofc,  the 

^  morning  of  July  6,  1757. 

Since  the  night  of  the  3d  of  July,  I 
have  received  no  letter,  fent  by  any  chaffeur, 
and  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  the 
communication  with  tlie  town  of  Leutmeritz,  at 
lead  unlefs  we  throw  garrifons  into  the  towiis 
of  Aufch  and  Drum,  which  places  are  not 
tenable,  in  cafe  they  ftiould  be  attacked  by  the 
enemy  with  any  force,  for  which  reafon  I  do 
not  advife  the  meafure. 

You  wifli  us  to  do  every  thing  poffible  to 
maintain  a  footing  in  Bohemia,  till  the  1 5th  of 
Auguft,  but  the  want  of  provifions  and  forage 
will  render  the  attempt  difficult.     All  which  I , 

think  myfelf  able  to  cffeft  is  to  wait  your  orders 

before 
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before  I  make  the  Icaft  motion  with  the  army ; 
and,  (hould  any  immediate  rcfolution  be  un- 
avoidably taken,  you  may  be  certain  that  I  (hall 
confult  with  the  moft  experienced  generals,  and 
with  thofe  who  know  the  country,  and  that,  ia 
particular,  I  (hall  take  no  thoughtlefs  ftep. 

I  have  received  a  note  from  general  Brandeis, 
who  arrived  at  Zittau  on  the  ad,  and  I  have 
written  to  him  to  begin  his  march,  with  fevcn 
hundred  chariots,  and  with  the  money.  As  he 
will  pafs  near  Gabel,  :1  have  detached  major 
Billerbeck  with  a  battalion  of  grenadiers,  to  fa- 
cilitate his  pa(rage« 

But  the  general  has  juft  fent  me  word  that  the 
enemy  had  anticipated  him,  and  that  he  had 
therefore  halted  with  the  battalion  at  Leipa. 

A  man  who  is  come  as  a  deputy  from  Reich- 
ftadt,  to  excufe  the  town  to  the  commiffioners, 
becaufe  it  hadjiot  delivered  in  the  provifions 
that  had  been  prefcribed,  the  Auftrians  having 
guarded  all  the  roads,  tells  me  that  he  faw  dra- 
goons and  cuir^ers,  and  that  he  had  heard  it 
affirmed  that  the  corps  of  Nadafti  had  pafled 
the  Ifer,  at  Munchengraetz,  to  march  to  Zittau, 
and  that  the  vanguard  of  this  corps  was  near 
Nimes.     This  information  did  not  a  little  dif- 
trefs  us,  relative  to  the  march  of  general  Bran- 
deis ;   to  be  certain,  we  (hall  t0;day  fend  two 

(Irong 
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ftrong  patrole  panics^  the  one  toward  Gabel, 
and  the  other  toward  Nitncs,  to  reconnoitre  the 
force  of  the  enemy ;  and,  as  we  cannot  now  dif- 
penfe  with  our  coaimiinication  with  Zittau,  the 
ftrength  of  the  detachment,  which  muft  march  to 
feize  on  Gabel,  muft  be  proportioned  to  the  re- 
port which  the  patroles  (hall  make.  General 
Brandeis  is  informed  of  all,  and  has  orders  not 
to  march  till  he  (hall  be  fent  to.  The  regiment 
of  Brand  has,  to-day,  entered  Leipa,  where  the 
bakery  is  fixed. 

General  Goltz  has  written  to  general  Retzau, 
concerning  bread,  and  demands  a  new  fupply 
of  flour. 

Our  infantry  is  twenty- one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  men  ftrong,  and  the 
cavalry  fix  thoufand  and  thirty-feven,  huflars 
included. 

I  have  fhc  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LETTER      IX. 

From  the  Prince  of  Prujfta. 

m  DEAR  BROTHER.    '^r^^'I^f^^'^^. 

\\  E  have    received   information  from 
three  different  fpies,  whom  general  Werner  had ' 

fent 


CORRSSPOKOEK'CI.  45 

fent  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  enemy.  The 
corps  of  Nadafti  is  to  march  in  three  columns  ; 
the  firft  to  confift  of  huflars,  pandours,  cavalry, 
and  regular  infantry,  that  yefterday  arrived  at 
Nimes ;  their  intention  is  to  cut  off  our  com- 
munication with  Zittau.  The  fccond  cqlumn  is 
at  Hirfchberg,  and  is  compofed  of  the  three  re- 
giments of  Saxon  cavalry,  four  regiments  of 
huflars,  and  a  thoufand  pandours.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  corps  of  Nadafti  is  now  between 
Dauba  and  Berftein. 

,  The  army  of  Daun  is  fuppofed  to  have  pafled 
the  Ifer,  near  Benatck,  the  day  before  yefterday, 
and  to  have  made  a  march  in  advance  to-day. 
It  is  openly  affirmed  in  the  enemy's  army,  that 
his  intention  is  to  cut  us  off  from  Zittau  and 
the  magazine. 

This  various  information,  confirmed  by  our 
patroles,  has  induced  me  to  follow  the  council 
of  general  Winterfeld,  and  to  pitch  the  camp 
at  Leipa,  where  general  Brand eis,  ,  pafling 
through  Gcorgenthal,  may  join  us.  After  thig 
junAion,  we  fliall  be  able  to  detach  a  heavy 
corps  toward  Gabel.  The  communication  with 
Leutmeritz  will  not  be  more  difficult  there  than 
from  our  prefent  camp. 

The  principal  reafon  which  has  induced  me 
to  aft  thus,  is  the  prefervation  of  our  communi- 
cation 
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cation  with  Zittau,  and  the  junftioh  of  general 
Brandcis  with  the  provifions,  and  the  war  cheft, 
two  things  that  are  in  danger  of  being  loft  if 
they  be  not  properly  proteded. 

General  Winterfeld  will  march  to-morrow  to 
Gcorgenthal,  with  five  battalions  and  a  regiment 
of  dragoons  and  huffars,  to  clear  the  road  of 
Zittau. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  major  Belling, 
who  patroles  'toward  Gabel. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      X. 

From  the  King. 
MY  DEAR  BROTHER,        Lcotmerit*  July  7,  1757. 

I  H  A V  E  received  your  two  letters  of  the 
6th,  on  the  fame  fubjed.  I  am  fatisfied,  thus 
far,  with  the  progrefs  you  have  made  with  the 
army,  but  I  hope  you  will  henceforth  retreat 
no  further,  that  we  may  not  find  ourfelves  in  die 
heart  of  Saxony,  before  we  know  where  we  arc. 
Jt  fecfms  to  me  that  the  poft  of  Neufchlofs  was 
ftrong  enough,  and  that  you  had  only  to  have 
detached  two  heavy  bodies,  that  might  have 
marched  to  meet  general  Brandeis,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate 
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cilitate  his  paflage.  At  prefent  I  have  reafon 
to  fear  he  may  be  attacked  by  the  enemy,  be- 
fore he  (hall  come  up  with  you;  becaufe  the 
huflars  have  brought  me  information  that  they 
heard  firing,  in  the  vicinity  of  Gabel,  which 
could  be  nothing  elfe. 

The  corps  of  huflars,  that  has  been  detached 
againft  you,  cannot  be  fo  ftrong  as  it  is  reported 
to  be,  becaufe  the  enemy  has  detached  two  regi- 
ments of  huflars  to  the  city  of  Nurenberg,  A 
regiment  encamps  in  thcfe  parts,  and  three 
fquadrons  are  ftill  with  the  army. 

When  you  (hall  have  the  flour  and  money, 
which  general  Brandeis  brings,  I  beg  you,  in 
the  name  of  God,  not  to  retreat  any  further,  for 
I  can  forctcl  you  will  find  no  forage  in  Saxony; 
therefore  by  retiring  thither  you  will  want  every 
thing,  and  confequently  every  thing  will  be  \o&. 

We  have  this  evening  received  letters  from 
mar(hal  Daun,  by  a  trumpet.  The  letter  comes 
firom  Cofmonos.  I  hope  you  have  received  that 
which  I  fent  you  this  morning  by  a  huflfar. 

I  am,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER       XL 
Fn>m  the  Prince  of  Pruffia. 

* 

^    MY  DEAR  BROTHER,    The  camp  of  Leipa,  the  night 

of  July  7,  1757. 

W^  E  this  day  entered  the  new  camp  of 
Leipa,  which  is  very  ftrong,  and  which  will  ren- 
der the  march  of  general  Brandeis  fafe.  We  arc 
now  encamped  three  miles  from  Tetfchen.  I 
fhall  order  the  roads  of  Budiflin  and  Leutmeritz 
to  be  reconnoitrea  with  all  hade. 

I  this  day  received  advice  of  majors  Belling, 
and  Billerbeck,  who  have  fortunately  arrived  at 
Gabel,  and  have  thrown  a  garrifon  into  the 
town.  They  faw  pandours  on  their  march, 
and  five  hundred  huflars  ikirmifhcd  with  ours; 
we  only  loft  a  horfe. 

General  Winterfeld  (hould,  this  evening,  ar- 
rive at  Georgenthal ;  he  has  fent  to  inform  me 
that  he  hoped  the  road  of  Zittau  would  be  fecurc 
to-morrow,  and  that  he  had  difpatched  orders 
to  general  Brandeis  to  begin  his  march. 

One  of  our  trumpets  is  this  moment  returned ; 
he  has  been  as  far  as  the  village  of  Walken, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hirfchberg,  where  he 
found  a  major  with  a  detachment  of  the  Odo- 
nell  regiment.     He  met  with  huflars  in  every    . 

village 
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Village  through  which  he  palTed^  but  he  faw  no. 
pandours.     He  has  not  brought  any  letters,  be- 
caufc  they  told  him  I  Ihould  receive  fomc  to- 
morrow, by  a  trumpet  from  the  enemy. 

It  is  difficult  to  divine  what  are  the  ihtentions 

of  the  Auftrians,  for  the  number  of  light  troops 
prevent  us  from  obtaining  intelligence^  and  no 
dependance  can  be  placed  On  th^t  of  the  coun- 
try people.  The  army  of  Daun  Ihould  in  all 
probability  be  encamped  near  Buntzlau^  the 
corps  of  Nadafti  near  Hirfchberg,  and  another  ' 
corps  according  to  report  is  on  its  march  toward 
Wcifwaffer,  and  is  to  pafs  on  the  fide  of  Zittau. 
This  plan  will  be  rendered  abortive, 

I  have  not  received  the  lead  information  of 
the  army  of  prince  Charles, 

One  of  the  great  inconveniences  is  that,  to 
undertake  a  march,  I  muft  have  thirty-fix  hours 
preparation,  in  order  that  I  may  fend  the  bag- 
gage forward,  in  which  I  abound.  I  have  caufed 
it  to  be  infpedtcd  by  a  fuperior  officer,  that  I  may 
rid  myfelf  of  what  is  fuperfluous.  Much  how- 
ever muft  be  kept,  fuch  as  the  regiments  can- 
not do  without. 

The  intelligence  which  may  be  fent  me,  by 
the  governors  of  the  Silefian  fortreflcs,  may  in- 
form me  what  are  the  projedts  of  the  enemy ; 
but  in  cafe  any  attempt  Ihould  be  made  on  that 

VOL,  XIII.  E  province. 


^O  POSTHUMOUS     WOltltS* 

province,  and  efpecially  on  the  magazine  of 
Schweidnitz,  I  (hould  decfeive  you  were  I  to  fay 
that,  fituated  as  I  am,  I  could  contribute  to  ren- 
der it  ineffeftual,  according  to  yotir  orders. 

I  yeftcrday  fent  a  difguifed  hiiflaf  with  a  letter* 
I  know  not  whether  he  will  arrive,  but  I  have 
made  three  copies  of  that  letter,  which  I  haref 
fent  you  by  three  different  meflengers. 

I  haVe  written  to-day  to  the  governor  of  Tef- 
chen,  that  he  mAy  inform  me  of  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs in  thofe  parts.  I  (hall  efteem  myfelf  happy 
to  conform  to  your  wiflies  in  all  things :  ydu  may 
be  aflured  that  the  hope  of  my  heart  will  be  ac« 
compliftied,  whenever  I  am  able  to  convince  you 
of  my  efteem,  and  of  the  refped  with  which  I 
fhall  all  my  life  rem^n,  &c. 


L  £  t  t  fe  n    in* 

From  the  King. 

MV  DEAfe  BROTHER,        Ltutmmtz^  Juty?*  <757- 

I  HAVE  certain  information  that  the 
army  of  the  Empire,  which  is  affembling  at 
Furth,  is  no  more  than  eighteen  thoufand  ftrong, 
which  number  is  infufEcient  to  make  a  diverfion 
againft  me, 

I  almoft 
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I  almofl:  fufped  that  the  Auftrians  intend  to 
enter  Silefia  by  Landibut.  General  Kreutz  has 
written  to  inform  mt  that  a  corps  of  three  thou- 
fand  men  (hewed  itfelf  in  thofe  diftridls,  but  that 
it  has  retired.  Daun  covers  the  motions  of  his 
army  by  his  light  troops.  God  however  knows 
what  he  will  do.  Keep  up  an  unremitting  corre- 
fpondence  with  captain  d'O^  lieutenant-governor 
of  Glatz^  and  with  general  Kreutz^  that  you  may 
obtain  certain  information  of  the  enterprizes  of 
the  enemy  in  thofe  quarters ;  and  make  the  dif- 
poiition  for, marching  with  fpeed,  if  you  (hould 
be  obliged  to  incline  that  way.  General  Win- 
tcrfeld  and  major  Embres,  of  the  engineers,  arc 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  with  the  camps 
you  ought  to  take,  (hould  that  province  become 
the  theatre  of  war;  and,  could  you  but  be  before 
the  enemy  at  Landthut,  you  would  find  advan- 
tageous camps  among  the  mountains  to  cover 
Silefia. 

The  firft  thing  you  ought  to  obferve  is  that, 
(hould  you  be  obliged  to  retreat  through  Lufatia> 
you  will  be  confbrained,  (hould  Nadafti  follow 
you  with  his  cav'ilry,  to  oppofe  a  corps  to  him 
which  you  muft:  leave  at  Zittau,  that  you  may 
prevent  inva(ions ;  (hould  this  happen,  I  will  re- 
lieve ihcfe  troops,  and  will  alfo  fend  you  a  rein- 
forcement, as  powerful  as  I  potfibly  can. 

I  am,  &c. 

E  2  LET. 
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LETTER     XIII. 

I 

From  the  Prince  of  Pniffia. 
In  Anfwer  to  No.  XII. 

Vei  DEAR  BROTHER,  '^^^^l ""^^^'^ 

July  8,  1757, 

Th  E  huffar  fafely  brought  me  the  letter 
of  the  7th. 

To  maintain  an  intcrcourfe  with  the  gover- 
nors of  the  fortreffes  of  Silefia  will  be  difficult, 
becaufe  all  communication  is  intercepted  by 
the  numerous  light  troops  of  the  enemy.  I  will 
however  do  all  I  can. 

I  earneftly  requeft  you  would  fend  me  your 
poiitive  orders  how  you  with  me  to  aft.  Am  I 
to  cover  Silefia,  or  to  remain  in  Bohemia  to  pro- 
teft  the  town  of  Zittau,  as  long  as  I  have  any 
forage  ?  If  you  fear  an  irruption  into  Silefia,  and 
think  it  neceflary  I  (hould  march  thither,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  difficult,  and  even  impoffible,  to 
take  any  road  except  that  of  Zittau,  becaufe  of 
the  quantity  of  baggage  which  muft  be  fent  for- 
ward, and  loaded  with  neceflaries.  Bread  mud 
befide  be  taken  from  the  magazine  of  Zittau, 
and  we  mull  wait  there  till  the  waggons  (hall  be 
loaded.    Fifteen  battalions  at  leafl,  fuch  as  they 

at 
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at  prcfcnt  are,  will  be  requifitc  to  cover  Zittau 
in  cafe  I  (hould  pafs  into  Silefia,  for  the  corps 
under  Nadafti  is.  fuppofed  to  be  ten  tboufand 
ftrong. 

General  Brandeis  has  written  to  me  from  Ga- 
bel,  where  he  arrived  on  the  7th  with  the  firft 
waggons.  I  have  detached  colonel  Croce,  with 
two  battalions  of  infantry,  and  widi  huffars  and 
dragoon^,  to  facilitate  his  march. 

We  h^ve  not  the  leaft  intelligence  of  the 
army  of  Daun ;  our  whole  camp  is  furrounded^ 
by  fmall  parties  of  the  enemy's  huffars,  but  they 
dare  not  leave  the  woods. 

A  man,  who  is  come  from  Goerlitz,  reports 
that  a  corps  of  the  enemy  is  encamped  to  the 
fouth  of  that  place ;  of  this  I  will  endeavour  to 
gain  information. 

I  have  not  received  any  news,  to-day,  from 
general  Winterfeld.  His  purpofe  was  to  be  this 
day  at  Georgenthal,  where  I  believe  him  to  be, 
and  that  the  report  he  fent  has  been  intercepted. 

General  Goltz  has  affured  me  that  we  cannot 
begin  our  march  till  the  14th,  becaufe  flour  will 
not  arrive  fooner  than  to-morrow,  and  that  we 
muft  have  bread  for  fix  days. 

General  Winterfeld  is  juft  returned ;  he  has 
left  two  battalions  at  Reichftadt.  He  only  faw 
four  hundred  pandours,  and  fome  huffars,  who 

E  3  retired 
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retired  immediately.  The  road  of  Zittau  is,  at 
prefent,  rendered  fafe  by  the  garrifon  of  Reich- 
ftadt,  and  I  believe  general  Brandeis  will  arrive 

» ■  • 

at  the  camp  to-morrow. 

General  Goltz  has  informed  me  it  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  giye  commands  that  the  waggons 
of  Silefia,  which  have  brought  the  iflour,  (hould 
be  returned,  for  th^  the  confumption  of  bread 
and  forage  >yould  otherwife  be  too  great.  I  have 
followed  his  advice,  and  givei^  orders  aecord- 

ijeneral  Winterfeld  tells  me  he  has  been  in- 

«       • 

formed  that  only  fix  hundred  horfe  are  nij^-ch-, 
ing  toward  Silefia;  but  he  hopes  to  gain  more 
certain  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  defigns,  hav- 
irig  received  a  very  artful  fpy. 

4 

I  am,  &c. 


J.   E   T    T   E   R     XIV, 

From  she  Prince  of  Vruffia. 

Jn  Anfwcr  to  the  firft  Letter  of  the:  King,  dated  July  7. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  '^'i^l^^^ 

1  H  E  huflar,  that  I   yefterday  fent  to 
Lcutmeritz,  with  the  fe(:ond  Icttf r,  not  having 

been 
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been  able  to  pafs^  is  fortunately  returned  this 
morning.  I  hope  my  prefent  meffenger  will  be 
more  fuccefsful^  and  I  have  eptruited  him  with 
both  my  letters. 

General  Brandeis  fafely  arrived  yefterday, 
with  all  the  waggons,  by  which  we  have  ob- 
tained bread  for  ten  days,  and  pay  for  two 
months.     He  has  brought  the  augmentation. 

Two  hundred  and  thirteen  men  are  loft  to  the 
infantry  by  defijrtion.  The  pofts  of  Rei^hftadt 
and  Gabel  being  occupjed,  the  convoy  was  able 
to  pafs  in  fecurity.  Some  huflars  and  pandours 
(hewed  themfelves  to  the  rear-guard,  but  were 
repulfed  by  a  cannon  (hot. 

An  Auftrjan  trumpet  arrived  yeftprd^y,  with 
a  letter  from  general  Morotz,  whofe  quarters 
are  at  Nim.ps.  His  corp$  muft  be  ajt^put  five  or 
(ix  thoufand  (brong,  and  is  co^pqfed  of  huflars 
and  pandours. 

1  ^all  to-morrow  fead  back  the  empty  wag- 
gons general  Bjrandeis  has  brought,  which 
fliall  be  efcorted  by  two  battalions.  Thefe  bat- 
talions m\\  remain  at  Zittau,  to  cover  the  con- 
voys wheacver  we  (hall  have  o^qaiion  to  fend 
for  flour  tp  ;hat  place^ 

I  remit  you  the  report  pf  a  deferter  and  of 
another  man;  for,  though  I  place  little  faith  in 

E  4     *  them. 
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them^  I  thought  it  my  duty  not  to  fail  to  inform 
you  of  what  f  hey  relate. 

I  will  not  without  orders,  or  important  rca- 
fons^  quit  this  camp.  I  never  imagined  that, 
paffing  with  the  army  through  Zittau  into  Lu- 
fatia,  I  (hould  make  any  long  day  there,  but 
was  perfuaded  I  (hould  march  through  Lufatia 
into  Silefia,  to  cover  the  frontiers.  Being  ig- 
norant of  all  your  intentions,  I  imagine  I  have 
done  well  to  reconnoitre  the  roads  of  Zittau, 
and  to  place  garrifons  in  the  towns  which  cover 
that  road.  Colonel  le  Noble,  fupported  by  a 
hundred  huflars,  means  to-night  to  attack  a 
corps  .of  pandours;  he  is  gone  to  reconnoitre 
the  roads  of  the  wood,  and  imagines  he  fhall 
cut  them  off. 

An  Auftrian  trumpet  is  arrived,  with  a  letter 
from  marfhal  Daun,  dated  at  Munchengraetz 
on  the  7th.  With  him  has  been  fent  me  a 
fervant,  who  had  robbed  his  mafter,  captain 
Bos  of  Itzenblitz.  I  examined  the  latter,  and  I 
add  his  account. 


LE  T^ 
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LETTER      XV. 
From  the  Prince  of  Prujia. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER.  "^^^Tf.l,^ 

VV  E  have  ient  an  Auftrian  trumpet,  to- 
day, to  Leutmeritz,  with  letters  for  general  Ret- 
zau,  and  have  fent  with  him  a  trumpet  of  our 
own,  for  his  fecurity,  who  bears  letters  from  us. 
We  hope  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  enemy  will 
,  fufTer  him  to  pafs. 

Our  attempt  has  fuccceded,  and  our  trum- 
peter is  juft  returned,  with  a  letter.  I  moft 
humbly  entreat  you  would  hoppur  me  with  your 
comm^pds  refpeding  the  prefent  date  of  affairs, 
which  is  this. 

All  reports  agree  that  the  grand  combined 
army  has  palTed  the  Ifer  near  Munchengraetz, 
and  is  marching  to  encamp  at  Nimes,  where 
general  Morotz  at  prefent  is.  By  this  motion 
it  will  approach  the  road  of  Zittau,  palfing 
through  Gabel,  and  Reichfladt.  Should  the 
enemy  there  pitch  his  camp,  he  may  arrive  at 
Zittau  as  foon  as  we  can;  and,  (hould  we  intend 
to  march  thither,  the  Ihorteft  road  we  can  take, 
^  '  though 
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though  fufficiently  impradicabk,  will  be  that 
of  Georgcnthal,  if  we  do  not  with  the  enemy  to 
ta]ce  us  in  flank. 

I  here  add  the  relation  of  an  Auftrian  deferter 
and  pf  a  woman^  together  with  the  report  of 
major  Belling  at  Gabel.  General  Winterfeld 
has  endeavoured  to  learn  what  he  could  from 

« 

the  Auftrian  trumpet,  that  arrived  here  yefter- 
day,  but  all  he  could  learn  was  that  general 
Keil  has  been  detached  with  fifteen  thoufand 
inen. 

I  once  again  requeft  you  would  do  me  the 
fiivour  to  fend  me  pofitive  orders  how  to  aft. 
I  muft  further  add,  we  have  bread  only  fufficient 
for  ten  days,  and  that  the  tranfport  of  flour  which 
general  Br^deis  has  taken  to  Zittau  will  but  be 
enough  for  three  weeks. 

I  (hall  caufe  the  camp  which  I  have  been  ad- 
vifed  to  occupy,  in  cafe  Oaun  fliould  fix  his  at 
Nimes,  to  he  reconnoitred.  According  to  this 
our  right  >ying  (hould  extend  to  Brins,  we  (hall 
have  Walten  in  front,  and  our  left  will  be  on 
the  (ide  of  Gabel,  by  which  the  road  of  Zittau 
will  be  covered. 

Our  greateft  want  is  meat ;  the  regiments  are 

not  all  provided  with  oxen,  and  th?  coun^^ry 

people  cannot  fend  in  fufficient  fupplies,  becaufe 

of  the  impediments  afforded  by  the  huflars  and 

2  pandours^ 
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pandours.    Le  Noble  has  fet  fire  to  fome  pan- 
dour  barracks,  and  has  takep  their  cloaks. 
I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      XVI. 

I 

From  the  King* . 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,        Lcutmeritz,  July  8,  1757. 

1  B  E  G  you  to  keep  carefully  on  your 
guard,  and  not  to  divulge  what  I  am  now  goin^ 
to  write,  which  js  of  the  utinoft  confequence. 

You  need  entertain  no  fears  for  Schweidnitz, 
which  place  is  well  provided,  and  canno^  eafily 
|>e  taken,  unlefs  by  a  formal  fiege. 

The  firft  thing  you  hav^  to  do  is  to  join  ge- 
neral Brandeis  with  tl^e  military  chi^ft,  the  feven 
hundred  waggons  of  flour,  and  the  augmenta- 
tion, and  immediately  to  fend  back  the  waggons 
unloaded. 

Here  follows  w^iat  the  enemy  may  do — 

!•  He  may  form  projeds  on  Silefia.  I  per- 
ceive that  at  prefent  he  has  qo  fuch  thoughts, 

*  Though  the  da^e  of  t^is  letter  be  previous  to  thofe  of  the 
two  lafl,  it  18  inferted  at  thii  place,  that  the. connexion  of  the 
former  might  not  be  interrupted* 

and 
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and  that  his  only  purpofe  is  to  drive  us  out  of 
Bohemia.  Therefore  when  wc  (hall  retire  into 
Saxony,  which  we  ought  to  do  this  day  fix 
weeks,  and  when  the  enemy  (hall  have  made 
every  effort  to  penetrate  into  Lu(atia,  and  fend 
a  corps  toward  Cotta,  you  are  not  ignorant  of 
what  my  opinion  is  relative  to  Silefia,  as  well  as 
Lufatia.  I  have  certain  information  that  he  has 
detached  three  regiments  to  Nurenberg.  The 
army  of  the  Empire  cannot  begin  its  march  be- 
fore the  middle  of  the  month  of  Auguft  *. 

You  will  do  the  fame  in  Lufatia ;  but,  as  wc 
are  not  able  to  aft  offenfively  on  two  fides,  you 
muft  think  of  fortifying  your  camps,  while  I  (hall 
make  my  expeditions.  I  will  afterward  fend 
you  fuccour;  or  I  will  do  the  fame,  and  you  (hall 
aft  offenfively.  Should  this  happen,  I  moft  fin- 
certly  advife  you  to  make  your  attacks  with 
one  wing. 

That  your  officers  may  foon  be  taught  thefct^ 
manoeuvres,  you  muft  be  quick  to  incorporate 

*  A  palTage  is  omitted,  which  relates  only  to  camp  msu 
BCEuvres  to  be  made  in  Saxony ;  which  omiilion  was  made  be- 
caufe  the  Letters  appeared  during  the  campaign,  which  thii 
paffagc  might  have  injured.  Bcfidc  that  it  had  no  relation  to 
l^e  vianoctivrcs  of  the  army  id  Bohemia. 

the 
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die  battalions  of  Kahlenberg,  and  of  Baer^  \vith 
the  ruined  battalions.  The  regiments  of  Man- 
flieim  and  of  Wiederfheim  fhould  be  united 
with  tbofc  of  Bevem,  of  prince  Henry,  of  Mun- 
chaw,  of  Schultz,  and  of  Weid,.  The  generals, 
to  render  them  complete,  may  feleft  the  beft 
officers.  The  other  officers,  general  Wiedcr- 
(him,  and  thofe  who  lofe  their  companies,  (hall 
be  paid  from  my  chefl ;  provided  with  this  fuc- 
cour  you  may  return  to  the  camp  of  NeuTchbfs, 
This  march  in  advance  will  be  of  no  ill  conic- 
quence. 


LETTER     XVir, 

P^  the  Prince  ofPruffia. 
In  Anfwcr  to  the  preceding  Letter. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  ^  ?^P  of  L^pa, 

'  July  12, 1757. 

1  YESTERDAY  evening  received  your 
letter  of  the  8th ;  you  may  be  affured  I  (hall  not 
abufe  the  confidence  you  place  in  me,  and  that 
I  (hall  inviolably  obfcrve  fecrecy  in  every  thing 
that  relates  to  what  you  have  told  me  in  your  laft 
letter. 

You  wifti  me  fincerely,  and  without  difguife, 
to  inform  you  what  are  my  thoughts  op  *the  pre- 

fent  ftate  of  affairs. 

4  You 
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You  cannot  but  know  that  general  Brandeis 
has  fortunately  joined  us,  and  that  he  has  left 
flour  at  Zittau,  fufficient  for  about  a  nlonth.  The 
roads  of  Zittau  are  very  impradUcable.  Should 
we  wifti  to  procure  bread  for  ten  days,  we  muft 
fend  five  hundred  and  fifty  waggons  for  flour, 
with  an  efcort  in  proportion  to  the  force  of  the 
Jenemy.  In  the  camp  where  we  at  prefent  are, 
keeping  Gabel  and  Reichftadti  the  convoy  may 
pafs  and  repafs  in  full  fecurityj  becaufe  we  are 
able  to  fupport  thefe  two  pods.  Should  a  corps 
of  the  enemy  encamp  at  Nimes,  we  can  fend 

s 

fome  battalions  to  encamp  at  Gabel ;  and,  in 
cafe  I  fliould  think  proper  to  pitch  a  camp  to- 
ward the  low  lands,  I  pledge  myfelf  that  the 
enemy  cannot  afibrd  me  any  impediment.  But 
I  cannot  pledge  myfelf  that  the  roads  of  Zittau 
will  remain  open ;  and,  (hould  the  enemy  take 
but  one  convoy  of  flour,  we  fliould  want  bread, 
which  would  be  followed  with  ferious  confe- 
quences. 

According  to  the  advice  wfc  receive,  the  ene- 
my is  encamped  between  Liebenau  and  Swigau, 
the  corps  of  Nadafti  is  in  front  of  the  camp, 
and  the  corps  of  Morotz  near  Nimes,  fo  as  to 
form  the  vanguard  of  Nadafti. 

It  appears  to  tne  that  the  greateft  injury  the 
enemy  can  do  us  will  be  to  take  our  magazine. 

That 
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That  of  Silcfia  is  proteftcd  by  the  fortrefs  of 
Schweidnitz.  There  remains^  therefore;  that  of 
ZittaUy  which  (hould  be  carefully  watched.  If  I 
remain  with  the  army  where  I  am^  the  Auftrian^ 
will  not  dare  undertake  any  thing  againfl  it^  be- 
caufe  I  can  arrive  at  Zittau  as  fobn  as  they^  and 
perhaps  fooner;  but^  if  I  am  to  advance  with  the 
army^  it  is  in  the  enemy's  power  to  march  forward 
with  a  heavy  corps,  and  to  cover  that  corps  with 
the  army. 

The  wtot  of  forage  will  indued  nie  to  quit  this 
camp  in  about  eight  days.  I  leave  it>  thereforci 
to  your  confideration  whether  it  be  better  for  me 
to  advance,  or  to  form  a  camp^  with  the  fear 
however  of  loiing  the  communication  with  the 
town  of  Zittau;  or  whether  it  is  your  will  that  I 
fliould  enter  the  camp  of  Gabel,  which  is  not 
£u:  diflant,  and  where  I  may  cover  Zittau^ 

The  light  troops  of  the  enemy  are  rarely  feen ; 
the  greateft  mifchief  they  can  do  us  will  be  to 
impede  our  convoys.  Moft  of  the  regiments 
want  oxen,  which  general  Goltz  has  ufed  every 
effort  to  procure  by  contribution,  and  thefe  con- 
tributions have  been  little  refpefted. 

The  incorporating  of  the  regiments  perhaps 
ought  not  to  be  effeded  till  the  troops  Ihall  be 
in  garrifon;  for,  were  it  done  in  the  field,  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  many  of  the  foldiers  would 

• 

defert. 
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dcfert,  before  they  would  be  known  by  their  of- 
ficers. 

For  this  I  wait  yoxir  orders^  which  I  (hall  in 

all  things  obey. 

I  have  examined  the  augmentation  of  the 
regiments ;  the  men  are  proper  for  fervice^  and 
tolerably  difciplined.  Mod  of  the  horfes  are 
young,  thofe  of  the  regiments  of  Kiow  and  Ste* 
chow  are  in  the  bed  condition  poiSble.  The 
regiment  of  Wurtenberg  is  in  a  very  ill  condi- 
tion. Major  Dalwitz  is  abfent^  and  wounded ; 
for  which  reafon  his  regiment  is  without  a  head, 
without  a  commanding  officer,  and  did  not, 
therefore,  perform  the  fervice  that  might  have 
been  expeded,  at  the  beginning  of  the  cam* 
paign. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XVIII. 
From  the  King. 

m 

In  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing. 
J^Y  DEAR  BROTHER,      Lcutmcritz,  July  14, 1757- 

1  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  12th. 

Should  you  once  retreat,  you  will  in  a  month  be 

repulfed  to  Berlin ;  the  enemy  does  but  follow 

you. 

If 
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If  you  want  oxeo>  fend  into  Ijufatia  for  them. 
Should  you  retreat,  your  forage  will  fail,  and 
the  ■         will  cenainly  take  you  in  flank* 

Nadafti  is  encamped  at  Gailorf,  and  Daun  aC 
Kimes ;  we  heard  him  beat  the  march. 

I  perceive  you  place  too  much  confidence  in 
the  intelligence  brought  you,  and  that  objeds  are 
magnified.  You  have  provifion  waggons  which 
may  bring  you  as  much  flour  as  y6u  Want.  Tho 
thing  mod  proper,  and  mod  convenient,  is  to 
detach  a  corps  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  to 
Schweidnitz,  to  cover  the  frontiers  againft  the 
incuriions  of  Keil.  I  (hall  regulate  my  condud: 
according  to  the  information  which  you  (hall 
fend  me  on  this  fubjeft. 

The  incorporation  <Jf  the  Saxon  regiments 
muft  be  made  at  the  fame  time.  Major  Dalwitz 
is  ill  at  Drefden.  I  will  induce  him  to  return 
to  his  regiment.  Colonel  Putkammer  however 
muft  take  care  of  the  regiment,  as  of  his  own. 

All  the  enemies  we  find  here  confift  only  of 
two  regiments  of  huflars,  two  of  cuirafliers,  and 
four  of  Saxon  dragoons,  fix  battalions  of  Hun- 
garian infantry,  and  about  three  thoufand  pan- 
dours. 

L^don  is  at  the  Pafcapol  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred huflars  and  pandours,  and  between  feveii 
and  eight  hundred  are  fometimes  at  Graupen, 

VOL.  XIII.  F  Zinwalde, 


66  POSTHUMOUS     WORKS.' 

Zinwaldc,  and  Offegg,  an3  others  at  Marien- 
fchein,  and  Schneeberg.  Dcduft  all  thefe  from 
the  corps  which  are  faid  to  be  oppofing  you, 
and  you  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  troops, 
that  furround  you,  has  been  exaggerated. 
I  am,  &c. 


LETTER      XIX. 
Fnm  ibe  King*. 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,     Leutmeritz,  July  lo,  1757. 

JCiVER  fince  yefterday  evening,  we  have 
had  a  heavy  corps  facing  us,  which  encamps  be- 
tween Wegftadt  and  Schurzan.  I  cannot  inform 
jrou  whether  it  be  or  be  not  the  whole  army. 
They  have  detached  a  ftrong  corps  toward 
Auch,  which  I  believe  to  be  four  thoufand 
ftrong ;  they  mean  fome  attempt  againft  Tet- 
fchen,  as  far  as  I  can  judge ;  you  are  at  hand, 
and  can  detach  a  corps  on  the  rear,  which  I 
cannot  do  from  this  place.  It  will  therefore  be 
proper  immediately  to  fend  a  corps  of  feven  or 
eight  thoufand  men,  to  impede  the  projefts  of 
the  enemy. 
I  am,  &c. 

*  This  letter,  the  date  of  which  likewife  precedes  that  of 
the  lady  is  here  inferted,  becaufe  it  was  neceffary  the  feveral 
forecroing  anfwers  fhould  be  together. 

LET- 
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LETTER       XX. 

From  tie  Prince  of  PruJJia. 
In  Anfwer  to  the  preceding, 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  "^^  ,^=^P  ^  ^-^^P^ 

July  13,  1757. 

IHE  chaffeur  (afely  arrived^  to-night^ 
with  the  letter  of  the  ioth. 

General  Winterfcld  will  march  with  feven 
battalions  of  dragoons,  and  ten  fquadrons  of 
huflars,  as  foon  as  the  bread  fliall  be  baked. 
•The  roads  of  Budiflin  are  faid  to  be  very  bad, 
and  that  artillery  cannot  pafs  them.  General 
Winterfcld  will,  therefore,  march  to  Kamnitz, 
and  imagines  he  can  be  before  the  corps  which, 
according  to  his  fpies^  jnean  to  attack  Tetfchen  ' 
and  Pima.. .  - 

I  have  juft  received  a  letter  from  general 
Kreutz,  and  ^another  from  the  minifter,  Schla- 
berndorf,  which  inform  me  that  the  enemy  has 
taken  Landftiut.  General -Kfetitz  jiells  me 
that  he  retired,  with  the  battalion,  to  Schweid- 
nitz.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  force  of  the  enemy. 
The  general  refers  to  the  letter  which  he  wrote 
to  me,  but  whtch'I  have  never  received.' 

The  waggons,  efcorted  by  two  battalions, 
will  go  to-morrow  to  Zittau,  for  flour  for  nine 
days. 

F  a  Should 
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Should  you  command  me  to  march,  I  muft 
have  thirty-fix  hours  notice,  that  I  may  fend 
the  waggons  forward,  I  have  ftill  thirty-three 
battalions,  thirty-five  fquadrons,  and  fifteccn 
fquadrons  of  huffars  remaining  with  me. 

I  have  had  no  news  of  the  enemy.  We  (hall 
change  our  camp  this  afternoon,  that  we  may 
flop  up  the  opening,  and  not  occupy  too  much 

ground. 

A  trumpet  that  we  fent  off  to-day,  with  the 
baggage  of  general  Trefkow  and  other  officers 
that  are  prifoners,  who  requefted  it  (hould  be 
fent,  is  juft  returned.  His  reception  was  figned 
by  general  Haddick,  and  dated  at  Neufchlofs. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER     XXI- 
From  the  King. 

^  The  camp  of  LeipSf 

MY  DEAR  BROTHER,  July  1 3, 1 757  *• 

To  enable  you  to  fom\  a  judgment  of 
what  is  neceflary  for  us  "both  t«  4o,  it  will  be 
proper  for  me  to  defcribe  our  prefent  fituation. 
You  have  mar(hal  Daun  to  oppofe,  and  I 

•  Tbi»  letter  ww  not  deUvered  to  me  UH  the  a»a.  • 

Nadalu. 
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Nadafti.  Morotz  may  take  you  in  flank.  If 
Keil  be  detached  he  will  probably  march  to 
Landfliut. 

The  Swedes  are  aflembling  a  corps  of  feven- 
teen  thoufand  men  near  Stralfund,  The  French 
have  entered  the  country  of  Hcffe.  I  am  in- 
formed that  eight  thoufand  of  their  troops  have 
paffed  the  Wefer,  that  thefe  are  to  be  followed 
by  eight  thoufand  more ;  thefe  fixteen  thoufand 
men^  if  I  do  not  miftake,  will  join  the  troops  of 
the  Empire^  to  begin  their  operations  in  the 
country  of  Halberftadt  and  Magdeburg. 

This,  undoubtedly,  is  no  good  news,  but  it  is 
neceflary  for  us  to  execute  well  what  I  am  going 
to  fay. 

For  our  part,  it  is  requifite  you  Ihould  cover 
Lufatia ;  for,  (hould  you  fail  fo  to  do,  a  fwarm  of 
light  troops  will  march  through  Silefia,  and 
carry  fire  and  fword  to  the  gates  of  Berlin,  bc- 
caufe  I  (hall  not  be  able  to  fend  fuccour  in  time. 
I  fliall  beware  of  giving  you  orders  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  plan ;  the  thing  is  difficult,  con- 
fult  your  beft- informed  generals,  and  always 
choofe  the  mofl  probable  means,  according  to 
drcumftances.  I  (hall  give  you  no  precife  rules, 
either  relative  to  the  pofts  you  have  to  aiTume, 
or  the  marches  you  have  to  make. 

My  purpofe  will  be  to  keep  the  Saxon  hills^ 

F  3  and 
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and  cover  my  magazine^  that  the  Elbe  may  be 
free,  and  that  I  may  oppofe  the  incurfions  of 
the  French. 

With  refped:  to  Pomerania,  I  (hall  fend  a  re- 
inforcement of  five  thoufand  men  to  the  garrifon 
of  Stettin.  You  ought  to  order  the  regiment 
of  Bevern  to  march  to  Stettin,  with  all  fpeed.  I 
will  at  the  fame  time  fend  the  regiment  of  prince 
Maurice  thither. 

To  this  I  add  the  news,  I  have  juft  received, 
that  the  French  have  taken  the  town  of  Embden, 
and  maiihal  Lehwald  informs  me  that  he  is  in 
momentary  expeftation  of  the  reduftion  of  Me- 
mel,  becaufe  the  Ruffians  befiege  that  place. 
Apraxin  is  entrenched  near  Kauen;  the  fleet 
and  the  gallies  mean  to  attack  the  coaft. 

Well  may  this  make  your  courage  droop,  yet 
is  it  now  neceflary  that  we  (hould  redouble  our 
efforts.  My  opinion  is  that  we  muft  wait  the 
iffue  of  a  decifive  battle,  which  one  or  the  other 
party  muft  attempt.  Should  not  this  happen, 
our  two  armies  will  be  loft  before  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign.  You  have  no  doubt  feen,  in  my 
iaft  letter,  the  manner  in  which  I  defire  the  re- 
giments to  be  incorporated.  You  have  the  re- 
.  giments  of  Man(heim,  and  of  Widerfheim,  and 
the  battalion  of  Kahlenberg  grenadiers,  and 
thofe  of  Baer  and  Diezelfky,  at  your  difpofal.  I 

5   ,  '        allow 
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allow  you  to  permit  the  officers  to  feled,  from 
the  Saxon  regiments,  the  bed  eniigns  and  fer* 
jeants,  for  their  own. 

Should  marihal  Daun  encamp  oppofite  me, 
with  the  whole  army,  you  may  detach  from 
eight  to  ten  battalions  with  their  hulTars  into 
Silefia,  to  cover  the  mountains,  but  efpecially 
the  towh  of  Schweidnitz.  In  cafe  of  need,  flour 
for  a  month  may  be  fent  for,  to  the  magazine 
at  Drefden.  You  have  a  fufficient  fupply,  from 
this  time  till  the  12th  of  Auguft;  and  you  may 
be  fupplied  with  more^  till  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Succeffive  marches,  in  retreat,  conduce  to  no 
good ;  you  will  always  be  in  want  of  forage, 
bread,  and  other  provifions,  and  will  lofe  as 
many  men  by  defertion  as  if  you  had  given  bat- 
tle to  the  enemy.  Under  circumftances  fo  de- 
fperate  as  ours,  dcfperate  meafures  fliould  be 
chofen. 

Note  written  in  the  margin,  in  the  band-writing 

of  the  king. 

You  muft  continually  turn  to  face  the  grand 
army.  Should  it  detach  a  corps  to  enter  Silefia, 
do  the  fame  i  and,  (hould  the  army  itfclf  march 
toward  Silefia,  and  leave  a  corps  in  Lufatia, 
imitate  this  conduft. 

End  of  the  Correfpondence  between  Frederic  II.  and 
Augustus  William,  Prince  of  Pruffia.. 
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LETTER      I. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,         Breflau,  December  23,  1758. 

I  SEND  you  the  widow's  mite;  receive 
it  as  willingly  as  it  has  been  beftowed.  The 
fuccour  is  but  fmall,  yet  fuch  perhaps  as  you 
may  ftand  in  much  need  of^  during  thefe  calami- 
tous times. 

I  at  the  fame  time  fend  you  fome  refledions^ 
which  are  all  the  fruit  I  have  gathered  from  my 
lad  campaign. 

According  to  appearances,  our  winter  quar- 
ters will  be  left  in  peace.     The  enemy  affords 

no 
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no  fign  of  an  intention  to  trouble  us ;  but  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  the  fame  with  prince  Ferdi- 
nand. 

Leave  we  the  veil  however  over  futurity,  by 
which  it  is  the  intention  of  Providence  it  fhould 
be  concealed,  and  let  us  fpeak  of  the  prefent. 

Remain  perfuaded  of  the  friendftiip  and  ef- 
teem  which  I  (hall  preferve  for  you  to  the  end 
of  my  life. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC 


REFLECTIONS  on  Changes  necejfary  to  be 
introduced  in  the  Manner  of  making  War*. 

KJ  F  what  good  is  life,  if  we  live  but  to 
vegetate  ?  Of  what  ufe  is  obfervation,  if  it  be 
but  to  crowd  the  memory  with  fadts  ?  In  a  word, 
of  what  utility  is  experience,  if  not  guided  by 
rcfleftion  ? 

Vegetius  fays  that  war  ought  to  be  a  ftudy, 
and  peace  an  exercife ;  and  rightly  has  he  faid. 

Thought,  or,  better  to  explain  myfelf,  the 
faculty  of  combining  ideas,  is  what  diflinguiihes 
man  from  beads  of  burden.    A  mule,  though  he 

*  Thefe  are  the  refle^Uons  which  the  king  mentions  in  the 
foregoing  letter.        T. 

(hould 
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Ihould  have  made  ten  campaigns  under  prince 
Eugene^  would  not  have  improved  in  his  tadics. 
And  to  the  (hamc  of  humanity  it  mud  be  con* 
fefled  that^  with  refpeft  to  this  kind  of  indolent 
ftupidity,  many  old  officers  are  not  fupcrior  to 
fuch  a  mule.  To  follow  the  routine  of  fervice^ 
to  be  bulled  concerning  food  and  clothing,  to  eat 
when  others  cat,  to  fight  when  others  fight,  are 
the  whole  warlike  deeds  of  t^e  majority,  and 
conftitute  what  is  called  having  feen  fervice, 
and  grown  grey  in  arms. 

This  is  the  reafon  that  fo  many  foldicrs  re- 
main in  a  ftate  of  mediocrity.  They  neither 
know  nor  trouble  themfelves  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  their  viftories,  or  their  defeats ;  al- 
though fuch  caufes  are  themfelves  exceedingly 
real. 

That  fevcre  critic,  the  judicious  and  rigid 
Feuquieres,  has  (hewn  us,  by  the  cenfures  he 
has  pafled  on  the  military  men  of  his  time,  the 
road  we  ought  to  take,  to  gain  inftruftion.  The 
art  of  war  is  refined,  fince  the  age  in  which  he 
lived;  new  modes,  and  the  price  of  blood,  have 
rendered  it  more  difficult.  To  obferve  and  to  en- 
quire into  thefe  changes  is  but  proper;  in  order 
that,  having  well  examined  the  fyftem  of  our 
enemies,  and  the  difficulties  which  prefent  them- 
felves. 
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fclves,  wc  may  choofe  the  bcft  means  by  which 
they  may  be  furmounted« 

I  (hall  not  detain  you  with  any  of  the  projects 
of  our  opponents^  founded  as  they  are  on  the 
number  and  the  power  of  thek  allies^  the  mul- 
titude of  whom  ought  to  crufli  not  only  Pruffia> 
but  every  prince  who  (hould  dare  refiftance. 
Nor  is  it  neceflary  to  make  you  remark  the 
maxim  they  have  generally  adopted^  to  attract 
our  forces  on  one  fide  by  diverfions,  that  they 
may  ftrike  fome  grand  ftroke,  in  the  place  where 
they  themfelves  arc,  without  meeting  with  any 
refiftance.  Neither  (hall  I  call  to  your  mind 
their  rule  of  keeping  on  the  defenfive,  in  prefence 
of  a  corps  which  is  ftrong  enough  to  make  head 
tgainfl  them ;  and  to  a£t  with  vigour,  againft 
him  who,  from  weaknefs,  is  obliged  to  cede. 

I  will  in  like  manner  forbear  to  remind  you 
of  the  method  I  have  followed,  to  fupport  myfdf 
againft  the  Coloffus  that  threatened  my  ruin. 
This  method,  which  is  only  become  good  by 
the  errors  of  my  enemies,  by  their  flownefs, 
which  has  feconded  my  aftivity,  and*  by  their 
indolence,  which  never  knew  how  to  take  ad- 
vantage when  opportunity  might  offer,  muft 
not  be  propofed  as  a  model  of  imitation. 

The  imperious  law  of  neceffity  has  obliged 

me 
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me  to  commit  much  to  chance.  The  conduft 
of  a  pilot,  who  neceffarily  commits  the  veffel 
to  be  the  fport  of  winds  and  waves,  unable  to 
guide  it  according  to  the  indications  of  the  com- 
pafs,  never  can  ferve  as  a  rule. 

Our  dcfign,  at  prelent,  is  to  form  a  juft  idea 
of  the  fyftems  which  the  Auftrianshave  followed 
during  the  war. 

I  fix  my  attention  on  them  as  on  thofe  of  our 
enemies  who  have  attained  moft  art,  and  perfec- 
tion, in  the  trade.  I  pafs  over  the  French  in  fi- 
lence,  though  their  knowledge  be  extcnfive, 
becaufe  their  inconfiftency,  and  levity  of  mind, 
overturn,  from  day  to  day,  fuch  advantages  as 
their  abilities  may  have  procured.  With  refpeft 
to  the  RufSans,  they  are  equally  ferocious  and 
ignorant,  nor  do  they  deferve  to  be  mentioned. 

The  principal  changes  which  1  have  remarked 
in  the  condudt  of  the  Auftrian  generals,  during 
the  war,  confifts  in  their  encampments,  their 
marches,  and  that  prodigious  train  of  artillery 
which,  being  played,  even  were  it  not  fupported 
by  an  army,  would  be  almoft  fufficient  to  deftroy 
the  foe,  who  (hould  advance  to  an. attack. 

Good  camps  have  been  chofen  in  former 
wars ;  witnefs  thofe  of  Friburg  and  Nordlingen, 
which  M.  de  Merci  occupied ;  witnefs  a  canlp 
which  prince   Eugene   aflumed,   if  I   do   not 

miflake, 
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miftake,  on  the  Adigc,  or  on  tlie  Tefin,  where 
he  kept  the  French  army  at  bay,  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Villeroi;  witnefs  the  fa- 
mous camp  of  Heilbron ;  that  of  Sierk,  on  the 
Mofelle ;  and  others,  which  I  have  no  need  to 

cite. 

But  let  us  examine  whether  generals  ever  be- 
fore colleded  fo  formidable  a  train  of  artillery, 
as  that  which  is  at  prefent  employed  by  the 
Auftrians. 

Where  were  ever  feen  four  hundred  pieces  of 
ordnance,  ranged  on  the  high  grounds,  with  the 
double  advantage  of  a  diftant  and  a  rafant  (or 
fweeping)  fire  ? 

An  Auftrian  camp  prefcnts  a  formidable  front^ 
and  numerous  ambufcades  in  its  rear.  True  it 
is,  the  great  fuperiority  of  their  numbers,  which 
permits  them  to  form  in  feveral  lines  without 
fear  of  being  outwinged,  affords  them  an  eafy 
opportunity  of  fupplying  every  want,  for  they 
have  troops  enough. 

If  we  here  enter  into  more  minute  enquiries, 
we  (hall  difcover  that  the  principles  on  which 
the  Auftrian  generals  make  war  are  deduced 
from  long  meditation. 

You  will  perceive  much  art  in  their  tadtics; 

extreme  circumfpeftion  in  the  choice  of  their 

camps ;    a  great  knowledge  of  their  ground ; 

6  their 
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their  manceuvres  fupported ;  and  that  degree  of 
prudence  which  undertakes  nothing  but  with  as 
great  a  certainty  of  fuccefs  as  war  will  permit 
men  to  acquire; 

Never  to  fuffer  burfclvcs  to  be  obliged  to 
fight^  is  the  firft  maxim  (^  every  general^  and 
of  which  their  fyftem  is  a  confequence.  Hence 
their  fearch  after  ffarong  camps^  on  heights^  or 
on  mountains.  In  other  refpeds^  the  Auftrians 
have  nothing  peculiar  to  themfelves^  in  their 
choice  of  pofts ;  except  that  we  feldomj  if  ever> 
find  them  in  a  bad  ftation^  and  that  they  pay 
particular  attention  continually  to  pod  them- 
felves  on  ground  where  they  cannot  be  at* 
tacked. 

Their  flknks  are  conftantly  fupported  by  ra* 
vines,  precipices,  marlhes,  rivers,  or  towns.  But 
the  particular  in  which  they  mod  diftingui(h 
themfelves,  from  their  predeceflbrs,  is  the  or- 
ders they  iflue  to  their  troops,  to  profit  by 
every  advantage  of  ground.  They  pay  ex- 
treme attention  to  place  each  part  of  the  army 
where  it  can  aft  moft  cffedtually. 

To  fo  much  art  they  add  ftratagem ;  and  often 
prefent  bodies  of  horfe,  to  induce  the  general 
who  oppofes  them  to  make  falfe  difpofitions. 
I  however  have  perceived,  on  more  than  one 
occafion,  that  whenever  they  form  their  cavalry 

VOL.  XIII.  G  in 
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in  one  contiguous  line  they  have  no  intentIoi\ 
to  bring  it  into  adion;  and  that  they  only 
mean  to  ufe  it  effeftually,  when  it  is  in  a  che- 
quer form. 

Remark  further  that^  when  you  order  their 
cavalry  to  be  attacked,  at  the  begmning  of  tfat 
battle^  yours  will  certainly  be  vi&orious ;  but,  if 
you  purfue  only  to  the  (horteft  diftancei  you  will 
fall  into  an  ambufcade  of  infantry,  where  your 
men  will  be  cut  aflf.  Hence  it  follows  that, 
when  you  attack  this  enemy  in  a  poft,  you  miift 
refiife  engaging  his  cavalry,  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  adioh ;  and,  if  poffible,  place  yoitf 
own  hoife  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Auftrian  ar- 
tillery, that  you  may  employ  it,  according  to  cu> 
cumftances,  either  to  renew  die  combat,  or,  by 
vigorous  purfuit,  to  profit  by  viftory* 

During  the  prcfent  war,  the  Auftrian  army 
has  continually  been  encamped  in  three  Hnes, 
fupported  by  that  prodigious  train  of  artillery 
of  which  I  have  fpoken. 

The  firft  line  is  formed  on  the  declivity  of  the 
hills,  where  the  ground  is  lefs  rugged,  and  the 
defcent  gentle,  in  the  form  of  a  glacis,  on  the 
fide  where  the  enemy  may  attacks  This  method 
is  good,  and  is  the  fruit  of  experience,  which  dc^ 
monftrates  that  a  rafant  fire  is  more  dcftruftive 
thaa  a  defcending  fire.     The  foldicr  befide, 

(landing 
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(landing  aloof  on  this  kind  of  glacis^  has  every 
advantage  of  fuperior  height^  without  its  incon* 
veniences ;  the  foe  who  attacks  is  uncovered, 
and  cannot  injure  him  by  his  fire ;  whereas  the 
defendant  n^ay  cut  off  his  enemy  before  he  can 
approach  further.  Should  the  infantry  force  the- 
aflailant  to  retreat,  it  may  profit  by  its  advan- 
tage, being  aided  and  feconded  by  fituation. 

Whereas,  fbould  the  defendant  be  placed  on 
ground  too  high,  or  too  deep,  the  troops  will 
not  dare  to  defcend,  left  they  (hould  be  broken; 
their  fire  from  fuch  a  height  would  not  every 
where  annoy  the  aflailant ;  and,  making  a  hafty 
march,  the  latter  would  foon  find  himfelf  under 
the  protcftion  of  his  artillery,  and  his  fmall 
arms. 

The  Auftrians  in  like  manner  preferve  this 
amphitheatrical  pofition  in  their  fecond  line,  in- 
terlined with  batteries  like  the  firft,  where  they 
ftation  bodies  of  ifiorfe,  which  are  placed  there 
for  its  fupport. 

Should  the  aflailants  fell  back,  the  cavalry  is 
ready  to  charge.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  firft 
line  (hould  be  forced,  the  advancing  enemy 
finds,  after  a  feverc  confltft  with  the  infantry, 
another  tolerable  poft,  which  muft  be  attacked 
anew.    The  aflailant  is  difordered  by  the  pre- 

G  2  ceding 


^;* 


84  POSTHUMOUS     WORKS. 

ceding  charge,  yet  is  obliged  to  march  to  meet 
frclh  troops,  well  pofted,  and  feconded  by  the 
nature  of  the  ground. 

The  third  line,  which  at  the  fame  time  ferves 
them  as  a  rcferve,  is  defined  to  reinforce  the 
pofts  to  which  the  aflailant  propofes  to  pene- 
trate. 

The  Auftrian  flanks  are  garnilhed  with  can- 
non, like  a  citadel.  They  profit  by  every  pro- 
jeftion  of  the  ground,  there  to  range  artillery, 
fo  placed  as  to  increafe  their  crofs  firing;  fo 
that  the  attack  of  an  army,  with  the  ground  on 
which  it  is  ftationed  thus  prepared,  is  equal  to 
the  attack  of  a  fortrefs,  the  works  of  which  arc 
not  ruined. 

Not  fatisfied  with  all  thefe  precautions,  the 
Auftrians  ftill  endeavour  to  cover  their  front  by 
marflies,  hollow  •  ways  deep  and  impradicable, 
and  rivulets ;  in  a  word,  by  defiles. 

Nay,  not  abfohitely  confiding  in  thofc  fup- 
ports  which  they  have  placed  on  their  flanks, 
they  have  heavy  detachments,  on  their  right 
and  on  their  left,  which  encamp  at  the  dif- 
tancc  of  about  two  miles  fi-om  their  wings,  in 
places  which  cannot  be  approached.  Their 
duty  is  to  obfcrve  the  enemy ;  and,  (hould  he 
inconfiderately  attack  them,  the  grand  army 

may 
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may  fall  on  him  in  flank  and  rear^  and  derange 
his  meafures  fo  as  to  oblige  him  to  retreat,  after 
a  firft  fruitlefs  attempt. 

But,  it  will  be  afked,  how  may  men  fo  well 
prepared  be  brought  to  aftion?  Arc  thefc 
troops,  that  have  fo  often  been  vanqui(hed,  be- 
come invincible  ?  Certainly  no ;  this  1  will  never 
allow.  I  would  not  however  advife  any  perfon 
to  form  a  hafly  refolution,  and  march  to  infuk 
an  army  which  has  had  the  precaution  to  poG- 
fefs  itfelf  of  fo  many  advantages. 

But,  as  it  is  finally  impoflible,  during  a  whole 
campaign,  that  the  ground  (hould  every  where 
be  equally  advantageous,  and  that  thofe  whofe 
office  it  is  to  choofe  pofts  (hould  not  be  guilty 
of  fome  miftakcs,  I  very  much  approve  that 
fuch  occalions  (hould  be  feized,  without  any 
regard  to  numbers,  provided  there  be  but  more 
than  half  the  quantity  of  men  pofleiTed  by  the 
.  enemy. 

With  refped  to  the  miftakes  that  may  be 
committed,  and  profited  by,  they  are  fuch  as 
thefe.  The  foe  may  leave  fome  heights,  in  the 
front,  or  on  the  fide  of  bis  camp,  unoccupied ; 
his  flank  may  not  be  well  fupported ;  he  may 
place  his  cavalry  in  his  ftrft  line;  or  he  may 
detach  one  of  the  corpse  which  hover  on  his 
wings,  too  far  frotn  the  main  army ;  the  heights 

G  3  on^ 
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on  which  he  qiay  ukc  poft  may  not  be  fuffi- 
ciently  confiderable;  and  efpccially  there  may  be 
no  defile  to  intercept  the  march  of  the  affailant ; 
in  which  cafe  I  (hould  prppofe  immediately  to 
feize  on  fuch  heights,  and  to  place  a$  niuph  ar- 
tillery on  them  as  they  can  contaii^* 

I  have  on  more  than  one  occaCpn  obferved 
that  the  Auftrians,  both  cavalry  and  intantry, 
will  not  ftand  the  fire  of  artillery.  But  either 
confiderable  heights  or  a  plain  are  neceflary^ 
advantageoufly  to  profit  by  the  cannon,  which^ 
as  well  as  the  mulketryi  produce  no  effeft  when 
fired  upward.  And  to  attack  an  enemy  withotu: 
the  advantage  of  fire  is  to  attempt  to  fight  againfl 
arms  with  clubs.  Succefs  th^refpre  would  be 
impoffible. 

I  return  to  the  attack.  My  advice  is  that 
a  point  Ihould  be  propofed  from  which  to  nutk^ 
a  powerful  effort,  and  to  form  fevearal  lines 
which  (hall  afford  each  other  mutual  fupport, 
it  being  probable  that  the  firft  afiailants  may 
meti  repulfe.  I  am  not  abfplutely  of  opinion 
that  general  attacks  ought  to  be  niade,  becaufe. 
they  arc  too  dangecous:  whereas,  when  only 
pnc  wing,  or  one  feftion,  of  an  army  is  en- 
gaged, if  it  be  defeated,  the  main  body  remains 
to  cover  a  retreat,  and  thus  no  total  defeat  can 
\k  the  refult. 
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It  muft  further  b?  confidercd  rfiat,  when  you 
only  attack  a  part  of  the  enemy's  army,  your 
lofs  of  naen  never  can  be  fo  great  as  when  the 
battle  becomes  general;  and  that^  (hould  you 
fuccecd,  you  njay  equally  deftroy  your  foe,  if 
he  have  not  any  defile  too  near  the  field  of  bat- 
de ;  nor  any  dc^tachments  from  hU  main  army, 
ready  to  cov^r  his  retreat. 

It  feems  to  xpe  that,  with  that  part  of  your 
trodps  whit:h  you  rpfufe  to  the  enemy,  you  may 
parade,  and  by  making  inceflant  mapcsuvrei^ 
oblige  him  npt  (o  quit  his  poft^  to  march  tp  the 
fupport  of  the  troops  againft  whom  your  effort 
is  made;  by  which  means  that  part  of  his  army 

which  yqu  thus  }ic^p  in  check  will  become  ufe- 

It  perhaps  m^y  happen  that  th?  enemy  m$ty 
cn£pebte  hiqafelfj  on  on$  (id^,  by  marching  to 
the  fu^cQur  of  smother.  When  you  perceive 
fuch  a  pianoevrvre  foon  enough,  if  you  have 
fufficient  forc^i  you  ought  to  profit  by  the  mo? 
ment* 

Neither  let  us  blufti  to  imitate  whatever  we 
can  difcov^r  of  excellent,  in  the  method  of  our 
enemies* 

The  Romans,  by  adopting  the  advantageous 
arms  of  the  nations  againfl  whom  they  fought, 
rendered  their  troops  invincible. 

Q  4  This 
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This  rule  eftablifhed,  wc  certainly  ought  to 
adopt  the  Auftrian  manner  of  encampment  j  in 
all  cafes  fatisfying  purfelves  with  a  more  con*^ 
trafted  front,  that  we  may  gain  in  depth,  and 
taking  great  care  to  (lation  and  to  fecure  the 
wings  welU 

However  embarraffing  it  may  be,  we  muft 
conform  to  the  fyftem  of  a  heavy  train  of  cil- 
lery. I  have  caufed  ours  to  be  very  confider- 
ably  augmented,  and  it  will  fupply  the  defefts 
of  our  infantry,  which  cannot  but  degenerate, 
in  proportion  as  the  war  becomes  more  tedious, 
and  more  bloody.  Thus,  to  take  mcafures  with 
more  judgment,  and  attention,  than  they  have 
formerly  been  taken,  is  to  conform  to  the  old 
principle  of  the  military  *art,  of  never  being 
obliged  to  fight,  contrary  to  our  own  inclination. 

So  many  difficulties  in  the  attack  of  the  ene* 
my,  in  his  poll,  gave  birth  to  the  idea  of  attack- 
ing him  on  his  march,  of  profiting  by  his  de- 
campments,  and  of  engaging  his  rear*guard; 
according  to  the  example  of  the  affair  of  Leufe, 
or  that  of  Senef. 

But  for  this  the  Auftrians  have  in  like  man- 
ner made  provifion,  by  only  carrying  the  war 
into  hilly  and  uneven  countries ;  and  by  prc- 
vioufly  preparing  roads,  either  through  forcfts 
or  marfliy  lands;  or  by  foUpwing  the  windings 

of 
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of  the  valleys,  behind  the  mount^s,  which 
they  take  care  firft  to  garnifti  with  ftrong  detach- 
ments* Their  numerous  light  troops  then  march, 
and  take  poft  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  fummits  of 
thefe  mountains,  and  thus  cover  the  march  of 
the  army,  maik  its  motions,  and  procure  it  en- 
tire fafety,  till  a  new  camp  be  attained,  equally 
advantageous  with  the  one  quitted,  and  in  which 
the  foe  cannot  be  attacked,  without  imprudence. 
I  ought,  on  this  occafion,  to  induce  you  to 
remark  that  one  of  the  means,  employed  by  our 
enemies,  is  prcvioully  to  caufe  the  ground  they 
mean  to  occupy  to  be  examined,  by  their  field 
engineers,  who  take  its  heights,  and  furvey  it ; 
nor  is  the  ground  chofen,  and  its  defence  regu- 
lated, till  after  mature  deliberation. 

The  Auftrians  ntiake  many  and  ftrong  detach- 
ments ;  thofe  that  are  moft  feeble  do  not  confift 
of  lefs  than  three  thoufand  men.  I  have  fome- 
times  enumerated  five  or  fir  detachments,  which 
have  all  at  once  been  in  the  field. 

The  number  of  their  Hungarian  troops  is  con- 
fiderable ;  if  they  happen  to  be  collefted  they 
can  form  a  diftind  corps.  So  that  you  have  two 
armies  to  combat;  confifting  of  the  heavy  troops 
and  the  light. 

TTic  officers  employed  in  the  command  of 

their 
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their  detachments  are  of  confummate  experi-r 
cnce;-  efpccially  in  the  knowledge  of  the  ground^ 

They  often  encamp  near  our  armies ;  but  with 
the  very  ufeful  circumfpeftion  of  pofting  them- 
felves  on  the  tpps  of  mountains,  in  thick  foreflsi 
or  behind  double  and  triple  defiles. 

From  fuch  Jcind  of  dens  they  fend  parties^ 
which  ad  according  to  circumftances ;  and  the 
corps  does  not  (hew  itfelf  unlefs  an  opportunity 
oflfers  to  attempt  fomething  of  moine;^t*  It  is 
the  flrength  of  thefe  detachments  which  allows 
them  tq  approach  fo  near  our  armieS)  and  even 
to  furrouqd  them ;  and  it  is  exceedingly  vex^ 
atious  not  to  have  an  equal  pumber  of  flich 
kind  of  troops. 

Our  free  battalions,  formed  of  deferters,  ii\ 
compofed  and.  weak,  gcnel'a^y  dar<j  pot  fece 
them.  Our  generals  fear  to  v^turc  tpq  hx^ 
left  they  fliould  lofe  their  troops ;  mid  thus  the 
foe  finds  ocqiiion  to  approach  Qur  ^:;amps,  to 
difturb  us,  and  bot^  nig^t  apd  day  to  excite 
alarms. 

Our  officers,  at  length  becfpoc  ^ouliarized 

with  fuch  attempts,  began  to  drfpfe  them,  and 

unfortunately  contrafted   a  habit  of  fecurity 

which  became  fatal  to  us  at  Hof:hkirchen,  where 

'  moft  of  ;hem  fuppofed  the  attack^  which  the 

^  whole 


9?bole  army  of  tbc  Au(lr|^$  made  on  our  right» 
to  be  nothing  n^ore  than  a  fkirmKh  of  light  and 
irregular  troops. 

Not  to  conceal  any  thing  from  you,  1  cannot 
however  but  think  marflbal  Daun  might  ftill 
make  a  better  ufe  of  his  Hungarian  army,  which 
idoes  not  do  us  all  the  injury  it  might. 

Why  have  not  thefc  detached  generals  made 
any  attempt  againft  our  foragers?  Why  have 
they  not  attacked  the  ill-fortifi^  places  in  which 
we  have  depofited  our  provifions?  Why  have 
they  not  on  all  occafions  endeavoured  to  inter- 
cept our  convpys?  Why,  inftead  of  alarming 
pur  camps,  nightly,  by  feeble  detachments,  have 
they  not  attacked  them  in  full  force,  and  at- 
tacked  our  fecond  line  in  thp  rear  ?  Thefe  would 
have  led  them  to  objefts  of  very  different  impor- 
tance, and  fuch  as  are  decifive  in  war. 

The  Auftrians  no  doubt,  like  us,  are  in  want 
of  bold  and  capacious  officers.  Who  alone  how- 
ever, among  a  horde  of  armed  and  timid  men, 
deferve  to  obtain  the  rank  of  general. 

I  have  in  a  few  words  ftated  my  ideas,  con- 
ceming  the  principles^  on  which  the  Auftrians 
make  war,  at  prefent.  They  have  greatly  im- 
proved the  art,  but  not  fo  as  to  prevent  others 
f'-om  affuming  an  entire  fuperiority  over  them  : 
the  very  art  which  they  employ,  with  fo  much 
2  ability. 
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ability^  for  felf  defence,  furnilhes  us  with  the 
means  of  attack. 

I  have  ventured  fome  opinions,  on  the  man« 
ner  of  engaging  with  them  in  battle ;  but  I  have 
two  things  to  add,  which  I  believe  I  have  omit- 
ted. 

The  firft  is  to  fupport  the  corps  that  attacks, 
otherwife  it  will  be  taken  in  flank ;  whereas  it 
is  principally  deftined  to  flank  the  enemy* 

The  fecond  is  the  great  attention  which  the 
leaders  of  the  forces  ought  to  pay,  that  the  men 
fhould  not  leave  their  ranks,  efpecially  whea 
they  repulfe  the  enemy ;  for,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumflances,  a  feeble  body  of  horfe  which  fliould 
&11  on  them,  and  And  them  in  diforder,  wQu{d 
be  capable  of  effe<%ing  their  deftrudion.  But, 
let  a  general  take  what  precautions  he  pleafe, 
he  dill  has  many  riiks  to  run,  in  the  attack  of 
difficult  pods,  and  in  battle  always. 

The  bed  infantry  in  the  world  m^y  be  re- 
pulfed,  and  beaten,  in  places  where  it  has  tp 
combat  ^ainfl:  ground,  enemies^,  and  artillery. 

Ours,  which  is  at  prefent  baiHrdized>  by  too 
frequent  lofles,  ought  np;  to  be  employed  in  dif- 
ficult entcrprizes.  Its  intrinfic  valour  is  npt  com- 
parable tp  what  it  was ;  and  to  venture  it  ip  at- 
tacks which  demand  conftancy,  and  unfhaken 
fortitude,  would  be  to  pu;  it  tp  trials  too  feverf . 

The 
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The  fate  of  a  kingdom  often  depends  on  a 
decifive  battle :  for  which  reafon  a  general  ought 
to  engage,  if  he  difcover  advantages ;  and  ought 
to  avoid  fighting,  if  the  danger  be  fuperior  to 
the  good  that  can  be  hoped. 

There  are  more  ways  than  one  which  all  lead 
to  die  fame  concli^on.  We  ou^t  to  apply  our- 
felves,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  to  deftroy  the  enemy 
in  detail.  Of  what  confequence  are  the  means 
we  employ,  provided  we  do  but  gain  the  fupe« 
rionty  ? 

The  enemy  makes  a  number  of  detachments, 
the  generals  of  which  are  not  all  equally  prudent 
and  circumfpeft.  We  (hould  endeavour  to  ruin 
thefe  detachments,  one  after  the  other.  Such 
expeditions  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  trifles. 
The  commander  fhould  march  in  full  forte; 
the  (houlder  (hould  be  fet  to  the  wheel;  and 
theie  Ikirmifhes  ought  to  be  treated  as  ferioully 
as  if  a  decifive  battle  were  in  queftion.  The 
advantage  that  would  accrue,  by  twice  fucceflT- 
fuUy  cutting  off  thefe  diftinft  corps,  would  be, 
the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  defend  them ; 
his  circumfpeftion  would  induce  him  to  keep 
coUeded,  and  opportunities  might  be  afforde^ 
of  attacking  the  grand  army  with  fuccefs.. 

Other  ideas  prefent  themfelves  likewife  to  my 
mind,  which  I  fcarcely  dare  propofe  under  our 

prefent 
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prcfent  clrcumftanccsy  ^hen^  overwheliiiied  hf 
the  weight  of  all  Europe^  and  obliged  to  fpeed 
poft  hafte  with  armies^  that  we  may  arrive  foon 
enough  to  defend  this  frontier,  or  fly  to  the  aid 
of  th^  provincej  we,  inftead  of  prtfcribing  to, 
are  obliged  to  receive  laws  from  our  enemies^, 
and  to  regulate  our  motions  by  their  projefts. 

As  violent  iituadbns  however  are  not  of  long 
dunltion,  and  as  a  iingle  accident  may  lead  to 
great  changes  in  affairs,  I  think  it  neceflary  to 
difcover  my  thoughts  to  you,  concerning  tlrc 
feat  of  the  war.  While  we  are  unable  to  draw 
th<  enemy  into  the  plains,  we  cannot  flatter  our«> 
felves  that  we  (ball  acquire  any  great  advantages 
over  hinl ;  but  as  foon  as  we  can  deprive  him  of 
his  hills,  his  fofefts,  and  his  uneven  ground, 
which  fo  well  ferve  his  purpofes,  his  troops  will 
ndt  be  able  to  reiift  ours. 

Bur  where,  fay  you,  (hall  we  find  thefc  plains  ? 
Afe  they  in  Moravia,  in  Bohemia,  at  Goerlitz,  at 
Zitau,  or  at  Freiberg  ? 

I  anfwer  no ;  but  fuch  ground  may  be  met 
with  in  lower  Silefia ;  and  the  infatiable  ardour 
with  which  the  court  of  Vienna  defires  the  re- 
covery of  that  duchy  will  induce  it,  foon  or 
late,  to  fend  armies  thither.  Obliged  to  quit 
their  pofts,  the  ftrength  of  their  heavy  ord- 
nance, and  the  awful  difplay  of  their  artillery, 

wi^l 
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Will  then  be  reduced  to  things  df  fmall  impor- 
tance* 

Should  therefore  the  Auftrlans^  at  the  begins 
tiing  of  a  campaign^  enter  the  plain,  their  nih* 
Hefs  might  draw  on  their  ruin  ;  and,  from  that 
moment,  all  the  operations  of  the  Pruffian  ar« 
mies,  whether  in  Bdiemia  or  in  Moravia,  would 
fucceed  without  difficulty. 

Ton  will  tell  me  that  to  draw  the  enemy  into 
our  own  country  is  but  a  melancholy  expedient* 
I  allow  it  is  fo ;  yet  is  it  the  only  one  that  re« 
^ains,  fince  it  has  not  pleafed  nature  to  form 
pldns  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  but  to  load 
them  with  >Moods  and  mountains*  We  therefore 
have  only  to  choofe  this  advantageous  ground, 
without  troubling  ourfelves  with  any  thing  fur- 
ther. 

When  I  praife  the  ta&ics  of  the  Auftrians,  I 
cannot  but  blame  their  plans  of  campaign,  and 
their  conduft  in  the  grand  parts  of  the  wan 
With  forces  fo  fuperior,  and  allies  fo  numerous, 
as  are  at  the  difpofal  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
that  court  cannot  be  excufed  in  acquiring  fuch 
tiifling  advantages. 

I  cannot  fufiiciently  expreft  my  aftoniftiment 
at  the  want  of  plan  between  the  operations  of 
fo  many  armies,  which  muft  crufli  the  whole 
Pruffian  power,  did  they  make  one  general 

effort. 
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effort.  How  flow  are  they  in  the  execution  of 
their  projefts !  How  many  opportunities  do 
they  not  fuffer  to  efcape !  In  a  word,  how  many 
enormous  £iults  do  they  not  commit^  to  which 
we  have  hitherto  been  indebted  for  our  iafety  ! 

Such  is  the  fruit  I  have  gathered  from  this 
campaign.  The  flrong  impreflion  thefe  images 
have  made  on  my  mind  has  fupplied  the  re- 
flections I  here  communicato.  I  (hall  think  the 
time  I  have  beftowed  in  collecting  thefe  remarks 
well  employed^  if  you  will  meditate  on  them 
yourfelf,  and  impart  your  ideas  to  me,  which  are 
of  more  worth  than  my  own. 

FREDERIC. 

Breflau,  December  21,  lyjS. 


LETTER     IL 
R'om  General  FouqueU 

S  I  R  £»  Leobfchutz,  January  if  1759* 

XvECOLLECT  the  benefits  you  have  be- 
ftowed ;  remember  you  have  enriched  me  be- 
yond my  wifties.  Yet,  in  addition  to  fuch  nu- 
merous favours,  you  now  fend  me  a  prefcnt  of 
two  thoufand  crowns.  For  thefe  I  return  you 
my  moft  humble  thanks,  and  will  endeavour  to 

employ 
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employ  them  in  the  beft  manner  for  your  ma- 
jefty*s  fervice. 

From  thefe  traits  of  generofity  I  imagine  your 
iTiajefty*s  treafures  are  inexhauftible.  So  muclx 
the  better;  I  congratulate  you,  and  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


ii^M 
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From  General  Fouquet. 
15  I R  £^  Leobfcbutz,  JaiiUary  3,  i7S9* 

It  is  aftonifliing,  and  even  fupernaturali 
to  behold  your  majefty  equal  to  labours  fo  vari* 
ous,  and  which  are  all  infinitely  complex.  You 
arc  the  only  man  on  earth  capable  of  fuch  exer- 
tions. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  affairs  of  the  war 
are  the  moft  prefling,  and  the  mod  neceflary ; 
and,  from  the  reflexions  which  your  majefty  has 
made  on  this  important  fubjeft,  I  perceive  you 
have  thought  on  it  profoundly. 

No  one  is  more  capable  than  your  majefty  of 
deep  meditation.  Your  ideas  are  the  acquired 
fruits  of  your  great  experience.  No  man  has 
fupported  wars  comparable  to  thofe  which  you 
have  made ;  hiftory  affords  no  equal  example  ; 

yoi.xiiu  H  and. 
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and,  though  during  the  laft  campaign  you  made 
no  conquers,  the  memorable  deeds  by  which  it 
is  charaftcrifed,  the  aftivity  you  difplayed,  and 
the  courage  with  which  you  made  head  againft 
and  repulfed  the  mod  formidable  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, will  ever  immortalize  you,  and  give  you^ 
precedence  over  all  heroes,  anciedt  and  modern. 

Flattery,  fire,  is  no  part  ef  my  charader ;  the 
whole  world  does  you  this  juftice. 

It  feems  ihat,  by  conrinviriicating  your  reflec- 
tions on  tadics,  and  on  other  parts  of  war,  your 
majefty  approves  that  1  (hould,  or  rather  com- 
mands me  to,  fpeak  my  opinion.  The  mafter 
afks  indrudion  from  his  fcholar. 

I  obey,  and  flatter  myfelf  I  run  no  riik,  fincc 
the  fincerity  of  my  heart  is  known  to  you ;  as  arc 
my  attachment  to  your  fervice,  and  my  zeal  for 
your  auguft  perfon. 

Should  the  war  continue,  it  is  to  be  hoped  you 
will  not  have  the  fame  number  of  enemies  to 
oppofe,  but  that  fome  will  quit  the  party.  If 
not,  the  natural  confequence  ought  to  be  that 
we  fhould  fill,  overpowered- 

The  remarks,  ob  which  your  ihajefly  has  em- 
ployed the  mofl  attention,  principally  relate  to 
three  points. 

I .  The  manner  of  encampment  praftif  ed   b 
^e  Auflrian'S. 

l.Thc 


•0.  The  attack  of  their  army,  on  its  march. 

3.  Their  heavy  train  of  artillery. 

With  refpeft  to  the  firft  point,  which  is  that 
of  the  unapproachable  camps  of  the  Auftrians, 
as  well  in  front  as  in  flanks  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  proper  to  imitate  them,  except  when 
the  obje£l  (hould  be  to  defend  a  defile,  or  the 
pafs  of  a  province;  to  cover  a  fortrefs,  or  to 
avoid  a  battle;  that  is,  fuppofing  our  army  to 
be  much  inferior  to  theirs  i  otberwife  two  ar- 
mies, having  the  fame  end  to  obtain,  would  be 
ifi  danger  of  {^fling  a  campaign  without  any 
confiderable  progrefs,  which  does  not  fuit  our 
fituation.  Neither  can  this  polSbly  happen  ;  for 
the  enemy  will  fend  detachments  into  this  or 
that  part,  whence  changes  in  the  polition  of  the  , 
army  will  refult,  fuch  as  may  ^ve  occafion  to 
battles* 

I  think  that  a  camp  having  its  wings  well  fup* 
ported,  fo  as  not  to  be  in  danger  of  being  turned, 
and  the  (ront  of  which  (hould  be  on  a  declivity, 
without  any  real  advantage  to  either  party  — 'I 
think,  I  fay,  fucli  a  camp  is  fuitable  to  us*  A 
pofition  like  that  might  induce  the  Anibians  to 
march  to  attack  us,  and  make  it  eafy  for  us  to 
meet  them;  in  this  cafe,  we  ffaould  only  have  to 
find  camps  in  which  the  wmgs,  and  the  flanks, 
might  be  well  fupported. 

H  2  Nothing 
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Nothing  can  be  aiore  folid,  better  imagined, 
or  more  deGrable^  than  to  draw  the  enemy  into 
the  plain. 

True  it  is,  the  projed  is  impradticable,  except 
by  the  facrifice  of  a  great  part  of  your  country ; 
but,  on  the  other  fide>  it  might  aid  our  final 
purpofe.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  it  would  only  be  nc- 
ceflary  to  garnifli  well  the  frontier  places. 

I  know  not  whether  my  conjefture  be  juft ; 
but,  after  an  examination  of  the  conduft  of  ge- 
neral Daun,  during  the  lafl  campaign,  I  doubt 
whether  you  will  fucceed  in  drawing  the  old  fox 
from  his  den,  fliould  he  be  continued  in  the 
command  of  the  army.  He  has  formed  a  fyftcm 
totally  oppofite  to  your  plan. 

The  battles  of  Hohen-Friedberg  and  of  Lifl* 
Are  coatiuually  prcfent  to  the  minds  of  the  Au- 
ftrians.  Should  your  projeft  take  place,  two 
confequences  would  be  the  refult ;  we  (hould 
yield  the  precedency  to  our  enemies,  and  (hould 
fufFer  them  to  march  firft ;  whereas  we  have  al- 
.  ways  anticipated  them,  at  the  opening  of  each 
campaign. 

The  fecond  point  relates  to  the  attack  of  their 
army  on  its  march ;  but,  as  your  majefty  ha* 
qbferved,  their  marches  are  fo  well  conduAed, 
,and  fo  exaflly  maiked,  by  die  multitude  of  their 

light 


Kght  troops>  that  we  can  have  but  little  hopes  Qf 
.  gaining  real  adrantages,  on  fuch  occaiions. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  attack  of  theif 
pofts^  which  are  equally  ftrong  and  inapproach- 
able.  Such  aflaults  would  but  be  to  iacrifice  a 
pcxxiigious  nvimbec  of  men,  and  fucctfs  would 
afterward  be  very  uncertain. 

If  the  p<^  be  bad^  they  will  forfake  it ;  as 
we  have  feen  pradtifed  by  feveral  of  their  gene- 
rals. 

Notwithftandang  thefe  difficulties,  it  would  bt 
very  vexatious  fliould  no  opportunity  prcfent  it- 
felf,  during  xh»  whole  courie  oS  a  campaign, 
in  which  they  might  be  found  at  fault. 

What  relates  to  the^ardUery  is  the  thiitl  point, 
and  is  a  capital  one,  paft  difpute.  Your  majefty 
allows  the  following  fafts :  that  the  anillery  of 
the  Auftrians  is  much  fuperior  to  ours ;  that  it 
is  better  ferved  i  and  that  it  carries  further^irom 
the  goodnefs  of  the  powder,  and  the  quantity 
Hfed,  in  making  up  the  charge  for  each  guo. 

The  execution  of  this  formidable  artillery 
alone  gave  occafion  to  the  remarks,  which  your 
m^efty  has  made,  on  the  intrinfic  valour  of  our 
prefent  infantry. 

The  Romans  adopted  the  well^tempered. 
fwords  of  the  Gauls,  and  fubjefted  their  con- 
•uerori.    Let  us^  fire,  follow  their  example, 

H3  as 
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fts  you  have  yourfclf  refolved  to  do ;  let  us  op^ 
pofe  artillery  to  aitilleryi  with  an  equal  propor- 
tion  of  gunners,  and  you  will  nuke  the  regi- 
ments of  your  army  fo  many  lacred  Thebaa 
legions* 

It  is  nothing  but  the  fuperiority  of  that  artil- 
lery, the  effefts  of  which  they  have  felt,  that  has 
ibmewhat  occafioned  them  to  relax  from  th^r 
native  ardouF^ 


I  api,  &c« 


U  M.  FOUQUET. 


••■ 


LETTER     IV. 
From  the  King. 

Breflau,  January  9,  l^^^; 

I  AM  not  fo  rich  as  you  fuppofe,  my  dear 
friend ;  but,  by  the  aid  of  induftry  and  refources, 
I  have  collcded  funds  for  the  next  campaign ;  fo 
that  all  arrears  (hall  be  pundually  paid  off,  at  the 
end  of  February.  I  have  divided,  between  you  and 
two  other  friends,  what  remained  at  my  own  dif» 
pofal ;  you  may  therefore  rather  compare  me  to 
ttie  beggar,  Irus,  than  to  the  wealthy  Crcefus. 
I  thank  you  for  your  anfwer  to  the  military 

rcfledtions. 


ftfle£tion;|  which  I  fent  you.     I  am  of  your 
opinion ;  but  not  a  word  of  all  this. 

The  Turks  begin  to  move;  they  will  not 
long  remain  with  their  arms  crofled.  The  king 
of  Spain  is  dying. 

Thus  the  powardly  confpirators,  who  labouf 
to  cffeft  my  ruin,  will  find  employment. 

Should  the  turbaned  gentry  turn  toward  the 
barbarians  *,  the  whole  horde  will  difappear,  and 
Sweden  will  confequently  give  up  the  game. 
Should  they  attack  eur  infoient  neighbours  (the 
Auftrians)  the  latter  will  not  be  able  at  once 
vigoroufly  to  oppofe  me  and  the  circumcifed. 
And,  further,  (hould  the  king  of  Spain  die,  war 
will  immediately  break  out  in  Italy;  and  our 
thoughtlefs  and  frantic  countrymen  will  be 
obliged  to  quarrel  with  their  infplent  and  proud 
tyrants. 

All  this  muft  not  prevent  us  from  forming  a 
plan  for  prefent  operations.  Time  muft  reveal 
future  events,  and  teach  us  what  meafures  our 
enemies  will  take ;  we  then  (hall  be  able  to  de^ 
lermine  how  it  wili  be  proper  to  aft. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  wi(h  you  health,  and 
profperity  this  new  year,  and  embrace  you  with 

*  The  king  called  the  Ruffians  barbanans,  through  the 
Whole  courfc  of -die  war,  tifl  the  death  of  Elizabeth.      T. 

H4  all 
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all  my  heart,  affuring  you  of  that  eftcem  ajn^ 
fendcrnefs  which  will  end  only  with  life. 

FREDERIC^ 


TOWARDthccndofMarph  1759^  gcnc^ 
ral  Fouquet,  feeing  the  Auftrians  reinforce  their 
tjroops  on  the  frontiers  of  upper  Silefia,  and  en- 
deavour to  force  a  paflage  on  the  fide  of  Zug- 
xnantel  and  Weidenau,~^to  cut  off  his  communis 
cation  with  Nf^uftadt  and  Neifs,  retired  from 
t|ie  environs  of  Leobfchutz,  on  (be  ^Sth,  be- 
yond Hotzenplotz,  and  pUced  his  right  wing  a|; 
Neuftadt,  his  left  toward  Ober-Glogaij,  apd  hi^ 
general  quarters  at  Elfchnig. 

The  Auftrians,  on  then:  part,  drew  in  their 
quarters,  in  Bohemia,^  toward  Landftiut ;  and, 
on  the  25th  of  March,  they  attacked  the  ad- 
vanced pofts  of  the  army  of  the  king,  toward 
Schoemberg,  Licbau,  and  Lan^fhut. 

The  king,  who  had  left  Brcflau,  o^  the  23d, 
to  eftablifh  his  general  quarters  at  Rahnftock, 
and  who  thought  Glatz  in  danger,  following 
the  advice  of  general  Fouquet,  fent  a  detach- 
ment t »  occupy  tlfe  heights  of  Ober-Eich,  and 
of  Nieder-Eich,  between  Glatz  and  Wartha; 
while  he  himfelf  was  encamped  near  Landfhut. 

The  following  letters  contain  the  refult  of 

this  portion. 

LET- 
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From  General  Fouquet. 

^  I  R  E^  Elfchnigi  Aprfl  2,  1759. 

Should  the  Auftrlans  wi(h  to  upder- 
ttkc  the  fiegc  of  Glatz,  as  your  majefty  fuppofes, 
I  certainly  believe  that  the  corps,  deftined  for 
that  operation,  will  come  from  Grulifch  and 
Nachod;  and  that  the  main  army  will  take 
poft,  to  cover  the  fiege,  near  Wiinfchelburg, 
or  Batzdorf ;  where  it  will  be  impoffible  for  it 
to  be  attacked. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  nothing  better 
can  be  done,  in  my  opinion,  than  to  detach 
five  or  fix  battalions,  to  occupy  the  heights 
near  the  villages  of  Upper-Eich  and  Lower- 
^ich,  between  Wartha  and  Glatz;  plans  for 
which  have  been  given  to  colonel  Wreeden, 
and  captain  Winanco. 

Perhaps,  by  this  means,  the  meafures  of  the 
enemy  may  be  difconcerted. 

Every  thing  is  here  in  tranquillity;  the  fron- 
tiers have  not  yet  been  paflcd.  Flour  and  fo- 
rage however  are  continually  tranfported  to  HofF 
and  Troppau  j  and  it  is  faid  that  general  Mar- 

ihal  will  have  the  command  of  the  enemy's 

»  ■ 

corps,  in  thofe  parrs. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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Thb  has  given  birth  to  the  pkn  of  aftuig  In 
upper  SileHa;  and>  if  it  be  poffible^  to  ruin 
^eir  magazines  at  Troppau  and  Hoif. 

Let  me  beg  you  to  tell  me  your  opinion* 
You  have  fifteen  battalions ;  to  thefe  I  xan  add 

• 

fix  or  feven  niore>  and  fome  regiments  of  horfe. 
Inform  me  what  are  your  thoughts^  for  I  am 
not  minutely  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of 
the  Auftriansj  on  your  fide.  If  the  attempt  be 
prafticable,  we  (hall  gain  two  or  three  months 
repofe,  on  that  fide,  which  will  be  a  great  point; 
and  we  (hall  take  vengeance  for  certain  affronts,^ 
which  I  bear  in  mind. 

Your  anfwer  will  determine  what  part  I  (hall 
take^  and  this  (hould  be  done  quickly. 

Farewel,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC 

ruin  of  all  the  magazfnes  wMch  had  been  formed  bj  the  An* 
ftrians,  along  the  frontiers.  This  projed  general  Knobloch, 
in  the  month  of  February,  began  to  put  in  execution,  in  Thu* 
ringia.  General  Woberfnow  deftroyedthe  Ruflian  magazines 
at  PoCen,  and  along  the  Wartha^  and  prince  Henry  very 
fttccefsfuOy  did  the  fame  in  Bohemia,  and  in  Franconia  ^  a« 
vrjU  be  circumftaotially  (een  in  the  foUowii^  liters. 


\ 
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LETTER      VIIL 
From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  S.  Ey  Elfchnig,  April  4,  lyjf* 

A  H  E  letter  of  your  majcfty,  dat^d  the 
3d  inftant,  came  fafely  to  hand. 

General  Ramin  fent  me  advice  that  he  ftiould 
march  to-morrow,  the  5th,  to  Wartha,  with  five 
battalions. 

I  have  written  to  colonel  Wreeden,  and  to 
lieutenant-colonel  D'O,  relative  to  the  poft  which 
the  five  battalions  are  to  occupy,  between  War- 
tha  and  Glatz,  near  Upper-Eich  and  Lower- 
Eich ;  with  orders  for  them  to  throw  up  abatis, 
and  all  neceflary  intrenchments. 

To  expel  the  Auftrian  troops,  and  thofe  of 
the  Empire,  from  Franconia,  will  be  very  favour- 
able to  the  right  wing  of  your  majefty's  army ; 
and  I  wi{h  every  poffible  fuccefs  to  the  attempt* 

I  fuppofe  the  Auftrians  have  intentionally 
ftrengthened  themfelves  fo  much,  near  Land- 
(hut,  from  the  jfear  that  your  majefty  (hould  de- 
range their  plans,  by  penetrating,  od  that  fide, 
into  Bohemia.  Could  this  be  efFefted  at  prefent, 
when  the  campaign  is  beginning,  all  our  follow- 
ing operations  would  be  fenfible  of  the  advantage. 

According  to  advice  from  lieutenant- colomcl 
I  gafs^ 
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Safs,  of  Brieg,  fome  Coflacks  have  been  per- 
ceived in  the  vicinity  of  Wartenberg,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Poland.     In  other  refpedls,  all  here 


is  in  tranquillity* 


L-  M.  FOUQUET. 


,  ,  Miiiiiiirtii 


LETTER      IX, 

From  the  King. 

April  6t  1759* 
Y  O  tJ  anfwer  me  like  a  Norman,  my 
dear  friend*.  I  aJk  whether  any  thing  can  be 
done,  on  your  fide ;  and  you  talk  to  me  of  an 
expedition  toward  Trautenau,  where  there  is 
certainly  very  little  to  be  effefted. 

But,  fuppofe  I  (hould  have  driven  them  from 
thofe  parts,  what  would  be  the  confequence,  and 
where  fliould  I  find  provifions?  The  country 
is  eaten  up,  and  thete  is  hot  at  prefent  any  fo- 
rage; therefore  how  could  the  army  exift  ?  how 
remain  without  ftraw,  oats,  hay,  and  with  every 
other  infernal  want,  among  thefe  curfed  moun- 

tains  ? 

This  is  a  difficulty,  by  the  folving  of  which 
you  will  give  me  pleafure. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.    I  embrace  you, 

FREDERIC 

^  To  anfwer  like  a  Norman,  \%  to  equivocate.         T. 

LET. 
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LETTER      X. 

I 

From  Central  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Elfchnigy  April  6f  iJS9^ 

1  HE  prcjeft  which  your  majcfty  wa^ 
pleafed  to  communicate  to  me,  in  your  letter 
of  the  3d  of  this  month,  could  not  have  been 
better  conceived- 

It  was  my  duty  however  to  fend  you,  as  I 
here  do,  a  circumftantial  account  of  things,  and 
fituations. 

y  oW  majefty  will  fee  that  die  principal  maga-^ 
zine  is  at  HofT;  and  that  there  are  only  fomd 
imall  (lores  at  Troppau,  and  Freudenthal. 

Since  the  Auftrians  have  eftablilbed  a  maga-* 
zine  at  Hoff,  they  have  colleAed  their  principal 
forces  along  the  Oppa* 

Should  any  attack  on  this  magazine  be  at* 
tempted,  the  paflage  of  the  Oppa,  and  that  of 
Ae  Mora,  mull  firfl  be  forced. 

To  execute  this,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  malk 
Troppau^  and  Ja*gerndprf;  and  to  penetrate 
with  a  corps  near  Creutzendorf. 

The  firft  march  may  be  made  toward  Leob- 
fchutz,  or  Bladen.  They  will  not  fail  to  break 
down  the  bridges  over  the  Oppa ;  as  they  al- 
ready have  done  near  Jsegerndorf,  and  in  other 

parts; 
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parts;  and  to  take  poft  on  the  other  fide  of  thd 
Oppa,  on  the  heights  which  overlook  that  coun- 
try, to  difpute  our  paflage. 

A  paflage  having  been  forced,  Jsegerndorf 
and  Troppau  muft  not  be  left  in  our  reir;  but 
it  will  be  neceflTary  to  feize  on  Troppau,  and 
throw  fome  battalions  into  the  place,  to  cover  a 
retreat. 

As  fuch  an  enterprize  can  only  be  executed 
in  a  fpace  of  fome  days,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that 
the  foe,  attacked  in  his  centre,  will  fall  back, 
take  pod  near  his  magazine  of  Hoff,  and  oc- 
cupy the  heights  beyond  the  Mora,  near  Spa- 
kendorf,  Heidenpultz,  and  Herzogfwalde.  This 
paflage  will  be  ftill  more  difficult  to  force  than 
that  of  the  Oppa ;  becaufe  of  the  fituation,  and 
the  heights  which  lie  beyond  the  Mora. 

It  muft  further  be  confidered  that  the  regi- 
ment of  Bornftsedt  mpft  be  obliged  to  remain 
at  Patfchkau  ;  and  that  of  Jung-Brunfwick,  at 
Neuftadt ;  that  a  garrifon  muft  nK>reover  be 
left  at  Lcobfchutz,  and  another  at  Troppau; 
fo  that,  on  my  arrival  at  the  Mora,  I  (hall  be 
deprived  of  fome  battalions,  whereas  the  forces 
of  the  enemy  will  be  all  united  beyond  the 

river. 

The  attempt  may  notwithftanding  be  fuccefl*- 
ful,  though  it  may  ftill  more  eafily  fail. 

•  Such 
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Such  are  the  obfervations  which  it  has  pleafcd 
your,  majefty  to  demand ;  but,  as  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  paffes  of  the  Oppa  and  the 
Mora,  and  have  very  accurate  maps,  I  fubmit 
the  decifion  of  the  whole  affair  to  you,  and  wait 

your  orders. 

U  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      XI. 
Frvm  the  King. 

April  89  1759.' 

1  H  A V  E  received  your  anfwer,  my  dear 
general,  and  allow  the  expedition  to  be  difficult 
and  uncertain.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  find 
it  to  be  fo  neceffary  as  not  to  be  negleded.  It 
mull  be  undertaken,  that  we  may  not  fuffer  th« 
halter  to  be  thrown  over  our  necks. 

1  will  furnilh  you  with  five  battalions,  and  the 
neceffary  artillery,  as  well  as  with  pontons.  You 
muft  explain  to  Wendcffcn  whatever  is  requifite. 
The  reginients  of  Bornftsedt,  of  Mofel,  and  of 
Brunfwick,  and  all  the  bead-roll,  muft  be  taken 
with  you.  I  have  five  regiments  of  horfe  ready; 
but  they  muft  only  be  employed  in  the  paffagc 
of  the  Oppa,  and  for  the  blockade  of  Troppau 

VOL.  XIII.  I  v^nd 
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and  Jaegerndorfj  and  mud  not  be  led  toward 
the  Mora,  where  they  can  be  of  no  fervice. 

Treikow  may  alfo  aid  in  the  expedition; 
cfpecially  as  it  will  ferve  to  cover  his  fbrtrefs. 

As  fdon  as  I  fhall  have  received  an  anfwer 
from  Wendeflen,  I  will  fet  all  in  motion ;  and,. 
iVhen  your  corps  (hall  be  affcmbled,  you  will 
only  have  immediately  to  ad ;  for,  I  have  fur- 
ther  to  tell  ,you  that,  When  the  affair  is  over,  I 
fhall  withdraw  the  regin)ents  which  I  fend  you, 
and  likewife  the  artillery,  which  I  do  but  lend, 
that  I  may  perform  the  fame  fervice  on  Nachod. 

You  have  abput  twenty  thoufand  men  in  face 
of  you,  and  we  have  nearly  the  fame  number. 
Should  we  drive  aw^y  thefe  gentry  and  their 
dragoons,  and  fhould  we  feize  on  their  pro<- 
vifions,  Daun  will  be  obliged  to  new  model  his 
whole  plan.  This  is  the  thing  we  wifh ;  and 
then,  let  him  turn  on  what  fide  he  will,  I  fhall 
be  able  to  follow  him ;  which  I  could  not  do  at 
prefent,  unlefs  I  wifh  to  abandon  all  Silefia. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend*.  Make  all  your  ar- 
rangements, let  me  have  a  quick  anfwer,  and  I 
on  my  part  will  in  like  manner  aid  you,  with  the 
utmoft  vigilance. 

I  embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 

L  E  Tr 
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L.  E   T    T   E   R      XII. 

Prom  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE/  ^  Elfchnigi  ApriJ  9,  1J59; 

Ca^X AlN  Wcndeffen  has  km  liie  your 
majefty's  orders,  relative  to  the  expedition  of 
HofF. 

Thefc  orders,  fire,  (hall  be  followed. 

As  however  there  are  two  rivers  to  pafs,  that 
is  tp  fay  the  Oppa  and  the  Mora ;  and  as,  while' 
we  throw  bridges  over  them,  bodies  of  the  ene* 
my  will  infallibly  take  poft  on  the  other  fide,  to 
difpute  our  paflage;  your  majefty  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  remember  that,  there  being  (6  man]^ 
Impediments  to  the  paflage  of  the  Oppa,  for  the 
reafons  alleged  in  my  preceding  letter,  it  will 
be  almoft  an  impdffibility  to  penetrate  as  far  as 
Hoff;  which,  however^  is  the  thing  effential. 

Should  thefe  impediments  occafion  the  enter- 
prize  to  fail,  and  (hould  the  corps  be  obliged  to 
retreat,  very  difagreeable  confequences  may  re- 
fult,  and  fuch  as  may  affed  the  whole  campaign. 

Bread  for  nine  days,  and  forage  for  three,  may 
be  taken. 

But,  as  the  provifions  are  confumed  from 
Auftria  to  Hoff,  and  as  there  are  few'  beafts  of 
burthen  in  this  country,  it  will  be  afterward 

I  z  difficult 
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difficult  to  procure  the  ncceflary  forage  for  the 
corps. 

L-M^FOUQUET. 


«*i 


LETTER.    XIIL 

From  tbi  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  lo,  X75f* 

1  SEND  you  fixtecii  cannon,  eighteen 
pDntons,  four  battalions,  and  four  regiments  of 
cavalry  ;  which  will  all  be  at  Neifs  on  the  13th, 
and  will  join  you  on  the  15th,  at  the  lateft. 

I  have  fent  orders  to  Trelkow,^o  Supply  you 
with  fix  howitzers ;  and,  if  you  wiOi  t(>  have 
them,  with  fome  n[K)rtars, 

i  recoiled  with  you  the  obftaclcs  which  you 
will  have  to  encounter ;  but  chance  will  deter- 
mine on  the  good  or  ill  fortune  of  the  enterprizc, 
and  I  am  forced  from  circumftanccs  to  yield  to 
many  things  to  which,  in  different  times,  I 
ffiould  have  great  repugnance. 

The  attempt  mull  be  made.  Should  it  fuc- 
ceed  only  in  part,  it  will  ftill  be  an  advantage 
to  have  deranged  the  plans  of  the  enemy ;  and, 
{hould  it  be  entirely  fuccef&ful,  it  will  be  admire 
ible. 

I  foim  no  hopes,  and  peaceably  wait  for  chance 
'7  to 
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to  decide  the  affair,  well  convinced  you  will  ne- 
gleft  nothing,  and  that,  (hould  it  be  unfuccefs- 
ful,  it  will  not  be  your  fault.  Grand  and  Bil- 
low go  with  this  corps.  You  will  take  care  to 
call  in  the  regiments  of  Bornftaedt  and  of  Mofel. 

I  muft  repeat  that,  (hould  you  be  fortunate, 
vhen  the  expedition  is  ended  I  ihall  immedi- 
ately fend  for  the  cavalry,  the  four  battalions  of 
Biilow,  and  the  fix  cannon  ;  becaufe  I  then  pro- 
pofe  to  make  a  fimilar  attempt  oh  Nachod,  and 
Braunau,  that  I  may  free  the  ^vhole  frontiers  of 
Silefia  of  corps  fo  well  ftationed  to  make  at- 
tempts ;  fo  that,  (hould  the  whole  fucceed,  £ 
may  then  undoubtedly  turn,  with  my  arihy, 
either  to  face  the  RxifBans  or  march  to  meet 
Leopoldus*.  You  will  thus  comprehend  the 
neceiSty  I  am  under. of  ading  with  rifk;  and 
that  otherwife  I  muft  fink,  arid  be  ruined,  before 
the  campaign  will  be  half  over. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  wifli  you  all  pro- 
sperity, and  am  wholly  yours, 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  Daun  means  to  aft  at  the  beginning  of 
May,  and  we  ftill  have  twenty  days;  if  we  em- 
ploy this  time  well,  we  (hall  fweep  the  whole 
frontiers. 

*  MarfludDaun.        T, 

13  I.ET- 
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LETTER.     XIV. 
Frtm  General  Fouquet. 

« 

Elfchnig^  April  ii,  1759, 

OO  be  Vty  (ire>  fince  it  is  your  will.  Fear 
not  but  we  will  undertake  with  courage,  with- 
out even  hoping  to  fucceecj. 

Your  majefty  at  fjrft  intended  to  have  fent  me 
feven  battalions,  afterward  five,  and  now  only 
four.  Qur  in^try  certainly  will  not  be  toq 
Numerous* 

The  following  is  an  abridgment  of  my  plan — - 

To  leave  a  battalion,  with  a  fquadron  of  the 
Seidlitz  huflars,  at  Neuftadt,  where  I  have  fome 
flour  and  forage;  and  another,  with  a  fimilar 
fquadron,  at  Leobfchiitz,  where  I  intend,  in 
cafe  of  ^need,  tp  convoy  pat^  fufficient  for  three 
days  confumption  for  the  whole  corps. 

Lieutenant-general  Seidlitz,  with  hi^  cav^ry, 
two  or  three  battalions,  and  two  fquadrons  of 
huflars,  will  condud  the  enterprize  from  Trpp- 
pau. 

The  van- guard  will  be  committed  to  lieute* 
nant-general  Trefkow,  and  will  confift  of  fix 
|;)attalions,  fix  fquadrons  of  the  Werner  huflars, 
and  fix  fquadrons  of  the  Bayreuth  dragoons. 

I  (hall 


I  (haU.head  die  remainder  of  the  corps^  and 
march  undei:.tiie  aofpx^es  of  fortune. 

The  expeditioa  over,  \we  fluUl  be  as  fpecdy 
in  our  return  -a^  ii)  our  attack* 

U  M.  PX)UQU^T. 


L   P    T   T   E    I^       XV. 
Frop$  the  King^ 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  JLaodihut,  Apiil  12,  1759, 

1  H  AV  E  fent  you  all  I  was  able  to  fend. 
You  will  have  two  battalions  from  Ncifs,  two 
from  Bocnftsedi^  and  the  four  which  I  have  fent. 
My  detachment  of  Glatz  has.  wc^akened  me  fo 
much  that  I  cannot,  with  prudence,  fend  you 
more.  I  have  a  large  body  here  tp  fiure ;  and, 
in  order  to  deceive  the  en^emy,  I  have  advanced 
thus  far  with  all  my  n^n,  where  }  Ihall  tnm*^ 
quilly  wait  for  news  from  you.  Should  ii  be 
good,  as  I  wi(h  and  hope,  I  may  afterward,  with 
your  aid,  clear  this  frontier :  but,  (hould  it  fuc- 
ceed  only  in  part,  I  (halite  obliged  %o  take^my 
meafures  accordingly. 

Prince  Ferdinand  continues  to  make  a  pro- 
grefs  on  his  fide.  Should  therefore  every  thing 
profper,  we  Ihall  have  our  a^^ms  at  liberty,  for 

1 4  ^^ 
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the  opening  of  the  campaign,  when  affairs  will 
become  more  difficult,  and  more  ferious. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.  I  embrace  you  widi 
all  my  heart,  and  wifli  you  every  felicity ;  not 
without  a  hope  of  foon  hearing  good  news  from 
you. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER     XVI. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

^  ^  R  E,  Elfchnig, April  151  I759t 

1  HAVE  this  evening  affembled  the  corps 
of  this  country,  intending  to  begin  my  march 
to-morrow,  the  i6tb,  on  the  expedition  which  it 
has  pleafed  your  majefty  to  commit  to  me.  Not 
having  any  howitzers,  I  have  fcnt  to  Neifs  for 
two  fifty-pound  mortars. 

The  Auftrians  have  paffed  the  river,  with 
fome  battalions,  and  have  occupied  Bleifchwitz, 
P.et^rwitz,  and  various  other  villages,  on  the 
©ther  fide  of  the  Qppa. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XVIL 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Landfhut,  Apnl  i6,  17519. 

Our  enemies  do  not  in  the  leaft  expeft 
what  is  foon  to  happen.  I  infpire  them  with 
every  fear  I  am  able  to  infpire. 

The  regiments  which  marched  toward  upper 
Silefia  have  returned  to  Koenigfgrsetz ;  in  a 
word,  I  fecond  you  with  all  my  power. 

My  brother  Henry  (hould  this  day  enter  Bo- 
hemia to  commit  ravages  there.  I  hold  the 
main  army  in  fufpenfe;  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  your  talents,  added  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
foe,  will  be  produdive  of  the  moftfplendid  fuc- 
cefs. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend, . 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER     XVIIL 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Troppau,  April  17,  1759* 

'  The  whole  corps  has  this  day  paffed 
the  Oppa,  at  Kreutzendorf  and  at  Dirfchkbwitz, 

and 


IZZ  POSTHUMOUS     WORKS. 

and  the  cavalry  has  endeavoured  to  block  up 
Troppau. 

Companies  of  ulans  and  pandours,  that  occa* 
iionally  made  their  appearanc^liave  not  offered 
any  refiftance. 

The  gardfon  of  Troppau,  compofed  of  three 
battalions  of  Hungarian  infantry  and  pandoursj 
fled  toward  Graetz  two  hours  before  we  arrived, 
not  having  heard  the  intelligence  foonen 

The  cavalry  of  our  van- guard  came  up  with 
It ;  but,  as  the  infantry  was  not  able  to  follow 
foon  enough^  only  two  captains,  two  lieutenants, 
and  two  hundred  and  eleven  foldiers,  have  been 
made  prifoners.  Many  have  been  killed,  with- 
out any  lofs  on  our  part. 
.  The  corps  will  to-morrow  continue  its  march> 
and  we  (hall  ufe  our  utmoft  efforts  to  render 
ourfelves  mafters  of  the  tqagazine. 

Lieutenant-general  Scidlitz  is  to  reoiain  here, 
with  the  cavalry. 

The  enemy>  having  retired  on  all  fides,  will, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  take  poft  on  the  heights 
beyond  the  Mora ;  where  to  attack  him  will  be 
impoflSble,  as  your  majefly  knows. 

Should  that  happen,  I  (hall  be  obliged  to  re* 
^m  for  want  of  provifions;  for  we  foond  ne 
magazine  here,  and  the  corps  has^for^ge  only 
for  three  days* 

L.  M.  FOUQUET- 


LETTER     XIX. 

From  tie  King.  ^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  account,  dated  the 
1 7th  of  this  month,  and  was  highly  plcafed  to 
Uarn  that  your  expedition  has  thus  far  been  fuc- 
cefsflil.  I  am  only  vexed  that  you  have  not 
yet  found  any  magazine. 

I  am  however  certain  there  arc  confiderablc 
ftores  at  Jasgemdorf ;  for  this  place  has  kept  a 
neutrality.  Thefc  you  may  take  and  fend  to 
Neifs,  that  you  may  at  leaft  profit  by  fomething, 
if  more  (hould  not  be  permitted  you. 

Could  you  but  drive  the  enemy  among  the 
mountains^  you  might  now  and  then  find  op- 
portunities to  take  prifeners. 

I  here  inclofe  a  fliort  extrjuf):  of  the  favoura- 
ble expedition  of  my  brother  Henry,  into  Bo- 
liemia. 

I  am  your  afTeftionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  Should  it  pleafe  Heaven  to  make  your 
opponents  guilty  of  fome  miflakes^  by  thefe  per- 
haps you  may  profit. 

J  hritf 
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A  brief  Narrative  of  the  Expedition  of  Prince 
Henry  of  Prt^a  into  Bobefpia^ 

From  Linay,  April  17,  1759. 

ON  the  1 5th,  the  prince  arrived  at  the  camp 
of  HcUendorC  The  heights  on  the  back  of 
Pcterfwald  were  occupied  by  a  thoufguid  pan- 
dours,  and  Hungarian  infantry,  who  were  polled 
behind  a  confiderable  abatis. 

After  they  had  been  repulfed  by  the  free  bat- 
talions, a  part  of  our  van-guard  arrived,  on  the 
fan^e  evening,  at  Auflig,  and  the  remainder  at 
Tccplitz ;  and  the  flour  and  forage  there  coUedt- 
cd,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned,  were  d;e- 
ftroyed. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  Pruflians  marched  toLipay, 
and  feized  on  the  magazines  of  Lowolitz  and 
Leutmeritz,  where  they  found  much  flour.  They 
burnt  all  the  boats  on  the  Elbe,  and  the  corps 
pufhed  forward,  to  feize  on  the  flores  whic}i  the 
enemy  had  left  at  Budya. 

General  Hiilfen,  according  to  a  previous  plan, 
marched  on  the  1 5th  for  Bafl^erg.  The  enemy 
was  turned  by  our  cavalry,  which  pafl'ed  through 
Brefnitz.  The  two  Auftrian  regiments  of  And- 
lau  and  Kocnigfek  wifhed  to  maintain  their  pofts; 
but  lieutenant-colonel  Belling,  and  the  regi- 
ments of  the  corps,  fell  upon  the  pandours; 
and  general  Rcnard,  fifty  officers,  and  two  thou- 

fand 
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fend  men  were  made  prifoners.  Two  ftandards 
were  taken,  two  pair  of  colour^,  and  three  cair- 
non.  The  whole  of  our  killed  and  wounded 
amounted  to  ftxty-fix  men.  The  enemy  befid# 
left  two  hundred  dead  on  the  place. 

Major-general  Afcherfleben  fcized  on  thr 
magazine  of  Saatz ;  fo  that,  fumming  up  the 
whole  of  what  ^e  have  taken,  in  forage  and 
flour,  we  may  from  this  form  a  confiderable  ma* 
gazine; 

We  have  this  moAient  learnt  that  a  large  ma- 
gazine of  oats  has  been  found  at  Libochowirz, 
where  fourteen  prifoncrs  have  been  made,  of  the 
regiment  of  Schmertzing. 

We  have  burnt  all  the  bridges  over  the  Eger, 
and  deftroyed  all.  die  magazines  on  the  banks  9f 
that  river.  We  have  this  inftant  been  informed 
that  a  thoufand  tons  of  flour  have  been  found  at 
Worwizfchan. 


LETTER     XX. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Kunzcndorf,  April  18,  1759. 

1  O  continue  my  narrative  of  yeftcrday,  I 
muft  inform  your  majefty  that  die  corps  this  day 

arrived. 
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arriyedi  without  impediment,  at  tdfartaii^  dear 
the  Mora^  where  the  bridge  was  broken  down* 
Thd  ^nemy,,  as  I  had  fuppofed,  had  taken  poft 
on  the  heights  beyond  the  river,  between  Hertz- 
ogfwalde  and  Heidenpikfch. 

Having  pafied  the  Mora,  to  reconnoitre  the 
iituation  of  the  Aullri^nsi  I  found  them  ranged 
'  in  two  lii^s,  between  which  a  third  projeded. 
.The  cavalry  coycred  the  wings. 

I  examined  whether  they  might  not  be  taken 
in  flank,  on  the  road  of  Bautfdi ;  but  neither 
<ouId  this  projeft  be  executed,  beqiuCb  of  the 
heights  and  ravines  which  int;erfeft  the  country. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  dcferters^  ge- 
neral de  Ville  in  perfon  d^c^nds  the  pafl^igic  of 
Bautich  with  a  body  of  oien ;  a  third  corps  is 
pofted  in  the  woods,  on  our  right,  near  Spaken- 
dorf ;  and  the  bridges  are  broken  down>  and 
abatis  thrown  up. 

Unable  to  make  any  attempt  here,  and  hav- 
ing forage  only  for  two  days,  I  (hall  to-morrOw 
begin  my  retreat. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET. 
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LETTER     XXI. 
From  the  Kmg. 

LandfliQt^  April  to,  1759. 

10  U  R  account  of  the  1 8th  is  in  like 
manner  fatisfadory.  You  informed  me  you 
were  not  able  to  drive  the  enemy  further  than 
the  banks  of  the  Mora.  Perhaps  he  will  be 
daring  enough  to  follow  you^  when  you  begin 
your  march  ^  in  which  cafe  you  may  find  fome 
opportunity  to  play  him  a  tricky  fuch  as  may  be 
equal  to  every  thing  we  with. 
I  am  your  very  affedionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  All  things  cannot  fucceed  as  we  could 
defire^  my  friend.  Fortune  however  muft  be 
attacked.  She  is  ibmetimes  ^vourable  when 
we  expeft  it  the  Icaft;  and  at  others  the  &ntaf- 
tical  huffy  leaves  us  in  the  lurch>  after  enticing 
us  by  her  coquettifh  antics. 


LETTER     XXn. 
Fr4m  Gimrid  Fpuquet. 

S  I  R  E»  Troppto;  Aprfl  io^  1759. 

It  being  impoffible  for  me  to  attack  the 

Auftrians^  in  their  pod  beyond  the  Mora^  as  I 

a  have 


have  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  majefty,  I 
yefterday  with  my  corps  retreated  to  this  place. 
The  Auftrians  began  their  march  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  began  mine.  I  faw  them  proceed,  in 
two  columns,  toward  Hoff;  there,  no  doubt,  with 
an  intention  better  to  cover  their  magazine. 

According  to  the  account  of  the  deferters, 
general  Marfchal  arrived  at  their  camp  the  day 
before  yefterday,  in  the  afternoon,  and  took  the 
command  of  the  corps. 

The  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  the  four  bat- 
talions of  Miinchow  and  Lindftsedt,  and  in  like 
manner  the  eight  pontons  and  the  half  of  the 
heavy  anillery,  which  it  pleafed  your  majefty 
to  fend  me,  left  this  place  yefterday,  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant-general  Scidlitz,  to  re- 
pair to  your  majefty's  army.  To-day  they  will 
arrive  at  Leobfchiitz,  and  to-morrow  at  Ziiltz. 

I  fuffer  my  men  to  reft  here  to-day,  but  I  Ihall 
be  obligedto  continue  my  march  to-morrow,  for 
want  of  provifions. 

The  remainder  pC  the  heavy  artillery,  which 
appertains  to  your  maj^ftj^'s  army,  I  will  fend 
to-morrow  to  lieutenant-general  Seidlitz. 

U  M-  FOUQUET, 


LET- 
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LETTER      XllII. 


From  General  Fauqnet. 


i     .•    • 


S  I  R  £y  Leobfchutz,  April  21,  1759* 

\J  N  my  arrival  here,  I  received  your  m^-» 
jelly's  letter^  dated*  yeftorday. 

I  congratulate  you>  firej  on  the  excellent 
plan  which  prince  Henry  has  accomplifhed,  in 
Bohemia;  and  ani  mortified  that  I  could  not 
find  the  means  to  cx^dite  the  principal  proje6t> 
and  ruiii  fome  magazines. 

Oh  my  march  froni  Lebbfchtitz  to  Troppau, 
I  detached  a  party  of  three  hundred  men  to 
Jasgej-ndorf,  where  they  found  no  magazine; 
and  only  could  deftroy  and  ruin  the  caufeways, 
and  pallifadoc's ;  thii  has  in  like  manner  been 

done  at  Tr6p{)au. 

At  the  latter  place  T  Fouiic)  only  forty  tons  of 
flour,  of  which  bread  was  immediately  made. 

While  che  corps  under  prince  Henry  had  the 
good  fortune  to  take  ftveral  iHagai^ines,  we  have 
been  obliged  to  retreat,  for  want  of  provifions. 
Could  w€  have  remedied  this  defeft,  we  (hould 
ftill  have  been  on  the  banks  of  the  Mora. 

We  had  not  a  grain  of  forage  left,  when  we 
arrived  at  Lcobfchutz. 
^  VOL,  XIII.  K  The 
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The  whole  amount  of  our  prifoners  is  twd 
captains,  three  lieutenants,  and  two  hundred 
and  fixty-one  private  men.  Our  lofs  is  only 
two  men  killed,  and  ten  wounded.         ^ 

L.  M.  FOUQUET- 


■^  I   i—ii— i 


LETTER      XXIV. 

Prom  the  King. 

Lanidfhutf  April  ity  175 9^ 

1 T  is  neceflary,  my  dear  general,  to  in- 
form you  what  is  our  prefent  fituation. 

My  brother  tJenry  has  driven  all  the  enemies 
he  eould  meet  with  before  him,  and  has  taken 
the  principal  magazines  of  the  Auftrians ;  &c. 

This  has  fo  much  deranged  the  plans  of  the 
pope-blefled  general*  that  he  has  detached 
Harfcb,  with  fixtecn  battalions,  toward  Leut- 
meritz. 

My  brother  at  prefent  is  on  his  march,  to 
come  up  with  the  troops  of  the  circles,  toward 
Bamberg ;  and,  though  my  pofition  will  not  aU 

*  In  the  month  of  January^  I759»  g^o^nJ  count  Dauit 

feceivedy  from  pope  Clement  XIII.  a  confecrated  cap  and 

fword.    This  is  the  reafon  why  the  epithets  pope-blefled,  the 

toan  with  the  papal  toka, '  and  the  fan6U£ed  animal  {criature 

hitilte)  arc  fo  often  bcftowed  i^on  him>  fcy  the  kingy  in  hit 

letters- 
low 
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low  me  to  do  much,  yet,  all  Aings  confidercd, 
I  intend  to  make  an  excurfion,  and  drive  the 
Auflxians  from  Nacbod  and  Braunau. 

Let  me  beg  you  to  tell  me  what  is  your  opi- 
nion  I  for,  fliould  you  think  with  me,  you  miaft 
fecond  my  enterprife,  in  which  I  can  principally 
employ  none  but  you. 

Send  me  a  quick  anfwer.  Adieu,  my  dear 
general. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER      XXV. 

« 

From  General  FouqueL 

SIRE,  LeobfchQtz,  Apnl  23,  1759* 

The  gracious  letter  of  your  majefty, 
dated  the  2  2d  inftant,  informs  me  of  your  in* 
tention  to  drive  the  Auftrians  from  the  vicinity 
of  Nachod  and  Braunau,  and  commands  me  to 
tell  you  my  opinion. 

According  to  intelligence  given  by  lieute- 
nant-colonel D'O,  the  Auftrians  muft  have  about 
twelve  thoufand  men,  in  the  environs  of  Brau- 
nau. 

I  therefore  think  that,  could  your  majefty 
march  from  Landfhut  for  Friedland  and  Brau« 

K  2  n^u. 
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nau,  by  making  the  roads  which  lead  from 
Trautenau,  Starckftadt,  and  Politz,  protect  your 
flanks,  it  would  be  poffible  to  take  this  corps, 
fliould  I  at  the  fame  time  march  toward  Brau- 
nau,  through  Wunfchelburg,  to  attack  it  on 
that  fide;  for  the  only  roads  the  enemy  can. 
take  will  be  thofe  which  go  from  Wernerfdorf, 
and  Ditteiibach,  to  Starckftadt ;  and  from 
Weckerfdorf  to  Politz. 

This  done,  your  majefty  may,  if  you  pleafe, 
proceed  through  Politz,  or  Starckftadt,  toward 
Nachod ;  while  I  march  through  Reinerts  an(J 
Levin;  or  I  may  retreat,  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  and  as  your  majefty  (hall  think  proper. 

This  will  all  depend  on  the  orders  your  ma- 
jefty (hall  iffue;  and  we  have  only  to  regulate 
the  days  of  march,  to  advance  at  the  fame  time 
on  both  fides,  and  attack  the  corps  of  Braunau. 

According  to  the  advice  I  have  received, 
which  all  the  deferters  have'  confirmed,  the 
corps  of  De  Ville  confifts  of  thirty-feven  bat- 
talions, fix  regiments  of  dragoons,  one  of  huf- 
fars,  three  thoufand  pandours,  and  two  pulks  of 
ulans,  amounting  to  thirty  thoufand  men. 

This  whole  corps,  the  day  before  yefterday, 
was  ftill  in  face  of  HofF,  at  their  camp  near 
Maywalde.  Since  yefterday  afternoon  their 
Jight  troops  and  dragoons  have  all  puftied  for- 

.     .  ward. 
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ward,  burrowed  into  the  woods  that  lie  between 
here  and  Jaegcmdorf,  and  have  proceeded  as 
far  as  Zuckmantel. 

I  return  the  regiments  of  Munchow  and  Land- 
fbedt  to  your  majefty ;  that  of  Mofel  is  marched 
back  to  Neifs;  fo  that,  with  the  garrifon  of  Neu- 
ftadt,  I  now  have  feventeen  battalions,  and  the 
free  battalion  of  Liideritz. 

Should  your  majefty  command  me  to  march, 
I  muft  abandon  thefe  parts ;  leaving  only  two 
battalions,  with  a  fquadron  of  huflars,  at  Patfch- 
kau.  On  my  march  to  Wunfchelburg,  I  may 
ftation  three  battalions  at  Schwedelfdorf,  or 
Reinerts,  to  occupy  that  pafs.  With  the 
twelve  remaining  battalions,  I  may,  in  five 
days  march,  arrive  at  Wunfchelburg.  Should 
the  roads  be  bad,  fix  will  be  neceflary,  and  two 
days  reft,  which  will  amount  to  eight. 

Difpofe^  fire,  of  your  moft  humble,  &c. 

L.  M.FOUQyET. 

P.  S.  Of  the  ten  new  cannoq,  which  your 
majefty  intended  for  me,  I  have  received  only 
^x;  and  my  letters  from  Breflau  inform  mc 
that  the  other  four  have  been  fent  to  yoiir 
fnajcftyt 


Ks  LET, 
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LETTER     XXVI. 

From  ibe  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  I^dlhut,  April  ts$  1159^ 

I  HAVE  rcceivcid  your  anfwer;  but  af- 
fairs have  changed  fince  I  wrote  to  you;  for 
Beck^  who  was  at  Bergitz  and  Braunau,  has 
inarched  in  hafte  with  hi^  corps  \oward  Prague; 
fo  that  there  are  very  few  troops  in  this  vicinity. 
Should  we  however  turn  Brauiiaq,  Politz, 
and  Nachod,  we  (hall  oblige  Laudohn  to  make 
great  marches^  and  perhaps  (hall  force  him  to 
retreat  j  after  which.  We  may  if  we  pl^c  return. 
}(  you  bring  me  three  battalion?,  two  of  Mofel 
and  one  more,  thefe  will  be  fufficient. 

I  have  four  battalions  at  Franckenfteia,  and 
four  at  Wartha,  Arnheim  and  Glatz;  thefe, 
with  Lc  Noble,  are  all  th^t  are  neceflary. 

The  regiment  of  Wurtemberg  dragoons,  and 
five  fquadrons  of  Noehring,  may  jpin  you.  It 
will  at  prefent  be  impoflTible  to  march  on  the 
roads  of  Gerfdorf,  and  Tannbaufen ;  but  they 
will  be  in  better  order,  in  feven  or  eight  days. 

I  am  of  opinion  that,  (liould  you  then  fend 
two  battalions  againft  Braunau,  while  we  (hall 
come  through  St.  John,  thefe  will  be  fufficient 

to 
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to  repulfe  a  fwarm  of  pandours^  and  that  you 
may  marcl^  immediately  for  Nacbod.  Thofc 
of  Braun^u  may  thiwi  turn  the  poft  of  Bergitz, 
and  proceed  as  for  as  Politz ;  by  which  we  (hall 
procure  prifoners^  and  draw  the  enemy's  atten* 
tion  on  this  iide^  while  my  brother  may  beat  (he 
army  of  the  empire. 

Magazdnes^  of  ev^ry  kind  have  been  taken 
and  deftroyed,  in  Bohemia,  fufficient  to  fupply 
an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men  feven  months. 

Trefkow  may  take  the  command,  during  your 
abfence  ;  and,  the  expedition  over,  we  will  re- 
nuun  tranquil,  and  wait  for  events. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC- 

P.  S.  Your  artillery  ought  to  confift  of  thirty 
twelve  pounders,  and  two  howitzers ;  j^nd  there 
are  ten  more  howitzers  at  Glatz.  Let  fome  of 
thefe  be  tranfported  to  Neifs,  that  they  may 
be  ready  for  you,  ftiould  you  have  occafion  for 
fhem. 


K4  LET- 
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LETTER      XXVII. 

«  -  * 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  Et  Lcaber,  Aprfl  289  175^. 

X  HE  whole  corps  of  general  dc  Vilk 
having  yefterday  advanced  beyond  Bladen,  I 
found  it  impoffible  for  me  to  fecure  the  nccef- 
fary  qonvoys  from  CofeJ,  and  wa$  qbliged  tq 
repafs  the  Hotzenplot^,  and  tp  tal^e  poft  with 
my  corps  in  the  vicinage  of  Neuftadt,  that  X 
might  continup  to  pbferve  the  motions  of  the 
enemy ;  efpecially  after  having  detached  four 
regiments  of  horfe,  and  two  of  foot,  ^a  your 
majefty's  army,  the  regiment  of  Mofel  to  Neifs, 
and  the  free  battalion  of  Liideritz  to  Polni- 
fchwetta. 

The  corps  of  De  Ville  has  hitherto  confifted 

,  ,X,..'  ...  .. 

of  ^hirty-feven  battalions ;  but,  according  to  the 
eport  of  fome  deferters,  he  has  been  reinforccc^ 
by  fix  battalions  from  the  garrifon  of  OUmutz. 
This  however  is  what  I  cannot  certainly  affirm. 
I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXVIII. 

'       .  •  •  ■ 

From  the  King. 

}n  DEAR  GENERAL^  April  ^5,  1759, 

I  LEARN,  from  yours  of  the  !25th,'that 
the  corps  of  De  Vil'e  is  advanced  ;  you  have 
therefore  adcd  very  properly  in  retiring  to  Neu- 
ftadt.  According  to  a|l  appearances^  yve  (hall 
find  fomething  to  do  on  that  fide.  I  hold  it  my 
duty  at  leaft  to  attempt  whatever  is  poflible; 
and,  though  we  cannot  forefee  how  far  we  may^ 
be  fuccefcful,  we  muft  at  leaft  try  our  fortune. 

I  will  therefore  tell  you  what  is  my  purpofe. 

Befide  the  four  battah'ons  which  are  with  you, 
I  will  join  you  with  fix  more  battalions,  to  which 
flxall  funher  be  add^d  the  tvi^o  battalions  of  Neifs. 
We  will  afterward  fall  on  thefe  Auftrians,  in  the" 
hope  of  being  fuccefsful,  and,  at  leaft,  drive 
them  back  to  their  mountains. 

On  the  29th  of  this  month,  thefe  forces  may 
all  be  aflfembled  at  Neifs ;  and  I  will  join  you 
on  the  30th.  I  believe  you  have  fome  pontons 
remaining;  you  have  therefore  only  to  make 
your  arrangements,  with  refpedt  to  the  roads, 
and  to  know  in  what  manner,  and  i»  how  many 
columns,  we  may  march  immediately  to  Bladen, 
^hcr^  the  enemy  is  pofted.  You  have,  no  doubt, 

fomc 
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feme  fmall  map  of  this  ground^  which  you  fy 
Jong  have  occupied. 

The  plan  I  propofed  Ijerc  to  have  executed 
pould  not  have  been  very  fuccefsful  j  for  which 
fTipafon  we  mud  piake  an  attempt  on  your  fide. 

I  an^  your  affedionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 


ip 
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f^cm  General  Fouquet. 

$  I  R  Ey  Lcubcr,  April  26^  175^ 

The  letter  of  your  majefly,  dated  the 
a5th  inftant,  has  been  delivered  intp  my  own 
hands ;  and  I  wait  the  final  commands  of  youf 
majefty^  on  this  fubjeft. 

We  yefterday  pafled  the  Hotzenplotz,  with- 
out meeting  any  difturbance  from  the  Auftrian 
parties;  but  about  five  in  the  evening,  major 
Jlofenbufch,  having  under  his  command  pvo 
fquadrons  of  hufifars,  was  attacked  in  the  village 
of  Deutfch-RaflTelwitz,  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hotzenplotz,  which  I  had  pafled,  by  a  corps 
of  eight  hundred  ulan^^  who  put  him  to  the 
rout. 

We  immediately  fent  a  fuccour  of  two  other 

fquadrons,  that  entirely  repulfed  this  detachment 

a  of 
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of  the  enemy^  and  once  piore  fei^d  on  Deutfchr 
Raiftlwitz.  Of  the  two  firft  fcjwdrons  however 
are  naiffing  major  Rofenbufch^  c^ptajn  Panne- 
witz,  lieutenant  Winter,  ^d  eighty-fijc  huflars, 
who  probably  are  njadc  prifqners. 

The  corps  of  general  de  Villeis  polled,  ac- 
cording to  the  intelligenoe  of  to-day,  beyond 
Bladen ;  and  his  light  troops  extend  from  this 
place  to  ^f  eydelberg,  along  the  mountains* 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      XXX. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GEl^ERAL,       Landfiiut,  April  26, 1759. 

I  ANSWER  your  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
ftant,  and  jnform  you  that  you  ought  at  prefent 
to  give  every  demonftratipn  of  intending  to  re- 
treat ftill  further.  By  this  means  we  fhall  have 
leifure  to  deceiye  ;he  enemy  more  certainly; 
and,  if  poffible,  to  beat  him  in  the  manner  we 
could  wi(h. 

To-morrow  at  noon  I  (hall  be  at  Neifs ;  you 
pay  therefore  inform  me,  after  my  arrival,  of 
all  that  pafles. 

J  am  your  afie(flionate  king. 

FREDERIC, 
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P.  S.  I  muft,  cbft  what  it  will,  dkYencumber 
myfelf  of  one  corps  of  the  enemy;'  The  opera- 
tions of  my  brother  have  put  Daun  on  the  de- 
fenfive:  i  therefore  profit  by  the  moment  to 
fall  on  De  Ville.  Could' we  but  come  up  with 
him,  before  he  could  gain  information,  his  tofs 
muft  be  fevere. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.    To-morrow  at  noon 
I  OiaH  be  at  Neifs. 


J   .1    m 
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From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  X^eu^er,  April  27,  1759, 

JL  HE  corps  under  De  Villc yefterday  adr 
vanced  as  far  as  the  environs  of  Meydelberg, 
having  fent  forward  the  light  troop5,  beyond  the 
mountains  and  woods  which  lie  before  Neuftadt. 

The  care  this  general  takes,  to  conceal  his 
manoeuvres,  induces  me  to  fuppofe  his  fole  in- 
tention is  to  cover  his  march,  that  he  may  glide 
behind  the  hills  with  his  corps,  and  endeavour 
to  feparate  me,  or  cut  off  my  communication 
with  Ncifs,  whence  I  draw  my  fybfiftence. 

I  believe  this  opinion  to  be  the  better  found- 
ed becaufe  no  patroles  have  made  their  appear- 
ance on  his  right,  in  the  plains  toward  Giogau. 
I  ^  The 
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The  incertitude  of  liis  proceedings  induces 

me  to  feek  a  convenient  camp,  for  which  I  (hall 

march  to-morrow,  and  which  will  be  fomcwherc   ^ 

near  Heydau'and  Deutfch-Kamnit?,  a  mile  from 

Neifs. 

I  am,  &C. 

.  L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

P.  S*  While  conchiding  my  letter  I  received 
that  from  your  majefty,  fent  by  captain  Wen- 
<Jeflen.  I  have  no  pontons  here,  becaufe  I  re- 
turned them,  with  the  cannon,  under  the  care 
q{  lieutenant-general  Seidlitz. 


LETTER    XXXII. 

From  Genera/ Fouqu€t. 

SIRE,  Deutfch-Kamnitz,  April  28,  1759, 

1  H  E  corps,  having  yefterday  arrived 
Jiere,  took  poflcflion  of  its  camp,  between  this 
place  and  Heydaq. 

The  infantry  was  on  the  ground  when  the 
rear-guard,  under  the  command  of  general  Wer- 
ner, was  attacked  by  four  regiments  of  dragoons, 
ulans,  and  huflars ;  but  they  were  immediately 
jrepulfed,  and  purfued,  by  Ditterfdorf,  without 
^ny  lofs  being  fuffered  on  our  part.  * 
1  yefterday  got  pofleffioh  of  a  letter  of  general 

de 
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dc  Ville,  dated  at  Liebcilthal,  behind  Meydel- 
bcrg. 

As  he  his  to-day  detached  much  <rf  his  caralry 
to  follow  us^  I  prefutne  he  means  himfelf  to  con- 
tinue advancing. 

So  much  the  better.  1  hope  ht  will  dance  the 

cotillon ;  two  or  three  fteps  forward,  and  five 

or  fix  back. 

I  am,  &c. 

Li  M.  FOUQUET. 


■* 


LETTER     XXXIIL 

From  General  Fouquet. 

I 

4  I  R  E,  Dcutfch-Eamnit^,  April  29,  1759. 

According  to  your  majefly's  orders, 
I  have  formed  the  plan  I  here  fend  for  the  march 
of  the  army,  in  three  columns.  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  roads,  except  of  that  which  I  have 
taken  in  my  laft  march. 

I  have  made  ufe  of  the  map  which  your  ma- 
jefty  caufed  to  be  drawn  of  thefe  environs,  and 
which  you  no  doubt  have  at  Neifs. 

The  patroles,  who  advanced  as  far  as  Schnel- 

lendorf,  did  not  meet  with  any  foe  i  for  which 

reafon  I  fuppofe  general  de  Ville  is  ftill  in  his 

camp,  near  Meydelberg. 

I  am 
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I  am  in  expedation  of  intelligence  to-day^ 
and  (hail  immediately  Qiake  my  report  to  your 
majefty. 

Under  the  pretence  of  fpeaking  to  the  offi- 
cers of  huflars,  who  are  made  prifoners^  I  have 
fent  a  trumpet  to  the  enemy  near  Neufladt ; 
when  the  meffenger  (hall  have  returned,  we  (hall 
be  informed  of  what  he  has  difcovered^  and 
of  what  is  paffing. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     XXXIV. 
Frm  General  Fouquet* 

8  1  R  E,  Deutfth-Eamnit^i  April  t^  I759<' 

According  to  the  report  of  the  pa- 

troles,  and  other  intelligence,  general  de  Ville 

has  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  NcufUdt* 

His  camp  is  fituated  near  Capellenberg,  and 

he  has  feized  on  the  villages  of  Lindewiefe,Grey- 

fau,  and  Dittmanfdorfi  between  here  and  Neu- 

ftadt.    His  horfe  patrole  is  pofted  in  the  foreft 

of  Opperfdorf,  oppofite  to  ours. 

I  am,  &c.  . 

L.  M.  FOUQIJET. 
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LETTER      XXXV; 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  ^     }\^^^f>  ^9* 

Unc  o'clock  mid-day; 

1  AM  this  moment  arrived^  and  have  re- 
ceived three  of  your  letters.  1  am  entirely  of 
your  opinion  that,  ihould  M.  dc  Ville  but  ad- 
vance a  little  further,  he  will  be  obliged  to  take 
prodigious  leaps. 

My  regiments  are  not  yet  all  come  up.  I 
think  however  it  will  be  neceflary  to  march  to- 
morrow, that  the  enemy  may  gain  no  informa- 
tion of  what  is  paffihg. 

I  bring  with  me  twelve  battalions,  and  yoil 
have  fifteen,  which  amount  to  twenty-feven.  I 
likewife  bring  the  artillery  of  Biilow,  twclVe 
more  of  thefe  great  lords*,  and  eight  regiments 
of  horfe.  I  muft  of  neccffity  diredl  my  march 
toward  you  and  Neuftadt,  unlefs  the  enemy 
ftiould  be  fo  good  as  to  approach  nearer,  of 
which  I  doubt. 

We  are  therefore  to  enquire  how  we  may  turn 
the  camp  of  Meydelberg,  wliicb  I  beFieve  muft 
be  effefted  through  Telzftein. 

All  our  grenadiers,  huffars,  and  dragoons^ 
will  form  the  vanguard. 

*  Great  guns.        T. 

have 


n 
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1  have  this  moment  received  your  laft  letter, 
De  Ville  is  mad,  and  we  will  certainly  beat  him 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  This  being  fo,  wc 
may  advance  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  enemy. 

N.  B.  Are  pontons  neceflary  to  pafs  the  Hot- 
zenplotz?  I  have  fome  here,  but  ftiall  leave 
them,  if  they  are  unneccffary.  Inform  me  like- 
wife  whether  you  have  bridges  for  the  columns. 
If  not,  I  will  bring  fome  with  me.  Be  kind 
enough  to  fend  me  an  anfwer  immediately. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC 


L    E    T    t    E   R     XXXVI. 
From  General  Fouquet* 

S  I  il  £,  Dcutfch-Kamnitz,  April  29,  1759. 

1  HAVE  juft  received  your  majefty's  let- 
ter at  our  advanced  pofts,  where,  according  to 
what  I  can  judge,  by  the  marching  and  counter- 
marching of  the  Hungarian  and  light  troops  of 
the  enemy,  they  are  in  poffeffion  of  moft  of  the 
villages  lying  between  this  and  Neuftadt* 

I  have  feen  about  two  thoufand  men  of  thcfe 
mixed  troops,  that  came  from  Dittmanfdorf, 
croffed  the  woods,  and  marched  toward  Neu- 
walde. 

VOL.  XIII.  L  Your 
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Your  rn^efty  informs  mc  you  will  to-morro^^ 
dired  your  march  for  Ncuftadt ;  according  to 
which,  fire,  I  will  fend  the  grenadiers,  huflars, 
and  dragoons  forward,  as  far  as  Lindcwiefc :  the 
main  army  fhall  follow. 

^wait  your  majefty's  commands,  fent  by  lieu- 
tenant Treikow,  to  know  at  what  hour  it  is  your 
pleafure  I  (hould  march ;  that  I  may  leave  the 
road  unencumbered  and  free  for  you. 

Permit  me,  fire,  to  inform  you  of  my  fenti* 
ments.  If  we  both  take  the  fame  road,  we  (hall 
repulfe  the  corps  under  De  Ville,  without  doing 
him  much  or  any  hnrm  j  whereas,  if  we  march 
in  three  bodies,  we  (hall  cmbarrafs  him,  and 
profit  by  the  diforder  and  confufion  into  which 
we  fliall  throw  his  forces. 

To  turn  Meydelberg  and  Fullftein,  (hould 
they  be  occupied  by  a  body  of  the  enemy,  we 
muft  pafs  near  Hotzenplotz  through  Carfberg, 
Trenkau,  Matzdorf,  Raufen,  and  Roben.  This 
will  be  proper  for  the  corps,  or  the  column, 
deftined  to  turn  the  Auflrians ;  but  we  cannot 
pre  vent,  them  from  retreating,  through  Olberf- 
dorf  and  Jsegerndorf,  withont  being  able  per- 
haps to  do  them  the  leaft  injury ;  whereas,  (hould 
a  corps  pafs  on  the  right  of  Neuftadt,  by  Lan- 
genbruch,  another  through  Neuftadt,  and  a  third 
through  Ditterfdorf,  they  will  make  head  againft 

the 
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the  two  firft  beyond  the  hills,  and  will  ^ve  time 
for  the  third  to  march  to  the  above-mentioned 
plftces. 

We  have  no  need  of  pontons  to  paft  the  Hot* 
zenplotz.  I  have  two  bridges;  if  your  majcfty 
will  bring  two  more,  they  will  be  fufficient. 

I  have  juft  been  told  that  the  Auftrians  who 
entered  at  Neu^^aldc  have  proceeded  as  fer  as 
Langendorf,  and  have  diredted  their  march  to* 
ward  Ziegenhals. 


I  ani,  &c. 


U  M.  FOUQJJET. 


LETTER     XXXVIL     - 

From  the  King. 

1  ^HAVE  not  yet  received  an  anfwer  to 
my  letter.  I  fhall  march  to-morrow  with  my 
whole  corps,  and  come  up  with  you,  my  dear 
general,  at  half  paft  five.  Let  no  regiment 
move,  nor  give  the  lead  notice  of  my  prefence,  I 
will  choofe  my  camp  to  conceal  myfelf  from  the 
enemy ;  and  we  will  draw  up  a  plan  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  are  to  aft  on  the  firft  of  May. 
My  opinion  Is  that  we  ought  to  march  for 

•  L  2  Leffen, 
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Lcffcn,  with  the  whole  corps ;  in  order  to  turt! 
the  enemy,  and  take  him  in  flank.  This  road 
you  ought  to  know  by  rote,  and  we  can  confe- 
quently  make  our  arrangements. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

Your  aid  de  camp  is  this  moment  arrived, 
and  brought  me  your  letter.  It  is  neeeflary, 
my  dear  general,  that  I  Ihould  fpeak  to  you, 
and  that  we  fliould  agree  on  our  plan  before  we 
put  ourfelves  in  motion.  If  Dc  Ville  be  cer- 
tainly at  Neuftadt  with  his  whole  corps,  it  would 
be  rafbnefs  to  divide  our  troops  in  this  manner 
to  dillodge  him ;  and,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  we  muft 
conform  to  rule.  But,  (hould  the  cofps  of  Neu- 
ftadt be  only  his  vanguard,  your  propofition 
then  is  excellent. 

FREDERIC. 


On  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  morning,  his 
majefliy  marched  with  his  whole  corps  to  Op- 
perfdorf,  where  he  fixed  his  general  quar- 
ters. His  intention  was  to  attack  general  De 
Ville,  and  he  had  made  his  difpofitions  accord- 
ingly; but,  as  intelligence  was  received  that 
the  enemy  had  changed  his  pofition,  and  had 

taken  poft  on  the  heights  of  Zuckmantel,  where 

• 
It 
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it  was  impoffible  to  attack  him  with  the  whole 
corps^  a  detachment  was  formed  of  all  the  huf- 
fars^  fifteen  fquadrons  of  dragoons^  five  batta- 
lions  of  grenadiers^  and  a  free  battalion. 

On  the  firft  of  May  his  majefly  began  his 
march^  with  this  corps,  toward  Zuckmantel^ 
and  attacked  the  corps  of  general  De  Ville  in 
perfon ;  from  whom  he  took  fix  officers,  and  a 
hundred  and  fixty-fix  Croats,  killed  a^  great 
number  of  men,  and  drove  the  enemy  as  far  as 
Hermftaedt. 

On  the  fecpnd,  the  king  with  his  corps  de- 
camped, to  return  to  Landfhut. 

General  Fouquet  remained  near  Deutfch-Kam- 
nitz,  with  his  corps,  till  the  24th.  He  afterward 
marched  toward  Frankenflein;  and,  on  the  6th 
of  July,  after  the  departure  of  the  king,  he  en- 
tered the  camp  of  Landfliut. 


LETTER      XXXVIIL 
F^om  General  FouqueP^ 

S  I  K  Ey  Peutfcb-KamnitZy  May  6»  1759. 

1  H  £  corps  under  general  De  Ville  con- 
tinues in  the  fame  pofKion,  ne^  Hermfbe^t. 

L3  H<f 
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He  has  detached  general  Reoard^  with  the 
Croats  and  ulans^  to  the  mountains  and  forefts^ 
beyond  Neuftadt ;  having  taken  poft  with  the 
remainder  of  the  corps  toward  Johannifthal  and 
HennerCiorf. 

Yefterday  morning,  general  Werner  propofed 
9Xi  attempt  to  be  made  on  this  corps,  by  endea- 
vouring to  turn  it  through  Arnoldfdorf,  and 
JohannifthaL  I  defired  him  to  inform  himfelf 
of  the  true  ftrength  of  the  faid  corps,  and  of  the 
iituation  of  its  advanced  pofls,  and  to  make  his 
report  to  me,  after  which  we  would  form  our 
plan  accordingly  j  and  faid  that  I,  in  the  mean 
time,  would  order  an  engineer  to  repair  the 
road  we  muft  take,  on  our  march  to  the  attack. 

I  fent  the  engineer  to  him  this  morning,  with 
the  plan  and  regulations,  intending  to  put  it  in 
execution  to-night. 

But  all  I  have  done  is  meffedual.  General 
Werner,  without  waiting  for  orders,  or  plan, 
inarched  yefterday  evening,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
with  all  the  huflars  and  three  battalions  of  gre* 
Badiers.  I  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  put  him 
under  arreft^  and  I  entreat  your  majefty  will 
command  a  council  of  war  to  be  held ;  were  it 
only  that  we  are  unable  to  aft  without  this  brave 
man ;  efpecially  as  there  is  no  officer  of  huflars 
*  here  capable  of  afting  as  his  iiibftitute,  and  be 

having 


C  O  H  It  E  S  ?  0  W  D  E  K  C  E.  I5I 

leaving  boen  ia  part  fuccefsful ;  foe  he  has  takeix 
.  Ueutjeiumt  Kochzizki,  aid  de  camp  to  gener^  Re-, 
nardj  prifenerj  with  twenty-five  ulans,  raitzes^ 
aiKl  QroMt$,  all  wownded ;  has  put  as  many  niore 
to  the  ^ord ;  and  has  brought  off  fome  forty^ 
horfes,  I  leave  it  tg  ypur  majefty  to  determine 
on  his  merits.  He  had  three  huflars  killedj  and 
five  or  fix  wounded. 

I  have  in  the  mean  time  taken  proper  pre- 
cautions^ that  he  ibould  no  more  difpofe  of  the 
huflars  in  a  body^  nor  of  the  grenadiers  accord- 
ing to  his  fancy. 

The  number  of  Auftrian  deferters  is  iacreafed 

to  a  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

I  am^  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     XXXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

8  I  R  £f  Deiitfch-KamnltZy  May  169 1759. 

I  CANNOT  learn  in  what  part  of  the 
hilk  the  corp^  upder  general  Jahnus  is  (lationed^ 
for  it  has  not  hithertp  been  difcqvered. 

The  corps -under  De  Ville  ftill  keeps  the  fan^e 
poft,  and  neither  Aulb'iaas  nor  Pruffians  are  in 
motion. 
Jn  fine,  war  will  uke  that  route  which  your 

L  4  majefty 
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piajcfty  and  fate .  (hall  prefcribe ;  and  I  coul4 
wifh,  lire,  yon  could  in  like  manner  rid  youffelf 
of  your  vile  colic. 

Let  me  entreat  your  majefly  to  take  a  glafs 
of  wine,  fome  Proven9al  oil,  a  piece  of  bread 
toafted,  and  a  glafs  of  water,  and  you  will  be 
relieved  in  an  hour. 

I  have  this  moment  heard  a  rumour  that 
prince  Henry  has  gained  a  victory  over  the 
army  of  the  Empire,  near  D'Afch  apd  Oelfnitz, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hoff. 

I  (hall  be  delighted  to  hear  the  report  con- 
firmed, that  I  may  communicate  the  intelligence 
to  my  neighbours. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER       XL. 

From  General  Fouquet, 
* 

S  I  R  £|  Franckenftdoy  June  i»  1759* 

The  condud  you  obferye,  very  diffe- 
rent  from  the  opening  of  your  other  campaigns, 
in  which  you  have  always  been  more  alert  than 
the  Auflrians,  cannot  but  embarrafs  general 
Daun. 
This  has  occafioned  him  to  order  his  ooi:ps,and 

even 
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even  his  whole  army^  to  advance  on  the  Auftrian 
frontiers^  to  difpute  the  paflage  with  yoiu 

Your  inadivity  muft  certdnly  difconcert  him ; 
and  he  will  probably  endeavour^  by  making  di* 
verlions^  to  induce  you  to  fend  out  detachments ; 
or  he  will  wait  the  approach  of  the  Ruffians* 

We  have  no  news. 

General  Treikow  informs  me  that  De  Villc 
keeps  the  poll  from  which  he  was  xlriven  by 
your  majefty ;  having  his  quarters  at  Zuckman- 
tel,  and  fending  his  patroles  almoit  as  far  as 
Neifs. 


I  am>  8cc« 


L.  M.  FOUQTJET. 


77 


BETTER     XLI. 
FrofB  the  King. 

June  3,  1759, 

xXC  COR  DING  to  the  news  I  receive, 
my  dear  friend^  and  from  what  I  can  conje6tur« 
of  the  plan  of  my  eomies^  it  (hould  feem  they 
mean  to  fet  me  at  defiance. 

This  is  equally  confirmed  by  what  D'O  has 
written  to  me  to-day >  which  he  has  no  doubt 
pommv|nica;ed  tq  you;  fo  that  I  have  fent  for 
Seidlitz,  Platen*  and  Sydow,  to  come  to  me* 

Fo^ 
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For  your  part,  fcouW  PauQ,  as  is  ipparcor, 
pay  me  a  vific ;  aad  (bould  Beck^  and  perhaps 
Laudohn,  attempt  to  penetrate  throusjh  Frieda 
land,  I  abandon  tbem  to  you.  In  this  cafe  you 
mufl  call  in  Ramin,  and  fend  for  Biilow  to  joii) 
youj  that  you  may  take  thefe  genuy  in  flank,  in 
rear,  and  in  every  kind  of  way,  tp  drive  them 
into  Bohemia.  This  effefted,  De  Ville,  Harfch, 
and  Jahnus  will  no  more  rear  their  creft,  buC 
will  bury  themfelves  among  th^  mountains, 
without  ftriking  a  blow.  . 

I  begin  to  perfuade  myfelf  affairs  will  take 
^is  turn.  The  Ruffians  are  in  motion,  and  it 
is  oo  longer  time  to  temporize.  Daun  muft  be 
the  main  fpring  of  the  whole  machine ;  there- 
fore,  in  order  to  take  Silefia,  every  thing  demon- 
ftrates  that  feme  riik  muil  be  run. 

De  Ville  is  obliged  to  detach  four  regiments 
for  Bohemia;  a  certain  fign  that  they  mean  to 
ftrike  the  great  blow  on  that  fide.-  With  all  my 
heart :  I  welcome  the  omen.  As  Coon  as  I  (hall 
gain  any  intelligence,  I  will  communicate  it  to 
you;  and  will  at  the  fame  time  dtreft  you  how 
to  aft,  as  I  (hall  fuppofe  for  the  beft,  in  fuch  a 
cafe. 

The  detachment  of  Marck-Lri(ra  is  retreated 
for  Bohemia ;  it  only  c(m(ifted  of  (iK  hundred 
men« 

My 
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My  brother  Henry  is  now  at  Zwickau.  Sec* 
kendorfy  with  three  battalion^  has  beaten  £}( 
Auftrian  battalions^  four  hundred  Croats^  and 
nine  hundred  huflars.  Kleifl  has  attacked  ^ 
corps,  that  purfued  the  rear-guard  of  my 
brother,  near  Hoff  j  and  has  taken  two  c^^ 
non,  and  a  hundred  prifoners,  from  the  enemy^ 

Their  mob  is  not  invincible,  provided  they 

be  not  attacked  by  poltroons,  and  have  not  Gx 

hundred  pieces  of  anillery  in  battery. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER      XLIL 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  E^  F»nkc»ftrin,  June  3,  1 7591 

G  EN  ER  A  L  De  Ville  occupies  a  camp 
near  Kalkau>  in  the  vicinity  of  Weydcnau,  with 
a  corps  compofed  of  fifteen  battalions,  and  four 
regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  exciufive  of  the 
Croats,  the  ulans,  and  the  huflars.  His  patrolcs 
advance  as  far  as  Patfchkau  and  Ottmachau ; 
and  it  is  faid  he  is  on  the  point  of  encamping 
beyond  Patfchkau.  The  magiftrates  of  that 
town  have  received  orders  to  deliver  in  a  con- 

fiderable 
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fidcrablc  qy^tity  of  bread  and  meat,  for  the 
corps  under  De  Villc. 

Various  reports  confirm  the  news  that  fome 
of  the  regiments  of  this  corps  have  marched  to- 
ward Bohemia,  through  Altftadt. 

Some  days  fince  I   viewed  the  pofition  of 

general  Ramin,  near  Wartha,  which  I  found 

to  be  very  good. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     XLIII. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  j^^  ^  ,^j^^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  relation  of  the  3d  of 
this  month.  You  have  as  much  force  as  gene- 
ral De  Ville  at  prefent  has,  ^fter  the  detachment 
which  he  muft  have  niade;  you  even  furpafs 
him  in  cavalry ;  for  which  reafon  you  are  very 
able  to  make  head  againft  him,  ihould  he  make 
any  attempt* 

This  being  fo,  he  will  not  fend  his  p^troles 
too  far  from  his  camp.  . 

I  am,  &c. 

The  comedy  will  foon  begm  here,  according 

to 
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to  all  I  can  learn.  Daiin  propofes  to  force  my 
pod.  Let  him :  he  will  find  who  he  has  to  talk 
to.  I  have  called  in  all  the  troops  I  have^  and 
am  in  the  bed  fituation  of  which  my  affairs  will 
admit. 

I  will  fend  you  timely  notice  of  what  relates 
to  yourfelf.  You  muft  not  ftir  at  prefent ;  for 
the  great  affair  is^  pofitively  to  underftand  what 
are  the  intentions  of  the  enemy. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER      XUV. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £»  Frand^enfteln,  June  4»  1759. 

1  H  E  detachment  which  general  De  Ville 
has  made  confifts  of  the  feven  regiments  of 
Molk- Wallis,  Alt-Colloredo,  Collowrath,  Deut- 
fchmeifler.  Anger,  and  Durlach,  including  the 
two  companies  of  grenadiers  appertaining  to 
each  regiment ;  as  your  majefly  mufl  have  fcen, 
in  the  report  of  lieutenant-colonel  IXO,  which  is 
confirmed  by  general  Treikow ;  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  two  regiments  of  dragoons  of  Saxc- 
Gotha  and  of  Modena. 

2  General 
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General  De  Ville  dill  occupies  his  camp  near 
Kalkau,  with  the  remainder  of  bis  corps* 

I  have  received  your  majefty*$  orders,  and 
now  only  wait  to  carry  the  whole  into  execu* 
tion.  Should  general  Ramin  join  me^  does 
your  majefty  wifh  that  I  (hould  leave  the  free 
battalion  of  Le  Noble  to  cover  the  bridge  off 
Wartha? 

L.  M.  FOUQ^UET. 


LETTER     XLV. 
Fr^m  ibe  King-. 

Rcich-Hcnnerfdorf,  June  5,  l^S9* 

1  H  AV  E  received  your  account  of  the 
\4th  inftant,  and  yotr  may  leave  the  free  battalion 
of  Le  Noble  at  Wartha ;  but  it  is  neceflkry  for 
him  to  be  very  alert,  during  the  abfencc  of  the 
other  battalions.  In  cafe  he  (hould  find  him- 
felf  too  much  prefled,  that  is  to  fay  too  near  the 
enemy,  he  may  at  any  time  throw  himfelf  inr> 
Giacz.  With  rcfped  to  your  battalions,  endea* 
Your  to  make  them  extend,  imperceptibly,  fome- 
what  before  Reichenbach,  were  it  only  a  bri- 
-gade  of  infantry,  that  a  corps  may  immediately 
be  ready  to  join  Biilow. 

5  You 


'  Yd!  mty  alfo  fend  fomt  artillery  there,  which 
would  be  fo  much  gain.  I  believe  the  enemy 
will  begin  his  operations  in  three  or  four  days* 
Toil  may  alfo  fend  the  free  battalion  of  Liide- 
titz  direftly  to  join  Biilow,  of  which  he  may 
make  good  ufe,  among  thefe  mountains ;  and  I 
have  ordered  lieutenant-general  Treikow  to  fencl 
you  the  battalion  of  grenadiers  of  Rath. 

On  which  i  pr^y  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keibping. 

P.  $•  It  is  at  lead  neceffary  four  battalions, 
and  the  huflars  of  Gerfdorf  and  of  LiHeritz, 
Ihould  joiA  Bulow,  to-niofrow,  in  his  pod  of 
Becrfdorf;  and  that  you  fliould  make  your 
troops  file  off  Coward^  Reichenbach;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, five  battalions  and  the  regiment  of  Bay- 
reuth,  that  all  may  be  ready  to  join  Biilow,  on 
the  (horteft  notice. 

Conceal  their  march  from  the  enemy,  and 
employ  all  according  to  your  bfft  abilities.  The 
following  is  nearly  what  will  happen. 

When  Daun  (hall  put  himfelf  in  motion,'  a 
heavy  body  will  adi^^ce  upon  me.  Of  this  I 
will  take  care.  Another  column  will  pais  by 
Priedland,  to  penetrate  into  this  country ;  and 
Beck  will  march  for  Tannhaufen,  to  amufe  the 
corps  that  I  have  there.  A  body  will  penetrate 
into  your  country,  to  keep  you  at  bay ;  Dc  Villc 

will 
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will  pafs  the  NeiiTej  to  flop  you  on  that  fide  i  but 
all  this  will  not  embarrafs  you  much.  March 
to  Billow ;  and,  when  you  hav^  joined  him,  then 
attack  the  column  of  the  enemy,  whether  it  be 
at  Tannhaufcn,  Gottefberg,  or  near  Vallenburg. 

A  map  of  thefe  countries  (hall  be  drawn  this 
evening,  and  I  will  fend  it  you  immediately. 
Call  in  major  Hauchwitz  to  you ;  Ramin  may 
alfo  take  pod  at  Silberberg,  that  he  may  be 
more  near  to  Treikow.  In  a  word,  we  muft 
not  be  outwitted,  but  confine  ourfclvcs  to. the 
prmcipal  plan  of  the  enemy,  and  endeavour 
to  render  it  abortive.  De  Ville  and  all  his  troops 
will  then  take  to  flight  without  bidding. 

My  poor  old  friend,  marfhal  Kalkftein,  is  juft 
dead. 

FREDERIC. 


V 


LETTER      XLVI. 

From  the  King* 

t 

Rcich-Hennerfdorf,  June  5,  i759. 

By  the  bearer  I  fend  you  the  plan  in  quef- 
tion,  of  which  I  gave  you  notice  in  my  lettef  of 
this  morning,  and  the  reception  of  which  you 

will  do  well  to  acknowledge. 

Or 
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On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
k#ly  keeping. 

P.  S.  Aided  by  this  plan,  and  your  own  excelleot 
abilities,  you  will  do  whatever  (hall  be  requifitc, 
and'aft  according  to  circumftances*  It  is  indif- 
ferent on  which  fide  you  turn  thefe  *  *  *,  Thp 
man  with  the  papal  toka  moves  neither  hand  nor 
foot. 

The  detachment  of  De  Ville  has  not  joined 
any  of  thefe  corps  which  threaten  us ;  I  there- 
fore cannot  judge  of  its  deftination.  The  Ruf- 
fians cannot  be  in  the  environs  of  Glogau  fooner 
than  the  1 2th ;  fo  that  it  may  very  well  happen 
our  prefent  fituation  may  be  more  tedious  than 
we  expeded.  But  no  matter ;  let  us  continue 
our  train,  and  chaftife  the  firft  that  (hall  prefent 
themfelves. 

Farewel,  my  dear  generals 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     XLVIL 
From  Gernrdl  Fauquit. 

SIRE,  Franckenficio,  Jone^,  1759. 

Th  E  o'-ders  which  your  majefty  yefter- 

day  fent,  and  the  plan,  arrived  with  fufficient 

TOL.  XIII.  M  fpccd 
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fpccd  to  be  immediately  put  in  elecution.  The 
free  battalion  of  Liideritz,  with  the  fix  fqna- 
drons  of  Gerfdorf  huffars,  marched  laft  night ; 
and  this  morning,  at  break  of  day,  general  Schen- 
kendorf,  accompanied  by  two  battalions  of  the 
margrave  Henry  and  two  of  Ramin,  with  the 
half  of  the  heavy  artillery,  that  is,  five  pieces  of 
large  twelve  pounders  and  four  howitzers,  be- 
gan their  march  to  join  general  Biilow.  Ex- 
clufive  of  thefe,  five  battalions,  that  is,  a  batta- 
lion of  thePritwitz  volunteers,  a  battalion  of  the 
grenadiers  of  Carlowitz,  a  battalion  of  the  Bud- 
denbrock  grenadiers,  two  battalions  of  Queift, 
and  the  regiment  of  Bayreuth  dragoons,  have 
marched  to-day  to  Peterfwalde,  where  they  are 
near  the  poft  of  general  Biilow. 

General  Ramin,  with  the  two  regiments  of 
Kalkftein^nd  Manteufel,  arrived  to-day  at  Sil- 
berberg,  and  in  the  vicinity. 

The  free  battalion  of  Le  Noble  has  ftayed,  to 
cover  the  paffage  near  Wartha. 
.  With  the  four  remaining  battalions,  that  is, 
the  battalion  of  Naumeifter,  the  grenadier  bat- 
talion of  Unruh,  two  battalions  of  Fouquet, 
three  regiments  of  horfe,  and  the  hufiars  of 
Werner,  I  wait  here  for  the  final  orders  of  your 
majefty. 

The  battalions  of  Naumeifter  and  Unruh, 

with 


With  the  huflirs  of  Werner,  have  occupied  Gael- 
lenau,  Scolzen,  Kuatzendorf,  and  Cainenz.  I 
did  not  wifti  to  difgarnifti  thefe  villages,  that  I 
might  conceal  the  march  from  general  De  Villei 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,'  Franckcnftein,  June  6,  1759* 

rlAVING  hitherto  maintained  a  conti- 
nual correfpondence  with  generalrBiilow,  I  have 
fent  him  the  following  queflions. 

1 .  How  many  troops  does  he  require  to  main- 
tain his  pod  ? 

2.  Should  the  enemy  quit  his  pod,  and  takd 
the  high  road  for  Alten  -Reuflendorf  and  Hohen- 
Gierfdorf,  could  he  attack  him  in  flank  } 

To  the  firft  queftion  the  general  replied,  that 
he  only  afked  four  fquadrons  of  hufTars  and  dra-* 
goons,  and  four  battalions,  to  maintain  his  poil; 
that  more  would  be  ufeleft  to  him,  for  he  could 
not  ftation  them. 

With  refpcft  to  the  fecond,  he  thinks  he 

could  not  detach  troops  toward  Reufleiylorf  and 

^  Dittmanfdorf,  (hould  he  at  ooce  be  threatened 

M  2  and 
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and  attacked,  in  front,  on  the  fide  of  Tannhaufcn, 
and  Charlottenbrun. 

Neither  is  there  much  to  be  done  on  that 
ude ;  becaufe  of  the  various  defiles,  and  of  the 
difficulty  of  pafling  through  the  village ;  a  pafs 
which  the  enemy  might  eafily  difpute,  (hould 
he  occupy  the  heights  which  overlook  the  other 
fide  of  this  fame  village. 

All  he  has  faid  is  confirmed  by  an  officer  of 
engineers,  whom  I  have  fent  to  reconnoitre  the 
ground. 

Not  being  able  therefore  to  aifl  with  my  corps 
near  general  Biilow,  I  have  ported  myfelf  with 
the  thirteen  remaining  battalions,  including  the 
four  of  Ramin  and  the  battalion  of  Rath  grena- 
diers, on  the  heights  before  Hohen-Gierfdorf, 
where  I  have  free  room  for  the  neceffary  ma- 
noeuvres, and  where  I  can  make  ufe  of  the  ca- 
valry :  in  order  that,  (hould  the  enemy  endea- 
vour to  penetrate  on  the  high  road  of  Neu-Reuf- 
fendorf,  I  might  receive  him  in  front,  while  ge- 
neral Biilow  might  diflurb  him  in  flank  as  much 
Hs  poffible,  till  your  majefty  could  come  up. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET- 


LET. 


CORRESPONSEHCE.  165 


LETTER     XLIX. 

From  the  King. 

Rclch-Hcnncrfdorf,  June  €f  i759* 

1  H  AV  E  received  your  two  reports  of  the 
6th,  and  approve  the  chief  of  the  mcafures 
•which  you  have  taken.  Should  the  enemy 
make  an  effort,  you  muft  affemble  all  your 
troops;  that  is,  the  thirteen  battalions  which 
you  have,  and  thofe  under  general  Billow ;  bc- 
caiife,  if  united,  you  will  certainly  be  able  to 
fall  upon  one  of  the  columns  of  the  Auilrians, 
and  to  harafs  it ;  but,  if  feparate,  you  can  do. 
nothing,  and  all  you  can  undertake  muft  be  in- 
cffedual. 

The  Ruffians  cannot  enter  Silefia  before  the 
1 2th,  13th,  or  14th  inftant. 

Daun  wilhes  to  z&.  in  the  mean  time ;  he  has 
oot  hitherto  made  the  leaft  motion,  nor  has  fo  . 
much  as  a  patrole  pafled  his  limits.  His  right 
yefterday  continued  at  Jaromirz,  and  his  left  at 
Schvirtz.  I  wait  to  hear  of  his  firfl  motion,  to 
judge  of  what  can  be  his  true  plan,  and  to  in- 
form you  of  the  pofitivc  manoeuvres  you  are  to 
make.  While  he  (hall  continue  quiet,  I  cannot 
fend  you  any  precifc  orders. 

M  3  We 


|66  POSTHUMOUS     WORKS. 

Wc  have  only  to  wait  with  a  little  patience ; 
and  you  will  do  well  to  fpread  a  rumour  that  I 
am  oo  my  march,  to  join  you,  with  a  corps  of 
infantry;  and  that  we  ftiall  pafs  the  Neiflc  at 
Camenz,  or  atPatfchkau,or  wherever  jioupleafe, 
to  attack  De  Ville  in  his  camp  at  Kamnitz,  while 
you  go  and  take  pod  toward  Glatz,  in  order 
to  alarm  thefe  gentry  on  all  fides. 

You  may  likewrfe  difturb  them  on  the  fide  of 
Silberberg,  as  if  there  were  a  defign  to  march 
for  Neurodc.  Sometimes  fpread  reports  that 
you  are  obliged  to  march  toward  Breflau,  to 
oppofe  the  Ruffians,  who  make  incurfi'ons;  and 
this  in  order  to  aniuf(p  and  deceive  them,  by 
pvery  poffible  means. 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  adtion  :  fome  five  or  fix 
days  will  inform  us  what  are  the  defigns  of  the 
pnemy ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  (hall  make  any  at- 
tempt, for  the  lov?  of  God  make  no  detach- 
ment, but  aft  with  all  your  forces  united ;  by 
which  I  underftand  twenty-one  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, the  free  battalion  of  Liideritz,  twenty- 
five  fqu^drons  of  cuirafliers  and  dragoons,  and 
fixteen  fquadrons  of  huffars. 

Yop  are  partly  acquainted  with  my  ideas.  It 
will  be  impoflible  to  predift  all  that  may  hap- 
pen ;  but,  as  foon  as  the  enemy  (lull  begin  to 
manoeuvre,  which  will  further  inform  me  what 

his 
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Jbis  intentions  are,  I  (hall  be  able  to  fend  you 
more  precife  inftruftions.  Should  the  main 
army  of  the  enemy  take  poft  oppofite  me,  you 
will  be  very  able  to  refift  a  detachment ;  pro- 
vided your  corps  (hall  continually  keep  nine 
days  bread  in  advance.  In  cafe  of  neceflity, 
the  cavalry  muft  forage. 

Should  the  enemy  only  prefent  a  mafk  on  this 
(ide,  and  (hould  I  perceive  that  his  greateft 
force  (hall  poft  itfelf  on  the  fide  of  Friedland, 
1  will  immediately  incline  thither ;  not  to  dif- 
pute  the  -paflTage  with  him,  but  to  cut  him  off 
from  Bohemia.  I  (hall  thus  oblige  him  either 
to  come  and  attack  me,  to  a  difadvantage,  or 
to  march  into  the  plain,  to  join  the  corps  of 
De  Ville  as  ibon  as  poflible,  that  he  may  ob- 
tain bread. 

In  the  firft  cafe,  if  you  will  march  befide  him 
to  a  certain  diftance,  you  will  always  be  able  to 
uke  him  in  flank  or  in  rear,  when  we  Ihall  come 
to  aftion ;  and,  in  the  fecond,  you  muft  harafs 
him,  that  when  he  leaves  the  mountains,  on  the 
fide  of  Reichcnbach,  you  may  engage  advan- 
tageoufly  with  his  rear-guard. 

You  may  further  fpoil  the  road  from  Silber- 
berg  to  Neurode,  by  ftrewing  it  with  brambles, 
and  rendering  it  imprafti cable  for  carriages ;  in 
•rder  that,   (hould  he  wifli  to  pafs  with    one 

M  4  column 
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column  on  this  fide,  it  will  become  abfolutely 
impoffible  for  him  to  drag  his  artillery,  without 
which  you  very  well  know  he  will  not  march. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from 
Bulow,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  the  corps 
of  Beck  is  ready  to  march ;  and  a  huflar  is  this 
inftant  arrived  from  Politz,  who  depofes  that 
the  pandours,  the  huflars,  and  fome  German  in- 
fantry arrived  the  day  before  yeftefday  near 
Politz.  He  adds  that  the  Auftrian  officers 
fpoke,  yefterday  morning,  with  the  peafants  of 
the  vicinity  of  Politz ;  and  promifed  them  much 
monef ,  if  they  wpuld  but  (hew  them  a  hill,  oq 
which  they  wifhed  that  night  to  reconnoitre  our 
camp. 

Angther  d^eferter  depofes  that  the  army  was 
to  march  to-day ;  but  I  have  yet  received  no 
intelligence  of  his  march,  otherwife  I  (hould 
write  to  you.  As  foon  ^  I  can  leaqi  any  thing 
conclufive,  I  will  inform  you  of  it.  But  we 
approach  the  cataftrophe,  and  the  affair  mufl  be 
over  in  twice  twenty-four  hours.  In  the  mean 
time  it  is  necefTary  to  be  alert,  and  make  all 
nccefTary  movements  as  quickly  as  poffible. 

I  FREDERIC 
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LETTER     L. 

From  the  King* 

Rdcb-Hennerfdorfy  June  g,  1759* 

JL  OU  muft  have  heard  that  the  fourteen 
battalions  of  De  Ville  have  marched  from  Seuf- 
tcnberg  to  Jaromirz ;  and,  in  like  manner,  you 
muft  know  that  five  battalions  of  pandours  have 
left  the  corps  of  Beck,  to  join  the  grand  army. 
Thefe  circumftances  declare  .what  the  projed  is, 
which  the  man  with  the  papal  toka  has  formed. 
1  perceive  his  forces  all  incline  to  the  fide  of 
Trautenau;  confequently,  he  will  here  come 
and  attack  me,  in  my  fort. 

Should  this  be  confirmed,  the  following  b 
my  chain  of  reafoning:  Firft  you  muft  make 

every  arrangement,  that  you  may  join  Biilow, 
on  the  firft  fignal,  with  all  pofldble  fpeed. 

I  conclude  therefore  that,  ftiould  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  incline  this  way,  you  muft 
inarch  with  your  corps  from  Friedland  to  Grif- 
fau,  and  muft  fupport  my  l^t)  then,  having 
well  beaten  the  enemy,  we  fliall  only  have  to 
drive  the  reft  of  thofe  gentry  that  incommode 
us,  out  of  Silefia. 

On  the  firft  fignal  you  muft  march  to  Tann- 
Jwiufen;  you  muft  next  detach  the  nine  bat- 
talions 
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talions  which  arc  there  for  Griflau  immediately, 
and  follow  them  as  foon  as  you  can. 

But^  (hould  it  happen  that  a  column  of  the 
enemy  (hould  endeavour  to  penetrate  through 
Friedland,  I  am  ftill  of  the  fame  opinion,  which 
I  have  before  explained  to  you,  in  my  preced- 
ing letter. 

I  here  from  precaution  fend  you  the  route  of 
the  two  columns,  that  you  may  employ  them  in 
cafe  of  need ;  fuppoiing  that  Daun  (hould  come 
here  with  his  whole  forces,  and  that  you  (hould 
march  to  join  me.  Should  this  happen,  you 
may  encamp  on  the  height  of  the  Anna,  behind 
Griffau,  with  the  abby  in  your  front,  your  face 
toward  Schccnberg,  the  village  of  Neune  at  the  ' 
foot  of  your  left,  and  ^ieder  at  the  foot  of  your 
right. 

Such  are  the  preparations,  my  friend,  which 
you  miift  make. 

Ifi  imperceptibly,  you  can  further  file  off 
fome  troops  on  the  fide  of  Reichenbach,  that 
your  other  motions  may  become  more  eafy,  it 
will  be  fo  much  the  better. 

I  fliall  write  to  you  by  the  courier,  and  (hall 
inform  you  of  all  the  motions  of  the  enemy 
which  (hall  come  to  my  knowledge;  and,  in 
proportion  as  the  enemy  (hall  aft,  fo  as  better 

to 
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to  explain  what  are  his  defigns,  I  will  in  confer 
qucnce  fend  you  further  intelligence. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  I  very  tenderly  «ai- 
bmce  you. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER     LI. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £,  Franckenftcin,  June  9,  1759. 

I  HAVE  juft  received  your  majefty*s  or- 
ders, with  the  plan  of  the  march,  in  two  co- 
lumns, {ox  Tannhaufen  and  Landfliut. 

Be  it  fuppofed,  fire,  that  the  e»emy  will  in- 
cline, with  all  his  ftrength,  on  the  fide  of  your 
^^j^y?  ^nd  that  I  am  to  march  between  Griflau 
and  St^  Anne,  to  fupport  your  left,  I  muil  then 
make  a  great  circuit,  in  marching  toward  Land- 
ihut;  and  I  believe  that,  from  Schwartzwalde,  I 
may  take  to  th^  left,  toward  the  caftle  of  Con- 
radfwalde,  and  from  thence  crofs  the  woods,  to 
occupy  this  pofL 

I  entreat  your  majefly  to  let  the  roads  be  re- 
connoitred, in  order  to  know  whether  I  can 
piarch  in  t\vo  columns  with  artillery;  for  this 

will 
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will  grcady  (hortcn  my  route.     The  difUncc 
thither  is  about  nine  miles. 

There  is  nothing  new  paflcs  here,  except 
that  general  Werner  informs  me  general  De 
Villc  has  ordered  a  part  of  his  corps  to  advance, 
from  the  camp  of  Weidenau,  as  far  as  Sorgf- 
dorf,  near  Johannilberg. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


L   E    T    T    E   R    UI. 

From  the  King. 

June  lo,  17J9. 

I  S  E  N  D  yon,  my  dear  friend,  the  change 
of  the  columns,  which  becomes  pofflble,  becaufc 
I  have  ordered  the  road  of  Feldhammer  to  be 
repaired,  which  will  be  ready  this  evening. 

They  reconnoitred  us  the  day  before  ycfter- 
day,  but  they  could  not  difcover  any  thing,  ex- 
cept the  end  of  a  hill,  with  a  few  tents ;  by 
whic;h  the  gentlemen  were  not  a  little  embar- 
raffed.  Laudohn  has  been  ordered  to  Schurtz, 
where  he  was  yefterday,  and  there  a  council 
was  held. 

The  grand  army  has  hitherto  remained  motion- 
lefs.    The  man  with  the  fandified  toka  muft  of 

necef- 
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neceffity  Tooti  do  fomething.  I  (hall  tranquilly 
tsrait  till  he  (hall  pleafe  to  refolre,  and  (hall 
dttcrmine  accordingly. 

i  employ  every  polTible  ftratagem  to  obtain 
intelligence;  and^  after  combining  all  I  can 
hear,  I  now  and  then  make  a  oiaefs. 

Our  incenitude  cannot  long  continue ;  and, 
as  foon  as  the  armies  fliall  put  thenifelves  in  ac- 
tion, they  muft  come  to  blows;  this  will  throw 
fight  on  the  ftate  of  affairs. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC. 


LETT    E  R     LIII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  K  E«  Franckcnflein,  June  10,  1755. 

1 0  facilitate  the  march  which  I  (hall  per- 
haps be  obliged  to  make,  I  this  day  have  ordered 
the  battalion  of  Rath  grenadiers  to  Silberberg; 
general  Ramin,  with  the  four  battalions  of  Kalk- 
ftein  and  of  Manteufel,  to  Weigelfdorf;  and  the 
three  regiments  of  cuirafSers  of  Seidlitz,  Bredow, 
and  Vafold,  to  Mitteland  Nieder-Peile. 

General  Meyer,  with  four  battalions  and  the 
fcgiment  of  Bayreuth  dragoons,   is  pofled  at 

Petctfwalde. 
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Peterfwaldc.  There  only  remains  therefore^  m 
thefe  environs^  the  reginaent  of  Fouquet^  two 
battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the  Werner  huf- 
fars,  which  in  cafe  of  a  march  have  the  ^heft 
to  go. 

As  foon  as  thefe  troops  (hall  likewife  quit 
this  country,  general  De  Ville  will  probably  pafs 
the  Neiife,  and  caufe  his  corps  to  advance. 

He  yefterday  ftruck  his  camp  near  Weidenau, 
and  has  again  pitched  his  tents  near  Sorgfdorf^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  Johannilberg.  His  head  quar- 
ters are  at  Wildfchut* 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     LIV. 

^  From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £»  'Fraockeiiftein,  June  ii,  1759* 

It  has  been  the  cuftom  of  the  Auftrians 
fb  expofe  their  allies,  and  occafion  them"  to  be 
beaten. 

This  maxim  prince  Charles  followed  at  Stri- 

gau,  with  the  Saxons ;  Griin  remained  a  mere 

fpeftator,  at  Keflelfdorf;  they  peaceably  faw 

the  Sajtons  reduced  by  you  at  Pima  i  and  yout 

4  majefty 
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majefty  will  fee  that  Daun  will  foJow  the  fame 
principles.  He  will  caufe  the  Ruffians  to  ad* 
vance,  and  will  make  fome  demonflrations,  but 
will  leave  them  to  be  beaten. 

De  Ville  has  marched  forward  with  his  corps, 
from  Sorgfdorf  to  Weiftmch  and  Goftitz,  be- 
yond Patfchkau,  always  backed  by  the  moun- 
tains; on  which  I  caufed  the  bridges  of  Patfch- 
kau and  of  Ottmachau  to  be  broken  down  that 
night. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


L    E    T    T    E    R      LV. 

From  the  King. 

June  12,  1759, 

I  KNOW  not  what  our  enemies  will  do; 
but  I  begifi  t;p  believe,  my  dear  general,  thai 
we  lliall  remain  three  weeks  longer  in  our  pre- 
fent  pofition.  Daun  has  not  yet  affembled  his 
grenadiers  in  a  body.  Lafcy  has  nbc  recon* 
floitred  us. 

They  are  bargaining,  at  Schurtz,  with  the 
fiurmers,  to  forage  the  green  corn.  Fermer  has 
advanced  to  Konitz  with  a  large  part  of  his 
ajrmy,  which  had  taken  the  road  of  Tempel- 

burg, 
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burg,  and  tJrncd  toward  Pofnania.     I  bclicvic? 
the  army  will  arrive  there  about  the  i6th. 

We  (hall  then  fee  what  our  fandified  animai 
will  undertake. 

I  have  my  fears  fdr  Lufatia,  and  would  al-^ 
moft  wager  that  our  man  will  march'  toward 
Friedberg,  and  GreifFenberg. 

Let  us  wait  patiently ;  and  if,  between  this 
and  then,  you  have  need  of  more  troops,  yo« 
may  fend  for  them  to  Franckenftein ;  provided 
the  poft  of  Tannhaufen  be  fuflFered  to  remain, 

Farewel,  my  dear  friend, 

FREDERIC 
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« 
From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £»  Franckcnftdn,  June  13,  t759* 

This  is  only  to  fend  your  majefty  three 
of  your  chaffeurs,  having  the  honour  to  inform 

you  that  every  thing  remains  in  the  fame  ftate. 

• 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


CeHRBSPONDBNCEi  IJJ 

LETTER     LVIL 
Ftm  tht  Kin^. 

a 

Reich-Hennerfdorfy  June  14,  17594 

1  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  .13th  of 
this  month.  The  intelligence  I  have  juft  heard, 
but  which  I  will  not  warrant,  is  that  Daun  has 
orders,  coft  what  it  will,  to  penetrate  into  Sileiia; 
and  that,  in  confequence,  he  has  detached  fifteen 
thoufand  foot,  to  join  Laudohn  at  Trautenau. 

I  believe  not  a  word  of  this,  becaufe  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  probable ;  and,  (hould  thefe 
people  attempt  any  thing  on  that  fide,  be  per- 
fuaded  they  do  not  very  well  underftand  their 
bufinefsi 

A  dcfcrter,  who  left  the  army  four  days  ago, 
affirms  that  the  grenadiers  of  the  grand  army  are 
dill  with  the  regiments,  which  does  not  look  like 
any  attempt,  or  like  to  enfuing  march.  If 
Daun  wi(hed  to  make  any  attack  on  this  poft, 
he  would  certainly  place  all  his  grenadiers  in 
the  van,  and  (lill  would  not  have  enough. 

Neither  has  Lafcy  been  to  reconnoitre  us ; 
and  fo  long  as  I  (liall  not  hear  the  name  of  that 
man  on  our  limits,  1  (hall  never  perfuade  myfelf 
that  the  enemy  has  any  ferious  intentions  of 
coming  hither. 

VOL.  XIII.  N  You 
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You  may  depend  on  being  informed  of  the 
fmalleil  circumllance  which  Ihall  happen  to  me. 

Do  not  negle£t  to  aflemble  your  thirteen  bat- 
talionsy  and  your  cavaky,  near  Franckenftein ; 
that,  in  cafe  of  need,  you  may  be  ready  for 
Wartba.  I  keep  Biilow  between  us,  with  his 
eight  battalions  and  his  fix  fquadrons  of  hufiars, 
that  I  may  fend  them  to  you,  fbould  it  be  fo 
neceflary ;  or  make  them  join  me,  (hould  I  fbre^ 
fee  the  enemy  will  exert  himfelf  principally  on 
this  fide.  I  will  inform  you  of  all,  in  proportion 
as  I  (hall  fee  what  the  deiigns  of  the  enemy 
are. 

D*0  does  me  good  fervicc,  on  the  prefent 
occafion ;  and,  of  all  the  intelligence  which  I 
endeavour  to  procure  myfelf,  not  (paring  mo- 
ney, what  he  fends  is  the  beft. 

The  intention  of  the  Auftrians  indubitably 
is  to  inundate  the  county  of  Glatz,  marching 
through  the  three  defiles'  by  ^ich  it  is  entered ; 
and  1  begin  to  imagine  that  the  corps  of  De 
Ville  is  deftined  to  block  up  the  paflage  of 
Wartha. 

If  you  find  you  can  make  no  ufe  of  your  cui* 
raffiers,  you  have  only  to  tell  me  fo,  and  I  (hall 
be  fufficiently  inclined  to  fend  them  to  Dohna, 
who  may  employ  them  to  feme  purpofe,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  againft  the  Ruflians.     I  take 

this 
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this  oppdrtunicy  to  inform  you  that  Dobna  is 
at  Landfbcrg,  and  that  it  feems  the  Ruffians 
intend  to  divide  into  two  corps ;  the  moft  con- 
^derable  of  which  appears  to  afiemble  on  the 
fide  of  P(^nania^  and  the  weakeft  on  the  fide  of 
Tcmpelburg.  Dohna  has  only  thirty-five  fqua- 
drons  of  heavy  boric,  and  twenty-two  of  huf- 
fars.  If  we  have  any  that  are  ufclefs  here,  whe- 
ther it  be  you  or  I,  it  is  but  juft  to  fend  them  to 
him,  concerning  which  I  wait  your  anfwer. 
I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his  holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     LVIII. 

From  the  King. 

June  14, 1759. 

According  to  all  the  intelligence 
I  have  received,  I  ought  to  fuppofe  the  projeft 
-of  our  enemies  is  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Glatz* 
CoUeft  your  forces  therefore,  my  friend,  chiefly 
on  the  fide  of  Franckcnftein ;  that  you  may  be 
continually  ready  to  occupy  the  poft  of  Wartha. 
1  write  to-day  to  Trefkow,  that  he  may  fend 
you  the  battalion  of  Blankenfee,  which  you  have 

alwajrs  had  with  you. 

N  2  Billow 
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Billow  mull  remain  in  his  poft^  till  the  grand 
army  of  the  enemy  (hall  be  determinate  in  its 
motions. 

Such  are  the  confequences  of  a  defenfive  war; 
a  hundred  thoufand  things  mud  be  thought  of, 
and  plans  laid  for  all  poffible  events* 

Ramin  may  return  to  Wartha,  (hould  you  fo 
think  proper. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  I  embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     LIX. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £»  Franckeafteloy  June  iji  1759* 

Th  E  thirteen  battalions,  and  the  three 
regiments  of  cavalry,  will  be  this  day  ready, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  your  majefty. 

General  Ramin,  with  his  four  battalions,  will 
be  at  the  poft  of  Wartha ;  general  Bredow,  with 
the  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  at  Olberfdorf  ^d 
Peterwitz. 

General  Schenkendorf,  with  his  five  battalions 
and  the  Gerfdorf  huffars,  remains  near  general 

Billow. 

General  Meyer,  with  his  dragoons  ajid  his  four 
battalions,  is  at  Frankenberg  and  Baumgarten. 

I  am 
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I  am  happy,  fire,  to  find  the  zeal,  the  probity, 
and  the  merit  of  D^O  are  known  to  you.  Peo- 
ple like  him  are  the  more  eftimable  becaufe  they 
are  uncommon.  He  will  follow  the  example 
of  Phodon,  fhould  he  ever  have  need  of  hem- 
loc. 

It  is  not  poffible,  fire,  for  me  to  fay  whether 
I  (hall  hereafter  have  need  of  the  cuiraffiers ; 
fince  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  my  fate  to 
come  to  a<5Uon  on  the  hills  or  in  the  {^ain.  I 
appeal  to  your  majefty^s  forefight ;  if  it  be  your 
f  leafiire,  I  will  detach  a  regiment,  and  you  have 
only  to  inform  me  what  route  it  is  to  take. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     LX. 

From  the  King. 

Undated. 

I  SHOULD  find  great  difficulty,  my 
dear  friend,  in  informing  you  what  (hall  happen, 
while  the  enemy  (hall  remain  inadive.  This  is 
%  thing  impoffible  to  divine. 

I  fee  that  the  end  which  he  promifes  to  him- 
felf,  by  his  operations,  is  to  take  Glatz.. 
}  divine  the  means  which  he  will  ufe,  to  ac- 

N  3  compliib 
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€ompli(h  his  purpde ;  but,  as  thefe  means  are 
very  numerous,  I  may  very  cafily  be  deceived. 
In  this  incertitude  it  is  difficult  to^predid,  and 
we  muft  wait  till  it  (hall  pleafe  his  high  excd'^ 
lence  *  to  declare  what  is  his  plan. 

I  wait  with  patience  for  the  plan  of  which 
this  confecrated  animal  (hall  be  delivered. 

We  are  alerts  and  keep  our  ears  ereft  in  our 
cagip;  like  ,a .  greyhound  waiting  till  the  hare 
fliall  leave  her  form. 

I  have  much  bad  news^  a  coUedion  of  tippling 
Jioufe  tales  of  the  enemy's  army,  with  which  I 
(hall  not  trouble  you.  As  foon  as  I  am  in*' 
formed  of  any  truths  I  (hall  fend  you  intdligence. 

Fermer  advances,  like  the  regent  of  a  college, 
followed  by  his  pedants.  Perhaps  the  Aufbians 
arc  waiting  for  him ;  but,  be  it  as  it  may,  we 
(hall  be  d^liged  to  find  means  to  relieve  our^* 
felvcs  from  our  difficulties, 

I  know  you  think  like  me,  and  I  have  no- 
thing new  to  add. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC, 

^  Marflial  Dtun. 


h^T' 
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LETTER      LXI. 
Fr^m  General  Fouquit. 

S  I  R  £»  Peterwitz,  June  24*  f  7J9. 

jLH  E  corps  ycftcrday  morning  occupied 
the  caaip  near  Peterwitz,  on  land  which  is  not 
fown ;  the  right  toward  Pcterwitz,  and  the  left 
toward  Franckenftcin,  having  Baumgarten  and 
Riegerfdorf  in  the  front. 

General  De  Ville,  finding  himfelf  dill  near 
Wildfchutz^  has  detached  fome  troops  from  his 
corps,  along  the  mountains^  toward  Landeck. 

Report  fays  this  detachment  confifts  of  five 
tboufand  men,  but  it  probably  is  not  fo  flrong. 

To  maik  his  march,  he  cauied  fome  ulans 
and  cavalry  to  advance  as  far  as  Weiffwaffer, 
and  Reichftein. 

When  we  fent  to  reconnoitre  them,  they  were 
feen  to  retreat  among  the  mountains ;  but  they 
afterward  returned,  to  their  pod.  They  have 
alfo  occupied  Patfchkau. 

According  to  advice  fent  by  general  Trefltow, 
as  well  as  by  lieutenant-colonel  Safs,  general 
Renard,  with  his  light  troops,  has  inclofed  Co- 
feJ,  on  this  fide  and  beyond  the  Oder. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
N  4  Xv  E  T^ 
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LETTER     LXII. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Pctcrwiti,  June  25,  175^ 

1  WAIT  with  extreme  impatience  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  the  good  news,  for  which 
your  majcfty  has  led  me  to  hope. 

Can  it  be  poiOSble,  fire>  that  the  fon  of  the  late 
Chriftian  *  fliould  wilh  to  enter  the  lifts  ? 

Were  it  at  firft  only  on  his  own  frontiers,  that 
would  be  fomething.  The  firft  ftep  always  is 
produdtive  gf  another. 

I  fend  the  tage-ltjie  ♦  to  your  majefty.  The 
brigades  of  Ramin,  Schenkendorf,  and  Biilow 
are  there  included.  There  are  only  a  hundred 
and  forty-four  men  wanting,  of  the  calculation 
which  you,  fire,  have  made  of  fixty  thoufand ; 
including  the  battalion  of  Lattorf,  and  thofe  pf 
Le  Noble  and  Liideritz. 

I  hope  that  Tauenzien,  to  whom  I  have  writ- 
ten, will  foon  render  them  complete. 

The  monat5'liftes'\  will  be  fent  to-morrow  to 
colonel  Krufemark. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 

f  Of  Denmark.         f  Day-lift.         %  Monthly-lifti. 

LET- 
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LETTER     LXIII. 
From  the  King. 

B-cich-Hcnnerfdorf,  June  25,  lyjj^ 

,  I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  asth  of 
.June,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  lifts  which  you 
have  fent  me.  I  find,  according  to  this  accouny, 
including  officers,  fubalterns,  drummers,,  and 
gunners,  that  the  fum  total  amounts  to  fixty* 
four  thou(and  men# 

The  enemy  has  marched,  or  at  leaft  he  h^ 
ipade  a  motion,  to-day.  I  feek  to  gain  intelli- 
gence, and  between  this  and  to-morrow  mpriiing 
1  fiippofe  I  fliall  know  exaftly  what  is  tranfading. 
Nothing  prcffcs,  or  obliges  me  to  adt  too  haftily. 

I  am  not  certain  that  the  army  of  Daun  is  on 
the  march;  I  only  know  that  a  part  of  the  corps 
of  Laudohn  is  in  motion. 

Wc  muft  at  prefcnt  keep  in  continual  readi- 
nefs.  I  expeft  to  hear  from  you  of  the  motions 
of  De  Ville,  from  D'O  of  thofe  of  Harfch,  and 
from  Billow  of  thofe  of  Beck.  When  I  (hall 
have  combined  the  whole,  I  (hall  determine  on 
the  part  which  it  is  requifite  to  take. 

The  good  news  which  I  imagine  I  may  pre- 
^i&.  to  you  will  never  come  from  Denmark. 

I  I  am 
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I  am  not  yet  fufficiently  informed  of  who  it  is 
who  has  marched^  or  of  the  route  which  is  taken  : 
till  I  have  difcovered  this  perfedly,  I  (hall  not 
move ;  efpecially  as,  though  the  enemy  be  in 
aftion^  nothing  prefles  me. 

Your  report  of  the  24th  of  this  month  has 
been  given  me,  and  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  detachment  of  general  De  Villc 
confift  of  horfe  or  of  foot. 

It  feems  to  me  that  a  fortnight  may  yet  elapfe, 
before  the  enemy  will  begin  his  operations ;  nor 
(hall  we  till  then  be  able  to  penetrate  his  real 
views. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

.      FREDERIC. 


LETTER      LXIV. 
Frtm  the  King. 

Reich-Hennerfdorfy  June  2  J,  1759. 

JdECK,  as  I  am  informed,  wiflies  to  try 
his  fortune  on  the  fide  of  Biilow.  But  do  not 
let  that  difturb  you ;  it  is  our  affair. 

I  believe,  in  defpite  of  the  plans  of  Daun,  he 
'will  find  himfelf  obliged  to  be  irf  morion  by  the 
18th  or  the  30th. 

I  aiall 
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I  (hall  then  be  attentive  to  the  firft  ftcp  he 
(hall  take ;  it  will  difcover  his  plan^  and  will  en« 
able  me  to  write  pofitively  to  you,  on  the  man- 
lier in  which  it  will  be  neceflary  to  aft. 

Do  not  at  leaft  accufe  me  of  being  either  reft- 
Jefs  or  impatient,  for  they  4o  but  trifle  with  us. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     LXV. 
Ffmn  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  PeterwitZy  June  26^  1759. 

X  H  E  corps  of  De  Ville  dill  occupies  the 
canip  near  Wildfchutz.  He  has  advanced  pofls 
ft  Weiflwafler,  q&  about  five  hundred  Croats^ 
and  fome  huflars  and  ulans.  Patfchkau  is  dif^ 
gamiihed  of  Auftrian  troops,  and  is  vifited  by 
the  patroles  of  both  parties. 

It  is  faid  that  the  det^hment,  fent  toward 
Landeck,  confifts  of  infantry,  of  huflars,  and  of 
Croats.  Some  affirm  it  to  be  five  thoufand  flron^ 
others  (ay  three  thoufand. 

The  deiertets  who  have  laft  arrived  depofe 
that  it  conlifts  only  of  three  battalions ;  but  they 
can  neither  name  what  battalions  nor  relate  any 
thing  with  certainty. 

The 
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The  forage  which  thcyexaft,  ia  upper  Siiefiii^ 
ftiould  be  coUedcd  at  Neuftadt. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER     LXVI^ 

From  the  King. 

Juoc  27,  17J9, 

1  ftE  motion  of  the  enemy,  which  I  men« 
tioncd  to  you. in  my  laft,  is  foupdjo  be  abfo- 
lutely  falfe.  The  peafants  and  the  hemp-fellers 
liad  fpread  It;  and  a  heavy  rain  had  deceived 
our  patroles,  by  making  it  impoffible  for  them 
to  fee.  Some  officers  imagined  they  faw  things 
that  did  not  exift,  and  their  fancy  fupplied  the 
place  of  truth. 

\  The  troops  of  the  foe  are  precifely  in  the 
place  where  they  were ;  there  has  not  been  any 
removal.  I  amufe  them  by  every  kind  of  tale, 
which  I  fpread  according  to  my  pleafure ;  but  I 
forcfce  fome  change  toward  the  conclufion  of 
the  month,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next. 

In  a  few  days  I  Ihall  be  able  to  fend  you  great 
news.  The  enemy  had  propofed  to  begin  hii 
operations  on  the  1 5th  of  July. 

I  flatter  myfelf  his  plans  will  be  overthrown, 

an4 
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and  that  he  will  be  obliged  to  form  more  than 
•ne,  before  the  clofe  of  the  campaign. 
Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC! 


LETTER      LXVII. 
From  the  King. 

Reich-Hennerfdorf,  June  29,  1 75  j. 

The  enemy  marched  yefterday.  The 
grand  arniy  is  gone  to  Jung-Buntzlau.  Lau- 
dohn  is  encamped  at  Praufnitz.  Beck  (hould  be 
at  a  place  called  Horzetz,  and  general  Harfch 
is  marched  to  Jaromirz.  Their  bakery  is  gone 
to  Teufchbrod. 

I  freely  own  I  can  with  difficulty  imagine  what 
idl  this  can  mean. 

In  the  mean  time  you  may  fend  fome  two 
hundred  dragoons,  and  as  many  huflars,  to  Glatz, 
to  gain  further  intelligence. 

To-morrow  I  (hall  fend  a  van-guard  near 
Trautenau,  that  I  may  be  informed  of  what  is 
paffing,  and  to  keep  thefe  people  in  check,  while 
this  (hall  continue. 

Dohjia  has  marched  againft  the  Ruffians ;  the 

latterj^ 
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latceTj  who  have  thirty  thoufand  men^  are  dlrided 
into  three  corps. 

Dohna  has  marched  to  meet  that  in  the  centre, 
at  Nakal ;  and^  as  his  projeft  appears  to  me  to 
be  in&llible,  I  previouily  announce  the  good 
news  which  muft  arrive. 

I  have  juft  taken  Schatzlar^  where  we  have 
made  a  captain  of  cavalry,  three  huflfars,  fome 
officers,  and  about  a  hundred  pandours,  pri- 
foners. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 

holy  keeping* 

FREDERIC. 


■im 


LETTER      LXVIII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

PctcrwiUy  June  30,  l^S^ 

I  CONGRATULATE  you,  fire,  on  the 
retreat  of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  of  the  advan- 
tage which  your  majefty  has  gained,  by  advanc- 
ing  and  feizing  on  Schatzlar. 

If  you  are  unable  to  give  mc  the  key  to  the 
eiMgma,  dill  lefs  able  am  I  to  divine  its  meaning. 

According  to  what  I  conjedure,  however,  I 
fuppofe  marlhai  Daun  endeavours  to  remove 

5  youf 
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your  majefty  from  the  advantageous  pod  which 
you  occupy;  or  elfe  that  prince  Henry  has 
made^an  incurlion  into  Bohemia^  which  your 
majefty  muft  know  better  than  !• 

I  inunediateiy  detached  captain  Szaley^  wkh 
a  hundred  and  twenty  hufiars  and  two  hundred 
dragoons,  toward  the  county  of  Glatz ;  and  I 
have  provided  him  with  neceflary  diredions,  re- 
lative to  the  intelligence  which  he  may  commu- 
nicate to  us. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET- 


LETTER     LXIX. 
From  the  King. 

June  JO,  i7Sf. 

1  S  E  N  D  you  an  account  of  the  march 
which  die  enemy  has  made.  You  will  fee  what 
palpable  grofs  ftratagem  he  has  employed,  to 
draw  us  from  our  pod ;  but  he  will  not  fucceed. 
I  this  day  have  fent  Wedel  to  Trautenau,  to 
obferve  him,  and  to  obtain  intelligence  of  what 
he  is  doing;  and  have  ordered  Seidlitz  to  ad- 
vance to  Lahn,  to  take  the  detachment  of  the 
enemy  which  marches  through  Bachmifch-Eiche.* 
•  I  have  fuppofed  it  was  neceflary  to  inform 

you 


you  of  all  this,  that  you  might  be  pcrfcftly  id^ 
qoaintcd  with  every  thing  that  paffcs. 

Billow  being  in  this  fituation,  and  of  no  ufc? 
at  Tannhaufen,  I  have  fent  for  him  to  come, 
here ;  leaving  however  the  free  battalion,  and 
colonel  Gerfdoif>  at  the  fahie  poft,  wiith  orders  to-: 
make  his  reports  to  you  and  to  me. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general.  As  foon  as  I  (hall 
bear  any  thing  worth  communicadi^,  I  will  im- 
mediately fend  you  word. 

I  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER      LXX- 
From  General  Fouqueh 

S  I  R  £9  Pcterwita,  J11I7  u  11  Sf* 

A  F  T  E  R  all  the  motions  which  the  Au-^ 
ftrians  have  juft  made,  I  think  that  of  two  things 
they  will  choofe  one,  or  perhaps  both  at  once  ji 
that  is,  ihey  will  march  in  full  force  toward  Six^ 
ony,  or  detach  a  corps  toward  t!ie  march  of 
Brandenburg. 

•  All  will  go  well,  provided  Dohna  can  but 
foon  vanquiih  the  Ruffians. 

Aojording  to  the  report  of  deferters,  ff«Jli  Ac 

corps 
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corps  of  Dc  Ville,  they  have  within  thefe  eight 

days  received  there  thirty  cannon,  twelve  fix 

and  three  pounders,  and  five  howitzers,  but  no 

mortars. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     LXXI. 
From  the  King. 

July  2,  1759. 

W  E  muft  not  be  fo  very  impatient,  my 
dear  general.  The  projed  of  Daun  was  in  con- 
junftion  with  the  manoeuvres  which  the  Ruffians 
were  to  make;  but  I  fuppofe  that  Dohna  yefler- 
day  overthrew  one  of  the  RulTian  corps.  Of  this 
however  I  cannot  gain  information  before  the  3d, 
or  the  4th. 

The  grand  plan  of  Daun  will  thus  be  wholly 
deranged.  He  marches  for  Reichenberg ;  Jah- 
nus  is  at  Praufnitz,  Harfch  at  Jaromirz,  and 
Beck  at  Skalitz. 

I  have  fent  Seidlitz  to  Lahn;  the  enemy  will 
take  (he  road  of  Marck-Lifla. 

I  have  two  principal  points  to  attend  to ;  the 
one  is  to  cover  Landfhut,  the  other  is  to  prevent 
them  from  cutting  me  off  from  Glatz.  This  is 
what  occupies  me  at  prcfent :  the  thing  is  very 

VOL.  XIII.  O  difficult, 
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« 

difficult,  but  I  mufl:  neverthelefs  endeavour  tO 
accotnpliih  my  taik. 

The  cannon  of  De  Ville  arc  only  field  artil- 
lery. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER     LXXII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  Ey  Pctcrwitz,  July  ti  X7J9« 

1  HE  three  regiments  of  horfe  of  Seidlitz, 
Bredow,  and  Wafold,  are  on  their  march^  and 
will  to-day  enter  Bsegendorf,  near  Schweidnitz* 

The  detachments  of  the  margrave  Hemy, 
and  of  Ramin,  have  in  like  manner  retreated^ 
and  will  to-day  march  as  far  as  Hohen-Gicrf- 
dorf ;  to-morrow  they  will  be  at  LandOiut. 

Captain  Szaley,  with  a  hundred  and  twenty 
of  the  Gerfdorf  huflars,  and  the  detachment  of 
two  hundred  dragoons,  which  were  fent  two  days 
ago  to  Glatz,  have  likewiie  received  orders  to 
return  to  their  regiments. 

L.  M*  FOUQUET. 


LET. 
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LETTER     LXXIII. 
From  the  King. 

1  H  A V  E  received,  my  dear  general,  your 
report  of  the  ad  of  this  month.  You  did  ex- 
ceedingly well  to  fend  me  the  regiments  entire, 
according  to  what  I  myfelf  wrote ;  for  were  they 
weakened,  by  4etachments,  they  would  not  ren- 
der any  very  cffential  fervice. 

You  have  the  regiment  of  Werner,  which  you 
may  employ  for  neceflary  detachments. 

General  Laudohn  is  arrived  at  Reichenberg, 
and  there  has  joined  general  Wehla. 

I  imagine  I  (hall  be  informed  to-day  whether 
the  grand  army  be  to  follow  general  Laudohn, 
or  whether  it  be  flill  to  remain  near  Jung-Buntz- 
lau. 

Should  this  be  fo,  we  muft  proceed  very  cau- 
lioully ;  over  hafte  might  be  exceedingly  dan- 
geroust  I  expe<^  prccife  intelligence  from  lieu- 
tenant-colonel D'O,  whether  there  be  or  be  not 
any  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Jaromirz. 

Our  men  yefterdAy  went  as  far  as  KoenigfhoflT, 
where  they  found  about  eight  or  ten  regiments. 

Beck  remains  near  Arnau;  for  which  reafon 

O  2  I  think 
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I  think  it  will  not  be  very  difficult  for  lieutenant- 
colonel  D*0  to  dilcover  whether  general  Harfch 
have  left  any  forces  in  his  rear,  near  Jaromirz, 
or  whether  his  whole  corps  have  marched  with 
him  to  KoenigfhofF.  It  is  very  neceflary  I  (hould 
know  all  this,  for  the  regulation  of  my  conduft ; 
for,  as  foon  as  I  perceive  the  enemy  approach* 
ing  Koeniglhoff,  and  that  his  greateft  (Irength  is 
on  the  march  toward  Friedland,  it  will  in  that 
cafe  be  neceflary  for  you  to  call  in  the  battalions, 
which  are  in  the  province  of  Glatz. 

Should  I  be  obliged  to  join  D*0,  you  will 
again  encamp  near  Land/hut,  in  the  place  that 
you  before  occupied ;  but,  before  you  undertake 
any  thing,  wait  for  more  pofitivc  orders. 

I  embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     LXXIV. 

From  the  King. 

July  4,  1759. 

A  S  I  am  at  prefent  certain  that  the  Au- 
ftrian  forces  have  turned  on  the  fide  of  Koenigf- 
hofF, it  will  be  neceflary  to  take  our  arrange- 
ments as  follow : 

You 
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You  will  have  the  goodncfs  to  call  ia  to  you 
all  the  Ramin  brigade^  and  to  march  lo  as  to 
be  here  on  the  7th. 

There  is  a  thing  I  have  at  heart,  and  which 
you  may  further  execute ;  this  will  be  to  fend 
Lc  Noble  to  Scharffeneck  and  to  Politz,  to  dc- 
ftroy  all  the  fortifications  of  thefe  gentry  at  Hut- 
berg  ;  and  on  his  return  he  may  ruin  all  the  re- 
doubts, and  abatis,  which  have  been  thrown  up 
near  Bergicht,  and  Wcrnerfdorf. 

I  take  thefe  previous  precautions  in  order 
that,  having  deftroyed  all  thefe  pofts,  be  it  fup- 
pofed  that  the  enemy  ftiould  wi(b  to  undertake 
the  liege  of  Glatz,  our  entrance  on  the  fide  of 
Braunau  may  be  free, 

I  (hall  depart  from  this  place  to-morrow,  for 
Lahn,  "with  my  main  van- guard,  and  I  will 
leave  you  four  battalions  remaining  here  ;  that 
is,  the  brigade  of  Schenkendorf,  with  the  free 
battalions  of  AngencUi  and  of  Liideritz. 

The  poft  that  I  have  occupied  with  the  army 
will  not  fuit  you,  becaufe  its  extent  is  too  great, 
and  I  imagine  you  will  reaffume  your  former 
redoubts.  I  (hall  leave  you  here,  to-morrow, 
fome  howitzers  and  artillery. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 

holy  keeping. 

O3  P-  s. 
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P.  S.    The  forces  of  the  enemy  being  at 
KoenigfhofiT,  you  mull  of  neceifity  come  here. 
You  may  march  this  evening. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     LXXV. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  E»  Pdcrwhz,  JuTy  4,  1759. 

According  to  your  majedy's  or- 
<iers,  I  have  this  day  called  in  the  brigade  of 
Ramin.  To-morrow  at  break  of  day  I  (hall  de- 
part, and  on  the  6th  I  (hall  be  with  the  van- 
guard at  Landfhut ;  the  corps  will  follow,  and 
will  arrive  there  on  the  7th. 

The  patroles,  who  have  been  at  Weiflwafler, 
relate  that  the  corps  of  De  ViUe  has  this  day 
left  the  camp  of  Wildfchiitz,  and  has  direfted 
its  march  toward  Goldenftein. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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fcr  E   T    T    E    R     LXXyi. 
Fr(m  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  Ef  Waldenburgi  Joly  5^  1759^ 

1  HAVE  juft  arrived  here,  with  two  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers  and  ibme  huflars ;  to-mor- 
row, about  noon,  I  (hall  be  at  Land(hut.  The 
corps,  which  to-day  is  in  the  environs  of  Leut- 
mann(<k>r^  will  take  up  its  quarters  here  to- 
morrow ;  and  the  day  after,  the  feventh,  will  be 
at  the  camp  of  Landfliut. 

After  the  receipt  of  your  majefty's  letter,  I 
immediately  fenc  Le  Noble,  with  his  battalion, 
toward  Braunau  and  Pol  it z,  to  deftroy  the  aba* 
tis  and  entrenchments  of  the  Auftrians  in  thofe 
parts.     He  was  accompanied  by  a  hundred  of 

the  Werner  huffars. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


^mm 


LETTER     LXXVII. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Land/hut»  the  7th  and  8thof  July^  1759. 

1  ARRIVED  here  yefterday  morning,  at 
eight  o'clock,  ,with  my  vanguard ;  the  whole 
corps  occupied  the  camp  this  day  at  noon. 

O  4  Yefterday, 
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Ycfterday,  more  of  the  Auftrians  entered 
Schatzlar,  and  the  whole  corps  of  De  Ville  has 
taken  its  route  toward  Freywalde. 

I  keep  up  a  continual  correfpondcnce  with 
general  Trefkow,  and  lieutenant-colonel  D*0» 
They  both  wrote  to  me  yefterday,  telling  me 
that  which  the  firfl  related  to  your  majefty,  coi«^ 
cerning  general.de  Ville,  and  which  is  further 
confirmed  by  other  intelligence.  It  is  added 
that  the  fame  corps  is  to  form  a  jundion  with 
general  Harfch. 

It  is  affirmed  that  a  part  of  the  corps  of  this 
general  has  advanced  as  far  as  Trautenau, 

I  wait  more  certain  information^  from  the 
cxprefs  which  has  been  fent. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     LXXVIII. 
From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  The  camp  ncarLahn. 

'  July  lo,  1759.     . 

J  HAVE  received  your  report  of  the 
8th  of  July,  and  I  perceive  at  prefcnt  that  I 
aftcd  with  great  propriety,  in  fending  you  the 
regiment  of  Neifs ;  becaufe  nothing  will  pafs  on 
your  fide ;  and,  in  cafe  troops  were  there  necef- 

fary. 


r' 
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f^ry,  we  (hall  continually  have .  the  road  open^ 

« 

to  fend  them  to  that  town. 
.  Daun  is  at  Marck-UiTa,  Laudohn  near 
GrcifFenberg.  I  (hall  be  obliged  to  affemble 
all  my  forces,  to  give  them  battle;  therefore 
about  the  time  of  conflift,  which  I  refer  to  the 
15th,  I  (hall  be  unable  to  afford  you  any  af* 
fiftance. 

According  to  my  eftimate,  Dc  Ville  has  ten 
tboufand^  and  Harfch  twelve  thoufand  men; 
and  you,  with  the  reinforcement  of  the  regiment 
of  Mofel,  will  have  nearly  nineteen  thoufand; 
with  whom,  by  the  goodne(s  of  your  poll,  you 
may  be  able  to  oppofe  your  enemy^ 

I  am  your  very  affeftionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER       LXXIX. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R-  Ef  Landftiut,  July  9,  1759. 

Colonel  Le  Noble  is  this  morning 
arrived,  in  our  camp,  from  bis  expedition  to 
Friedland. 

He  has  deftroyed  all  the  fortifications,  and 
abatis,  which  he  found  in  the  vicinage  of  Politz, 
Hutberg,  Potifch,  and  Bergicht. 

But 
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Bat  more  than  two  thoufand  pandours^  and 
huflars,  having  ycftcrday  appeared,  on  the- 
•heights  of  Politz,  and  fome  parties  of  the 
enemy  advancing  as  far  as  Wernerfdorf,  to 
cut  off  his  retreat  on  the  fide  of  Halbftadt,  he 
withdrew  laft  night,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon 
a  redoubt,  from  which  the  enemy  drove  the 
workmen. 

Frdm  Friedland,  news  is  brought  that  four 
hundred  pandours,  dragoons,  and  huflars,  were 
there  feen,  this  morning,  who  hive  feized  on 
the  burgomafter  and  two  fenators,  becaufe  they 
were  unable  immediately  to  bring  them  the 
quantity  of  wine,  brandy,  and  meat,  which 
they  demanded. 

Ten  or  twelve  regiments  are  encamped  near 
Trautenau,'  under  the  command  of  general 
Harfch,  who  arrived  there  on  the  6th. 

People  from  Starckftadt  have  affirmed  that 
yefterday  a  corps  paffed  through  Starckftadt,  on 
its  march  to  Politz. 

From  tbefe  reports  it  appears  that  the  corps 

of  Harfch  is  approaching  us. 

This  intelligence  is  juft  confirmed^  by  a  letter 
which  general  Jahnus  yefterday  fent  me,  from 
Schatzlar,  by  trumpet. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER      LXXX, 

FrM  tbi  Kiftg. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,     "^^  ^L''^t?^^"!';^^'"' 

'  Jttlj  10,  1759. 

1  H  A V  E  received  your  report  of  the  9th 
of  this  months  and  it  is  at  prefent  neceflary  that 
you  ftiould  think  of  fome  means  to  drive  the 
paiidours  and  hulTars  out  of  thefe  countries^ 
that  they  may  be  prevented  from  taking  us  in 

It  feems  to  me  the  enemy  would  have  no 
great  inclination  to  advance^  wefc  you  to  oppofe 
bim  by  even  a  feeble  poft. 

I  am>  &c* 

It  is  requifite  you  (hould  aft  with  a  little  more 
malice,  and  not  permit  the  enemy  to  take  up  his 
quarters  under  your  nofc,  at  Friediand. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER      LXXXI. 

From   General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  10,  1759* 

The  poft  that  tb6  corps  occupies  is  well 
lituated,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  maintain  it- 

felf 
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felf  againfl  general  Harfch.  Should  he  fend  a 
detachment  on  the  fide  of  Braunau,  and  Fried* 
land,  circumflances  will  not  admit  of  his  being 
oppofed  by  another  detachment,  nor  of  a  fepara- 
tion  of  the  corps  ;  fuch  detachment  being  con- 
tinually expofed  to  be  cut  off,  I  mud  neceflarily 
fend  reinforcement^. 

However,  in  purfuance  of  yopr  majefty*s  or- 
ders, I  have  pofted  three  hundred  men  of  the 
free  battalions,  and  a  hundred  hufiars,  near 
Friedland,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Likleritz. 

I  learn,  from  different  accounts,  that  the  party 
of  the  enemy,  which  yeftcrday  was  at  Friedland, 
is  retired  on  the  fide  of  Schcemberg,  and  that  it 
yefterday  received  a  reinforcement  of  horfe  and 
foot. 

An  exprefs  brings  intelligence  that  the  fron 
tier  villages,  fituated  in  the  diftrift  of  Braunau, 
Aderfbach,  Merkelfdorf,  Wackelfdorf,  Wernerf- 
dorf,  Neuforge,  Halbftadt,  and  Rupperfdorf,  are 
occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Three  Auftrian  huffars  have  this  morning 
announced,  at  Schoemberg,  that  a  battalion  of 
pandours  and  four  hundred  huffars,  who  were 
at  Bartelfdorf,  will  this  day  enter  that  place. 

It  is  further  reported,  from  Liebau,  that  the 
Auftrians  who  are  pofted  at  Rehhorn  are  con* 

linually  reinforced. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 
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LETTER      LXXXII. 

Frvm  the  King. 

July  II,  1759. 

You  wilh,  my  dear  general,  to  draw  the 
enemy  into  a  fnare;  but  you  deceive  yourfelf : 
he  will  not  attack,  but  means  to  blockade  you. 

You  muft  aft  a  little  fpitefuUy ;  and,  on  the  firft 
opportunity,  fall  on  fome corps  which  is  ill  polled, 
and  take  him  fomewhat  rudely  by  the  cars. 

I  am  to-day  affured  that  Daun  is  entrenching 
himfelf  near  Marck-LifTa;  I  cannot  tell  why, 
for  I  certainly  have  no  intendon  to  attack  him 
there. 

Should  the  enemy  mean  to  penetrate  with  all 
his  forces  through  Friedland,  march  on  his 
rear.  You  have  the  road  open  through  Con- 
radfwalde,  and  you  have  the  heights  of  Fried- 
land  in  the  woods,  as  far  as  Cider. 

You  can  effeft  nothing  at  Rehhom;  but  the 
cafe  is  very  different  on  the  fide  of  Schoemberg. 

In  fine,  I  leave  you  to  aft  as  you  (hall  your- 
felf think  proper,  and  I  only  communicate  my 
ideas,  becaufe  the  ground  in  thofe  parts  is  well 
known  to  me. 

I  am  here  in  a  very  ftrong  camp,  and  in  cafe 
of  neceffity  am  able  to  detach  four  battalions 
and  ten  fquadrons,  and  yet  not  fuifer  more  or 

kfs 
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lefs  than  a  hundred  thoufand  men  to  infult  me  : 
be  under  no  fears  therefore  for  me. 

The  Ruffians  cry  like  children :  the  poor 
babies  have  not  above  forty  thoufand  men ;  and 
Dohna^  as  it  is  affirmed^  will  not  fufier  them  to 
move. 

Report  fays  Daun  means  to  fend  a  detach- 
ment to  their  aid^  through  Lufatia;  but  it  is 
forgotten  that  my  brother  is  ready  to  cut  down 
this  dcuchm^ntj  previous  to  its  arrival. 

Adieu^  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER      LXXXIII. 
I^Offf  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landlhuty  Jdy  13,  1759. 

I  AM  this  moment  informed^  from  Sdioem- 
berg,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Auftrians  to 
advaac^^  tQ^monrowy  in  three  columns^  and  at« 
tack  the  poft  which  I  occupy. 
,  One  of  thefe  columns  is  to  march  through 
Friedland,  another  through  Schcemberg,  and 
die  third  through  Liebau. 

The  frontier  villages  are  full  of  huflars,  ulans, 
and  pandours. 

I-ieutenant- 


r 


CORRSSFOKDEirCE.  TiOJ 

Lieutenant-colonel  LQderitz  fends  me  intelli- 
gence from  Friedland  chut  more  than  two  thoa* 
fand  men9  confiiling  of  huflars^  pandours^  aiKl 
Hungarian  infantry,  are  advancing  to  attack 
him  :  I  have  fent  him  orders  to  retreat,  and  not 
to  wait  their  attack. 

I  will  give  them  the  beft  reception  in  my 
power,  fliould  they  come  hither. 

L.  M.  FOijQU&T- 


LETTER     LXXXIV. 
^Frcm  General  Fouquet* 

S  I  R  £9  Ltndfhut,  Julj  14,  1759. 

1  HE  refuk  of  all  the  manceuvres  of  the 
Auftrians  is  that  yefterday,  about  fix  in  the 
evening,  they  attacked  the  poft  of  Friedland, 
on  three  fides  at  once. 

Lieutenant- colonel  Liideritz  was  advertifed  of 
their  arrival. 

Though  I  told  him  by  word  of  mouth,  and 

wrote  to  the  fame  effeft,  to  him  and  to  captain 

Rofenkrantz,  that,  (hould  they  be  attacked  by 

a  ftrong  party  of  the  enemy,  they  muft  retire 

through  the  woods ;  he  neverthelefs  determined 

to  wait  their  attack,  in  his  poft,  and  to  defend 

himfelf.  •      ' 

The 
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The  Auftrians  made  their  attack  fuddenljr, 
in  front,  and  on  the  two  flanks ;  they  have  en- 
tirely difperfed  the  detachment  of  three  hundred 
men  of  the  free  battalions,  and  have  made  many 
prifoners.  Few  of  our  men  arc  yet  come  in, 
and  report  fays  colonel  Liideritz  is  fallen. 

The  detachment  of  huflars,  under  captain 
Rofenkrantz,  is  almoft  entirely  here ;  no  mole 
than  fix  men  are  miffing. 

L-  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      LXXXV. 
Fr9m  the  King. 

The  camp  of  Schmottfciffen, 
July  17,  1759. 

1  AM  vexed,  my  dear  general,  to  hear, 
from  your  report  of  the  1 2th  of  this  month,  that 
your  orders  were  fo  ill  executed  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Liideritz,  in  his  poft  near  Friedland. 

Do  not  by  any  means  fufFer  the  foe  to  occupy 
this  poft ;  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  abfolutely  necef- 
iary  to  drive  him  to  a  diftance  from  you. 

You  may  fall  upon  him  in  flank,  by  the  road 
of  Conradfwalde,  and  fend  him  to  take  the  air 
fomewhere  elfc. 

It  appears  to  me  ihat  the  enemy  made  you 

believe 


hclievc  he  meant  to  attack  you  to-day,  that  h« 
might  prevent  you  from  fuccouring  the  pod  near 
Friedland* 

By  this  accident^  the  two  free  battalions  of 
Wiede  are,  beyond  a  doubt,'  rendered  inadivc 
for  two  or  three  months*  Open  a  road  to  the 
free  battalions,  and  ruin  every  other  paffage,  fa 
that  they  may  not  be  attacked  in  the  rear. 

I  have  left  only  a  hundred  men  in  this  poft^ 
that  they  may  retreat  with  the  greater  eafe. 

I  am,  &c« 

Revenge  muft  abfolutdy  betaken,  and  this 
(lain  wa(bed  away  in  the  blood  of  the  enemy. 

FREDERIC* 


LETTER      LXXXVL 

Prm  Central  Pouquet* 

1 1  It  E*  JLandfhut,  July  15,  17^9* 

The  Auftrian^,  riot  having  occupied  the? 
pod:  of  Friedland,  retired  the  day  before  yefter* 
day  to  their  frontier  villages,  Merfcelfdorf,  Ad- 
lerfbach,  Weckelfdorf,  and  Wernerfdorf. 

I  cannot  prevent  them  from  fending  their 
patfoles  ds  ht  z,i  the  environs  of  Friedland ;  but^ 

VOL.  xiir.  P  your 


219  FOSTHITMOtTS     VTORKS. 

your  majcfty  may  reft  pcrfuadcd  I  will  notfufFcr 
them  to  occupy  this  poft^  and  that  I  will  feize 
any  opportunity  in  which  I  may  be  enabled  to 
ftrike  fome  cffeftual  blow. 

Should  however  a  detachment  of  the  enemy 
endeavour  to  penetrate  near  Friedland,  and  to  / 
march  among  the  mountains^  I  (hall  offer  no 
oppofition,  but  fliall  endeavour  to  cut  off*  their 
retreat. 

Of  the  detachment  of  free  battalions,   two 

officers,  five  fubakerns,  and  a  hundred  and  forty 

men  are  arrived  here ;  perhaps  there  are  many 

more  dill  concealed  among   the    mountains. 

^  The  fix  miffing  huflars  have  alfo  made  their 

appearance* 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      LXXXVII. 
From  Gentral  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  16,  1759. 

1 F  the  enewiy  bf gin  to  entrench  himfelf^ 
and  draw  parallels  on  the  fide  of  your  majefty, 
his  demonftrations  here  are  of  a  very  different 
nature." 

Labourers  are  commanded  on  fny  right,  to- 
ward Kolben  and  the  Grantzbauden,  oppofitc 

Schmiedebcrg, 
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Schmicdeberg,  to  open  the  abatis;  and  the 
Auftrians  have  fpread  a  rep&rt  that  they  mean 
to  pehetrate  on  this  fide.  ' 

Jahnus  and  Simbfchen  are  at  GoJden-Elfe, 
Schatzlar^  atid  thofe  environs;  from  whence  the 
firft  has  fent  me  a  letterj  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Lud6ritz,  who  is  a  prifoner  at  Trautenau,  where 
Harfch  and  Dc  ViUe  hold  their  quarters,  with 
the  grcateft  part  of  their  forces: 

They  have  received  a  reinforcement  of  artil- 
lery there,  of  thirty  pieces.  They  have  detached 
a  regiment  of  dc^igoonsj  and  two  battalions  of 
.  pandoursy  who  remain  on  the  frontiers  of  Mer- 
kelfdorf  and  Weckclfdorf  They  begin  to  open 
the  roads  to  drag  cannon  thither,  and  to  repair 
the  abatis  and  the  entrenchments  which  Le 
Noble  had  in  part  deftroycd,  and  to  fend  their 
patroles  as  far  as  the  environs  of  Friedland. 

I  went  this  morning  beyond  Schoemberg,  to- 
ward Beitelfdorf  and  Adlcrlbach,  in  order  to 
reconnoitre ;  and  I  found  there  were  no  means 
of  accomplifliing  my  purpofe.  We  difcovercd 
pdls  of  dragoons,  huflars,  and  pandours,  on 
the  hills  ;  but  none  of  them  defcended  in  pur- 
fuit  of  us» 

From  thefe  manoeuvres  I  imagine,  f}re,  they 
arc  endeavouring  to  induce  me  to  make  detach- 
ments^ that  they  may  afterward  attack  this  poll 

P  a  with 


i212 


POSTHUMOUS     WORKS. 


with  their  whole  force,  for  which  I  have  no  ap- 
prehenfions,  while  it  (hall  be  occupied  by  tht 
corps  which  is  now  there. 

The  regiment  of  Mofel  arrived  this  morning. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      LXXXVIIL 

From  the  King. 

The  camp  of  SckmottfeLffcn, 
July  18,  1759. 

1  HAVE  received  your  report  of  the 
i6th  of  this  month.  After  having  calculated 
the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  and  made  full  al- 
lowance for  all  his  forces,  I  cannot  make  the 
total  of  his  corps  amount  to  more  than  eighteen 
thoufand  men  :  now,  a  corps  of  nineteen  thou- 
fand  men  defending  itfelf  againft  eighteen  thou- 
fand, in  a  good  poll,  certainly  ought  to  find 
grtat  advantages. 

I  know  your  pofition,  becaufe  I  was  there 
long  enough,  and  have  ftudied  the  ground  mi- 
nutely. You  can  neither  attack  the  poft  of 
Schatzlar  nor  that  of  Trautenau;  nor  can  you 
penetrate  through  Altdorff;  it  is  a  murderous 
pafs. 

The  enemy  has  fo  entirely  deftroyed  the  road 

which 
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which  leads  to  Bxhmifch-Johrfdorf,  by  the 
large  hewn  ftones  which  they  have  ftrewed  over 
it,  that  you  cannot  pafs  them ;  unlefs  the  huf- 
fars  (hould  alight  and  lead  their  horfes. 

The  poft  of  Bergicht  might  be  taken,  but  it 
would  cod  oiany  men,  and  the  game  will  not 
pay  the  ex  pence  of  cards. 

You  have  nothing  for  it  but  ambufcades ;  but 
they  muil  be  ftrong,  in  order  that,  fhould  the 
enemy  make  any  attempt,  as  he  will  not  fail  to 
do,  you  may  give  a  good  account  of  him. 

Should  any  troops  come  on  the  fide  of  Pafs, 
they  muil  immediately  be  attacked  in  the  rear. 

You  are  ftronger  in  infantry  than  thefe  gen- 
try ;  their  caValry  will  Icarcely  be  able  to  ad  in 
any  part  of  that  country.  Should  they  approach 
with  two  thoufand  men,  make  a  detachment  of 
£our  thoufand  on  their  rear. 

The  ambufcades  which  may  be  laid  for  them 
are,  on  the  road  which  leads  from  Liebau  to 
Lindenau,  in  the  hollow  way  of  the  fourteen 
Nothhelfer,  the  environs  of  Scherffenberg,  and 
in  the  woods  which  arc  on  the  fide  of  Fried- 
land. 

You  are  neceffarily  obliged  to  have  fbme 
moveable  pofts. 

For  example,  you  cannot  difpenfe  with  hav* 
iog  fomc  on  the  heights  bcfide  Weifsboch, 

P3  Let 
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Let  thefe  polls  be  well  informed  that  they  are 
placed  there  only  to  give  intelligence;  and  that 
any  officer,  who  (hould  unfeafonably  w^it  till  the 
enemy  might  come  up,  would  b^  tri^  by  a 
council  of  war,  and  punifticd. 

That  you  may  well  underftand  the  plan  of  thf 
enemy,  and  of  his  entrenchments,  I  will  explain 
the  affair  to  you. 

Daun  has  ordered  Gemingen  to  join  him,  who 
had  been  detached  with  about  feven  thoufand 
men  to  the  army  of  the  Empire;  and  he  has 
caufed  an  entrenched  camp  to  be  thrown  up, 
between Lauban  and  Marck-Lifla,  which  camp, 
I  believe  he  will  enter  this  evening. 

Though  Dohna  has  behaved  very  ill,  in  coun- 
teradting  the  Ruffians,  his  palfage  of  the  Wartha 
has  occafioned  Soltikow  to  cry  aloud,  imaginmg 
himfelf  to  be  cut  off  firom  Thorn,  He  caUs 
with  all  his  might  for  fuccours. 

The  court  of  Vienna  has  determined  to  fend 
a  detachment  of  thirteen  thoufand  men  to  his  aid, 

Laudohn  is  to  command  this  detachment,  and 
is  to  march  through  Sagan  for  Croffi^n,  there  to 
pafs  the  Oder,  ancj  thus  endeavour  to  join  the 
lluffians.       * 

I  yefterday  detached  the  prince  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  with  fix  battalions,  two  regiments  of  dra- 
goons, and  the  huffars  of  Buntzlau, 

■  My 
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My  brother  Henry  will  immediately  march  for 
Sagan^  to  difturb  this  detachment  on  its  road> 
and  fend  it  back  to  air  itfelf  the  way  it  came^ 

While  Daun  fhall  continue  at  Lauban^  and  I 
(hall  keep  my  camp  here ;  I  (hall  be  fufficiently 
in  force  to  maintain  my  fituation. 

But  (hould  Laudohn  be  beaten^  and  fent  back, 
I  imagine  he  will  endeavour  t&  enter  Silefia  on 
this  fide.  Should  that  happen  before  the  prince 
of  Wirtembcrg  can  join  me,  I  (hall  be  obliged 
to  borrow  three  battalions  of  in&ntry,  and  a  re- 
giment of  dragoons  from  you;  of  which  I  pledge 
myfelf  to  make  good  ufe. 

But  (hould  Daun  think  proper  to  remain  in  his 
entrenchments^  I  will  not  aik  you  for  fo  much  as 
a  drummer. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  bis 
holy  keeping. 

At  prefent  you  perceive,  my  friend,  what  is 
the  affair  in  queftion.  Daun  wiU  undertake  no- 
thing ;  at  lead  not  till  he  has  difentangled  the 
Ruffians,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  I  fliall  prevent 
him  from  effeding. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  or  perhaps  Defpair,  will 
then  oblige  him  to  take  other  meafures. 

FREDERIC^ 
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LETTER     LXXXIX, 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  17,  1759, 

1  BELIEVEa  general  attack  is  here  in- 
tended ;  and  that 'it  will  be  attempted  by  Harfch, 
De  Villc,  and  Jahnus, 

Jahnus  arrived  this  very  night,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  near  Schcemberg  and  Licbau,  with  a 
corps  of  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  two  thou- 
fand  pandours,  four  fquadrons  of  huffars,  a  pulk 
of  ulans,  the  regiment  of  Birkenfeld  cuiraffiers, 
the  regiments  of  Modena,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  thb 
Saint  Ignon  dragoons,  and  a  fquadron  of  prince 
Charles's  dragoons, 

I  went  to  reconnoitre  them  this  morning,  and 
1  pufhed  forward,  on  one  fide,  beyond  Liebau 
and  Ditterfbach,  and  on  the  other  from  Gruffau 
as  far  as  UUerfdorf ;  where  he  fupported  his  left 
among  the  hills  of  UUerfdorf,  and  his  right  bcr 
hind  Schoemberg.  ^ 

My  projeA  was  to  attack  him  on  his  left  to- 
morrow ;  but  he  continues  his  march  in  two  co- 
lumns, the  firft  through  Peterfdorf  and  Bertelf- 
dorf,  toward  Schcemberg;  and  the  other  through 
Schatzlar,  toward  Liebau. 

The 
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The  detachment  that  was  between  Merkclf- 
dorf  and  WeckelCloif,  behind  Friedland,  is  ad- 
vanced to-day,  and  has  taken  poft  near  Conradf- 
walde. 

By  thcfe  difpofitions,  I  find  myfelf  rather  un- 
der reftraint.  I  will  endeavour  to-morrow  to 
Reconnoitre,  and  learn  what  is  to  be  done,  and 
(to  profit  by  any  opportunity  that  (hall  ofFen 

L.  M.  FOUQUET 


LETTER     XC, 

From  the  King. 

July  If,  1759. 

iN  all  probability  the  demonftration  of 
the  enemy,  xxx  marching  to  Liebau,  Schosmbc!  g, 
iand  Conradfwaldc,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
jbravado. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  Harfch  will  not  attack 
you,  but  will  retreat  after  to-morrow. 

* 

Thefe  people  are  not  fufficiently  in  force  to 
infult  a  poft  fo  formidable  a^  yours. 

The  whole  was  aa  intention  to  oblige  me  to 
fend  a  detachment  to  yoir,  and  not  to  fend  any 
againft  Laudohn,  who  departed  ycfterday  even- 
ing for  Sagau* 

Th^ 
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The  prince  of  Wircembcrg  will  be. before 
him^  nor  will  I  take  one  of  the  (leps  which  it  is 
Daun's  wifh  I  (hould  take. 

Adieu,  my  friend ;  you  will  have  an  excel- 
lent affair  with  the  rear*  guard  of  thefe  folks. 

With  refpeft  to  thofe  at  Schcemberg,  you 
muft  only  follow  them  a  little  beyond  Schoem- 
berg,  and  not  fo  far  as  Bertelfdorf ;  and  thofe 
from  Ltebau  as  far  as  the  crofs^  and  Schwartz- 
wafler,  by  the  two  eminences  that  (land  by  the 
gibbet  of  Liebau,  and  the  heights  on  the  left  of 
Ditterfbach.  With  refpeft  to  thofe  at  Conradf-  . 
walde  you  may  treat  them  worfe  than  the  others. 

Adieu,  my  dear  general ;  this  is  all  I  have  to 
fay  to  you. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  I  hear  that  you  tell  every  body  the 
enemy  is  forty  thoufand  ftrong,  which  difpleafes 
me  much ;  firft  bccaufe  it  is  not  true — he  is  only 
eighteen  thoufand  flrong;  and  again  becaufe 
we  muft  not  intimidate  our  men,  who  are  but 
too  timid  of  themfelvcs. 


LET- 
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From  General  Fouquet, 

SIRE,  Landifhut,  July  i8,  1759. 

1  HE  combined  corps  of  generals  Harfch^ 
Dc  Ville,  Jahnus,  and  Simbfchen,  arc  all  polled 
pear  Schcemberg ;  the  rear-guard  arrived  there 
jthis  night. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  deferters,  the 
amount  of  tliis  corps  ought  to  be  forty  thoufand 
men,  and  perhaps  provided  with  a  train  of  fixty 
pieces  of  artillery. 

According  to  my  eftimate,  it  cannot  amount 
to  more  than  thirty  thoufand  men. 

To-day,  at  two  in  the  morning,  I  began  to 
march  with  the  free  battalions,  and  two  batta- 
lions of  grenadiers,  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition 
of  the  enemy ;  but  a  thick  fog,  which  continued 
till  nine  o'flock,  would  not  permit  ma  to  make 
an  exaft  difcovery  of  their  camp. 

The  advanced  polls  of  their  left  wing  have 
been  repulfed  as  far  as  their  camp,  and  a  few  of 
them  were  taken. 

The  grenadiers  and  two  thoufand  pandours 

marched  to  fupport  them ;  but,  it  not  being  my 

intention  to  ikirmilh  with  them^  we  retreated  to 

pur  camp  in  good  order. 

Some 
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Some  defertcrs  have  reported  that  the  inten- 
tion of  general  Harfch  was  to  attack  us  in  our 
poft,  to-morrow ;  others,  on  the  contrary,  ima- 
gine his  defign  is  to  cut  off  the  communication 
of  our  corn?  "<  ith  Sch^^eidnitz. 

The  detachment,  which  advanced  as  far  as 
Ccnradfwalde,  ftill  remains  pofted  at  that  place, 
and  is  faid  to  have  been  reinforced  by  three  re* 
giments  of  Saxon  dragoons. 

Should  they  make  any  detachments^  to  cut 
off  our  communication  with  Schweidnitz,  I  do 
not  find  myfelf  -ftrong  enough  to  detach  in  op- 
pofitton  to  them,  without  weakening  myfelf  on 
one  fide  or  on  the  other^. 

L.  M-  FOUQUET. 


I,    E    T    T    E  R     XCU* 
From  the  Kiff£f 

July  20,  1 75 J. 

X  H  E  enemy  has  made  many  motions  on 
this  fide,  but  I  cannot  pofitively  tell  you  yet 
what  is  his  intention. 

I  am  therefore  obliged  to  ad  circumfpeftly, 
that  I  may  continue  in  force,  and  may  be  able 
to  fall  upon  the  corps,  fliould  he  make  any  at- 
tempt. 

Laudohh 
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Laudohn  has  been  detached.  I  fent  after 
him  in  hade;  he  retreated,  and  was  in  like 
manner  repulfed  by  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg. 

They  are  unable  to  cut  you  off  from  Schweid- 
nitz.  Some 'panics  gliding  among  the  moun- 
tains are  not  of  any  great  importance ;  they  can 
'do  no  harm.  We  muft  think  of  great  things, 
and  overlook  trifles. 

I  will  almoft  engage  my  head  the  enemy  will 
not  attack  you ;  and,  ib  long  as  you  fliall  re* 
main  in  your  prefent  poft,  he  will  think  twice 
before  he  will  endeavour  to  penetrate,  in  your 
dcfpite,  toward  Schweidnitz.  ^ 

I  can  make  no  detachment  to  you,  without 
riiking  my  entire  ftock  in  trade. 

In  a  few  days,  you  will  find  the  whole  of  their 
projefts  will  be  difcovered. 

Adieu,  my  dcjar  general ;  do  not  fee  double; 
the  enemy  cannot,  at  the  utmoft,  have  more 
than  twenty  thoufand  men. 

FREDERIC 


LET- 
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LETTER      XCIII. 
From  the  King. 

July  21,  1759* 

CxENERAL  Laudohn  is  returned  to  the 
Auftrian  army,  and  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg 
has  marched  back  to  Bimtzlau*  According  to 
my  information^  the  Auftrian  army  is  in  want  of 
forage,  for  they  eat  green  meat.  The  country 
in  which  they  aw  is  not  fufficiently  fruitful  for 
them  to  fubfift  in  it  long ;  I  therefore  think  that, 
if  we  wait  patiently  a  week  longer,  the  number 
xji  their  horfes  will  oblige  them  to  decamp^ 

They  arc  already  preluding,  near  Landfcron  i 
as  foon  as  they  (hall  retire,  I  will  immediately 
fend  a  good  detachment  to  your  neighbours  of 
Friedland. 

This  is  all  I  am  able  to  inform  you  of,  at  pre* 
fent,  relative  to  what  is  paffing  on  this  fide. 

The  enemy  will  neither  attack  you  nor  me^ 
fo  long  as  we  (hall  remain  in  our  prefent  pofi- 
tion ;  but  we  muft  aft  in  conjunftion,  and  be* 
ware  how  we  make  any  detachments. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 

holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC 
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LETTER      XCIV. 

/ 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Laadfhuty  July  21,  1759* 

1  H  E  whole  cx)rps  of  general  Harfch  be- 
gan its  march  laft  night,  and  this  morning  con- 
tinued its  route  toward  Conradfwalde,  Schwarz- 
walde,  and  Witgendorf. 

I  immediately  detached  general  Ramin,  with 
two  battalions  and  fome  dragoons  and  huflars, 
toward  Forft  ;  but  he  could  not  make  the  place, 
for  the  environs  of  Forft,  on  this  fide,  he  found 
were  all  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

I  detached  general  Schenkendorf,  with  a  bat- 
talion and  a  hundred  horfe,  toward  Liebau; 
and  he  direded  his  march  through  UUerfdorf 
and  Schcemberg, 

I  followed  theoi,  in  pcrfon,  with  two  batta- 
lions and  three  hundred  horfe,  beyond  Gurtelf- 
dorf;  but  the  Auftrian  rear- guard  was  there  fo 
well  pofted,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  make 
any  advantageous  attack. 

We  cannonaded  each  other  about  two  hours, 
with  the  lofs  of  fome  men ;  and  we  on  our  parts 
took  about  twenty  prifoners. 

They  have,  in  general,  fo  cautioully  covered 
\  their 
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their  march,  that  it  is  impoffiblc  to  divine  whe^ 
thcr  it  be  their  intention  to  go  to  Freyburg,  or  to 

Fried  land. 

In  cafe  they  fhould  march  for  Fricdland,  I 

believe  their  defign  is  to  proceed  to  Glatz. 

They  alfo  may  mean  to  halt,  with  an  inten* 

tion  to  attack  this  poft  on  the  fide  of  Hartmannf- 

dorf ;  in  which  cafe  I  expeft  to  give  them  » 

good  reception. 

I  wifti  I  had  a  greater  number  of  cannon  with 
which  to  oppofe  them ;  for  their  rear-guard  at- 
ttcked  me  with  a  train  of  fifteen  pieces,  while  I 
had  only  fix.  There  Ihould  be  fix  twelve  poun- 
ders at  Schweidnitz. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     XCV. 
From  the  King, 

1  H  AV  E  received  your  ktter  of  the  2 1  ft 
of  this  month.  The  motions  which  the  enemy 
makes  can  only  tend  to  induce  you  to  leaver 
your  poft ;  the  Auftrians  certainly  have  no  de- 
fign to  march  to  Glatz. 
But  I  imagine  they  intend  to  place  thera- 

felves. 
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felvcs,  with  all  their  forces,  between  you  and 
iSchweidnitz. 

But  they  themfeives  may  be  the  dupei,  in 
purfuing  this  plan ;  for>  let  but  a  very  inconfi- 
derable  corps  of  our.  troops  be  flationed  on 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  in  an  inattackable 
pofti  between  Friedland  and  Griffau,  and  you 
tnay  intercept  their  communication  with  their 
magazines  entirely,  atid  their  armyj  wanting 
brtsad,  will  be  obliged  to  decamp. 

Before  you  determine  to  aft  thus,  however^ 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  fee  whether  they  do  not 
intend  to  attack  you,  on  the  fide  of  Hartmannf- 
dorf. 

Do  not  march  with  fuch  feeble  detachments. 
Two  battalions  and  three  hundred  horfe  are  in- 
fufficient  for  the  attack  of  a  rear- guard ;  it  i^ 
tieceflary  to  take  at  lead  fix  battdliohs,  feven  or 
tight  cannon,  and  five  or  fix  hundred  hdrfe. 

This  number  is  certainly  neceffary,  oii  fuch 
an  occafion.  The  fix  pounders  are  at  Schweid- 
nitz,  but  I  do  not  think  that  you  Can  fend  foi^ 
them  now,  becaufe  the  danger  would  b^  to6 
great. 

Should  it  appear  that  therfe  will  be  sift  aAion^ 
and  that  nothing  will  be  done  on  thii  l$(^e,  I  can 
then  for  fome  days  lend  you  Krakow^  with  his 
thr^e  battalions  and  two  fquadronft* 

YoL.  xiii.  Q^  On 
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On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 

holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC 

P.  S.  I  believe  we  (hall  foon  receive  intelli- 
gence of  a  battle  with  the  Ruffians, 


LETTER     XCVI. 
From  tbt  King. 

July  22,  1759- 
Th  E  enemy  has  to-day  detached  gene- 
ral Beck,  with  four  thoufand  men,  to  Neuftadt, 

As  I  fuppofe  he  will  march  from  thence  to 

• 

Trautenauj  I  (hall  this  evening  fend  off  a  de- 
tachment to  relieve  Krokow,  at  Hirfchbcrg; 
that  is,  three  battalions  of  infantry,  and  two 
fquadrons  of  huflars,  to  occupy  the  poft  of  Land- 
(hut ;  and,  (hould  the  thing  be  prafticable,  thus 
to  furni(h  you  with  the  means  of  marching,  with 
your  whole  corps,  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  de- 
range his  projefts.  You  may  at  leaft  come  on 
his  rear,  and  cut  off  his  fubfiftence,  on  the  fide 
of  Bohemia. 

Perhaps  you  may  fall  on  one  of  the  corps 
which  (ball  be  mod  within  your  reach^  and  beat 
it  in  a  handfome  manner. 

On 
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On  which  I  prty  God  to  take  you  into  his 
koly  keeping. 

FREDERIC 


•■M 


LETTER      XCVIl. 
Fr$m  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £y  Land/hut,  July  22,  ijgg* 

After  having  reconnoitred,  to  the  beft 
of  my  abilities,  this  morning,  I  believe  the  corps 
of  general  Harfch  to  be  polled  on  the  heights, 
near  Schwarzwalde  and  Conradfwalde,  toward 
Friedland. 

The  heights  and  the  woods  are  fo  garnKhed 
with  pandours,  and  other  light  troops,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  proceed  to  reconnoitre,  or  to  fend 
the  patroles  forward. 

Hitherto  we  find  no  means  of  divining  what 
is  their  intention. 

Report  fays  a  party  of  pandours,  and  huffars, 
remains  pofted  near  Schatzlar,  and  Golden-Elfe. 
It  is  further  added  that  infantry  will  be  fent  to 
join  them  ;  but  I  wait  for  the  confirmation  of 
this  intelligence. 

General  Angenelli  is  this  moment  come  to 
inform  me  that  he  found  a  detachment  of  th; 

Qji  enemy. 
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enemy,  of  about  ten  battalions,  encamped  be- 
hind Koenigfhayn,  near  Schatzlar. 

The  magiftrate  of  Liebau  fends  me  word  that 
five  regiments  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  ail  regu- 
lars, encamp  on  the  heights  of  Reiflen,  behind 
Schatzlar;  without  including  the  troops  that 
are  at  Krienfdorf,  Schatzlar,  and  Lamperfdorf. 

Another  corps  (hould  be  pofted  on  the  heights' 
behind  Bernfdorf,  near  Elfe,  extending  toward 
Trautenau ;  and  this  conjecture  is  juft  now  con- 
firmed, by  information  from  Schoemberg.  This 
your  majefty  may  fee  more  at  length  from  the 
inclofed. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     XCVIII. 

From  General  Bouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  July  32,  1759. 

1  HE  corps  of  the  enemy,  under  general 
Harfch,  decamped  this  afternoon  for  Schwarz- 
walde,  and  Conradfwalde ;  ^nd  marched  in  two 
columns. 

I   immediately   went  to  reconnoitre,  that  I 
might  know  what  was  pafling  in  the  environs  oi 
Witgendorf,  Forft,  and  Hartau;   and  I  per- 
ceived 


i 
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ccived  one  of  their  columns  on  its  march,  to- 
ward Gottelberg ;  and  the  other  toward  Fried- 
land.  I  exped,  to-morrow,  more  circumftantial 
information,  on  this  fubjeft. 

A  letter,  from  general  Wolferfdorf  to  general 
de  Ville,  intercepted  by  our  huffars,  near  Con- 
radfwalde,  informs  me  that  general  Harfch, 
having  been  taken  ill,  is  departed  for  Jaromirz, 
and  is  fincc  gone  to  Koejiigfgr^tz. 

General  de  Ville  has  taken  the  command  of 
the  enemy's  corps. 

According  to  the  contents  of  the  fame  letter, 
general  Wolferfdorf,  with  a  corps  of  eight  thbu- 
fand  men,  has  taken  poft  near  Golden- Elfe,  and 
has  fent  a  detachment  to  Friedland. 

A$  I  have  juft  been  informed  that  the  Au- 
ilrians  procure  their  provifions  froni  Trautenau, 
by  Patfchdorf,  Bertelfdorf,  and  Friedland,  I  im- 
mediately detached  general  GqUz,  with  two  free 
battalions,  three  battalions  of  grenadiers,  the 
regiment  of  the  margrave  Henry,  four  fqua- 
drons  of  dragoons,  four  fquadrons  of  huffars, 
and  ten  cannon,  toward  Friedland,  to  cut  off 
the  enemy's  convoy.  He  has  pofted  himfelf  to- 
day on  the  heights  which  lie  beyond  Conradf- 
walde,  near  Trautlieberfdorf;  and  has  caufed 
his  van-guard  to  advance  as  far  as  the  ikirts  of 
the  great  wood  of  Friedland. 

U  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER      XCI3^. 

fyom  General  Fouquet. 

ft  I  R  E»  Laadfiiut,  July  23,  17  jy. 

1  THINK  that,  under  prcfcnt  circum- 
ftances^  it  would  be  exceedingly  advifable  to 
place  ourfclves  in  the  rear  of  the  pnemy,  and 
cut  off  his  communication  of  ftores  and  provi- 
sions. With  th|s  intent  I  detached  general 
Goltz,  to  take  poft  on  the  heights  beyond  Con- 
radfwalde,  near  Traudieberfdorf.  But  genera} 
Wolferfdorf  having  been  found  pofted  with 
eight  thoufand  men,  near  Golden-Elfe,  accord- 
ing to  the  contents  of  the  intercepted  letters  j 
and  as  general  Beck  will  probably  join  this 
corps,  with  the  detachment  of  four  thoufand 
men  which  he  commands,  general  Krokow, 
having  only  three  battalions  and  two  fqi;adrons 
of  huffars,  will  find  himfelf  too  feeble  to  main- 
tain this  poft,  even  (hould  I  leave  him,  when  I 
depart,  three  battalions  as  a  reinforcement. 

I  wait  your  majefty's  orders,  to  know  whether 
I  ought  thus  to  enfeeble  this  poft. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER     C. 

Frem  General  Fouquet. 

1 1  R  E»  Landfhuty  J0I7  23,  1759* 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  prefent  to  your 
majefty  the  lift  of  the  Auftrian  corps,  in  thefe 
environs.  It  is  as  exad  as  I  could  make  it, 
from  the  report  of  the  prifoners  and  the  defertcrs, 
who  are  here  to  the  number  of  eighty,  and 
among  whom  there  is  a  gunner. 

As  this  corps  is  accompanied  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  cavalry,  the  enemy's  intention  appears  to 
be  to  extend  into  the  plain. 

According  to  the  report  of  a  deferter,  who 
arrived  laft  night,  the  Auftrians .  are  in  full 
march,  direfting  their  route  toward  Schweid- 
nitz. 

I  have  juft  now  likewife  received  a  letter  from 
general  Zaftrow,  in  which  he  informs  me  that 
the  whole  army  is  on  its  march,  toward  Gottef- 
berg,  and  Waldenberg,  to  repair  to  Schweid- 
nitz,  from  which  place,  it  is  only  half  a  mile 
diflant. 

Qeneral  Krokow  has  fent  his  aid  de  camp, 
to  inform  me  that  he  will  march  hither,  with 
his  three  battalions,  at  one  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

0^4  IwiMt 


'-^. 
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I  wait  your  majcfty's  commands,  to  know 
Mrhether  I  am  to  march  with  my  corps.  J 
may  in  any  cafe  leave  general  Krokow  here, 
with  the  regiinent  of  Mofel,  and  the  fourth  bat- 
talion of  Lettorf ;  as  well  as  general  Angenelli, 
with  his  free  battalion ;  provided  this  number 
pf  troops  be  fufficicnt. 

I.,  M.  FQUQUET. 


Tirr 
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From  the  King. 

July  24,  1759, 

I  HAVE  received  your  two  reports  of 
the  23d  of  July.  So  long  as  you  (hall  hold 
Landftiut,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  the  enemy  to 
piake  4ny  progrefs  in  Silefia. 

Five  battalions  remain  near  Liandfliqt;  you 
may  eafily  march  with  eighteen  battalions,  and 
poft  yourfelf  between  Conradfwalde  and  Fried- 
land,  at  the  fame  time  rendering  y ourfelf  mafter 
of  the  poft  of  Friedland,  to  carry  the  enemy's 
troops  that  are  there,  and  intercept  their  con* 
voys  qn  every  fide.  Should  thefc  gci>try  en- 
tirely leave  the  mountains,  it  will  always  be  time 
enough  to  fall  on  them  in  a  body. 

But 
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But  therp  are  fo  many  things,  at  pr^fent^  at  a 
crifis  that  we  muft  wait,  till  fome  opportunity  is 
found  with  the  Ruffians,  before  we  fall  together 
l^  the  ears  with  thefe  people ;  at  Icaft  unlefs 
they  fhould  become  ra(h,  and  (hould  entirely 
defcend  into  the  plain. 

In  fuch  a  cafe,  I  will  fee  whether  there  be 
any  means  offending  a  fmall  detachment  from 
this  place,  and  then  march  upQn  them,  to  beat 
them  to  fome  effedt. 

With  refpeft  to  the  lift  of  the  enemy's  forces, 
which  you  have  fent  me,  it  is  not  entirely  ac-^ 
curate ;  for  the  regiments  of  Saxon  cavalry  con- 
tain only  four  fquadrons ;  and  the  Tufcan  regi- 
ment, which  is  there,  has  only  one  battalion. 
But  I  will  examine  the  lift  with  attention,  and 
will  write  to  inform  you  how  far  it  is  true,  or 
£ilfe. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
)|oly  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LET 
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LETTER      CII. 
Frofk  tb€  King. 

Jdy  2+,  1759. 

1  CAN  affure  you,  with  tolerable  accuracy, 
according  to  my  lifts,  that  the  Auftrian  army 
confifts  in  a  hundred  and  two  battalions. 

Sixty-fix  battalions  are  here,  and  twenty*ninc 
there*,  which  amount  to  ninety-five  battalions. 
Gemmingen  has  fix  or  eight  battalions  with  him, 
near  Bornfbedt ;  they  muft  therefore  have  fent 
battalions  from  this  place  to  WolferfJorf,  which 
is  near  Trautenau;  and  the  corps  which  was 
near  Arnau  has  been  detached  in  like  manner. 
Simfchen  can  only  confift  of  one  battalion; 
Tufcany,  on  the  contrary,  of  two;  Preyfach 
confifts  only  of  one  battalion;  but  there  is 
a  battalion  of  Wallis,  and  another  of  the  old 
Coloredo,  wanting  in  your  lifts. 

In  the  whole,  you  are  oppofed  by  twenty-eight 
battalions  of  fufiliers,  and  five  battalions  of  gre- 
nadiers, with  thirty-eight  fquadrons;  amount- 
ing to  fourteen  thoufand  foot,*  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  grenadiers,  four  thoufand  four  hundre4 
horfe,  five  hundred  huflTars,  and  fome  thoufands 

*  That  18,  9S  I  (hould  imagine,  feeing  general  Fouquet : 
yet  this  docs  not  agree  with  the  enumeration  in  the  next 
paragraph.        T. 

S  of 


pf  pandours :  in  the  whole,  tw^nty-threc  thou* 
fand  four  hundred  men. 

By  taking  pod  between  Friedland  and  Con- 
radfwalde,  you  will  cut  off  the  provifions  of  the 
enemy ;  but  you  muft  poft  yourfelf  oa  the  hills  i 
^nd,  (hould  Wolferfdorf  make  any  attempt  on 
I^ndfhut,  you  will  be  but  a  (hort  league  diftant 
from  Conradfwalde,  ;and  may  fall  upon  and  re* 
pulfe  him  with  your  whole  corps. 

In  fine,  if  you  deprive  the  enemy  of  his  tranf- 
ports  of  flour,  he  cannot  long  maintain  his  fituar 
tion.  It  will  be  further  neceflary  for  you  to 
watch  all  his  detachments,  that  you  may  harals 
him  by  all  poflible  means. 

As  foon  as  I  (hall  find  he  has  quitted  the  hills, 
i  will  endeavour  to  fend  a  detachment,  that  ht 
may  be  properly  beaten* 

I  am,  &c. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER      CIIL 
Fr$m  General  Fouquet. 

8  I  R  £»  Landfliut,  July  :^4,  1759. 

/\T  the  approach  of  general  Goltz,  to- 
ward Friedland,  the  two  battalions  of  Tpfcany, 

and 
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and  two  fquadrons  of  huffars  and  dragoons,  had 
time  to  leave  the  town,  and  cfcape.  Our  de- 
tachment neverthelefs  fcized  on  moft  of  their 
field- equipage,  with  two  hundred  chaifes  and 
baggage-waggons,  and  their  horfes ;  together 
with  forty  mules,  and  twenty  thoufand  crowns 
in  ready  money.  Some  twenty  prifoncrs  were 
taken  in  the  purfuit. 

General  Goltz  ftill  occupies  the  poft  of  Fried- 
land,  to  cut  off  all  fuccour  from  the  enemy,  on 
that  fide. 

Should  the  enemy,  wanting  provifions,  be 
obliged  to  retreat,  I  will  march  with  my  corps, 
and  take  poft  at  Fricdland  j  and  will  endeavour 
to  make  general  Goltz  advance  as  far  as  Johan- 
nifberg. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  the  Auftri- 
ans  are  pofted  between  Sorge  and'Kuntzendorf, 
which  induces  me  to  begin  my  march  imme- 
diately, to  repair  to  Gottefberg.  I  (hall  afterr 
ward  regulate  my  conduit  by  the  motions  of 
the  enemy. 

I  leave  general  Krokow  here,  in  the  entrench- 
ments, with  the  three  battalions  and  two  fqua- 
drons of  huffars,  which  he  brought  me.  I  (hall 
further  leave  him  the  regiment  of  Mofel,  a  bat- 
talion of  Lattorf,  and  a  free  battalion  of  Ange- 

nelli. 

L-  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER      CIV. 

B'om  General  Fouquet. 

B  I  R  £«  Gottefbcrg,  July  24^  I759« 

1  HI  S  afternoon  I  arrived  with  my  corps 
near  Gottefberg.  I  have  left  Krokow  near  Land- 
(hut,  with  fevcn  battalions. 

General  Goltz  is  ftill  polled  with  his  detach- 
ment near  Friedland;  he  has  to-day  fent  in. 
thirty-five  prifoners,  which  he  has  taken  from 
the  enemy. 

On  my  arrival,  I  found  more  than  a  thoufand 
pandours  and  dragoons,  that  were  pofted  on  the 
heights,  on  the  other  fide  of  Gottefberg.  They 
were  immediately  repulfed,  by  the  vanguard  of 
the  huflars,  and  purfued  beyond  Waldenburg. 
We  took  on  this  occafion  about  twenty  pri- 
foners. 

I  have  been  very  well  able  to  examine  the 
camp  of  the  enemy,  from  the  top  of  our  hills. 
It  extends  from  Furftenftein,  along  Liebichau, 
as  far  as  Kuntzendorf. 

General  de  Ville  has  fixed  his  quarters  at  Fur- 
ftenftein. The  camp  of  the  enemy  is  fo  fituated 
that  na  attack  can  be  attempted. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER      CV. 

Prm  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  July  25,  1759. 

I  RECEIVED  your  two  reports  of  the 
£4th  of  this  month,  and  was  very  glad  to  hear 
you  had  obtained  fomc  fuccefs  over  the  enemy. 

I  cannot  comprehend  in  what  manner  general 
de  Viile  means  to  fubfift  his  corps. 

It  is  here  affirmed  you  have  cut  the  enemy  off 
from  his  artillery ;  but  this  I  can  fcarcely  be- 
lieve J  not  prefuming  that  De  Ville  had  advanced 
without  cannon. 

Were  I  able,  I  (bould  be  very  glad  to  fend 
you  a  reinforcement;  but  of  this  my  prefent 
fituaticm  will  not  admit. 

When  you  fee  general  de  Villc  turning  toward 

Reichenbach,   you  muft  endeavour   to  throw 

ibme  battalions  into  the  town  of  Neifs. 

I  am>  &C. 

FREDERIC. 


\ 


LET- 
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LETTER     CVL 

Fr(m  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  E9  ConradfWaldc,  July  26,  1759. 

I  THIS  day  took  the  camp  between  Con- 
radfwalde  and  Friedland;  that  of  Gottefberg  not 
being,  by  its  fituation^  advantageous. 

Our  rear- guard  was  purfued  by  fome  hun- 
dreds of  the  enemy's  dragoons,  of  whom  and 
their  horfes,  our  huflars  have  taken  about  a 
dozen :  they  belong  to  the  regiments  of  Al- 
brecht  and  Arnheim. 

Since  De  Ville  has  been  near  Furftenftein,  he 
fends  out  foraging  parties,  and  fubiifls  on  the 
bread  which  the  country  is  obliged  to  fumiOi. 

Information  and  intercepted  letters,  fix)m  their 
commiflary,  Aftfeld,  inform  us  that  the  tranfports 
mud  pafs  through  Jaromirz,  Traufenau,  and 
Friedland :  as  we  have  cut  ofT  this  paflage,  he 
can  expeft  nothing  on  that  fide. 

Should  De  Ville  find  means  longer  to  remain 
in  his  prefent  poft,  and  to  fubfift  there,  of  which 
there  is  little  probability,  I  fhall  be  myfelf 
more  embarrafled  than  he  is. 

There  are  bread  and  flour  fufficient  for  the 
corp^  to  the  9th  of  Auguft.    The  military  ch'efl: 

18 
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is  at  Schweidnitz.  As  it  has  to-day  been  emp* 
tied  of  its  contents,  I  entreat  your  majefty  would 
iflue  orders  to  the  grand  military  chcft  to  fend 
me  at  leaft  fifty-tHoufand  crowns,  for  the  half  o£ 
the  month  of  Auguff, 

The  regiment  of  Mofel  to-day  marches^  to 
join  general  Goltz,  at  Friedland.  Should  Dc 
Ville  dired  his  route  on  the  fide  of  Reichen- 
bach,  general  Goltz  will  detach  this  regiment 
through  Glatz,  to  anticipate  the  clicmy,  and 
occupy  Neifs. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET4 


LETTER      CVIL    ' 

From  General  Fouqueh 

SIRE,  Coiiradfwalde»  July  27,  17594 

1  H  E  convoys  of  De  Ville  having  been 
inxpeded  by  us,  he  was  this  morning  obliged  to 
abandon  his  camp  of  Furftenftein,  and  re-entef 
Bohemia. 

He  endeavoured,  with  his  whole  Corps,  to 
penetrate  this  way,  near  Conradfwalde;  but  he 
was  beaten,  and  obliged  to  retreat  as  far  as  Go&( 
teiberg.  The  cannonade  continued  from  ten  ia 
the  morning  till  the  evening.  We  have  had 
about  fixty  killed  and  wounded;  but  the  enemy 
I  have 
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bavc  loft  more  than  four  hundred  men.  We 
have  taken  fome  prifoners,  the  number  of 
whom  I  do  not  yet  exaftly  know. 

The  enemy's  army  has  juft  ftationed  itfelf  on 
the  heights  of  Gottelberg.  I  (hall  obfervc  his 
proceedings,  and  take  my  meafures  accordingly. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


mm 


LETTER      CVIII. 
From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  July  28,  1759. 

1  LEARNT,  from  your  report  of  yefter- 
day,  with  much  fatisfaftion,  that  you  have  driven 
general  de  Ville,  who  wifhed  to  have  taken  your 
poft,  as  far  as  Gottelberg.  I  am  much  pleafed 
that  you  have  been  thus  fuccefsful.  You  have 
only  to  fend  orders  to  major-general  Krokow; 
and,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fliould  attempt  to  pafs 
through  Schoemberg,  he  will  cover  your  rear. 
De  Ville,  I  imagine,  will  endeavour  to  march 
to  Friedland,  (hbuld  he  continue  to  find  you 
in  his  road;  it  therefore  would  not  be  amifs 
for  you  to  ruin  the  roads  he  muft  take,  that  you 
may  increafe  the  difficulties  of  his  march.  You 
vot.  XIII.  R  may 
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may  at  leaft  engage  advantStgcoufly  with  h» 
rear-guard;  for,  fince  he  will  be  obliged  to 
pafs  roads  that  have  fo  many  impediments,  you 
may  terribly  incommode  him  with  your  artillery. 
I  am>  &c. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER     CIX. 
Frtm  Central  Fduquet. 

S  I  R  E»  CoiinuIfwalde>  July  289  1759* 

CtENERAL  Jahnus,  with  the  regiments 
Simbfchen  and  Preyfach,  a  battalion  of  grena- 
diers, two  battalions  of  pandours,  and  four  fqua* 
drcns  of  Saxe-Gotha  dragoons,  endeavoured  to- 
day to  force  a  paflage  near  Friedland* 

As  foon  as  I  received  this  intelligence,  I  made 
an  effort  to  reinforce  general  Goltz,  with  four 
battalions  and  four  fquadrons.  Some  dozen  dif- 
charges  of  the  artillery  however  were  fufficient 
to  induce  the  enemy  to  retreat,  nor  did  he  think 
proper  to  return  to  the  attack. 

There  is  much  probabiUty  that  De  Ville  will 
find  himfelf  obliged  to  retreat  through  BraunatF> 
where  he  will  meet  with  very  bad  roads. 

I  am  hourly  ready  for  purfuit. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET- 


t- 
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LETTER      ex. 

From  the  King* 

The  camp  of  SchmottfeiffeD, 
July  29,  1759. 

Your  report,  my  dear  general,  of  the 
28  th,  gave  me  much  pleafure. 

You  informed  me  that  general  Jahnus,  being 
detached  by  general  de  Ville,  endeavoured  to 
penetrate  near  Friedland,  and  was  properly  rc- 
pulfed  by  general  Goltz. 

I,  like  you,  think  thefe  g^itry  have  a  wi(h  to 
repair  to  Braunau ;  but,  before  they  arrive  there, 
i  hope  they  will  have  loft  their  cannon,  and 
many  other  Similar  trifles. 

In  this  cafe,  while  they  (hall  pafs  the  ruined 
roads,  you  cannot  do  better  than  to  fall  upon 
their  rear-guard. 

General  Gokz  may  occupy  fome  hills,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  they  will  neceflarily  be  obliged 
to  march ;  thus  will  they,  as  it  were,  l-un  the 
gauntlet. 

I  imagine  that,  in  two  or  three  days,  you  will 

be  freed  from  them,  and  that  you  will  be  enabled 

to  harafs  them  moft  pitilefsly,  before  they  are 

at  their  journey  *s  end. 

R  2  To-morrow 
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To-morrow  I  (hall  go  to  Sagan,  and  my  bro* 

ther,  prince  Henry,  will  come  here;  but  I  forbid 

you  to  mention  this  to  any  pcrfon. 

I  am^  &c. 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER      CXI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Langcn-Wattcrfdorf,  July  29,  1759. 

Li  A  S  T  night  general  de  Ville  fcnt  off  his 
whole  corps,  and  took  his  flight  through  Lan- 
gcn-Wattcrfdorf,  and  Reinfwalde;  from  which 
places,  through  circuitous  roads  and  by  private 
paths,  he  is  gone  to  Johannifberg,  in  the  diftrid; 
of  Braunau. 

He  fent  off  his  baggage  the  night  before,  and 
concealed  his  march  fo  effedually  that  I  was  not 
informed  of  it  till  this  morning. 

I  immediately  marched  with  my  troops  to 
Gottefberg.  I  fent  general  Ramin,  with  feven 
battalions  and  four  fquadrons,  through  Walden* 
burg,  toward  Tannhaufen.  I  purfued  the  enemy 
myfelf,  through  Reinfwalde,  as  far  as  Langen- 
Watterfdorf,  where  we  took  fome  prifoners. 

The  hafte  and  the  diforder  of  the  enemy's  re- 
treat 
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treat  have  occafioned  him  to  lofe  many  men,  by 
defeition ;  the  number  of  prifoners,  and  defert- 
ers,  is  in  the  whole  about  fifteen  hundred. 

I  (hall  to-morrow  retreat  to  Conradfwalde,  and 
die  day  after  (hall  march  to  Landfhut,  with  my 
corps;  having  firft  endeavoured  to  obb'ge  gene- 
ral Wolferfdorf  to  decamp  from  Schatzlar,  where 

he  ftill  is  pofted, 

U  M.  FOUQUET. 


''ON  the  30th  of  July  general  Fouquet  af- 
•'  femblcd  his  corps  near  Conradfwalde,  once 
*'  more  to  occupy  the  poft  of  Land(hut. 

*'  As  the  Auftrian  general,  Wolferfdorf,  re- 
<'  mained  at  Koenigfzeyn,  near  Schatzlar,  with 
**  nine  battalions  of  foot,  and  five  fquadrons  of 
**  dragoons  and  huflars,  general  Fouquet  deter- 
*'  mined  to  come  upon  him  by  furprife. 

*'  On  the  31ft  of  July,  at  eleven  in  the  even- 
'*  ing,  he  ordered  his  corps  to  advance,  and 
'^  march  againft  the  en^my  in  three  columns. 
**  The  Auftrians  took  to  flight  on  his  approach. 

'*  The  whole  camp,  almoft  all  the  baggage, 
'^  money,  horfes,  and  two  hundred  mules,  be- 
"  came  the  prey  of  the  Pruffians.  Near  two 
^'  hundred  prifoners  fell  into  their  hands,  and 
(f  many  of  the  Auftrians  were  killed. 

Vis  ^'  After 
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*^  After  having  fo  fucccfsfuUy  executed  this 
*«  plan,  general  Fouquet  encamped,  with  his 
^^  troops^  at  the  poil  of  Landfhut. 

**  The  reinforcements  he  bad  received  from 
**  the  army  of  the  king,  and  from  Neifs,  were 
*^  returned ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  confine 
"  himfelf  to  the  defence  of  his  poft,  as  had  been 
"  ftrongly  recommended  to  him,  by  his  ma- 
•^  jefty. 

*^  General  Fouquet  remained  in  that  pofition 
"  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  Odober;  during 
**  which  no  remarkable  event  took  place. 

**  His  vigilance^  and  the  wifdom  of  his  mea- 
**  fures,  rendered  all  the  enterprifes  of  his  cne- 
**  mies,  and  the  manoeuvres  they  made  to  at- 
**  tack  him,  wholly  ineffeftual. 

The  king,  in  the  interim,  after  the  lofs  of 

the  battle  of  Zulichau,  fought  by  general  Leh- 
<*  wald,  againft  the  Ruffians^  loft  himfelf  the 
*^  dreadful  battle  of  Cunnerfdorf ;  after  which 
"  he  returned  to  the  camp  of  Etfcher,  and  on 
*'  the  13th  of  Auguft  pafled  the  Oder,  at  four 
*^  in  the  afternoon,  to  take  poft  on  the  heights 
*^  of  Rentwein,  and  Polentzig.  On  the  15th 
"  he  advanced  fiirther,  and  encamped  at  Mad- 
"  litz,  near  Furftenwalde. 

*'  In  this  pofition  he  employed  every  refource 
•  *^  of  his  genius,  to  repair  the  lofs  of  two  battles. 

"  His 
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**  His  enemies  fupplif  d  him  with  the  ipeaqs ; 
'^  and^  as  foqn  as  he  was  able  to  m^rch^  he  en- 
^^  tered  Lufatia^  whence  he  pafled  into  Silefia, 
^^  and  there  obliged  the  Ruffians  to  forego  the 
**  liege  of  Glogau,  and  to  retreat  into  Poland ; 
**  as  will  be  feen  by  the  continuation  of  the  cor- 
^*  refpondence.'* 


LETTER     CXII. 

From  the  King. 

MY  FRISND  Linderodef  near  Soniu> 

'  Sept.  ao,  ITS9* 

M  Y  brother  has  fuffered  twelve  thoufand 
Auftrians  to  pafs,  who  have  joined  the  Ruffians 
at  Chriftianftadt.  They  intend  to  lay  fiege  to 
Glogau,  which  I  am  on  the  wing  to  prevent ; 
but  I  am  weak,  I  have  only  twenty-four  thou- 
fand men,  and  men  that  have  been  twice  beaten. 
You  underftand  me. 

I  neither  know  where  you  are  nor  under  what 
circumftances;  but,  if  you  are  able,  fend  me  aid. 
The  men  may  march  for  Pridemaft. 

I  will  not  fuffer  them  to  befiege  Glogau ;  I 
will  rather  fight,  happen  what  may. 

Such  was  the  dodrine  of  ancient' chivalry, 

R  4  and 
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and  fuch  is  mine.     I  (hall  be  beyond  Sagan 
to-morrow,  and  the  next  day  near  Glogau. 

A  quick  anfwer,  my  friend,  and  let  the  aid 
you  fend  be  equally  fpepdy. 

Adieu ;  I  embrace  you. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER      CXIir. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  Ey  Landfhuty  September  22,  iTS^* 

X  H  E  moft  gracious  orders  of  your  ma- 
jefty,  dated  the  20th  inftant,  I  have  received. 

On  the  fide  of  the  enemy  there  are,  facing 
me,  general  Harfch,  near  Trautenau,  and  gene- 
ral Jahnus,  near  Schatzlar.    They  have  an  army 

,  .... 

that  almoft  doubles  mine,  in  number?. 

That  I  might  preferve  the  poft  of  Hirfchberg, 
I  have  detached  five  battalions  and  four  fqua- 
drons.  Agreeable  to  your  majefty's  orders,  ma- 
jor-general Meyer  will  depart  from  Hirfchberg, 
to-morrow  at  day-break,  with  a  battalion  of  Bud- 
denbrock,  two  battalions  of  Kalkftein,  two  fqua- 
drons  of  the  Bayreuth  dragoons,  and  two  twelve 
pounders.     He  will  haften  his  march  through 

Goldberg, 
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iGoldbcrg,  Haynau,  and  Bolkwitz,  that  he  may, 
if  poffible,  arrive  in  three  marches^  at  Pridemaft. 

There  will  then  remain,  at  Hirfchberg,  one 
battalion  of  Le  Noble,  one  battalion  of  Lattorf, 
and  two  fquadrons  of  the  Werner  huffars. 

Prince  Henry  has  of  this  corps  referved  to 
himfelf  a  battalion  of  Unruh,  two  fquadrons  of 
Bayreuth,  and  one  fquadron  of  Werner  huffars. 
The  regiment  of  Mofel  is  at  Neifs* 

Confequcntly,  there  are  fifteen  battalions  ftill 
here,  fix  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  and  fix  fqua- 
drons of  the  Werner  huffars. 

Your  majefly  from  this  will  perceive  I  am 
incapable  of  fending  a  heavier  detachment,  if  I 
mean  to  maintain  my  poA. 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      CXIV. 
From  the  King. 

Bonau>  September  2^,  '759« 

IlMAGINE,  my  dear  general,  that  the 
three  battalions  and  the  two  fquadrons,  which 
you  have  fent  me,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Meyer,  as  well  as  the  fix  battalions  and 

hundred 
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hundred  huflars  that  have  been  detached  by  mj 
brother,  will  join  the  army  t»-morrow  morning* 

The  news  I  have  to  tell  you  is  that  the  enemy 
yefterday  marched  between  Freyftadt  and  Neu 
Salzc.  He  is  arrived,  with  a  large  poffe  of  Cof- 
facks,  at  Beuthen;  and  the  Auilrians,  with 
their  ten  regiments  of  cavalry,  are  potted  op- 
poiite  us,  near  a  defile. 

For  my  part,  I  have  taken  poft  near  Bonau, 
and  have  pafTed  the  night  under  arms. 

At  day>break,  I  went  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my, and  found  the  oppofing  generals  were  come 
on  the  fame  errand ;  after  which  they  retreated 
flowly.  In  an  hour's  time,  the  enemy  ercfted 
his  tents,  fo  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to 
expert  an  attack  to-day*  Should  they  hear  that 
fuccour  is  come  in  to-morrow,  it  may  well  be 
fuppofed  there  will  be  kfft  probability  t^at  any 
thing  remarkable  (liould  happen. 

With  twenty- one  thoufand  men,  yourill  treat- 
ed and  beaten  humble  fervant  has  prevented  an 
army  of  fifty  thouland  from  attacking  him,  and 
has  obliged  it  to  withdraw  for  Neu  Salze. 

We  have  a  good  poft  here,  but  have  only  one 
line  to  guard  it.    Succour  will  arrive  to-morrow. 


LET- 
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LETTER     CXV. 

From  the  King. 

The  camp  of  BonaUt 
Sept.  26,  1759. 

Yesterday,  my  friend,  was  a  critical 
period.  The  enemy  had  ftruck  his  camp  at 
Frcyftadt,  on  the  23d,  and  had  advanced  to- 
ward Neuftaedel.  I  immediately  began  my 
march,  that  I  might  poft  myfelf  fo  as  to  inter- 
dift  the  paffages  of  Neuftaedel  and  Beuthen. 

The  whole  army,  by  which  is  underftood 
twenty-four  thoufand  men,  had  taken  its  poft 
the  fame  evening  at  feveii  o'clock.  The  enemy 
had,  as  I  had  prefuppofed,  inclined  in  full  force 
toward  the  defile  of  Roehl  and  of  Keltfch  i  the 
Coflacks  and  huffars,  to  the  number  of  three 
thoufand,  had  marched  to  Beuthen;  and,  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th,  thefe  troops  were  all 
in  motion. 

The  generals  came  to  reconnoitre  us,  and 
it  (hould  feem  oup  pofition  appeared  to  them  to 
be  too  advantageous;  they  had  no  inclination 
to  run  their  head  againft  the  wall,  for  we  faw 
them  retreat,  (lowly,  and  encamp,  with  their  left 
at  Altfchau,  and  their  right  extending  toward 

Rcehl. 

5  Yefterday 
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Ycfterday  evening,  information  was  brought 
me  jhat  a  heavy  body  of  their  troops  wa$  paffing 
the  Oder  i  but  we  fee  their  fires  ftill  burning. 

The  reft  of  the  army  will  arrive  to-day,  ancj 
I  wait  to  hear  news  of  the  enemy,  that  I  may 
determine  oji  the  moft  efficacious  and  leaft  ha- 
zardous means,  of  obliging  thefe  infe,mous  in- 
cendiaries to  quit  the  country, 

\  fufpeA  fbeir  plap  i$  to  avoid  a  battle,  which 
muft  foon  be  known.  |n  this  cafe  a  partifan  wa^- 
muft  follow,  and  that  on  both  fide?  of  the  Oder; 
fo  that  we  muft  fortify  our  camp  well,  that  wq 
ipay  make  detachments  witl)  imppaity,and  jvijh- 
ouf  rilk. 

Such,  nny  dear  friend,  is  pur  Situation  at  prcr 
fent ;  having  fame  good  troops  with  me,  I  aa\ 
in  no  fear. 

I  had  detached  the  beft  of  my  troops  intq 
Saxony ;  the  campaign  was  about  to  finifti  a^ 
Guben,  and  the  Ruffians  were  intending  to  de- 
part, when  that  infernal  detachment  of  tei^ 
regiments,  from  the  army  of  Daun,  arrived. 
To.  this  add  fome  treachery ;  ai>d  from  fucU 
caufes  thefe  wretches  determined  on  the  fiege  of 
Glogau. 

I  believe  their  projeft  has  failed  at  prefent ; 
therefore  the  only  queftion  is  to  fave  the  opeA 
country,  from  the  ruin  with  which  it  is  threatened. 

Yefterday 
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Yefterday  this  herd  burnt  two  villages  under 
our  eyes,  while  we  were  unable  to  prevent  the 

aft. 

In  fine,  I  fliall  ncgleft  nothing ;  and  you  may 

depend  that  eyery  thing  in  my  power  (hall  be 

attempted,  to  put  an  end  to  this  as  foon  as  pof- 

(ible  ;  but  the-  thing  -is  not  fo  eafy  as  may  be 

fuppofed. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.    I  embrace  you  with 

all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC 


LETTER      CXVI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  E|  Landfliuty  September  25^  1759. 

TwENTY-ONE  thoufand  men  and 
your  majefty  make  forty-two  thoufand ;  to  thefe 
add  a  reinforcement  of  nine  battalions,  and  the 
^hole  will  be  equal  to  the  fifty  thoufand  men  of 
your  enemies.  Your  majefty  has  a  good  camp,  and 
your  magazine  is  at  hand  in  your  rear ;  there  \t 
therefore  no  probability  that  they  (hould  attack 
you,  but  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  pafs  the 
Oder,  and  retreat  toward  Poland,  that  they  may 
approach  their  magazines. 

Iti 
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In  this  cafe,  Laudohn  will  leave  them ;  wliich^ 
on  one  fide  or  the  other,  may  procure  your  ma- 
jefty  fome  advantage.  Harfch  has  fucceffively 
detached  battalions,  with  fome  Saxon  cavalry^ 
through  Arnau  and  Hochftacdt,  which  efcorc 
convoys  toward  Saxony. 

L. -M.  FOUQUET* 


LETTER      CXVII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  T«amd(hnt,  Sq)tember  37, 1759* 

1  MOST  humbly  relate  to  your  majefty 
the  intelligence  I  have  juft  received,  from  Lxcw- 
enberg,  Schmiedeberg,  and  Hirfchberg ;  which 
is  that  the  corps  of  Beck  has  approached,  from 
Bcehmifch-Friedland ;  and  the  news  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  'deferters. 

Colonel  le  Noble,  who  keeps  near  Hirfch* 
berg,  with  three  battalions  and  two  fquadrqns 
of  huflars,  at  the  fame  time  informs  me  that  a 
corps  of  the  enemy  is  arrived  near  Greiffcnbergj 
p.nd  occupies  a  pofk  at  Bartelfdorf,  beyond 
Hirfchberg, 

I  will  therefore  fend  colonel  le  Noble  a  rein- 
forcement of  a  battalion.  I  (hould  weaken  my 
own  poft  too  much,  were  I  to  detach  more. 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER     CXVIII. 

I 

I 

From  the  King. 

Sqptcmbcr  28,  1759. 

I  H  AV  E  juft  received  your  letters,  dated 
the  27ih  of  this  month.  Affairs  are  at  prefcnt 
in  fuch  a  ftate  that,  while  we  flop  up  one  hole, 
we  inevitably  malcfe  another. 

Write  me  word  hovTcver  whether  colonel  Ic 
Noble  has  any  cavalry  with  him. 

My  fituation  is  fuch,  here,  that  I  could  fparc 
five  hundred  horfe ;  but  not  a  fingle  man  from 
the  infantry. 

If  thcfc  five  hundred  hoife  can  be  of  any  f^-^ 
vice  to  you,  they  (hall  be  fent. 

You  may  inform  colonel  le  Noble  that,  fincc 
he  is  near  Hirfchberg,  he  will  do  well  to  write 
dircftly  to  me,  that  I  may  be  the;  fooner  ac- 
quainted  with  what  is  pafling,  in  thofe  parts. 

I  have  no  news  to  fend  you,  for  I  have  not 
yet  made  all  my  arrangements.  I  can  fay  nothing 
at  prefent,  except  that  the  two  armies  have  fo 
many  defiles,  before  them^  that  they  cannot  do 
each  other  much  injury* 

I  will  make  every  poffibie  attempt  to  endea- 
vour to  gain  fome  advantage,  over  the  enemy ; 

but 
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but  this  I  perceive  will  be  a  thing  very  difficult 
of  execution. 

The  regiments  of  iJaudohn  arc  faid  to  have 
been  three  days  without  bread ;  but  that  would 
to  them  be  a  thing  of  fmall  coiifequence,  for  they 
would  only  heit  down  fo  many  more  oxen. 

I  am^  &c« 

FREDERIG. 


MtoaMilMirtiftl 


LETTER     CXIX. 

From  the  King, 

September  iS,  1759. 

1  H  E  barbarians  are  ftill  facing  me.  I 
tm  preparing  to  play  them  an  excellent  tricky 
which,  (hould  it  fucceed,  will  fend  them  away 
Aying. 

I  own  I  am  very  impatient  to  be  rid  of  them; 
not  becaufe  of  myfelf,  but  of  the  country  which 
they  ruin  and  burn. 

I  will  fend  you  word  of  every  thing  whidi 
pafles  here. 

Inform  me,  my  dear  general,  of  your  own 

fituation  ;  and  of  all  that  is  tranfafting,  on  the 

fide  of  Gcerlitz. 

Adieu* 

3  FREDERIC. 
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L   E   T   t   E   R      CXX. 
From  the  King* 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL,  S^tember  a8, 1759^ 

1  H  A V  E  received  news  that  general  Beck> 
who  was  polled  with  a  corps,  amounting  from 
fifteen  to  eighteen  thoufand  men,  near  Marck- 
Lifla,  intends  to  march  for  Glogau. 

Of  this  I  fend  you  ihfbhhation ;  stnd^  hot 
knowing  whether  there  be  any  of  the  fenemy's 
forces  near  Neifs  or  no,  inform  you  that  you 
have  only  to  call  in  the  regiment  of  Mofel : 
you  may  then  reinforce  the  poft,  on  the  lide  of 
Hirfchberg,  with  two  battalions. 

See  further  whether  it  be  hot  poffible  to  (top 
Beck.  For  my  owii  part,  hstvihg  only  feven 
regiments  of  cavalry,  I  cannot  fpare  more  than 
three  hundred  horfe,  exdufivc  of  the  two  fqua- 
drons  which  you  fent  me. 

In  cafe  general  Beck  (hould  wilh  to  penetrate 
into  your  neighbourhood,  you  muil  endeavour  to 
harafs  his  baggage,  to  retard  his  deiigns. 

You  may  well  believe  this  new  incident  has 
greatly  embarrafled  me,  lince  it  is  impoffible 
for  me  to  make  any  detachment.  It  will  there- 
fore be  the  more  neceffary  that  you  (hould  call 

voL.siii.  S  in 
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in  the  regiment  of  Mofel  from  Ncifs  J  wticlfy 
happen  what  will,  you  may  foon  fend  thither 
again. 

I  muft  likewife  fend  yon  general  Meyer,  with 
fix  hundred  horfe,  immediately  to  Hirfchberg ; 
but,  this  general  not  being  a  man  too  well  fitted 
for  command,  you  muft  make  him  fubordinate 
to  fome  other. 

Should  general  Beck  already  hare  pafled,  on 
his  m^)x:h  to  Glogsu,  fend  hither  the  corps  that 
is  at  Hirfchberg,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  rein- 
force it,  that  I  may  thus  induce  general  Beck  to 
difcontinue  his  purpofe. 

I  hear  that  Beck  means  to  march  to  Glogau. 

You  can  conceire  what  muft  be  th6  confe- 

quence ;  fliould  he  come  on  my  rear,  while  the 

others  attack  me  in  front,  judge  what  muft 

become  of  my  army.    Beck  had  only  ten  thou« 

iand  men  at  Zittau.     I  know  not  whether  he 

have  or  have  not  been  reinforced  by  Harfch. 

I  am,  ice 

FREDERIC 


LET. 
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LETTER     CXXI. 

Prom  Gtneral  Fouquet. 

X  i  R  £>  Landlliut,  Be|>tember  tH,  1759. 

Generals  Harfchand  Jahnusare  ftiU 

at  Scbatzlar  and  Trautenau^    The  detachment 

they  have  naade^  toward  upper  Lqfatiay  confifts 

of  the  three  regiments  of  I'ufcany^  Bayreutb^ 

and  Wurtzburg.    Some  reports  fay  that  thtfy 

ore  to  return;  but>  according  to  others,  they 

have  joined  the  corps  of  general  Beck,  which  b 

pofted  in  the  vicinity  of  Bcehmifch-Friedland, 

whence  he  fitnds  his  patroles  as  far  as  Greiffei>* 

berg,  and  eren  faither>  imong  the  mountains* 

This  corpt  is  compofed  of  (ix  thoufand  paiv* 

dours,  of  the  Luzani  regiment  of  foot,  of  a  bat« 

falion  of  volunteers,  of  two  regiments  of  dra« 

goons,  of  one  regiment  of  cuiraffiers,  and  of  a 

regiment  of  huflars.  . 

U  M.  FOUQTJET, 


Sx  LET- 
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LETTER     CXXIl. 
Frim  General  Fouquet. 

6  I  R  Ef  Landflintt  S^tesnber  39,  ifs^. 

I  HAVE  received  your  majefty's  orders, 
dated  on  die  28ch  of  diis  mondi,  the  moment 
after  I  had  fcalcd  up  my  preceding  letter,  to 
thd  contents  of  ttrhich  I  refer  your  njajcfty* 

As,  without  enumerating  the  flying  parties  of 
the  enemy,  difperfcd  over  upper  Silefia,  there 
(till  are,  at  Neuftadt,  Goldenftein,  and  chofe  en- 
virons, fix  battalions  of  in&ntry  and  fome  ca- 
valry, that  are  not  further  from  Neifs  than  from 
Ohtz,  I  dare  iiot  call  in  all  the  regiment  of 
^ofel,  and  have  fent  only  for  a  battalion. 

However  I  immediately  difpatched  general 
Goltz,  with  a  battalion  and  two  fquadrons  of 
dragoons,  to  Hirfchberg,  that  thi^  poft  may  be 
guarded  by  four  battalions,  and  two  fquadrons 
of  huflars* 

If  your  majefty  (hall  pleafe  to  fend,  from  your 
army,  the  two  fquadrons  of  Bayreuth,  and  one 
fquadron  of  the  Werner  hufTars,  that  belong  to 
this  corps,  there  will  be  horfe  enough. 

General  Goltz  will  endeavour  10  annoy  the 

enemy. 
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itnenay^  on  that  fide,  ;is  much  as  poffible^  and 
wiU  make  his  reports  to  your  majefty. 

L.  Mr  FOUQUET- 

I  fend  the  ch9fleur>  who  hag  delivered  your 
majefty's  letter,  to  Hirfchberg,  to  general  Goltz; 
from  whence  he  may  bring  your  majefty  more 
cert^n  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  corps 
under  general  Beck*  I  am  perfuaded  he  will 
haye  no  defire  to  penetrate  further. 


LETTER      CXXIII, 
From  General  Fouquet. 

3  I  R  Ey  Landfhut,  Od.  3|  1759. 

I  CONGRATULATE  you  on  the  de- 

parture  of  the  Ruffians,  and  there  is  great  pro- 
bability that  the  retreat  of  general  Laudohn  will 
cofl  him  dear. 

According  to  advice  from  gei^eral  Gol(z,  the 
corps  of  general  Beck  is  at  prefent  near  Marck- 
LilTa  and  Goerlitzheim.  A  deferter,  at  Hirfch« 
berg,  has  declared  that  the  faid  corps  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  hold  itfelf  in  continual  readi- 
nefs  to  march. 

Your  majefty  will  find  fome  intelligence  in- 
clofed,  which  I  have  juft  received  by  exprefs. 

S  3  Though 
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Though  thcfe  mcflengcrshavefomc  of  them  bcfn 
at  Trautenaii,  and  in  the  very  o^np  itfelf,  their 
reports  arc  notwithftanding  all  different. 

Should  the  news  be  confirmed  that  a  corps  of 
the  enemy  is  to  mvch  toward  upper  Silefia,  I 
fliall  be  equally  embarraffed,  whether  to  fend  a 
reinforcement  toNeifs,  or  to  caufe  three  or  four 
battalions  to  occupy  the  port  of  Wartha ;  for 
the  foe  may  undertake  fome  enterprize  as  well 
on  the  one  fide  as  on  the  other. 

I  fubmit  it  to  your  majefty  either  to  keep  or 

to  return  the  three  battalions  you  have  drafted 

from  my  corps. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER     CXXIV. 
Fr^m  the  King. 

•  Zcrbau,  near Glogau,  O^,  3,  IJSf^ 

1  H  A V  E  received  your  report  of  the  fe- 
cond  of  this  month,  and  wjll  explain  to  you  the 
whole  projeft  of  the  enemy. 

Laudohn  covers  the  march  of  the  Ruffians. 
As  foon  as  the  latter  (hall  havcpaffed,  he  will 
coaft  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  as  far  as  OppcJn 
an4  Ratibpr,  to  lay  fiege  to  l^eifs^  aijd  a  corps 
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will  at  the  fame  time  march  into  the  province 
of  Glatz,  which  will  approach  on  the  fide  of 
Weidenau,  or  on  that  of  Jsegerndorf. 

To  render  this  plan  fruitlefs,  I  (hall  imme* 
diately  fend  a  body  of  cavalry  to  Cofel,  to  drive 
away  the  pandours  that  are  there.  This  corps 
fliall  be  followed  by  the  three  battalions  which 
you  have  fenr  me,  and  by  fix  battalions  that  be* 
long  to  my  brother. 

I  think  alfo  to  replace  fome  battalions  that 
you  have  with  you,  and  the  corps  near  Hirfch- 
berg,  by  a  corps  from  the  remainder  of  my 
army.  Thofe  troops  that  fhall  ftill  be  in  thj5 
vicinity  of  Landfliuf,  fliall  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  major-general  Goltz^ 

I  will  further  give  you  the  command  of  the 
corps  in  upper  Silcfia,  and  I  will  march  with 
about  thirteen  thoufand  mei>  into  Saxony. 

Should  fome  of  the  troops  of  general  Harfch 
hereafter  approach  Neifs,  Goltz  may  continue 
to  make  detachments  toward  Schweidnitz  ;  but, 
^ith  refpedt  to  yourfelf,  you  mull  wait  till  I  can 
write  more  precifcly.  Thcfe  are  qnly  my  pre- 
liminary ideas. 

My  brother  has  himfelf  written  to  me,  on  the 
26th  of  the  laft  month,  to  inform  me  that  gene- 
tzl  Whela  has  been  taken,  and  his  whole  corps 
entirely  difperfcd,  near  Hoyerfwerda. 

S  4  Laudohn 
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Laudohn  i$  pofted  here^  in  the  country  of 
Raclau,  behind  woods  and  a  triple  defile. 

The  Ruffiansf  are  filing  off  toward  Poland. 
Six  thovifand  men  and  a  part  of  their  baggage 
have  already  entered  that  kingdom^  ^nd  ano- 
ther corps  of  their  army  marches  to-day ;  but  I 
cannot  yet  determine  wh^t  will  hj^  the  leiigtb  pf 
their  marcl^. 

The  men  whom  I  (hall  fend  you,  into  SileS^, 
will  in  three  days  arrive  near  Breilau ;  in  fijc 
they  will  be  at  Neifs,  and  in  (even  in  the  vici- 
nity  of  Oppeln,  to  deftroy  the  bridge,  that  the 
enemy  may  not  pafs.  In  eight  days  they  vfi]\ 
attack  and  drive  off  the  corps  near  Cofel,  ^he 
garrifon  of  which  place  is  not  ftrong  enough  to 
perform  tl^is  fervice  without  aid. 

The  detachment  f(^nt  hence  to  Hirfchberg 
ought  to  arrive  there,  in  three  days,  to  relieve 
the  battalions. 

Send  me  a  lift  of  the  regiments,  and  batta- 
lions, that  are  under  your  command,  with  all 
poflSble  fpee4. 

I  am  your  affedionate  king. 

FREDERIC. 

Such,  my  dear  firipnd,  are  the  trifling  deduc- 
tions I  have  drawn,  under  prefent  circumftances. 
The  enemy  is  my  compafs,  according  to  w^iich 
J  muft  regulate  my  courfe.     I  imagine  to*n\or- 

row. 
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rowy  or' the  day  after  at  the  lateft^  he  will  march 
for  Poland.  I  will  then  pofitively  inform  you 
of  the  manner  in  which  I  mean  to  aft.  But, 
though  new  incidents  may  intervene^  you  mud 
prepare  to  take  upon  yourftlf  the  command  of 
the  troops>  in  upper  Sileiia ;  for  you  are  the 
perfon  moft  worthy  to  aflume  that  command. 

I  (hall  diredly  detach  from  this  place  about 
pine  complete  battalions^  ten  fquadrons  of  huf- 
fars^  and  ten  of  cavalry.    I  (hall  afterward  re- 
lieve the  whole  poft  of  Hirfchberg,  with  my 
troops ;  and  Goltz^  by  marching  to  Landfhut^ 
yill  ^fford  you  a  detachment  of  equal  force, 
that  will  march  to  Neifs ;  whence  you  may 
draw  the  regiment  of  Ramin,  as  foon  as  you 
(hall  begin  to  advance ;  fo  that  you  will  have 
eighteen  or  nineteen  batulions,    with  twenty 
fquadrons  of  my  army,  exclufive  of  the  cavalry 
I  may  leave  at  Hirfchberg,  and  at  LandQiut ; 
fgr  I  am  defirous  that  Werner  (hould  be  of  the 
expedition  into  upper  Sileiia ;  and,  in  order  to 
replace  him>  I  may  leave  Rufch  and  Malakow- 
fk\  at  Land(hut. 

I  (hall  afterward  Qiarch  into  Saxony,  with 
about  thirteen  thoufand  men.     I  have  about 
thirty-nine  thoufand  here,  fo  tba;  I  (hall  leave 
pvemy-iix  thoufand  in  Silefia. 
^dieu,  my  dear  friend. 

2  FREDERIC 
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.       LETTER     CXXV. 
Fnm  General  Fouquet, 

8  I  R  Ey  Land/hut,  Odober  $,  175^ 

1  H  E  commands  of  your  majefty,  of  the 
3d  of  this  month,  have  come  fafely  to  hand ; 
and  I  wait  your  ultimate  orders,  to  put  the 
whole  in  execution. 

Your  majefty  will  here  ftnd  the  lift  of  this 
corps,  according  to  which  I  enumerate  fifteen 
battalions,  at  this  place,  including  the  free  bat- 
talions, and  a  battalion  of  Mofel,  that  arrived 
yefterday.  There  are  four  battalions  at  Hirfch- 
berg,  which  together  make  nineteen  battalions^ 
Should  your  majefty  deign  to. think  well  of  the 
plan,  I  will,  in  cafe  I  (hould  march,  leave  nin? 
or  ten  battalions  with  general  Goltz,  to  main- 
tain this  poft,   • 

While  Harfch  (hall  remain  near  Schatzlar 
and  Trautenau,  and  the  fix  battalions  of  the 
Auftrians  in  the  environs  of  Altftadt  and 
Goldenftein,  I  (hall  be  obliged  to  leave  three 
or  four  battalions  at  Wartha. 

The  remainder  with  me,  therefore,  includ- 
ing  the  nine  battalions  from  your  majefty,  will 

amount 
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ficnount  to  fourteen  battalions^  with  which  I  am 
to  cover  upper  Silcfia. 

General  Werner  (as  well  as  his  regiment)  be- 
ing befl  acquainted  with  all  the  diflrids  in  upper 
Silefia^  is  an  exceedingly  proper  perfon  to  be 
appointed,  by  your  majefty,  for  this  expedition^ 

General  Beck  has  juft  diredtcd  his  march  to- 
^ard  Zittau. 

It  is  affirmed  that  general  Harfch  intends  to 
march  toward  upper  Silefia,  and  that  Jahnus  will 
wait  a  reinfbrceqient,  oppofite  this  poft  j  which 
intelligence  has  this  day  been  confirmed  by  the 
report,  here  included,  of  the  burgomafter  of 
Schat^lar. 

L.  M:  FOUQUET. 


IL    E    T    T    E    R     CXXVI. 

From  the  King. 

Oftobcr  6,  1 7^j, 

The  enemy  I  believe  will  march  to-day, 
by  which,  according  to  all  appearances,  our  ap- 
prehenflbns  will  be  relieved. 

The  Ruffians  will  leave  the  road  of  Thorn ; 
and  the  Auib'ians  will  march  by  Rawitz  along 
the  frontiers. 
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In  this  cafe,  the  following  will  be  my  difpo** 
fition.  General  Platen  (hall  inftantly  march, 
with  the  regiment  of  Putkammer,  ten  fquadrons 
of  cuiraffiersy  and  the  battalion  of  Buddenbrog ; 
in  three  days  march  he  will  be  near  Breilau^  and 
will  halt  on  the  4th ;  on  the  6th  he  will  be  at 
Loewen ;  on  the  7th  a  detachment  will  be  fent 
to  Oppeln,  to  break  down  the  bridge ;  and  on  the 
8th  the  bridge  of  Kroppitz  will  be  demolifhed, 
amd  the  pandours  driven  from  Cofel. 

Eight  battalions,  with  twelve  twelve-pounders, 
and  generals  Queis  and  Gablenz,  will  depart  on 
the  fame  day;  will  reach  Langen-Oels  in  three 
marches ;  will  halt  the  4th  day ;  on  the  6th  will 
be  at  Ncifs ;  and  general  Thielc  will  depart  on 
that  fame  day  with  five  battalions  of  infantry, 
as  will  general  Meyer  with  a  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, and  general  Malakowiki  with  tjic  regi- 
ments of  Rufch  and  Malakowiki,  which  to- 
gether amount  to  fix  hundred  men.  On  the 
4th  day  this  corps  will  be  at  Landfliut,  to  re- 
lieve you.  You  may  then  take  five  fquadrons 
of  Bayreuth,  the  regiment  of  Werner,  one  fqua- 
dron  excepted,  and  the  feven  battalions,  and  in 
three  days  reach  Neifs. 

No  detachment  muft  be  made  to  Wartha ;  if 

you  (hould  determine  to  fend  any  forces  thithep, 

let  it  be  a  free  battalion. 

You 
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You  may  be  at  Neifs  in  three  days,  with 
your  feven  battalions.  You  will  pafs  the  river, 
and  drive  away  the  corps  that  is  at  Neufladt* 
Should  Harfch  fend  any  detachment  into  upper 
Silefia^  Goltz  muft  have  a  proportionate  detach- 
ment for  Neifs.  The  five  battalions,  that  I  fend 
you,  may  in  any  cafe  hold  the  poft  of  Landfhut, 
provided  Jahnus  only  fliall  remain  at  Schatzlar. 

As  foon  as  Platen  (hall  have  driven  away  the 
gentry  from  Cofel,  you  may  join  your  forces  at 
Leobfchutz  and  Neuftadt,  or  fome where  there- 
about. 

Laudohn  will  return  by  upper  Silefia,  and 
Harfch  will  detach  fome  of  his  troops  to  Lii- 
bow,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  operations.  Should 
they  then  not  find  any  perfon  to  oppofe  them, 
they  will  be  ftrong  enough  to  undertake  either 
the  fiege  of  Cofel  or  that  of  Neifs.  I  ought 
to  add  that,  (hould  Jahnus  only  remain  near 
Schatzlar,  you  may  avail  yourfelf  of  the  whole 
regiment  of  Bayreuth. 

Your  grand  objed  is  to  anticipate  Laudohn, 
which  you  may  effeft  paft  difpute;  to  deftroy 
the  magazines,  if  the  enemy  have  formed  ^ny, 
at  Troppau  or  at  Jsegerndorf ;  and  to  hsorafs 
Laudohn  as  much  as  you  can.  ) 

The  corps  of  Laudohn  amounts  to  eighteen 
thovfand  men^  confiding  of  ten  regiments  of 

horfe. 


i 
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horfc,  three  of  which  are  exceedingly  feeble  j 
twenty-fcven  battalions,  five  of  which  amount 
to  a  thoufand  men;  and  the  other  regiments 
likewife  of  about  a  thoufand,  with  twelvc«»hun* 
dred  huflars,  and  two  thoufand  Croats.  Oa  thil 
you  may  depend* 

The  Ruffians  and  Laudohn,  this  mornings 
(UU  remain  between  Schlichtingflieim  and  Strau** 
waiTer.  As  foon  as  I  (hall  learn  chat  they  are 
on  their  march,  and  are  feparated,  I  (hall  lend 
off  my  three  columns,  and  give  you  notice ;  that^ 
on  the  feventh  day,  you  may  be  near  Neils. 

With  refpeft  to  myfelf,  as  foon  as  I  (hall 
perceive  this  country  is  entirely  cleared,  1  IhaQ 
take  the  road  for  Bunzlau  and  Gocrlitz,  to  con<« 
ciiide  the  campaign  near  Drefden. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  is  all  I  have  the  power 
to  do.  Should  Harfch  make  fome  detachmenti 
&il  not  to  fend,  according  to  an  ample  eftimate^ 
troops  to  Ncifs  in  a  like  proportion ;  for  it  i^ 
time  to  think  on  upper  Silefia. 

Adieu,  my  friend*  I  embrace  you  with  all 
Wij  heart. 

FREDERIC 


LET- 
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.    )L   E    T    T    E    R     CXXVII. 
From  Central  Fauquet. 

S  I  R  E9  Landfhut,  Oaobcr  7,  1759. 

1  H  AV  E  juft  received  the  commands  and 
difpofition  of  your  majcfty,  of  the  6th  of  this 
-month ;  according  to  which  I  (hall  take  my 
meafures. 

Your  majefty,  having  referved  a  regiment  of 
drago6ns^  and  fix  hundred  of  the  huflars  of  Rufch 
and  Malakowiki,  for  general  Goltz,  which  In  my 
opinion  will  be  fufHcient  among  the  mountains 
and  in  the  environs  of  Hirfchberg,  is  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  permit  the  whole  regiment  of  Bay- 
reuth  to  join  me;  allowing  me  alfo  to  fend  for 
the  two  fquadrons  of  Werner  huffars,  which  arc 
with  the  detachment  of  major  Seelhoorft;  a  pro- 
ceeding  the  more  neceflary,  as  general  Laudohn 
is  very  fuperior  to  me  in  cavalry. 

A  fituation  may  occur  which  will  occafion  me 
confiderable  embarraflinent. 

Should  Laudohn  poft  himfelf  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cofel  at  the  very  time  that  I  am  advancing 
thither,  and  (hould  Harfch  endeavour  to  pene- 
trate near  Wcydcnau  and  Zuckmantel,  I  (hall 
then  be  obliged  to  fend  a  detachment  to  Op- 
^  I  pcrfdorf. 
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pcrfdorf,  or  to  fall  back  with  the  whole  corps, 
that  I  may  not  be  cut  off  from  the  magazine  of 
Ncifs. 

In  this  cafc^  Laudohn  would  be  mafter  o{ 
that  part  of  upper  Silefia. 

L.  M.  FOUQJJET. 


LETTER     CXXVIIi. 
From  the  KiHg. 

Sophienthal)  Oftober  9»  i759« 

Y  O  U  do  not  conceive,  my  dear  general, 
the  prefent  combination  of  affairs.  Laudohn 
cannot  pafs  the  Oder,  except  at  Ratibor  or  at 
Oppeln. 

The  Croats,  it  is  faid,  are  colleding  maga- 
zines on  that  fide.  Thefe  magazines  muft  be 
deftroyed,  or  carried  from  the  enemy;  and  the 
bridge  of  Oppeln  and  of  Ratibor  ruined,  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  Laudohn.  It  is  likewife 
neceffary  to  drive  away  the  beggarly  troop,  that, 
give  themfelves  an  air  of  blockading  Cofel. 

I  have  fent  five  fquadrons  of  huffars  to  Breflau. 
I  have  commanded  them  to  go  to  Laewen,  to 
which  place  fend  Werner,  inftancaneoufly,  with 
five  fquadrons  of  his  regiment. 

Inform 
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Inform  him  of  mine  and  of  the  enemy's  projefts 
ton  upper  Silefia.  Perhaps,  with  thefe  ten  fqua- 
clrons>  he  may  accdmpiifti  the  three  following 
bbjefts :  that  is,  he  may  take  the  magazines, 
break  down  the  bridges,  and  chafe  away  the 
enemy,  from  the  environs  of  Cbfel. 

With  refpeft  to  myfelf,  I  can  neither  feparatc 
toy  army  nor  make  detachments,  while  the  Ruf- 
fians  and  the  Auftrians  fliall  remain  together. 

They  encamp  between  Mechau  and  Great 
Often,  having  Bartfch  in  their  front. 

I  wait  the  moment  of  their  feparation.    The. 
Rufliaas,  in  a  few  days>  will  be  obliged  to  go  to 
Fofnania,  and  Laudohn  to  gain  upper  Silefia. 
I  then  Jliall  deuch  infantry  for  JBreflau,  and 
continually  totidpate  them  in  their  projeds. 

JMy  detachment  (or  Landlhut  may  arrive 
there  in  three  days.  If^  with  this  corps,  you 
march  immediately  for  Neifs,  and  at  Neuftadt 
join  th^  regiments  which  I  deftined  for  upper 
Silelia,  you  will  continuially  be  able  to  harafs 
Laudohn,  at  the  pafTage  of  the  Oder,  or  to  fall 
tpon  his  rear-guard.  And  (hould  Harfch  de- 
tach, in  confeqiiencc,  you  will  fortify,  in  pro* 
portion  as  the  enemy  (hall  fortify. 

Ilecolledt  that,  with  about  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  huflars  and  three  thoufand  five  hun* 
dted  dragoons^  I  have  made  head,  during  the 

VOL.  xni.  T  whole 
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i^hole  campaign,  againft  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
light  troops,  ten  regiments  of  Auflxian  cavalry, 
and  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  Ruffians.  There- 
fore, with  twenty  fquadrons  of  cavalry  and  two 
good  regiments  of  huflars,  you  may  in  like  man- 
ner make  head  againft  the  cavalry  of  Laudohn  ; 
three  regiments  of  which  are  totally  ruined,  and 
the  others  have  moft  feverely  fufFered,  You 
muft  be  attentive  to  aflume  ground'  on  which 
the  cavalry  will  have  little  opportunity  to  aft. 

Laudohn  has  only  about  *eight  thoufand  foot, 
and  his  forces  daily  diminilh,  They  remain  five 
or  fix  days  in  want  of  bread,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  make  a  very  heavy  march,  which  will  at  leaft 
coft  them  three  thoufand  men,  by  defertion. 
Add  to  this,  thefe  troops  are  afflifted  with  the 
dyfentery ;  and  that,  confequently,  weaknefs  and 
bad  provifions  will  oblige  JLaudohn  to  return, 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  can,  into  Moravia. 

Therefore,  far  from  figuring  to  yourfelf  great 
detachments,  imagine  a  new  career  of  glory 
opening  to  your  view. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LET. 
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L   E   t   t   E  R      CXXIX. 

> 

Frcm  General  Pcuquef. 

S  i  R  E»  Landfhuty  Odober  io»  1759. 

I N  obediehce  to  your  majefty*s  orders,  of 
the  9th  of  this  months  I  early  to-day  detached 
general  Werner,  with  five  fquadrons  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  inflruded  him  in  all  which  it  was 
neceflary  he  (ho'uld  obferve. 

He  will  haften  his  march  to  Loewen  as  much 
tSLS  pdlible^  and  there  will  join  the  five  fquadrons 
that  ccone  from  Breflau,  aqd  endeavour  to  exe- 
cute bis  expedition,  according  to  the  commands 
and  intention  of  your  majefty^ 

L-  M,  FOUQUET. 

Here,  as  with  you,  fire,  there  is  abfolutely 
nothing  new  paffing* 

Harfch  and  Jahnus  ftill  keep  the  fame  pofition, 

* 

at  Schatzlar  and  Trautenau. 

They  caufe  it  to  be  reponed  that  they  intend 
to  march  toward  upper  Silefia,  but  at  prefent 
not  a  man  is  in  motion. 

As  foon  as  they  (hall  be  on  the  march,  I  will 
inftantly  fend  off  the  three  battalions  deftined 
for  Ncifs,  and  will  follow  them  immediately,  af- 

T  2  ter 
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i^hole  campaign,  againft  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
light  troops,  ten  regiments  of  Auftrian  cavalry, 
and  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  Ruffians.  There- 
fore, with  twenty  fquadrons  of  cavalry  and  two 
good  regiments  of  huflars,  you  may  in  like  man- 
ner make  head  againft  the  cavalry  of  Laudohn  ; 
three  regiments  of  which  are  totally  ruined,  and 
the  others  have  moft  feverely  fufFered,  You 
muft  be  attentive  to  aflume  ground'  on  which 
the  cavalry  will  have  little  opportunity  to  aft. 

Laudohn  has  only  about  eight  thoufand  foot, 
and  his  forces  daily  diminilh,  -They  remain  five 
or  fix  days  in  want  of  bread,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  make  a  very  heavy  march,  which  willatleaft 
coft  them  three  thoufand  men,  by  defertion. 
Add  to  this,  thefe  troops  are  afflided  with  the 
dyfentery ;  and  that,  confequently,  weaknefs  and 
bad  provifions  will  oblige  JLaudohn  to  return, 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  can,  into  Moravia. 

Therefore,  far  from  figuring  to  yourfelf  great 
detachments,  imagine  a  new  career  of  glory 
opening  to  your  view. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LET. 
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L  E   t   t   E  R      CXXIX. 

From  (General  Fouquet. 

S  i  R  £»  Landihuty  Odober  io»  1759* 

I N  obcdichcc  to  your  majefty^s  orders,  of 
the  9th  of  this  months  I  early  to-day  detached 
general  Werner,  with  five  fquadrons  of  liis  regi- 
ment, and  inflrudted  him  in  all  which  it  was 
neceffary  he  (hould  obferve* 

He  will  haften  his  march  to  Loewen  as  much 
&s  poffible^  and  there  will  join  the  five  fquadrons 
that  ccone  from  Breflau,  and  endeavour  to  exe- 
cute bis  expedition,  according  to  the  commands 
and  intention  of  your  majefty^ 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

Here,  as  with  you,  fire,  there  is  abfolutely 
nothing  new  paffing* 

Harfch  and  Jahnus  ftill  keep  the  fame  pofition, 

* 

at  Schatzlar  and  Trautenau. 

They  caufe  it  to  be  reponed  that  they  intend 
to  march  toward  upper  Silefia,  but  at  prefent 
not  a  man  is  in  motion. 

As  foon  as  they  (hall  be  on  the  march,  I  will 
inftantly  fend  off  the  three  battalions  deftined 
for  Ncifs,  and  will  follow  them  immediately,  af- 

T  2  ter 
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whole  campaign,  againft  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
light  troops,  ten  regiments  of  Auflxian  cavalry, 
and  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  Ruffians.  There- 
fore, with  twenty  fquadrons  of  cavalry  and  two 
good  regiments  of  huflars,  you  may  in  like  man- 
ner make  head  againft  the  cavalry  of  Laudohn ; 
three  regiments  of  which  are  totally  ruined,  and 
the  others  have  moft  feverely  fufFered.  You 
muft  be  attentive  to  aflume  ground'  on  which 
the  cavalry  will  have  little  opportunity  to  aft. 

Laudohn  has  only  about  eight  thoufand  foot, 
and  his  forces  daily  diminilh.  They  remain  five 
or  fix  days  in  want  of  bread,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  make  a  very  heavy  march,  which  willatleaft 
coft  them  three  thoufand  men,  by  defertion. 
Add  to  this,  thefe  troops  are  afflifted  with  the 
dyfentery ;  and  that,  confequently,  weaknefs  and 
bad  provifions  will  oblige  JLaudohn  to  return, 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  can,  into  Moravia. 

Therefore,  far  from  figuring  to  yourfelf  great 
detachments,  imagine  a  new  career  of  glory 
opening  to  your  view. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC: 


LET. 
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L   E   t   t   E  R      CXXIX. 

r 

From  (jcneral  Fou^uet. 

SIRE,  Landihut,  Odober  lo,  1759* 

I N  obedichce  to  your  majefty's  orders,  of 
the  9th  of  this  months  I  early  to-day  detached 
general  Werner,  with  five  fquadrons  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  inflruded  him  in  all  which  it  was 
neceflary  he  (hould  obferve* 

He  will  haften  his  march  to  Loewen  as  much 
&s  poffible,  and  there  will  join  the  five  fquadrons 
that  ccusfee  from  Breflau,  aqd  endeavour  to  exe- 
xujte  bis  expedition,  according  to  the  commands 
and  intention  of  your  majefty^ 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 

Here,  as  with  you,  fire,  there  is  abfolutely 
nothing  new  paffing* 

Harfch  and  Jahnus  ftill  keep  the  fame  pofition, 
at  Schatzlar  and  Trautenau. 

They  caufe  it  to  be  reponed  that  they  intend 
to  march  toward  upper  Silefia,  but  at  prefent 
not  a  man  is  in  motion. 

As  foon  as  they  (hall  be  on  the  march,  I  will 
inftantly  fend  off  the  three  battalions  deftined 
for  Ncifs,  and  will  follow  them  immediately,  af- 

T  2  ter 
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whole  campaign,  againft  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
light  troops,  ten  regiments  of  Auftrian  cavalry, 
and  the  whole  cavalry  of  the  Ruffians.  There- 
fore, with  twenty  fquadions  of  cavalry  and  two 
good  regiments  of  huflars,  you  may  in  like  man- 
ner make  head  againft  the  cavalry  of  Laudohn ; 
three  regiments  of  which  are  totally  ruined,  and 
the  others  have  moft  feverely  fufFered,  You 
muft  be  attentive  to  aflume  ground'  on  which 
the  cavalry  will  have  little  opportunity  to  aft. 

Laudohn  has  only  about  -eight  thoufand  foot, 
and  his  forces  daily  diminilh.  They  remain  five 
or  fix  days  in  want  of  bread,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  make  a  very  heavy  march,  which  willatleaft 
coft  them  three  thoufand  men,  by  defertion. 
Add  to  this,  thefe  troops  are  afflifted  with  the 
dyfentery ;  and  that,  confequently,  weaknefs  and 
bad  provifions  will  obhge  JLaudohn  to  return, 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  can,  into  Moravia. 

Therefore,  far  from  figuring  to  yourfelf  great 

4 

detachments,  imagine  a  new  career  of  glory 
opening  to  your  view. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LET. 
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L   E   t   t   E   R      CXXIX: 

> 

From  General  Fou^uet. 

SIRE,  Landfliul,  Odober  10,  1759. 

I N  obedichce  to  your  majefty^s  orders,  of 
the  9th  of  this  months  I  early  to-day  detached 
general  Werner,  with  five  fquadrons  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  inftrufted  him  in  all  which  it  was 
neceflary  he  (hould  obferve. 

He  will  haften  his  march  to  Loewen  as  much 
as  pdTible^  and  there  will  join  the  five  fquadrons 
that  ccone  from  Breflau,  and  endeavour  to  exe- 
cute bis  expedition,  according  to  the  commands 
and  intention  of  your  majefty^ 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

Here,  as  with  you,  fire,  there  is  abfolutely 
nothing  new  paffing* 

Harfch  and  Jahnus  ftill  keep  the  fame  pofition, 
at  Schatzlar  and  Trautenau. 

They  caufe  it  to  be  reponed  that  they  intend 
to  march  toward  upper  Silefia,  but  at  prefent 
not  a  man  is  in  motion. 

As  foon  as  they  (hall  be  on  the  march,  I  will 
inftantly  fend  off  the  three  battalions  deftined 
for  Ncifs,  and  will  follow  them  immediately,  af- 

T  2  ter 
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tcr  the  rcmfbrccmcnt  from  your  majcfty  (hall 

arrive. 

General  Beck  ftill  remains  in  the  vicinity  of 

Zictau. 

L.  M.  FQUQUET- 


LETTER     CXXX- 

From  the  King. 

O&obcr  26»  I7S9. 

The  enemy,  my  dear  Fouquet,  jreftcr- 
day  marched  to  Bajanowa  and  Rawitz.  Lau* 
dohn  and  the  Ruffians  are  ftill  together ;  not*- 
withftanding  which,  I  (hall  to-day  fend  off  the 
detachment,  which  on  the  29th  will  be  at  Land- 

fliut. 

Major-general  Thiele  marches  to-day,  with 
his  five  battalions,  the  huflars  of  Malakowfki, 
and  major-general  Meyer  with  the  regiment  of 
Platen;  pafllngthe  bridge  near  Kceber  to  Rau- 
dpp,  on  the  ayth  they  will  be  at  Liegnitz,  on 
the  28th  at  Ronftock,  and  on  the  29th  at 
Landfhut. 

If  you  could  march  on  the  evening  of  the 
29th  with  the  infantry,  Werner  and  Bayreuth 
might  follow  you,  by  forced  marches.    Yoa 

might 
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jiiight  then  proceed  with  little  noife  to  Reichen* 
bach;  that  is  to  within  two  miles  of  Landfhut; 
and,  on  the  3 id  of  this  months  you  might  march 
to  Neifs. 

My  nine  battalions  are  at  Trachenbcrg,  whence 
I  fhall  fend  them  immediately  for  Brieg ;  and  I 
imagine  they  will  be  five  days  on  their  march. 
'  Ijaudohn  marches  through  Kalifch  and  Czen- 
ftochow.  I  (hall  keep  pace  with  him  as  &r  as 
Wartenberg ;  to  which  purpofe  I  (hall  fend  off 
five  fquadrons  of  cuiraffiers.  As  (bon  as  Lau- 
dohp  (baU  be  ^t  a  diftance  from  that  country^ 
we  will  march  diredly  through  Brieg  to  Ijoewen. 

I  know  not  how  it  happens  that  Laudohn  is 
informed  pf  the  n^ch  yqu  n^ak^;  it  is  not  from 
ws  that  he  l^s  ^earci  it ;  I  have  not  too  good  an 
opinion  of  your  fecretary :  as  the  enemy  employs 
fo  much  tre^ch^ry,  pay  fome  attention  to  his 
condud,  rccolleding  tb^  w^  are  at  ;t  criiisj . 
when  it  is  neceflary  to  be  continually  diffident. 

As  foon  as  you  (hall  arrive  at  Neifs>  yoq  will 
fiirft  receive  reports  firorp  generals  Qucifs  ^d 
Gablenz,  who  are  there  with  the  infantry^  as 
well  as  fix)m  Podjuriki  and  Schmettau. 

Sixteen  battalions  are  as  many  as  you  will ': 
want,    I  have  caufed  the  bridge  of  Oppeln  to 
be  broken  down,  and  I  know  Laudohn  has  iaid— « 
*^  3|io\)ld  general  Fouquet  be  before  me^  on  the 

T3  ^^fidt 
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«^  fide  of  Cofcl  and  Ratibor,  I  ftiall  pafs  the 

^'  JablunkaiK*' 

Should  thefc  operations  bring  things  to  the 

point  of  rendering  it  impoffible  for  the  enemy 

to  underukc  any  fiege  in  Silefia,  you  perhaps 

may  inflid  on  them  a  part  of  the  evil  which  they 

have  done  us  here,  in  burning  and  pillaging. 

There  would  be  no  great  harm,  therefore,  ii\ 

burning  Jaegerndorf,  and  fame  villages  in  thofc 

envhrons,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oppa,  which 

will  prevent  them  from  keeping  fo  many  troop3 

on  our  frontiers. 

FREDERIC, 

I  am  ill,  my  dear  general,  which  prevents  me 
from  writing  to  you  with  a  certainr  degree  of 
ponneftion,  on  all  thefe  affairs.  I  rely  on  your 
abilities. 

Laudohn  fliould  be  fourteen  days  on  his 
march  to  Oppcln,  and'  fifteen  to  Ratibor; 
whence  you  perceive  you  will  always  be  able 
fo  be  much  before  him. 

I  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDEJR.IC 


LET- 


•  • 
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LETTER      CXXXL 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  06lober  27^  1759, 

I  HAVE  jufl:  received  your  majefty*s  or- 
ders>  of  the  26th  of  this  month,  and  have  learnt 
that  general  Thiclc  will  arrive  here,  on  the  1 9th, 
with  five  battalions  and  the  huflars  of  Mala- 
kowfki,  and  general  Meyer  with  the  regiment  of 

Platen. 

I  (hall  depart,  on  the  (ame  evening,  to  march 
toward  Neifs-  It  is  thirteen  miles  from  the  place 
where  wc  arc  to  that  town,  I  (haU  haften  my 
march  as  much  as  poffible ;  but,  as  fome  fnow 
has  fallen,  and  as  it  rains  every  day,  I  do  not 
think  I  can  reach  Neifs  before  the  31ft.  I  will 
be  as  near  it  however  as  I  can. 

General  Schenkendorf  relieves  general  Goltz, 
at  Hirfchberg,  in  order  that  Goltz  may  take 
the  command  here. 

Four  battalions  will  remain  at  Hirfchberg, 
and  Goltz  will  have  twelve  here;  including 
thofe  of  general  Thiele,  the  huffars  of  Mala- 
kowfki,  and  the  Elaten  dragoons. 

With  refpeft  to  the  corps  of  gcueral  Queifs, 

T  4  the 
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whole  campaign,  againft  ten  or  twelve  thoufana 
light  troops,  ten  regiments  of  Auftrian  cavalry, 
and  the  wliole  cavalry  of  the  Ruffians.  There- 
fore, with  twenty  fquadrons  of  cavalry  and  two 
good  regiments  of  huflars,  you  may  in  like  man- 
ner make  head  againft  the  cavalry  of  Laudohn ; 
three  regiments  of  which  are  totally  ruined,  and 
the  others  have  moft  feverely  fufFered.  You 
muft  be  attentive  to  aflume  ground'  on  which 
the  cavalry  will  have  little  opportunity  to  aft. 

Laudohn  has  only  about  eight  thoufand  foot, 
and  his  forces  daily  diminilh.  They  remain  five 
or  fix  days  in  want  of  bread,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  make  a  very  heavy  march,  which  willatleaft 
coft  them  three  thoufand  men,  by  defertion. 
Add  to  this,  thefe  troops  are  afflifted  with  the 
dyfentery ;  and  that,  confequently,  weaknefs  and 
bad  provifions  will  oblige  JLaudohn  to  return, 
with  all  the  fpeed  he  can,  into  Moravia. 

Therefore,  far  from  figuring  to  yourfelf  great 

if 

detachments,   imagine  a  new  career  of  glory 
opening  to  your  view. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC 


LET. 


fc  O  E  R  &  S  P  O  ir  B  C  K  C  E.  275 

L   E   t   t   E   R      CXXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Landfhut,  Odober  lo,  1759. 

I N  obedichce  to  your  majefty^s  orders,  of 
the  9th  of  this  months  I  early  to-day  detached 
general  Werner,  with  five  fquadrons  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  inflruded  him  in  all  which  it  was 
neceflary  he  (ho'uld  obferve* 

He  will  haften  his  march  to  Loewen  as  much 
^  poffible^  and  there  will  join  the  five  fquadrons 
that  ccone  from  Breflau,  and  endeavour  to  exe- 
cute bis  expedition,  according  to  the  commands 
and  intention  of  your  majefty^ 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

Here,  as  with  you,  fire,  there  is  ablblutely 
nothing  new  paffing. 

Harfch  and  Jahnus  ftill  keep  the  fame  pofition, 

• 

at  Schatdar  and  Trautenau. 

They  caufe  it  to  be  reponed  that  they  intend 
to  march  toward  upper  Silefia,  but  at  prefent 
not  a  man  is  in  motion. 

As  foon  as  they  (hall  be  on  the  march,  I  will 
inftantly  fend  off  the  three  battalions  deftined 
for  Ncifs,  and  will  follow  them  immediately,  af- 

T  2  ter 
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From  General  Fauque/^ 

^^  • 

8  I  R  Ef  Ncifs,  November  l^  1759* 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  receivecj  the  grar- 
cioos  letter  of  your  majefty,  dated  the  31ft  of 
the  laft  month. 

I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  fuffer  the  corps  to 
reft  to-morrow,  and  to  provide  it  with  breads 
forage,  and  other  fubiiftence. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  I  (hall  continue  my 

march,  according  to  the  commands  of  your  ma- 

jefty,  and  (hall  endeavour  in  three  days  to  be  at 

Breflau. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

I  am  delighted,  fire,  to  undcrftand  you  are 
recovered.  As  to  the  weaknefs  in  your  legs, 
that  will  foon  be  overcome. 


LET- 
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From  General  Fouquet. 

SlKif  Hundafddcy November 5^  ITS9* 

I  HAVE  this  day  departed,  with  my 
corps,  for  Olau.  I  have  pafied  Brellau  and  the 
Oder,  and  fixed  my  quarters  here,  near  Hundf- 

feldc. 

General  Schmettau  has  fent  me  intelligence 

that  Laudohn  has  retil'cd  ftill  further  into  Po- 
land, and  that  there  is  nothing  to  fear  for  Mi« 
litfch ;  for  which  reafon  I  (hall  march  my  corps 
toward  Wartenberg,  and  leave  general  Schmet- 
tau  at  Militfch,  pofting  fome  battalions  and  fome 
fquadrons  in  the  midway,  near  Gofchutz. 

I  Ihall  thus  find  myfelf  more  ready  to  obfcrvc 
the  motions  of  general  Laudohn,  tCtid  to  keep 
pace  with  him  along  the  frontiers,  (h'ould  it  be 
his  intention  to  advance  ^further  toward  upper 
Sjlefia. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER      CXXJflV, 
From  Gittiral  Fouimt. 

8  I  R  £»  Oelsy  November  9,  175^ 

On  my  arrival  herc^  on  the  7th,  I  immc-. 
di^tely  fent  my  vanguard  forward,  as  far  as  War- 
icnbcrg. 

As  I  have  juft  received  advice  that  general 
Laudohn  is  decamped  from  Zduni  and  thofe  en- 
virons^on  his  march  for  Kalifch  or  Czenftochow^ 
I^^ing  left  fome  cavalry  and  Coflacks  at  Sal- 
x^LirTchutz^  oppoiitq  this  place>  I  (hall  this  morn- 
ing march  through  Brieg  befide  the  Oder,  and 
ihrov^h  Cofcl,  and  (hall  poll  myfelf  in  the  en-. 
virons  of  Gros-Strelitz,  or  of  Tofl;,  and  thus 
endeavour  to  anticipate  the  enemy.    General 
3chmettau  Avill  remain,  with  the  half  of  the 
corps,  in  the  vicinity  of  Oels,  as  long  as  the 
enemy  (hall  continue  ftationed  oppofite  to  him, 
and  will  follow  as  foon  as  circumftance^  will 

permit. 

^        L-  M.  FOUQUET, 

Marfhal  Daun  very  properly  teftifies  the  at- 
tention and  refpeft  which  are  your  majefty *s  due, 
fince  he  already  begins  to  retreat  to  fo  great  a 
difUnce.     I  wifh  your  majefly  health  and  good 

£:>rcune. 

3  LET. 
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LETTER      CXXXV- 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Cofd*  November  20,  l^s^ 

XIlS  it  appeared  to  mc  to  be  the  inten* 
tion  of  general  Laudohn  diredljr  to  take  the 
road  of  Beutben  and  Tarnowitz^  through  ihe 
county  of  Pkfle,  I  have  pofted  on  the  frontiers 
of  thefe  dillrids  ibme  dragoons  and  huflars^  and 
fon>e  grenadiers  at  Tarnowitz«  I  have  flationed 
myfelf,  with  the  remainder  of  the  infantry,  in 
the  environs  of  Cofelj  that  I  may  be  ready  to 

Laudohn  has  found  himfelf  thus  obliged  to 
dh*ed:  his  march  to  C^enftochow  and  Cracau; 
and  it  is  prefumed  that  he  will  proceed  through 
Zipferland,  in  Hungary,  However  I  have  de- 
tached general  Werner,  with  his  huflars  and 
two  hundred  foot  of  the  regiment  of  Alt-Sidow^ 
for  Troppau,  to  make  an  excurfion  thithen 

On  the  1 8th,  he  there  furprifed  the  garriTon, 
which  confifted  of  cavalry  and  Croats,  and  drove 
it  out  of  the  town,  making  a  hot  purfuit.  A 
hundred,  and  eighty  men  were  killed,  eleven 
officers  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  fol* 
diers  made  prifoners^   and  eighty  horfes  were 

taken  t 
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taken :  the  bed  of  them  have  been  felefted, 
and  diilributed  among  the  dragoons  and  huflars. 

Three  officers  and  a  hundred  and  feventeen 
foldiers^  of  the  prifoners,  were  fo  dangerouily 
wounded  that  they  could  not  be  removed^  and 
were  obliged  to  be  left  at  Troppau,  in  cafe  of  a 
reverfe  of  fortune.  Our  whole  lofs  confifts  in 
three  dead  and  eleven  wounded. 

I  have  at  the  fame  time  fent  colonel  Biilow, 
with  fix  fquadrons  of  dragoons  and  three  fqua- 
drons  of  huflars,  toward  Czcnftochow ;  and  an- 
other party  likewife  to  Biala  and  Bielitz.  Thefe 
are  not  yet  returned. 

As  foon  as  I  (hall  be  mafter  of  thefe  diftriAs^ 
I  {ball  fee  what  can  further  be  undertaken. 

I  have  left  general  Schmettau,  with  five  bat* 
talions^  the  regiment  of  Schlaberndorf^  and  four 
fquadrons  of  huflars,  in  the  environs  of  Mi- 
litfch  and  Trachenberg,  there  to  impede  the 
ravages  of  the  enemy. 

As  I  amjuft  informed  that  the  Ruffians  agaii^ 
extend  themfelves  along  the  frontiers^  and  are 
making  new  incurfions,  I  have  written  to  gene- 
ral Goltz,  to  reinforce  general  Schmettau  witlv 
the  regiment  of  Ramin. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET^ 


COREESPONDENCE.  ttf 
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From  General  Fcuquet. 

*  I  ^  E,  Ratibor,  December  8,  1759. 

vtENERAL  Laudohn  decamped  on  the 
20th  of  laft  month  from  Czenftochow,  and  march- 
ed toward  Cracau.  Colonel  Biilow  was  detached 
thither,  and  on  the  2 1  ft  arrived  at  Czenftochow, 
where  he  took  eight  prifoners  and  fome  baggage, 
with  the  medicinal  arroy-cheft ;  and  purfued  the 
enemy  above  a  mile. 

Major  Rofenkrantz,  of  the  regiment  of  Wer- 
ner, made  at  the  fame  time  an  excurfion  to  Kent, 
Biala,  and  Btelitz,  where  he  found  much  of  the 
enemy's  baggage. 

.  According  to  advice  peceivfed,  that  Laudohn 
intended  to  .go  from  Cracau  to  Bielitz,  I  fent 
colonel  Bulow  with  the  dragoons,  and  majoT'^ 
general  le  Grand  with  two  battalions  of  grena- 
diers, to  the  vicinity  of  Beron  and  Plefle;  and  to 
fupport  them  I  likewife  fent  general  Ramin,  with 
two  battalions,  toward  Loflau. 

On  the  27th,  Laudohn  attempted  to  penetrate 
near  Ofwienczieri  and  Gottfchallkowitz,  where 
he  was  repuHed  by  colonel  Biilow  and  generak 
le  Grand.  •  The  latter,  on  the  29th,  drove  off 

4  the 
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the  advanc^^d  pofts  of  the  enemy,  from  Dzied- 
fcitz  and  Cicchau,  between  Pleffe  and  Bielitz^ 
and  took  two  prifoners. 

When  the  Auftrians  filed  off,  on  tlie  left,  thd 
faid  detachments  followed  them,  on  the  right. 

On  the  3otK,  I  mirched  with  fix  battalion^ 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Ratibor^  ther<J  to  hold 
my  felf  in  readinefs ;  andi  for  this  reafon,  I  eaufed 
the  bridge  over  the  Oder  to  be  repaired. 

The  fame  day,  the  corps  of  th^  enemy  again 
attempted  to  penetrate,  near  Pleffe  j  but  was 
again  repulfed,  by  general  Werner* 

The  intention  of  general  Laudohh  was  to 
proceed  through  the  dutchy  of  Tefchcn,  intd 
Moravia ;  there  to  take  up  his  winter  quarters. 
General  Dra&owitz,  in  order  to  cover  \i\% 
march,  was   poded  along  the  frontiers,  with 
twelve  battalion^Li  which  alfo  occupied  Hak<^ 
fchin  and  Benefchau^  near  the  Oppa^  on  this 
fide  of  the  frontiers* 

On  the  6th,  both  places  were  attacked  at  thd 
fame  time,  each  by  two  of  our  battalions ;  the 
garrifons  were  expelled,  a  great  number  of  mea 
were  killed,  and  an  ofiicer  and  fixty-fix  privates 
were  made  prifoners. 

General  Laudohn  is  at  prefcnt  in  the  environs 
of  Tefchen ;  and,  according  to  the  intelligence 
we  have  received,  muft  have  loft,  by  deferdon^ 

during 


during  bis  march  through  Poland]  more  than 
four  dioui^nd  men. 

As  he  is  at  prefettt  makihg  arrangemehti  to 
take  up  his  ^vintcr  quarter  in  Moravia,  I  (hall 
bf  d^rcei  form  a  chain,  with  the  corps,  fimilar 
to  that  of  laft  year. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


I  ?  I 


*^  THE  campaign  of  1759  was  terminated,  in 
*'  upper  Silefia,  by  an  agreement,  between  ge- 
*^  neral  Fouquet  and  general  Lauddhn,  in  which 
"  they  mutually  regulated  the  maimer  cf  guard-* 
*^  ing  the  frontiers, 

**  The  Auftrians  entered  into  winter  quarters 
^^  in  Moravia,  and  formed  a  chain  along  the 
^'  frontiers,  extending  from  Grulifch  to  Bielitz. 

*^  The  corps  of  general  Fouquet  covered  the 
*^  frontiers  of  upper  Silefia,  and  took  up  its  win- 
^^  ter  quarters,  as  in  the  precedixxg  y?ar,  in  the 
*^  country  between  Neuftadc  and  Ratibor,  The 
*^  general  quarters  were  fixed  at  Leobfchutz.    . 

"  On  the  1 8th  of  January  1760,  general  Foii-i 
*^  quet  marched,  at  the  head  of  eight  battalions 
"  and  eight  fquadrons,  and  departed  fromLeob- 
**  fchutz  for  Lcewenberg. 

**  He  ordered  general  Schmettau  to  advance, 

Yoi.  XIII.  U  "  whe 
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^<  who  was  ;hen  pofted  with  a  detachment  iiear 
<<  L^uban,  as  far  as  Goerlit2U  The  command 
^<  cf  the  forces  that  remained  in  upper  Silefia 
<^  was  committed  to  general  Goltz ;  and  gene- 
*^  ral  Scbenkendorf  continued^  with  fome  troops^ 
"  in  the  poft  of  Landfliut. 

'<  Thefe  diflferent  parties,  all  under  the  com- 
•'  mand  of  general  Fouquet,  found  no  oppcr- 
**  tunity  of  diftinguifliing  themfclvcs^,  during  the 
*^  winter.  Nothing  remarkable  paiTed  before 
'^  the  month  of  March,  when  general  Laudohn 
<'  made  an  ineflfedtual  attack  on  the  garrifon  of 
**  Neuftadt,  but  was  repulfed  by  general  Goltz, 
^  who  on  that  occafion  diftinguifhed  hknfelf  in 
'^  a  very  remarkable  manqpr, 

'^  The  correfpondence  Wtween  the  king  and 
*'  general  Fouquet  Was  difcontinued,  or  at  leaft 
**  has  not  been  made  public,  till  the  month  of 
•*  June,  the  two  following  letters  excepted,  in 
**  the  firft  of  which  the  king  very  gradouiljr 
**  conferred  the  provoftftiip  of  the  cathedral 
■  «  church  of  Brandenburg  on  the  general.  The 
'« przSticc  of  rewarding  military  men  with 
**  church  livings  was  very  common,  under  this 
•*  king's  reign,  and  the  pniftice  is  ftill  con- 
•^  tinucd/* 


t£T- 
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LETTER     CXXXVII. 
From  ibe  King. 

(    V  Freibcig)  April  zt^  1760, 

The  provoftftiip  of  the  cathedral  church 
ef  Brandenburg  being*  now  vacant^  and  at  my 
difpofal^  by  the  death  of  the  late  prince  Maurice 
df  Anhalty  I  take  this  opportunity  to  prove  how 
highly  I  am  fatisfied  with  your  zcal^  and  unal- 
terable attachment  to  my  fervice. 

This  is  the  motive  which  induces  me  to'con- 
fer  on  you  the  benefice  in  queflion^  with  all  its 
annexed  privileges^  rights^  and  revenues;  in 
cmfequence  of  which  I  have  iflued  ^e  neceC- 
fary  orders  to  the  minifter  of  (tate^  baron  Dan* 
kelmann»  , 

But^,  as  there  is  an  article  to  regulate^  con- 
cerning a  capital  of  twelve  thoufand  cr^^wns^ 
which  the  late  king  my  &ther  fecured  to  the  (kid 
prince  Maurice^  on  the  funds  of  this  beneficej 
to  be  reftored  to  his  heirs  by  his  fucceflbr,  as 
prince  Maurice  was  himfelf  obliged  to.  reftore  to 
the  heirs  of  Grumbkow^  when  the  faid  bendfice  ^^ 

devolved  on  him,  you  muft  make  previous  fti-  h 

>> 

pulations  with  the  heirs  of  the  prince,  relative  to 
this  article ;  efpecially  as  the  above-mendoncd 

U  2  capital 
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cjipiul  will  be  in  like  manner  fccurcd  to  yotir 
future  heirs,  as  you  may  convince  yourfelf,  from 
the  order  I  have  given,  on  this  fubjeft,  to  the 
minifter  of  ftate,  Dankelmann. 

I  fincerely  wilh  you  may  enjoy  this  benefice 
as  many  years,  at  leaft,  as  it  was  enjoyed  by  the 
lite  tnarftial  Grumbkow. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  yoa  into  Mm 

holy  keeping* 

^  FREDERIC. 


LETTER      CXXXvm. 

* 

Fnm  General  Fiuquet. 

SIRE,  loetvtebcrgi  AprS ay,  17^ 

Your  majcfty  feems  to  have  made  it 
a  rule  to  overwhelm  me  with  wealth,  notwith- 
(landing  the  little  delire  I  b^ve  for  riches ;  and^ 
to^increafe  my  emb^rraflhientj  you  taake  me  an 
ccclefiaftic. 

I  (hc^d  acquit  myfelf  as  ill  of  the  funftions 
of  this  profitfiion,  were  I  obliged  fo  officiate^  as 
of  the  part  of  Arbates  ♦.    1  Ihall  however  con- 

*  One  of  the  clueraderB  in  the  tragedy  of  Mithn4atc% 
l>7  Racine.  The  allufion  here  18  to  the  theatrical  reprefenta- 
tionsy  which  were  a  part  of  the  pkafurei  of  the  king*,  dtmnf 
hit  refldence  at  Jlheiaiberg. 

a  fole 


ibie  myfelf^  provided  I  can  but  mtt  the  fiuif- 
fadion  of  equalling  your  wiflies^  during  the  war^ 
and  of  aiding  the  good  fortune  of  your  majefty; 
to  effed  which  I  would  tnoft  willingly  ^crifice 
the  provoftihip^  the  chapter^  and  fny  life. 

I  am  not  in  any  manner  embarrafledi  con* 
cerning  the  rcilitution  <^  the  twelve  thoufand 
crowns,  for  which  your  majefty  has  but  too  eiStc- 
tually  provided. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


*^  AT  the  beginnii^  of  May,  princie  Henry 
"  repaired  with  a  body  of  troojps  near  Sagan  ; 
<«  and  on  the  7th  of  the  fame  nu>nth  had  an  hi- 
**  terview  with  general  Fouquetj  at  Kiditzreben^ 
^^  not  hr  from  Bunt^au* 

"  On  the  loth,  general  Fouquct  received  the 
^^  king's  orders  to  obferve  general  Laudohn^  and 
^^  to  keep  pace  wit^  him»  on  his  march  along 
^^  the  Bober  and  the  Oder  to  Franckfbrt,  (hould 
^^  he  attempt  to  turn  on  the  Brandenburg  fide, 
<^  or  to  defend  Schweidnitz  and  Brellau,  (hould 

**  he  enter  Silefia. 

^*  General  Laudohn  having  extended  his 
^'  forces  along  the  frontiers,  toward  Landlhut, 
^^  in  the  county  of  Glatz,  general  Fouquet  aban- 
'^  doned  Loewenbcrg  on  the  28th  of  May ;  and, 

U  3  **  on 
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^'  on  thi  30th,  marched  with  his  corps  to  the 
**  environs  of  Froelichfdorf  and  Furftcnftein, 
**  there  to  obfcrve  the  motions  of  general  Lau- 
*'  dohn. 

^*  Fifteen  battalions  in  referve  remained  in 
^*  the  vicinity  of  LxKwenberg  and  Lauban^  to 
*^  join  the  army  of  prince  Henry. 

•^General  Schenkeqdorf  was  pofted  nearLand- 
**  (hut,  with  fome  battalions,  fubjeft  to  the  or- 
"  ders  of  general  Fouquet, 

'^  Laudohn  had  arranged  his  corps,  in  two 
^*  lines,  near  Franckenftein ;  one  of  which  ex* 
*'  tended  from  Tamau  to  Grochau,  and  the  other 
«^  from  Zodel  to  Baumgarten, 

*^  By  this,  general  Fouquet  found  himfelf  in 
*'  the  utmoft  embarraflment. 

^i  He  forefaw  how  ncceflary  it  was  Aat  the 
^<  pod  of  Landlhut  (hould  be  maint^ed ;  not 
'^  only  to  defend  the  pafs  which  leads  to  the 
'*  circle  of  Kcenigfgraetz,  through  Trautenau 
^«  into  Bohemia,  but  alfo  to  prevent  the  (lege  of 
**  Glatz ;  while,  on  the  other  fide,  the  king 
«*  wilhed  liis  firft  care  (hould  be  to  defend  the 
*^  fortrefTes  of  Breilau,  Schwcidnitz,  Glogau, 
^'  and  Ncifs, 

*^  His  corps  was  too  feeble  to  attend  to  thcfc 
**  difTercnt  objefts. 

'*  General  Fouquet  could  not,  at  the  utmoft, 
■  "leave 
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^*  leave  more  tlvtn  five  UutaJions  %t  Landfliut ; 
^*  which  evidendy  yerc  in  danger  of  dcftruc- 
^  don^  (]tK>uld  he  be  at  too  great  a  diftance. 

^'  By  a  fingle  march^  Laiidohn  could  be  ac 
^^  the  gates  of  Schweidnt^z ;  and  in  two  marches 
'^  it  was  equally  eafy  for  him  tp  arrive  at  BreP- 
^'  lauy  before  geper;al  Fouquct, 

**  In  "thi]5  perplexity,  Jic  wrote  tp  prince 
'^  Henry,  who  i]tiU  remajnied  pgfted  neajr  3iLgaii, 
^^  to  fend  a  detachment  on  the  fide  of  Freiburg» 
^'  in  order  to  maintain  the  poll  near  Landlhut^ 

**  The  required  detachment  not  arriving,  gc- 
^  neral  Fouquet  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  caU  in 
<^  general  Schenkendorf,  with  his  battalions, 
^*  from  Land(hut ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
«*  4th  of  June,  to  quit  Froehlic))fdorf,  and  fix 
^*  his  camp  near  Wiirben^ 

'^  On  the  5th,  general  Laudohn  Jeft  FrancL- 
^*  enftcin,  with  his  corps  divided  into  two  co- 
'^  lumns ;  one  of  which  ftationed  itfelf  near 
'*  Nimtfch,  and  the  other  ngar  Reicbenbach, 
'^  General  DraikQwitz  direded  his  march  towar4 
**  Franckenftein* 

^*  This  induced  general  Fouquet  to  depart 
**  from  Wiirben  on  the  6th  of  June,  at  two 
<^  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  cover 
f '  Brellau,  and  to  encamp  near  Rppiqiau  ;  after 

U  A  ^  having 
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**  having  feat  general  le  Grand  forward,  as  far 

as  Oppcrau. 

General 'Laudbhn,  feekig  his  projeft  on 
f^  Breilau  thus  'rendered  incffeftual,  quitted 
**  Nimtfch  on  the  7th,  and  retired  by  SilBcr- 
<<  berg  into  the^  environs  of  Glatz. 

*^  General  Fouql^t,  atthe  Iiead  of  the  grcna- 
**  dicTsahd  free  battalions,  followed ;  paffing  by 
.*<  Cafith,  Jbrdi&ftniihle,  Nimtfch,  and  Reichen- 
.«*  bach ;  and,  afett*haVirtg  taken  two  lieutenant 
'^  and  feventy-five  dragoons,  from  the  enemy's 
*^  rear-guard,  as  he  retreated  among  the  mounr 
•"  tains,  Fouquet,  on  the  loth,  encamped  near 
*^  Grocditz. 

«^  Being  then  informed  that  two  regnnents  of 
*^  dragoons,  two  regiments  of  buflars,  die  rcgi- 
**  ment  of  Laudohn  grenadiers,  and  a  party  of 
*'  Croats,  of  the  corps  of  the  Auftrian  general, 
**  Nauendorf,  had  pofted  themfelresnearKleitfch, 
**  between  Reichenbach  and  Franckenftein,  he 

on  the  night  of  the  13th  marched,  with  fix 

battalions  and  eight  fquadrons,  to  furprift 
*'  this  poft ;  but  his  projed  haying  come  to  the 
'^  knowledge  of  the  Auftrian  troops,  they,  in 
^^,  great  hafte,  retired  to  Silberberg ;  fo  that  not 
^'  above  fixty  prifoners,  and  a  hundred  and 
^  twenty  horfes,  were  taken. 

f*  As 
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^^  As  foon  at  general  Scboikendorf  had  quitr 
*'  ted  the  poll  of  Landfliut,  the  firft  aft  of  the 
f^  Auftmns  was  eagerly  to  fetze  on  ky  their  prin- 
^^  cipal  objeft  bong  to  capture  Glatz. 

They  made  the  neceffary  preparations  for 

the  liege,  Irid'occupied  the  pafs  near  Wartha, 

as  well  as  thofe  pafles  that  lead  to  the  moun- 

tains*,  Here  they  threw  up  fo  ttiany  intrench- 
^^  ments,  and  abatis,  that  a  fmall  army  would 
^*  vainly  have  endeavoured  to  relieve  Glatz,  on 
**  that  fide* 

^*  Thus  circumftanced,  general  fouquet 
**  thought  it  more  prudent  to  cover  the  for- 
^^  trefles  of  Breflau  and  Schwfeidnitz,  and  to 
^*  Ihelrer  the  open  country  from  the  incurfions 
^*  of  the  enemy,  than  to  rndeavour  to  recover 
**  the  poft  of  Landfliuty  which  he  doubted  his 
^  ability  to  defend,  with  fo  fmall  a  corps,  againil 
^*  the  numerous  armies  by  which  it  was  fur- 
^*  roimded. 

''  He  advifed  the  king  to  fend  a  detachment 
'*  into  Silefia,  with  the  utmoft  fpeed ;  and,  if 
^<  poffible,  to  make  a  diverfioa  toward  Koenigf* 
**  gractz. 

**  The  king  was  dilpofcd  *o  repair  thither  in 
^'  perfon,  but  was  perhaps  prevented  by  acci- 
^*  dents.  In  the  mean  time,  he  fcnt  exprcfs 
**  orders  to  general  Fouquet  again  to  render 

**  himfelf 
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f^  himfeif  mafter  of,  and  to  numtain,  his  poft 
f«  near  Limdfhut.  '^ 

^<  The  followiag  letters  complete  the  nam- 
f  ^  tive  of  thcfe  expedkioos.*^ 


LETTER     CXXXIX. 

From  G^mral  fau^uet. 

SIRE,  Gnsdlitz,  June  16,  ;76o» 

I  YESTERDAY  evening  received  your 
majefty's  orders,  of  the  nth  of  this  n[K>nth,  in 
fconfequence  of  whic)i  I  (hall  depart  to«nigbt  for 
the  expedition  of  Lanfl(hut. 

Jahnti3  is  reinforced  by  the  regiments  of  foot 
of  Kqnigfegg  and  Leopold  Palfy,  which  yefter- 
day  arrived  from  Qlatz^  with  fome  cuiraffiers 
and  huflars. 

I  hope  fortune  will  fccond  our  efforts ;  though, 
(hould  the  enemy  do  his  duty,  fuccefs  will  be 
very  doubtful. 

I  have  no  intelligence  from  D'O ;  he  is  fo 
inclofed  on  every  ^de  that  no  meffenger  can  pafs, 
and  thofe  who  have  made  the  attempt  have 
l^cen  immediately  hanged. 

Tiie  defertcrs  affirm  that  the  artillery,  which 
7  fhoul4 


(hould  come  from  Prague  iod  Olmutz,  is  not 
yet  arrived ;  and  that,  in  the  nxean  time^  they 
have  prepared  a  great  number  of  ladders^  for 

the  general  aflaulc. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      GXL, 

From  Gineral  FouqueL 

S  I  R  E9  LaadfliQt,  June  17,  ilS^ 

I  YESTERDAY  departed,  at  ten  in  the 
evening,  from  the  environs  of  Schweidnit;?:,  for 
the  expedition  ■  of  Landfliut,  with  the  major- 
generals  Schenkendorf,  Malako^yft:i,  le  Grand, 
and  colonel  Rofen:  followed  by  four  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  four  battalions  of  mufleeteers,  three 
battalions  eleven  fquadrons  of  huflars,  and  four 
fquadrons  of  dragoons.  I  have  left  general 
^iethen,  with  the  reft  of  the  troops,  in  our  for- 
mer camp,  and  have  ordered  him  to  follow  us,  * 
on  the  morrow,  and  to  take  poll  on  the  Zeiiken- 
berg. 

At  ten  o^clock  this  morning  we  arrived  at 
Landfliut.  The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  enemy's 

troops,  t];iat  occupy  this  poft :  . 

I  regi- 
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1  regiment  of  Kqen^fegg> 

I     ■  ofSimbfcfaen. 

I     ■  ofPrc5rfacb,   * 

1     ——    ofForgafch.   .. 

I  ■     of  Broder  Croats. 

I  ■    of  Petcrwardein  croati. 

I  batulion  of  Plats-      •-     - 

I  ■     of  the  archduke  Jofeph. 

I  regiment  of^uirafliersofMbdejii. 

1  ■     of  dragoons  of  the  archduke  Jo^ 

feph. 

2  regiments  of  fauflars. 

Generals  Gaifrug,- St»  Ignon>  Jafanus,  an4 
Gourci,  were  at  the  head  of  thcfc  forces.  The 
attack  was  made  on  xhree  fides^  and  the  fire  of 
the  artillery  and  the  fmali  arms  did  not  ceafe 
till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  enemy^ 
retiring  from  one  redoubt  to  another^  was  at 
length  obliged  to  abandon  his  pofl. 

I  have  taken  care  to  garniOi  the  heights,  on' 
which  the  enemy  had  almofl:  ruined  all  the  re* 
doubts. 

Our  prifoners  amount  only  to  one  captain, 

two  lieutenants,  and  about  fifty  foldiers.    The 

reafon  of  this  is  the  great  number  of  the  enemies 

troops,  by  which  their  retreat  was  perfeftly  co^ 

vered*  ■ 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER     CXU. 

FVom  General  F(mquet. 

S  I  R  £»  LmUhntt  June  zjh  ifio* 

The  corpd  which  wc  on  the  17th  of  this 
itKmth  obliged  to  quit  the  pod  of  Landfhut^  has 
ftationed  icfelf  on  the  heights  near  Reich-Hen"' 
ncrftldrF;  which,  as  your  majcfty  knows^  are  in* 
attackable. 

It  was  yefterday  reinforced  by  the  corps  of 
general  Wolferfdorf ;  a&d  again  to-day  by  a  de- 
tachment from  the  corps  of  Laudohn*. 

I  have  attempted  to  difhirb  them,  by  the  fire 
of  the  artiHery  and  howitzers,  but  with  litde 
fuccefs. 

A  new  detachment,  from  the  troops  of  Lau- 
dohn,  has  been  (een  arriving  near  Friedland, 
and  has  advanced  to  Hartmannfdorf  and  Wit^^ 
gendorf,  on  the  Ziegen-Riicken.  I  might  eafily 
attack  and  repuUe  this  corps,  had  I  no  fear  that 
the  troops  which  are  now  near  Reich-Hennerf- 
dorf  (hould  occupy  ray  poft* 

Your  majefty  having  various  times  command- 

cd  me  not  to  quit  my  prefent  poll,  I  will  pay 

exa£b  obedience  to  thefe  orders,  and  defend  my- 

felf  to  the  laft  extremity. 

My 


/ 
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My  provifion'  of  breads  flour^  and  forage^ 
will  ferve  mc  to  the  end  of  the  prefent  month. 
I  have  left  general  Ziethen  and  colonel  Kleift 
on  the  Zdfkenberg^  to  cover  the  pafs  that  leads 
to  SchweidnitZy  with  four  battalions  and  two 
fquadrons  of  huflars^  one  of  which  is  now  in 
garrifon»  at  Freiberg.  This  corps  however  is 
very  much  ekpofed^  in  its  pod;  coniidering 
that  prefent  circumftances  difable  me  from  fend- 
ing any  fuccour  thither9  if  I  mean  pot  to  riik 
being  too  much  weakened  myfelf.  The  troops 
of  Beck  advanced^  on  the  i4th^  as  £ur  asFriede- 
berg,  and  Greiffenberg. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  artillery  which  was 
ezpeded  from  Olmutz  is  arrived,  and  is  at  pre- 
fent near  Glatz.  In  obedience  .to  your  majefty's 
orders,  general  le  Grand  yefterday  departed  for 
Neifs,  with  a  fquadron  of  the  Altr Platen  dra* 
goons.  Confequently  I  have  only  generals  Schen- 
kendorf  andMalakowiki,  and  colonel  Rofen  with 
mc» 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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From  General  FrnquiL  ^ 

5 1  R  E9  Land/hut,  Jane  21,  1760V 

I  HAVE  no  doubt  but  your  majcfty  has 
received  my  two  reports,  of  fimilar  contents,  of 
the  i9Ch. 

According  to  your  majefty^s  commands,  1 
have  again  taken  pofleifion  of  the  pod  of  Land- 
(hut. 

Oppofitc  to  me  are  the  corps  of  Gaifrug  and 
Jahnus;  and,  on  the  right  as  vreU  as^  on  the 
left,,  thofe  of  Wolfcrfdorf  and  Nauendorf,  to 
whom  Laudohn  carefully  fends  d^ly  fuccour». 

Chained  fn  fbme  manner  to  a  fpot^  I  dare  not 
hazard  the  lead  change  of  pofition ;  for  I  am 
fo  near  the  enemy  that  we  fire  at  each  other  with 
fmall  arms. 

All  communication  with  Schweidnitz  and  with 
general  Zicthen,  on  the  Zeilkenberg,  I  am  cut 
6ff  from,  by  the  corps  of  Nauendorf,  which  is 
ftationed  between  us;  and  I  prefume  that  gene- 
ral Ziethen  will  be  obliged  to  quit  his  poft,  and 
to  retire  to  Schweidnitz, 

1  have  no  fear  that  I  (hall  want  bread,  forage, 
or  pay  for  the  fddiers,  before  the  end  of  the 
month. 

In 
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In  this  fituation,  1  fhall  endeavour  to  fupport 
myfelf  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  (hall  wait  for 
the  diverfion  to  be  made  by  your  majefty. 

I  am  unable  to  learn  what  is  paffing  at  Glatz* 
General  Zaftrow  will  inform  your  majefty  of 
whatever  intelligence  can  be*  obtained,  on  this 
fabjeA ;  and  will  only  wait  your  orders,  to  ar- 
range the  neceflary  provifion  of  bread. 

L.  M.  F^OUQUET. 


«  ON  the  2 1  ft,  general  Laudohn  himfclf  ar* 
"  rived,  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army,  in 
•^  the  environs  of  Landftiut,  and  fixed  his  head 
"  quarters  at  Schwarzwalde. 

<*  According  to  a  lift  found  among  the  pipers 
"  of  general  Fouquet,  the  Auftrian  army  col- 
"  lefted  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  atuck  the 
«^  poft  of  Landftiut,  confifted  of  forty  battalions 
"  and  fcventy«fevcn  fquadrons,  amounting  in 
"  the  whole  to  thirty-four  thoufand  men.  At 
*<  the  head  of  this  corps,  exclufive  of  the  grand 
*«  mafter  of  artillery,  Laudohn,  were  fix  lieu- 
«^  tenant-general  camp-marflials,  and  thirteen 
<*  major-generals. 

<«  The  whole  Pruffian  corps,  which  was.  to  de- 
"  fend  the  poft  of  Landftiut,  confifted  of  no 
^'  more  thar\  fifteen  battalions  and  fourteen  fqua- 

^*  drons; 
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*^  drons;  mfomuch  that,  according  to  the  lift 
**  of  rfiis  corps  on  the  day  of  battle,  it  only 
**  amcHintcd  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  officers, 
**  five  hundred  and  thirty  fubaltems,  eight  thou- 
*^  fand  four  hundred  Infantry,  ^nd  one  thoufand 
**  five  hundred  horfe ;  in  tht  whole,  ten  thou- 
^'  fand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  men, 

**  I'o  defend  the  pofl  of  Landfhut,  againft  an 
army  of  thrice  the  number,  was  paft  difpute  a 
very  dangerous  projed:. 
"  The  heights  mull  nejreflarily  be  garnifhed. 
*'  The  extent  of  the  camp  confidered,  its  fafety 
could  be  but  feebly  provided. for;  confequent- 
ly  there  were  intervals  of  ground,  of  two  thou- 
fand paces  and  more,  that  were  left  unde- 
**  fended. 

*'  General  Fouquet  neglefted  nothing  to  re- 
^^  eftablifh,  with  all  poflible  fpecd,  the  works 
which  the  enemy  had  demolifhed.  He  caufed 
a  line  of  fix  hundred  paces  to  be  drawn,  from 
*^  the  Muhiel  Schanze  to  the  Leufchner-Berg. 

**  To  defend  this  line,  eight  battalions  at  lead 
**  were  necefTary ;  and  he  had  only  two  to  flatioh 
**  there. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2 2d  of  June,  a 
hundred  carriages  were  fent  to  Schweidnitz, 
^*  through  Bolkenhayn  and  Freiburg,  for  a  fup- 
voL.  xiir,  X  ''  ply 
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«•  ply  of  flour.  The  battalion  of  Armin,  and 
**  major  Lutz,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  horfc, 
•*  had  orders  to  take  poft  in  the  environs  of  Ruh- 
**  bank  and  Einfiedel,  to  cover  this  convoy. 
"  Motions  were  obferved  in  the  army  of  the 
^^  enemy  which  gave  intimation  of  an  intended 
**  attack. 

**  On  the  nights  of  the  a  ad  and  the  23d  there 
♦*  were  very  heavy  rains. 

*'  In  the  vicinity  of  HartmannfHorf,  and  on 
«^  the  roads  that  kad  from  Forft,  the  noife  of 
*^  carts  and  baggage  waggons  was  heard ;  and 
**  the  Auftrian  deferters  moreover  affirmed  that 
*'  the  enemy  was  on  the  marcl^  to  begin  the  af- 
«« fault. 

*•  They  further  aflerted  that  general  Laudohn 
**  had  caufed  a  great  quantity  of  brandy  to  be 
**  diftributcd  among  die  foldiers,  to  infpirc  them 
♦*  with  courage. 

**  Four  mortar-grenades  thrown  up,  and  burft- 
**  ing  in  the  air  with  a  loud  ezplofion,  were  the 
^^  (tgnal  of  attack,  which  was  made  on  both 
**  wings  at  once, 

"  General  Laudohn,  with  fixteen  battalions 
'^  and  twenty-four  fquadrons,  aflaulted  the  left 
*^  wing  of  the  Pruffians,  which  was  commanded 
«^  by  colonel  Rozen,  and  confifted  of  the  bat- 
•^  talion  of  Woberfnow  grenadiers,  the  fecond 

<<  battalioft 
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**  battalion  of  Fonquet,  the  battalion  of  Mofel, 
*^  the  battalion  of  Mellin,  and  three  companies 
"  of  the  firft  battalion  of  Fouquet. 

**  Thcfe  troops  made  a  moft  vigorous  refift- 
*^  ancc,  and  fuftaincd  a  very  violent  fire  from 

the  artillery  and  howitzers ;  when  the  regiment 

of  Laudohn  chaffeurs,  fuddenly  forcing  their 
<«  paffage  between  the  Leufchnerberg  and  the 
*^  redoubt  named  Rotkretfcham,  overthrew  the 
•*  battalion  of  Mellin,  and  fell  on  the  rear  of  the 
**  fecond  battalion  of  Fouquet,  which  was  at  the 
*'  lame  time  attacked  in  front  ,by  fome  bat- 
^^  taUons  of  grenadiers- 

*^  A  column  of  the  enemy,  of  eight  battalions, 
<^  commanded  by  general  Muffling,  advanced 
•*  under  the  Riegel,  on  the  road  from  Ford, 
<^  toward  the  Mummelloch,  made  an  effort  and 
**paffed  the  line  which  general  Fouquet  had 
**  drawn,  and  took  the  battalion  of  Mofel  in 
**  flank  and  rear,  and  drove  it  as  far  as  Buch- 
**  berg,  and  to  the  gates  of  the  town  of  Landf- 
"hut. 

**  Another  column  of  the  enemy,  of  eight 
**  battalions,  commanded  by  general  Gaifrug, 
**  inclined  toward  the  Mummelberg  and  Buch* 
'*  berg,  Thefe  places  were  defended  by  three 
*^  companies  of  the  firft  battalion  of  Fouquet, 
*'  and  the  battalion  of  Woberfnow  grenadiers. 

X  2  ''In 
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<'  In  vain  did  the  Pruffian  troops  make  the 
^<  moft  courageous  refiftance ;  they  law  them* 
**  felves  obliged  to  cede  to  the  fuperiority  of 
**  the  enemy,  whofe  lofles  were  continually  re- 
'*  cruited  by  new  reinforcements. 

^^  At  the  moment  when  the  battalions  on  the 
*^  left  wing  gave  way,  the  battalion  of  Amim 
**  and  major  Lutz  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
**  horfe  arrived,  according  to  the  orders  of  gcne- 
«*  ral  Fouquet.  Colonel  Rofen,  though  much 
*^  wounded,  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
**  battalion  of  Amim,  to  march  to  the  aid  of 
*'  that  of  Mofel ;  but  he  found  himfelf  fo  dif- 
*^  turbed,  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and  .the 
<*  mufketry,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  with 
«*  much  lofs. 

«*  General  Malakowfki  cut  his  road,  fword  in 
*•  hand,  through  this  crowd,  at  the  head  of  his 
**  dragoons  and  his  huflars,  and  retired  to  the 
**  heights  on  this  fide  the  Bober.  Major  Hofen, 
«*  with  the  reft  of  the  battalion  of  Mellin,  threw 
*'  himfelf  into  the  redoubt  on  the  Tfaimberg, 
*«  near  Rothkretfcham,  where  lieutenant  Bud- 
*'  berg  was  pofted,  with  a  platoon  of  the  fecond 
'*'  battalion  of  Fouquet. 

^*  This  redoubt  was  preferved  while  the  left 
*'  wing  of  the  Pruflians  was  contending ;  but, 
«^  being  rcpulfcd,  and  the  enemy  meeting  with 

•^  no 
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^*  no  impediment,  major  Hofen  and  a  part  of 
^*  his  men  were  killed,  and  the  remainder  were 
«*  taken, 

**  The  ruins  of  the  battalions  of  the  left  wing, 
^^  moft  of  which  had  loft  their  commanders, 
*^  ftationed  themfelves  on  the  Kirchberg;  where 
*'  before  were  pofted  a  battalion  of  the  margrave 
*«  Henry,  and  two  companies  of  the  firft  bat- 
**  tdion  of  Fouquet. 

^*  The  right  wing  of  the  PrufEans,  command- 
"  cd  by  general  Schenkendorf,  and  confifting  of 
**  the  battalion  of  Sobeck  grenadiers,  the  free 
«*  battalion  of  Borck,  and  the  two  free  battalions 
*^  of  Le  Noble  and  Golignon,  was  attacked  by 
«*  the  Auftrian  generals  Wolfcrfdorf  and  Jahnus, 
*^  with  fixteen  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons. 

**  Notwithftandingthe  fuperiprityof  the  numbers 

* 

**  of  the  enemy,  this  attack  continued  above  two 
**  hours ;   but  the  Auftrians  at  length  inclofed^ 
**  the  right  wing,  and  made  themfelves  matters 
*^  of  the  heights. 

"  General  Fouquet,  perceiving  that  the  bat- 
*«  talions  pofted  on  the  hills  of  Blafdorf  were  at-' 
**  tacked  in  the  rear,  detached  major  Kofchen-. 
"  bar,  with  the  half  of  his  battalion,  to  do  as 
<*  much  for  the  enemy.  But  major,  Kofchen- 
<*  bar  was  killed,  and  the  remainder  of  the  bat- 

X  3  *^  talion. 
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*'  talion,    like  the  other  battalions,  faw  itfelf 
"  obliged  to  retreat, 

**  The  troops  of  the  Pruffian  battalion  of  the 
**  left  wing,  that  had  been  v^nquiflied,  aflembled 
**  near  the  redoubts  where  the  other  part  of  the 
*'  battalion  of  Kofchenbar  was  ftationed,  with 
*'  three  companies  of  Braun. 

**  General  Fouquet,  having  formed  thefe 
**  troops,  placed  himfelfat  their  head,  charged 
"  the  Auftnans,  carried  two  pair  of  colours  and 
^*  a  ftandard,  and  made  them  retreat  as  far  as 
*^  Reich-Hennerfdorf,  where  they  committed 
*^  their  defence  to  the  difcharge  of  their  artillery 
**  and  bombardment. 

*'  The  enemy,  feeing  it  was  ufelefs  to  attack 
**  the  front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Pruffians, 
"  detached  the  regiment  of  Simbfchen,  with 
<^  fome  battalions  of  grenadiers  and  a  very  heavy 
**  body  of  horfe,  to  pafs  the  Sober  beyond  Blaf- 
**  dorf,  with  an  intent  to  cut  off  all  retreat  from 
•^  the  Pruffians,  ^  The  general  therefore  found 
**  it  neceflary  to  fend  major  Owftin,  with  three 
**  fquadrons  of  huffars,  on  that  fide,  in  order  at 
**  leaft  to  fecure  a  paflage  over  the  Bobcr. 

**  While  the  aftion  gradually  cooled  on  the 
**  right  wing,  it  became  more  violent  on  the 
«<  left/ 

^^  The  enemy  advanced,  in  two  columns,  bjr 

<*  die 
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^  the  village  of  Zicder,  and  through  the  town. 


4( 


in  which  there  were  only  fixty  men  as  a  gar- 
**  rifon,  and  inclined  to  the  Kirchberg,  where 
*'  the  remainder  of  the  battalions  of  the  left  wing 
^*  was  ftationed. 

**  In  the  mean  time,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
**  Auftrian  cavalry,  and  fome  battalions  of  grena- 
^*  diers,  pafled  the  Bober,  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
*'  of  the  Prulfians. 

*^  The  enemy's  column,  which  advanced  in 
"  the  environs  of  Zieder,  and  which  formed  the 
^*  left  wing  of  the  attack,  was  received,  from  the 
**  high  redoubts  of  the  Kirchberg,  with  fo  hot  a 
^^  fire,  of  cannon  and  muiketry,  that  it  found  it- 
^^  felfobliged  to  retreat,  through  the  fame  village, 
^^  with  great  lols. 

**  But  the  other  column,  which  formed  the 
*'  right  wing  of  the  attack,  crofled  the  town, 
*'  and  pafled  through  the  proteftant  burying 
<'  place,  to  advance  at  ^1  rifks  toward  the 
**  Kirchberg. 

**  The  battalion  of  Biilow  volunteers,  detach- 
*'  ed  from  the  Gals^nberg  to  the  Kirchberg,  to  * 
**  the  fupport  of  the  troops  there  pofted,  at  firft 
**repulfed  the  enemy,  but  it  was  turned  and 
V  obliged  to  cede. 

**  The  enemy  profited  by  the  opportunity, 
<^  and  feizcd  ^  on  one  of  the  redoubts  on  the 

X  4  "  Kirch. 
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*'  Kircbberg,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  take 
**  the  battalion  of  the  margrave  Henry  in  flank» 
*'  as  well  as  the  other  battalions  that  were  drawn 
*'  up  on  the  fame  ground.  Twelve  cannon^ 
**  which  the  Auftrians  had  planted  on  the  Zie- 
**gelberg,  increafed  the  violence  of  the  (hocky 
^^  by  an  uninterrupted  fire. 

*'  The  column  of  the  enemy  which  had  been 
**  repulfed  recovered  breath,  and  again  advanced 
**  toward  the  Kirchberg;  fo  that  the  brave  Prtrf- 
**  fians  were  once  more  obliged  to  yield  tonum- 
"  bers. 

**  To  cover  their  retreat,  they  kept  up  an  un- 
*^  interrupted  fire,  according  to  the  rules  they 
*'  had obferved  onreview  days,  under  the  infpec- 
"  tion  of  the  king.  They  gained  the  Galgen- 
*^  berg ;  and,  the  fliorteft  road  which  leads  to 
**  the  Bober  being  cut  off,  they  joined  the  corps 
*^  of  general  Schenkendorf. 

**  General  Fouquet  then,  dcfpairing  of  the 
•«  prefervation  of  the  poft  of  Landfhut,  fent  his 
'*  adjutant  Winanco,  captain  of  the  engineers, 
**  to  general  Schenkendorf,  with  orders  to  re- 
**  tire,  and  pafs  the  Bober  with  his  troops. 

**  Winanco  was  killed,  by  a  bullet,  as  he  was 
«'  returning  to  his  general ;  and  the  adjutant- 
s-general, lieutenant  Fouquet,  was  fent  with 
^*  like  orders  to  general  Schenkendorf. 

5  ''  The 
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**  The  general  in  chief,  in  the  mean  while, 
*'  fent  fomc  of  the  troops,  that  he  had  coUefted 
**  of  the  free  battalions,  beyond  the  Bober,  to 
**  drive  the  Croats  from  the  houfes  they  occu- 
*^  pied,  and  to  fecure  the  paffage* 

**  He  foon  followed  himfelf,  with  the  remain- 
*^  der  of  the  battalion  of  Biilow  volunteers^  and 
*^  a  company  of  Braun,  intending  to  gain  the 
"  heights  of  Reiffdorf,  with  the  remainder  of 
**  the  battalions. 

**  General  Fouquet,  having  pafled  the  Bober 
**  and  the  village  of  Lepperfdorf,  formed  a 
**  fquare  with  the  above-mentioned  troops,  and 
**  was  immediately  attacked,  on  three  fides,  by 
♦^  the  Auftrian  cavalry, 

**  Animated  by  the  example  of  their  chicfi 
*•  who  was  well  determined  on  fel£-defence,  and 
**  to  fell  his  life  or  liberty  dear,  the  Pruffians 
<*  more  than  once  repulfed  the  Auftrians ;  and 
**  would  probably  have  cut  themfelves  a  road 
**  through  the  enemy^s  fquadrorts,  had  not  a  bat- 
♦^  talion  of  grenadiers  fuddenly  come  up,  and 
*^  with  its  rapid  fire  reinforced  the  attack  of  the 
**  cavalry. 

"  General  Fouquet,  who  calmly  gave  his  or- 
♦'  ders  amid  die  fire,  and  whofe  valour  would 
**  have  become  the  moft  glorious  vidory,  had 

<«  at 
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'^  at  this  time  his  horfe  killed  under  hitn^.  and  he 
''  fcU. 

**  The  enemy  tlien  immediately  forced  the 
^^  fquare.  In  vain  did  fome  foldiers  coUedt  round 
**  their  general^  who  was  thrown  from  his  horfe; 
*'  the  dragoons  of  Lccwenftein  mafiacred  all 
*«  by  whom  he  was  furrounded.  He  faimfelf 
**  had  already  received  three  wounds  with  the 
^  labre — in  the  forehead,  on  the  elbow,  and  on 
*«  the  back;  and  was  evidently  at  the  moment 
*^  of  death,  when  Trautfchke,  his  faithful  atten- 
'^  dant,  threw  himfelf  upon  his  body,  to  parry 
**  the  blows  that  were  levelled  at  him,  repeatedly 
*'  crying,  with  all  his  might — *  Will  you  then 
«'  kill  the  commander  in  chief?* — His  cries 
«*  reached  the  ear  of  colonel  Voit,  of  the  regi- 
<*  ment  of  Lee wenftein,  though  at  a  diftance ; 
^^  and  he  ran. and  difperfed  the  dragoons,  and 
*^  raifed  the  general^  covered  with  his  blood, 
<^  The  colonel  immediately  fent  for  his  parade 
**  horfe,  to  offer  the  general. 

<*  Fouquet  prefented  his  fword  to  the  colonel^ 
**  but  refufcd  to  mount  the  horfe.  *  I  am  in  dan- 
*^  ger,  faid  he,  excufing  himfelf,  of  fullying  this 
^  fine  furniture  with  my  blood.* 

<^  Colonel  Voit,  full  of  efteem  for  his  prifo- 
^*  ner,  replied — *  My  horfe  furniture  will  be 
^*  crabellilhcd,  if  fpottcd  by  the  blood  of  a  hero.* 

'•In 
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**  In  fine,  after  reiterated  entreaties,  general 

Fouquet  mounted  the  horfe,  and  bore  with 

him  his  fortitude,  and  the  afcendancy  of  hero- 

i(in,  into  captivity. 

**  General  Schenkendorf  aflembled  the  re- 
^*  mainder  of  the  corps,  according  to  the  orders 
*'  of  general  Fouquet,  and  began  to  retreat  be- 
*'  yoncl  the  Bober;  but,  his  horfe  being  killed 
**  under  him,  he  in  his  turn  fell  into  the  power 
*'  of  the  Auftrians,  by  whom  he  was  furrounded. 

"  The  troops  neverthelefs  continued  their 
*^  retreat,  in  all  poffible  order,  under  the  com- 
**  mand  of  major  Arnim,  Continually  defending 
*^  themfclves  againft  the  reiterated  attacks  of. 

the  enemy." 

Arnim  fortunately  gained  the  heights  of 
**  ReifdorfF;  but,  as  he  puflied  forward  toward 
"  the  for  eft,  he  fa,w  himfclf  flopped  by  a  line  of 
**  cavalry  that  was  pofted  in  a  valley  near  Reif* 
**  dorflF.  Some  battalionsof grenadiers  foon came 
*^  up,  and  the  combat  recommenced.  It  was  im- 
**  poflSble  for  the  fmall  Pruiiian  troop  to  with- 
^*  ftand  their  ailailants ;  and  thofe  who  did  not 
*^  fall  in  the  conflidt  were  taken  prifoners* 

**  General  Malakowiki,  who  defended  himfelf 

**  beyond  the  Bober  againft  the  enemy's  cavalry 

**  that  had  furrounded  him,  encountered  the 

^'  fame  fate.  He  long  rcfifted,  but  wis  at  length 

7  *'  obliged 
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'*  obliged  to  furrendcr ;  as  were  lieutenant*  co- 
•'  lonel  Papftcih,  major  BcMiin^  and  a  party  of 
*^  dragoons  and  huflars. 

**  Major  Owftin  was  the  only  pcrfon  who, 
••  fword  in  hand,  cut  his  way  through  the  enemy, 
*'  with  the  remainder  of  the  Pruffian  cavalry. 

**  Thus,  of  the  whole  corps  of  Fouquet,  only 
♦*  about  feven  hundred  foot,  and  a  thoufand  dra- 
*'  goons  and  huflars,  dcaped ;  and  thefe  afleih- 
**  bled  near  Gauer,  to  retreat  to  Brcflau :  the  reft 
♦•  remained  ft  retched  on  the  field  of  battle,  or 
♦•  were  taken. 

«*  Thus  ended  the  affair  of  Landlhut,  after 
**  having  continued  from  half  after  one  in  the 
**  morning  till  noon. 

*^  The  viftory  was  very  advantageous  to  the 
**  Auftrians,  who  now  faw  themfelves  in  poffef- 
**  fion  of  an  adverfary  by  whofe  valour  their 
**  projefts  had  fo  often  been  defeated.  But  he 
•^  had  coft  them  dear  :  they  owned  themfelves 
**  to  the  lofs  of  nine  thoufand  men,  killed  and 
**  wounded  ;  and  their  commanders,  loudly  and 
**  univerfally,  did  juftice  to  the  conduct  and  in- 
**  trepidity  of  general  Fouquet. 

**  The  king  was  on  his  departure  from  Sax* 
**  ony,  to  bring  him  a  reinforcement,  when  he 
**  was  informed  of  his  defeat,  and  faid  to  the  gc- 
^  ncrals  prefent — *  Fouquet  is  taken  ;  but  his 

**  captivity 
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*^  captivity  is  as  honoiirable  to  himfclf  as  it  is  to 
**  ust     He  has  defended  himfelf  like  a  hero/ 

**  The  court  of  Vienna  rcfufed  U)  rcleafe  ge* 
*^  nerai  Fouquct  before  the  peace,  which  rcfufal 
**  was  to  his  glory.     His  captivity  however  was 
*'  not  the  lefs  feverc ;  nor  was  it  foftened  by 
*^  any  mean  fubmiffion,  of  which  the  dignity  of 
**  his  charadter  rendered  him  incapable.    He 
**  was  fent  to  diftant  places,  and  finally  to  Carl- 
*'  ftadr,  where  he  had  a  violent  fit  of  ficknefej 
^^  which  very  confiderably  injured  hisconftkution* 
**  At  the  conclufi(Mi  of  the  peace,  the  cmpreCi 
<*  fent  major  Blankenfeld  to  invite  him  to  Vi*- 
*^  enna,  and  gave  him  to  underftand  he  might 
'^  there  enjoy  all  poflible  diftiadion;  and)  &oiild 
he  pleafe,  might  recover  his  effefts,  jewels, 
and  very  valuabk  engravings,  which  had  beeft 
**  taken  at  the  fur  render  of  Glatz,  by  which  the 
general  had  been  a  great  fuflferer*     This  offiir 
was  politely  refufed  :  he  fpoke  of  the  empreft 
with  the  moft  profound  refpeft ;  but  added. 
It  is  impoffible  for  n\e  to  kifs  the  hand  that 
has  (truck  fo  unfeelingly^ 
**  The  general  entirely  relied  on  the  king; 
*^  and  on  the  15th  of  April  1763  repaired  to 
*'  Glatz,  where  he  received  the  moft  unequivo- 
*'  cal  marks  of  the  kindnefs  of  his  majefty. 
^^  The  remainder  of  the  correfpondence  is 

"  defcriptivc 
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*«  defcriptivc  of  the  attention  of  the  king  to  gc* 
*«  ncral  Fouquet,  and  of  the  refignation  of  the 
**  general,  during  the  decline  of  his  health.** 


LETTER     CXLIII. 
From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  July  21,  l^6^. 

1  S  E  N  D  you  the  fo  long  expeded  fervicc 
of  plate,  which  at  length  is  finiihed.  May  you, 
to  your  great  fatisfaftion,  live  to  employ  it  for 
many  years. 

I  beg  you  will  let  me  know  the  flate  of  your 
health.  I  have  a  great  inclination  to  fend  Co- 
thenius  *  to  you,  that  you  may  take  good  reme- 
dies, and  not  drugs  that  are  of  no  fervice.  Bqt 
I  wait  your  anfwer,  affuring  you  of  my  fincere 
and  perfe£t  friendlhip. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC 

f  The  king's  pfayiician. 


LET- 


CORRESPONDENCE,  JIp 


LETTER       CXLIV, 

From  General  Fouquet^ 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  July  25,  1763* 

1  H  AV  E  loft  nothing  by  having  waited- 
Far  from  that,  your  favours,  your  benefits,  as 
well  as  the  beauty  and  magnificence  of  the  fer- 
vice  of  plate  which  your  majefty  has  fent  me, 
greatly  furpafs  my  expeftations. 

A  hundred  times  do  I  refieft,  and  fay  to  my- 
felf — '*  Why  and  from  what  motives  does  this 
*^  great  king,  this  tnan,  this  dear  and  worthy 
"  monarch,  heap  his  bounties  on  me  thus?  And, 
^^  more  than  thefe,  why  has  he,  for  more  than 
^'  thirty  years,  honoured  me  with  uninterrupted 
''  friendlhip  ?'* 

Pardon  the  cxprcffion,  fire,  but  I  know  none 
of  fuch  worth,  or  fo  glorious  to  me :  my  vanity 
is  too  much  flattered  by  it ;  but  my  mind  is  be- 
wildered, and  1  can  difcover  no  other  reafon 
which  can  make  me  attribute  to  myfelf  all  thefe 
acquifitions.  For,  fire,  notwithftanding  the  know- 
ledge you  poffefs  of  the  charafters  of  men,  you 
never  can  penetrate  the  recefles  of  my  heart. 
But  thefe  feelings  alone  muft  confole  me,  and 

be 
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be  as  a  fubftitute ;  I  not  having  any  means  of 
proving  the  fincerity  of  my  fcntiments. 

My  health,  fire,  is  good,  fince  I  do  not  feel 
any  pain.  I  deep  tolerably  well,  and  my  appe- 
tite is  paflable,  thanks  to  the  chocolate  and  the 
bark  of  your  majefty,  to  which  I  attribute  thefe 
cffefts.  This  is  the  fmiling  fide  of  the  pidure  ; 
and,  in  oppofition,  my  legs,  my  hams,  my  lungs, 
and  my  voice,  are  difordered  by  the  ieaft  agi- 
tation. 

I  am  no  longer  good  for  any  thing ;  nor  am 

I  fit  for  aught  but  the  life  of  a  canon,  and  eafc. 

To  crown  your  favours,  fire,  fufTer  me  to  enjoy 

this  for  the  remainder  of  my  days.     I  will  fing 

hymns  to  your  glory,  and  pray  for  the  prolpe- 

rity  of  your  incomparable  perfon,  to  the  laft 

moment  of  life. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQJJET. 


LETTER      CXLV. 

From  the  King. 

July  30, 1763. 

1  H  AT  the  prefent  I  have  fent  you  fliould 

be  agreeable  to  you  was  the  end  and  pwrpofe, 

my  dear  general,  of  my  wiflies. 

^Vhy 
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Why  (hould  you  be  ailoniflied  that  I  (hould 
love  you  ?  You  ought  rather  to  wonder,  were  I 
not  to  love  an  officer  of  reputation^  an  honeft 
nian^  and  what  is  morfe  my  old  friend. 

I  wifli  your  health  were  entirely  redxnfed.  Nor 
I  confefs  do  I  yet  defpair.  Too  mud  take  care 
of  yourfelf ;  keep  yourfelf  lit  your  eafe,  and  fuf- 
fer  tranquillity^  herbs^  and  the  bark>  to  reftore 
your  ibrength. 

Remain  at  Brandenburg  as  long  as  yon 
pleafe,  except  coming  fometimes  to  fee  me. 
iThe  diftance  is  not  great ;  tad,  when  I  know 
it  is  your  intention  to  come^  I  will  fend  my 
horfes  to  meet  you  half  way. 

Adieu^  my  dear  friend.     I  am  yours  in  heart 

and  foul. 

FREDERIC 

I^.  S.  My  fifter  a(  Sweden  and  all  her  family 
are  here. 


■  ■ 


LETTER     CXLVI. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Oaobcr4,  1763. 

1  SEND  you  a  large  glafs^  which  I  have 

lately  founds  at  Berlin^  as  part  qi  the  fucceffion 

vot.  XIII.  Y  of 
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of  my  fethcr.    I  wi(h  it  may  amufc  you  for  « 

taoment. 

I  hear  not  a  word  concerning  you,  except 

from  ftrangers,  who  pafs  through  Brandenburg. 

Have  you  forgotten  me ;  or  will  you  do  mc  the 

pleafure  to  come  and  fee  me,  when  it  will  be  no 

inconvenience  to  you  ? 

,  my  dear  friend. 

FREDERIC 


I-    E  T   T   E    R      CXLVII. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

m 

9  I  R  ^(  Braiidenburgt  0&.  6,  1763. 

I  HAVE  defeds  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted, without  being  able  to  correft  them ;  ' 
but  the  fin  of  ingratitude  is  a  fin  unknown  to 
me. 

Let  your  majefty  therefore  judge  whether  it 
be  poflible  I  (hould  forget  my  auguft  benefador. 
No ;  I  do  not  believe  an  hour  in  the  day  paflcs 
in  which  I  do  not  think,  with  all  poflible  fenfi* 
bility,  of  my  obligations  to  your  majefty. 

I  return  you  thanks,  fire,  for  the  fine  glafs 
which  you  have  fent  me ;  it  will  embellitti  my 
buffbt,  in  company  with  thofe  which  I  found  at 
Glatz. 

Cold, 


Cold,  which  I  formerly  preferred  to  heat,  no 

longer  agrees  with  me.     I  have  been  troubled 

with  the  colic  during  three  days,  from  having 

walked  in  the  open  air,  and  eaten  fome  fruit« 

1  clofe  up  and  lift  every  aperture  in  the  houfe, 

to  prefervc  myfclf  from  the  cold ;   and  I  pafs 

condemnation  on  the  doors  and  chimneys,  in 

order  that  your  majefty  (hoold  no  more  be  ex- 

pofed  to  draughts  of  air,  in  the  chambeir  in  which 

you  lodge,  fliould  you  eter  pafs  through  BiaA- 

dc^tfurg.     I  requeft  the  favour  of  adifpenfacioQ 

from  your  majefty  during  the  cold  weather* 

I  am,  &c« 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


'•HkMiiAa** 


LETTER     CXLVIIL 
From  tU  Kitig, 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  ttaccmber  2,  17^3- 

1  S  E  N  D  you  fome  Tur kifli  coffee,  given 
me  by  a  Mamamouchi.  You  would,  entirely 
forget  me,  did  not  I  remind  yocr  of  myfelf.  For 
this  I  fhall  foon  have  a  new  opportunity,  which 
I  Ihall  eagerly  feize. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.     Preierve  a  corner  in 
your  heart  for  me.  '  r- 

FREDERIC. 
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LETTER     CXLIX. 
Fr(m  General  Fouquet. 

Brandenbuify  December  6»  1765. 

Great  God  !  what  a  man  haft  thou 

bcftowed  upon  us  f    The  govemmenc  of  hit 

ftates>  his  army>  his  Turkiih  tiade^  bis  palaces^ 

and  a  thoufand  other  caresy  the  conduft  of  £u«» 

rope  and  Aiia,  ctmitnitted  to  him :  thefe  all  are 

nothing,  and  cannot  afford  him  fuffident  employ* 

ment ;  he  ftill  muft  think  of  fending  me  coffee ! 

Why,  fire,  can  you  not  govern  the  whole  world, 

and  fee  no  end  to  your  labours  ? 

I  am,  &c« 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 


LETTER       CL* 
Frm  the  King. 

MY  D£AR  PRI£ND»  December  16,  1763. 

r  I VE  thoufand  crowns  are  configned  over 
to  you,  now  lying  in  the  hands  of  Buchholtz, 
treafiirer  of  the  bof-fiaats-caffe  *,  which  you  may 

*  Or  gf  the  court, 

draw 
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draw  for  whenever  you  pleafe ;  thefc  will  fervc 
to  pay  a  part  of  your  debts  to  the  heirs  of  piince 
Maurice,  for  your  houfe  at  Brandenburg. 

Health  to  you,  my  friend.  Take  care  of 
yourfclf,  that  I  may  have  the  pleafure  pf  feeing 
you  again  at  SansrSoucif 

Adieu.    I  embrace  you. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     CU. 
Frtm  General  J^iuquet^ 

0  I  R  E,  Ifnindeiibui|r,  December,  21,  176} 

Jl  RINCE  Maurice  and  his  heirs  have  long 
fince  been  paid.  To  heap  wealth  thus  upon  me 
is  a  wafte  of  treafure.  You  have^  in  your  bounty, 
put  me  in  pofleffion  of  an  income  more  ^  than 
mough  to  fupport  me  honourably.  Permit  me, 
lire,  to  enumerate  my  riches.  I  have  nineteen 
thoufai^d  crowns  placed  in  the  Landfcha^(  at 
Berlin,  &c.  &c  and,  to  increafe  n^y  embanafT- 
ment,  five  thouiand  crowns  ipiore  in  ready  mo- 
ney, of  which  I  can  make  no  uf^^^  vmlefs  your 
miyefty  (houl  do  me  the  favoqr  tQ  place  them 
in  the  fame  Landfchafft,  and  to  lighten  ip^lead 
of  increafe  my  load.    Tou  havf  siorcoyisr  fur- 

Y  i  nUhed 
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Dithed  my  boufe  like  z  prince.    This  is  more 
diaii  remuneration  for  ail  which  the  devil  details 
in  his  clutches,  I  mean  the  Auftrians ;  nor  have 
I  merited  fo  many  proofs  of  your  bounty. 
Do  not,  fire,  be  angry  with  me,  for  entreat- 

m 

ing  you  to  limit  your  pecuniary  donations,  and 
to  remain  perfuaded  that  the  aflurances  which 
your  majefty  gives  me  of  your  incftimable  friend- 
Oiip,  and  even  your  bag  of  coffee,  arc  to  me  in-i* 
finitely  preferable  to  all  the  tboufands  of  filver^ 
or  of  gold,  you  could  offer. 
I  am  inviolably.  See. 

U  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     CLII. 
From  the  King. 

Aprfl  lo,  1764, 

I  AM  returned,  my  dear  friend,  from  Si- 
lefia  and  Glatz,  where  I  found  every  thing  bet- 
ter than  I  expeded. 

I  have  there  met  with  porcelain,  which  I  fend 

you,  as  a  remembrance  of  me,  till  I  can  prefent 

to  you  feme  of  the  porcelain  of  my  Berlin  manu- 

&Aory. 

Thofe  perfons  who  have  feen  you  tell  me  that 

yo^ 
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you  look  well,  but  that  you  arc  feeble.  I  have 
ftill  fome  RheniQi  wine,  of  the*  growth  of  the 
year  1684  ;  if  you  with  to  have  fome  of  it  fend 
me  word,  and  it  (hall  be  at  your  fervice.  I 
have  alfo  fome  old  Hungarian  wine.  Speak 
but  the  word,  and  fome  of  it  is  yours. 

Let  me  know  when  you  mean  to  come  to  fee 
me,  for  this  I  dill  expe6t« 

We  are  labouring,  body  and  foul,  at  prefent, 
to  rcftore  affairs  to  fome  order :  they  begin  t9 
be  in  a  train ;  and  I  own  I  take  fome  pleafure 
in  once  again  perceiving  a  reform  in  that  army 
which  I  formerly  knew  to  be  fo  good,  which  I 
have  beheld  ruined  by  bloody  wars,  and  which^ 
like  a  phoenix,  revives  from  its  aOies. 

Adieu,  my  good  and  dear  friend.  I  love  you 
with  all  my  heart.  Of  this,  and  of  the  efteem  I 
have  for  you,  reft  perfuaded. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     CLIII. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  K.  E,  Brandenburg^,  Apr!!  12,  1764. 

I  TAKE  all  imaginable  part  in  the  fatif* 
feAion  which  your  majefty  has  received,  from 

Y  4  your 
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your  journey  into  Silcfia ;  which  indeed  is  en* 
tirely  due  to  the  conduft  you  obferved  there, 
during  the  war,  and  the  good  arrangements  you 
have  made,  fince  the  peace.  One  or  two  har- 
vefts  like  the  preceding  will  recover  the  coun^ 
try,  and  the  people  will  fpring  up  as  fad  as  the 
corn. 

My  opinion,  relative  your  army,  fire,  is  that 
two  years  will  not  only  put  it  on  a  good  footing, 
but  that  it  will  even  furpafs,  in  intrinfic  valour^ 
that  of  its  firft  campaigns ;  fince  we  were  then 
all  apprentices,  and  learning  our  trade ;  whereas 
three  fourths  of  the  prefent  army  have  made 
war,  and  you  have  formed  many  officers. 

I  am  penetrated,  fire,  by  your  gracious  re- 
membrance of  me,  in  fending  me  porcelain, 
which  I  think  infinitely  beautiful.  I  wi(h  it  may 
be  equalled  by  the  manufactory  of  Berlin,  not 
being  able  to  imagine  it  can  be  furpafiTed, 

Thofe  perfons  who  informed  you  of  the  ftate 
of  my  health  judged  exceedingly  well.  Seated, 
or  at  tabl^,  I  have  a  good  appearance  ^  but  my 
body,  my  legs,  and  my  voice,  feem  to  me  to 
weaken  continually.  I  have  an  inclination  to 
begin  to  take  whey  and  green  herbs,  on  the  loth 
or  the  15th  of  May,  for  three  weeks.  Difpofe  ci 
me,  fire ;  do  you  determine  whether  I  ought  to 
enjoy  the  happinefs  of  throwing  myfflf  at  your 

feet 
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feet  before  or  aft«  py  cure,  or  eypn  wjdiout 

Ukipg  my  remedy. 

SiAce  J  am  to  choofe  between  old  drugs,  I  think 

I  ihould  prefer  the  ancient  oxioate  of  the  Rhine 

^p  the  hippocras  6£  Hungary. 

I  am,  kc. 

UM.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER      CUV. 

From  thi  King^ 

MT  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  i8,  1764. 

I  SEND  you  fome  of  the  vinegar  of  the 
Rhine>  according  to  your  requeft.  I  wi(h  it 
may  incre^e  your  ftrength>  and  recover  your 
health.  I  will  not  interfere  with  your  ufe  of 
whey,  for  I  fuppofs  our  i^xercife  and  all  our  mi- 
litary paraphernalia  no  longer  affed  you. 

I  intend  to  come  and  fee  you,  on  my  return 
from  the  reviews  at  Magdeburg;  after  which  I 
(hall  tranquilly  retire  to  my  habitation  of  Sans- 
Souci.  Should  you  then  wi(h  to  come  and  fee 
me,  you  will  give  me  pleafure.  We  (hall  be 
alone,  undifturbed  by  company,  nor  will  you 
be  under  any  conftraint. 

Po  not  fpeak  with  contempt  of  my  porcelain 

manufaftory. 
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manu&doiy.  My  china  is  more  beautiful  than 
that  of  Meiflcn  ;  but  the  china- houfe  will  not  be 
entirely  finiOied^  with  its  twelve  ovens  which  arc 
building,  before  the  month  of  September.  This 
prevents  us  from  working  in  wholcfale  at  prefent. 
More  beautiful  china  however  is  made  there 
than  ever  was  imagined  at  Meiflen.  Of  this  I 
will  give  you  fpecimens,  as  I  pafs ;  and  by  au- 
tumn we  fhall  have  whole  fervices,  with  every 
thing  we  could  wilh. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.     Do  not  forget  the 
abfent,  efpecially  me,  for  I  love  you  tenderly. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     CLV. 
From  the  King* 

April  2i>  l^^ 

After  having  infulted  my  porcelain 
manufoftory,  I  am  obliged,  my  dear  friend,  to  do 
it  juftice.  I  fend  youa  breakfaft  fet,  as  beautiful  as 
any  that  ever  was  made  at  Meiflen ;  ahd  you  will 
at  the  fame  time  receive  a  cup,  with  painted 
figures,  which  will  convince  you  that  our  work- 
manftiip  is  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  Saxony.  Wc 
are  wafting  our  powder,  here,  on  the  fparrows, 
1  .  Tht 
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The  weather  is  cold,  but  it  does  not  prevent  us 
irom  continuing  our  train. 

Adieuy  my  dear  geoeraL    I  wi(h  you  healths 
^ontent^  and  long  life» 

FREDERIC 
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From  General. Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £»  Brtndeilbiitg,  April  la,  ^76^ 

Nothing  is  more  humiliating  thaii 
to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  retrafting.  Coft 
what  it  may,  however,  I  feel  myfelf  fufficiently 
above  this  falfe  (hame,  being  likewife  naturally 
inclined  to  Cncerity  and  truth,  to  find  any  repug* 
nance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  my  errors ;  t 
therefore  declare  in  favour  of  the  porcelain  manu- 
faftory  of  yout  majefty ;  as  well  becaufe  of  the 
relief  of  the  work  as  the  vivid  colours  of  the  tea 
fet,  which  are  fuperior  to  any  I  have  ever  feen 
of  Saxony.  As  for  the  mofaic  cup,  I  imagine  I 
difcover  in  it  the  pencil  of  Watteau,  it  i»  fo 
charming.. 

Your  majefty  has  a  talent  peculiar  to  yourfelf, 
fince,  inftead  of  punilhing  the  raflinefs  of  my 
doubts,  I  find  them  rewarded  by  this  beautiful 

prefent. 

Were 
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Were  it  not  fixnn  the  fear  of  being  a  fecond 
time  punifhed^  I  ihould  perhaps  make  another 
refleftion,  and  (bould  enquire  whether  the  ex- 
pert artifts  of  your  manufadtory  may  not  re- 
femble  thofe  mechanics  who  are  fuccefsful  onl^ 
in  their  fmall  models. 

You  havcy  no  doubts  fire,  added  half  a  year 
to  my  life,  by  having  fent  the  oxicrate^  which  I 
fiiall  take  medicinally. 

I  am  much  affeAed  by  fo  many  benefits;  and 
what  mortifies  me  mod  is  the  impoffibility  of 
proving  my  gratitudp,  and  of  teftifying  the 
reality  of  my  zeal  for  your  majefty>  and  the  at- 
tachment and  Qdelity  I  have  for  your  perfon. 

Live,  fire,  for  the  good  of  the  ftate  and  your 

own  glory.  Difcipline,  manceuvre  your  men,  and 

fpmctimes  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  a  little  in  a  paf* 

fion ;  for  all  thefe  things  will  contribute  to  your 

health,  according  to  the  fyftem  of  the  late  old 

fox*. 

I  aip,  &c, 

U  M.  FOUQUET. 

P.  S.  Your  majcfty  will  be  very  welcome 
at  Brandenburg,  and  will  find  the  pot  of  a  re- 
fugee  boiling  at  noon. 

*  Prince  Leopold  of  Anhalt. 

LET- 
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LETTER       CLVIL 
Prom  the  King. 

'  April  27,  2764. 

1  AM  charmed  with  your  confeffion^  my 
(dear  friend,  of  the  goodnefs  of  my  porcelain. 
We  only  wait  till  the  building  be  fini(hed  to 
work  in  the  great.  This  cannot  take  place  be- 
fore Whitfuntide,  at  wWch  time  there  muft  be 
fix  large  ovens  to  bake  the  china ;  fo  that  th^ 
work  will  not  really  be  in  train  before  the  mid- 
dle of  September.  Some  large  pieces  have  al- 
ready been  made,  in.  the  two  furnaces  that  we 
have,  which  have  fucceeded  very  well ;  but  we 
have  received  orders  firom  Ruffia  and  Holland, 
to  execute  which  we  are  labouring  with  all 
fpeed. 

I  at  prefent  keep  five  hundred  and  feven 
perfons  employed  in  the  manufadory.  Nothing 
(lops  us  but  the  want  of  ovens ;  and  this  obftacle 
will  be  removed  by  the  month  of  September. 

You  imagine,  my  dear  general,  I  am  as  paf- 
fionate  now  as  formerly;  but  in  that  you  are 
deceived.  I  have  mixed  water  with  my  wine ; 
and  though,  indeed,  I  correft  whatever  is  defec- 
tive in  difcipline,  I  do  not  put  myfelf  the  leafi: 
2  out 
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out  of  temper.  Whatever  relates  to  the  coitt- 
mon  foldier  will  next  year  be  in  as  much  order 
as  before  the  war ;  but  my  greateft  attention  is 
paid  to  the  officer.  That  officers  may  become 
vigilant  in  the  fervice,  hereafter,  ^nd  that  they 
may  form  their  judgments,  I  caufe  them  to  be 
taught  fortification ;  add  to  which,  endeavours 
are  made  to  oblige  them  to  rcafon  on  whatever 
they  have  to  do. 

You  will  perfedly  perceive  this  method  can- 
not be  generally  fuccefsful ;  but,  from  the  mul- 
titude, fome  good  officers  may  be  obtained,  who 
Ihall  not  be  generals  merely  by  commiflion,  buc 
really  pofleis  the  qualities  of  tbe  general. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  will  inform  you 
when  I  can  come  to  Brandenburg.  I  embrace 
you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC. 


mm 


LETTER     CLVIIL 
From  the  King. 

June  x>  il6^ 

X  HE  reafon  I  do  not  write  to  you  my- 
fclf,  my  dear  friend,  is  that  I  have  the  gout  in 
my  left  hand.    Perhaps  you  may  anfwer  I  may 

guide 
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guide  the  pen  with  my  right,  but  the  paper 
flips  avsray,  and  I  would  not  fatigue  your  eyes 

with  a  cat's  fcrawl. 

'  This  accident,  which  has  happened  to  mc 
very  unfeafonably,  has  prevented  mc  from  re- 
viewing the  regiments  of  Pomerania  and  the 
New  March;  and  has  obliged  me  to  defer 
the  review  of  the  regiments  of  Magdeburg  twa 
days, 

I  (hall  vifit  you  like  an  old  friend,  without 
ceremony,  as  I  pafs  through  Brandenburg,  I 
fliall  be -there  on  the  4th  at  noon.  I  fliall  bring 
yyth  mc  one  friend  only^  who  is  well  worthy 
of  your  friendfliip  and  cftcem ;  therefore,  if  you 
think  proper,  we  three  only  flaall  be  prcfenti 

You  muft  make  00  great  provifion  for  me; 
all  I  aik  H  a  good  foup,  a  plate  of  fpinach,  a 
hearty  welcome  from  my  hoft,  and  to  find  you 
in  good  health.  The  laft  article  is  what  I  re- 
commend moft  to  your  care. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  I  hope  I  then  (hall 
aflure  you  of  my  whole  efteem, 

FREDERIC, 


LET. 
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LETTER      CLIX. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  Ey  Brandenbargy  September  z6t  i'](>J^ 

1  H  E  proverb  fays  the  dearefl:  things  arc 

the  fweeteft.     If  fo,  I  have  rcafbll  to  fuppofe 

your  majefty,  after  having  been  jolted  over  the 

alps  of  Silefia,  muft  be  exceedingly  well  fatisiied 

with  your  journey.     I  with  you  never  may,  fire, 

and  have  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  you  never  will, 

niake  the  tour  of  your  provinces,  without  re- 

collefting  the  labour  which  the  glory  of  the 

conqueft  of  them  has  coft  you, 

.   May  you,  fire,  tafte  repofe,  if  any  there  be 

for  you  !  May  Sans-Souci  prefent  its  excellent 

fruits  to  you !  Pleafe  to  accept  my  thanks  for 

the  care  with  which  Krutifch  *  has  provided  for 

me,  during  your  abfence. 

Continue  in  good  health,  fire ;  and  may  all 

your  enterprizes  be  prpfperous. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

•  The  king's  head  gardener. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CLX. 

From  the  King. 

Septcmbor  zC,  ^7^ 

I  AM  exceedingly  fenfible  of  thofe  fcnti- 
ments  of  attachment  which  you  are  kind  enougjx 
to  renew,  in  your  letter  of  to-day,  on  occafion 
of  the  agreeable  journey  which  I  have  made  into 
Sileiia. 

I  have  found  things  in  a  tolerably  good  ftate^ 
and  am  only  forry  to  have  feen  your  fon-in-law  * 
there  in  a  very  lingering  co.ndition,  which  gives 
reafbn  to  apprehei^d  he  will  fpon  ceafe  to  Jive. 

On  which. I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 

p.  S.  I  am  now  returned,  my  dear  ge^er^J, 
I  may  fay  of  my  oecoiK^mical  and  military  jour- 
ney, that,  though  I  have  not  found  all  things 
equally  well,  all  at  lead  is  pafTable. 

»  Colonel  MmfchcflHki, 
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LETTER       CLXI. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND.  Oaobcr  191  1764. 

1  H  A V  E  received  the  Pcrigord  pie  from 
Brandenburg*.  I  kept  it  to  know  whether  you 
would  not  come  and  eat  part  of  it.  I  am  alone; 
if  the  journey  will  not  incommode  you,  and  if 
you  arc  not  detained  by  other  reafons,  it  only 
depends  on  yourfelf  to  pay  a  (hort  vifit  to  your 

friend* 

Poor  Nimfcheffiki,  who  was  a  good  and  wor- 
thy officer,  is  lately  dead.  I  am  forry  for  it; 
but  we  Ihall  foon  travel  after  him,  into  a  country 
from  which  no  one  returns. 

Wc  have  pradtifed  fome  manoeuvres,  which 
have  in  part  fucceeded.  The  officers  of  rank 
arc  not  yet  fufficiently  formed.  Some  years 
more  will  be  neceffary,  to  wind  up  the  machine 

*  The  king  was  fond  of  truffles,  and  annuaHy  fent  for  a  Pe^ 
rigord  pie.  General  Fouquet  had  bronght  fome  dogs  from 
Croatia,  that  had  been  taught  to  un-earth  truffles ;  and  fome 
were  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Magdeburg  and  Halber- 
ftadt>  which  were  equal  to  thofe  of  Italy ;  of  which  the  gene- 
ral had  a  pie  made,  in  imitation  of  the  Perigord  pies,  and  fent 
it  to  the  king,  who  thought  it  very  good. 

ttl 


to  its  ancient  degree  of  tenfion.  I  however  am 
growing  old ;  and  I  ought  rather  to  think  of 
greafing  my  wheels,  for  the  great  journey,  than 
df  exercifing  troops  that,  according  to  all  ap- 
pearances, I  never  more  (hall  lead  againft  an 
enemy. 

Adieii,  my  dear  general.     Health,  content, 
and  good  humour,  are  what  I  moft  cordially 

Wifli  you* 

FREDERIC. 
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Letter    clxil 

From  General  FeuqueL 

S  I  R  Ey  ^  BrafldenbuT^  06kober  t2y  1764. 

1  H  E  return  of  my  fcrvant  informed  me 
too  late  of  the  hohotryouf  majeftydefigned  me^ 
iit  noon  j  hot  to  mention  that  I  found  an  impe- 
diment to  my  going  thither  in  the  hemorrtoides, 
with  which  I  am  troubled  j  and  which!  am  en- 
deavouring to  remove;  The  gracious  commands 
ef  your  majefty  allow  me  to  allege  thefe  reafons. 
Let  me  entreat  you  to  grant  me  the  enjoy- 
met^t  of  that  repofe,  and  warmth,  which  are 
requifite  for  my  valetudinarian  ftate  of  health, 
during  this  fcafon  of  the  y^ar ;  that  I  may,  if 
poffible,  not  too  haftily  follow  colonel  Nin>- 

Z  2  fchefffki. 
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fchefilki^  in  whom  you  have  loft  a  very  worthy 

and  good  officer.    Not  chat  I  fear  death ;  but  I 

have  no  objedtion  to  enjoy,  for  a  time,  that  tran- 

quillity  and  thofe  fwdets  which  your  bounty  has 

procured  me.  Thcfe  are  doubly  agreeable,  from 

learning,  as  I  do,  that  your  majefty  is  in  good 

health,  which  I  attribute  to  your  daily  walks. 

May  you  plant  elm-rows,  and  fifty  years  la 

fucceffion  build  colonnades  and  palaces;  after 

which  may  you  mount,  in  the  chariot  of  Elijah, 

immediately  to  paradife. 

I  am^  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      CLXIIL 
Fy0m  the  King. 

Odober  a6,  1764. 

IvEMAIN  by  your  fire-fide,  my  dear 
friend,  fince  heat  is  falutary  to  you.  Prefcrvc 
yourfelf;  that  is  your  firft  duty:  and  afterward, 
when  you  have  nothing  better  to  do,  think  oc- 
cafionally  on  your  abfent  friend. 

I  can  well  conceive  you  muft  fenfibly  feel  the   . 
lofs  you  have  fufTered.    Your  fon-in-law  was 
young,  he  had  efcaped  all  the  dangers  of  a 
bloody  war,  and  now  is  dead  at  the  moment 

when 


*  when  he  was  to  have  reaped  the  reward  rf  his 
fervices*.  This  is  ^Siding;  but  we  muft  fay 
like  the  Lacedemonian  woman,  who  was  told 
that  her  fon  had  been  killed  in  battle-— ^^  I  knew 
**  when  I  brought  him  into  the  world  he  was  not 
•*  immortal.  '*  A  little  fooner,  or  a  little  later,  to 
this  we  muft  all  come :  fuch  has  been  the  fate 
of  preceding  generations,  and  fuch  muft  be 
ours*  While  however  we  are  in  the  world,  it 
is  but  juft  to  enjoy  when  we  can,  and  to  taftc 
the  fwcets  of  life,  which  may  ferve  as  an  anti- 
dote to  the  bitter  draughts  with  which  the  cup 
of  every  man  is  empoifoned,. 

I  thank  you  for  your  Magdeburg  truffles.  Noel 
has  made  a  pie  of  them ;  and,  as  you  could  not 
tafte  your  own,  I  fend  you  mine. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Continue  in  good 
health ;  banifli  melancholy  from  your  mind ; 
and  prefcfve  my  friend,  whom  I  (hall  never 
ceafe  to  efteem^  till  I  (hall  ceafe  to  live. 

FREDERIC. 


Z  3  LET. 
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LETTER      CLXIV. 
From  the  King. 

DEAR  FRIEND,  Dcccmtcr  19,  1764, 

J  S  E  N  P  you  a  fmall  m^rk  of  remeniT 

brance.     I  intend  to  prefent  you  with  a  tabl? 

fervice,  and  fome  vafes,  but  thefc  we  cannot 

have  fooner  than  the  moi^th  of  March,  whpn  th^ 

whole  manufaftory  will  be  completed,  and  in  a 

condition  to  fupply  whatever  we  pleafe. 

Continue  in  go9d  health,  and  never  forget 

,your  old  friends. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER       CLXV. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  December  24,  I7(^ 

.  1  HO U  G  H  the  receipt  of  your  beautiful 
porcelain  gave  me  great  joy,  this  joy  was  never- 
thelefs  furpafled  by  the  fatisfaftion  I  felt  at  the 
fuccefs  of  your  manufadtory,  fmce  it  is  your  own 
produd,  your  own  work,  and  correfponds  to  all 
I  your 
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your  other  cnterprizes.  I  congratulate  your  ma- 
jefty,  and  have  no  doubt  but  this  grand  ^nd 
fine  eflabliihment  will  fbon  attain  the  utmoft 
degree  of  perfection. 

Accept,  fire,  the  fincereft  wifties  of  my  heart, 
on  the  coming  yev,  for  your  prefer vation  and*"' 
your  health. 


I  am,  &<;• 


L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER       CLXVI. 

From  the  King^ 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  February  lo,  1765. 

1  SEND  you  a  part  of  a  real  Perigord  pie 
with  truffles,  that  came  from  that  country.  I 
wi(h  the  flavour  may  pleafe  you,  and  that  this 
opportunity  n\ay  procure  me  news  of  your  health; 
for,  though  a  neighbour,  I  do  not  hear  a  word 
from  you ;  yet  no  pcrfon  is  more  inter^fted  in 
your  happinefs  than  your  old  ai^d  faith|yl  friend, 

FJCEDERIC. 


^  4  LET- 
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LETTER     CUCVII, 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  E»  BnuidetibuTg>  Fcbruaiy  ii>  17%« 

I  AM  moft  fenfible  of  your  bounty  and 
gracious  rccoUeftion,  and  am  much  rejoiced  to 
fee  your  majefty  in  rcpofc ;  for  reft  feems  moft 
ncccffary,  fire,  occafionally  to  be  indulged  in, 
at  your  age,  if  we  wifli  to  prolong  life.  Tho 
difference  between  the  original  Perigord  pie  and 
the  Brandenburg  copy  feems  to  me  very  remark- 
able. I  am  obliged  u>  do  Juftrce  to  that  of  Sans* 
Souci ;  and,  according  to  my  tafte^  I  think  the 
ieafoning  of  Sir  Npel  is  Tuperior  even  to  the 
original* 

My  health  b  tery  equivocal.  I  ncvbr  leave 
my  indofure,  except  to  go  to  church,  dierd  to 
pray  for  your  majefty*s  profperky ;  or  occafioo- 
atty  to  un-carth  a  badger.  I  live  very  retired, 
and  fee  no  company,  except  fome  officers  of  the 
garrifon,  my  coltegues ;  and  my  daughter,  wha 
It  lately  come  to  fettle  at  Brandenburg,  with  her 
daughters  Henrietta  and  Wilhelmina  of  Nim* 
chefffki,  of  whom  her  deceafed  hufband  has  ap- 
pointed me  the  guardian.  In  this  charader  I 
venture  to  petition  your  majefty  to  be  pleafed, 

fomo 
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fomc  day,  to  grant  them  places  in  the  chapel 

of  Halle. 

I  am^  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER       CLXVIII. 
Fnm  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  March  u,  1765. 

I  RETURN  from  Berlin,  where  I  have 
been  to  fee  my  porcelain  manufactory.  I  there 
found  two  vafes  and  a  bafin ;  and,  thinking  they 
jiught  give  you  pleafure,  I  fend  them  you.  The 
great  chimneys  are  not  yet  entirely  finilhedi 
they  are  at  work  on  them,  and  in  fix  weeks  at 
the  lateft  we  may  have  what  we  pleafe.  I  (hall 
not  fDrget  you,  wheriever  I  find  any  thing  wor- 
thy to  embelUlK  your  retreat. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  j  let  me  know  how 
you  do»     ' 


LET. 
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LETTER      CLXIX. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £9  Brandenburg,  March  15,  l^Sj. 

1  DO  not  think  a  child  with  his  Chriftmas 
box  could  feel  greater  joy  than  I  did,  when  I  re- 
ceived your  vafes  ^nd  your  bafin ;  they  are  per- 
feAly  beautiful,  as  well  for  the  whitenefs  of  the 
china^  as  in  excellence  of  tafte  and  colours.  I 
am  convinced  that  neither  Japan  nor  Europe 
ever  produced  any  thing  equal,  or  in  fo  fliort 
a  fpace  of  time. 

My  all  on  earth,  fire,  at  prefent,  is  a  with 
worthily  to  acknowledge  the  many  favours  with 
which  your  majefty  deigns  to  load  me. 

My  health  is  paflable;  my  voice  continually 
becomes  weaker ;  there  are  fome  days  on  which 
I  can  fcarcely  make  myfelf  heard. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M*  FOUQUETr 


h^T^ 
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LETTER      CLXX, 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  April  25,  1765, 

I  ft  AVE  for  thefe  five  weeks  had  the 
gout  and  the  hemorrhoidcs^  in  a  more  violent 
manner  than  I  ever  had  before;  but,  as  the 
>yorft  is  over,  and  as  I  am  now  on  the  recovery, 
one  of  the  firft  things  I  have  to  do  is  to  let  you 
hear  firom  me. 

I  hope  for  the  return  of  good  news  on  your 
part,  and  to  be  told  that  your  health  is  better. 
I  flatter  myfclf,  my  dear  general,  what  I  now 
write  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  you,  and  that 
your  anfwer  will  cafe  my  fears  concerning  the 
^te  of  your  health* 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  embrace  you  with 
fill  my  heart,  and  hope  you  will  not  be  vexed 
^hat  1  intend  to  vifit  you  as  I  go  to  Magdeburg. 

FREDERIC- 


LET- 
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LETTER      CLXXI. 

From  Gimral  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  Ef  Brandenbaff,  Apnl  2t^  176^ 

To  hear  that  your  m^jcfty  is  convafcfccnt 
infpircs  me  with  the  greateft  poffiblc  joy,  and  I 
mod  humbly  return  your  niajefly  thanks  for  the 
agreeable  news  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
fend  me. 

I  have  fuppofed  myfelf  prefent^  during  your 
violent  fits  of  the  gout,  till  your  pain  has  even 
made  me  grind  my  teeth.  This  apparently  has 
at  the  fame  time  increafi^  the  pain  of  a  fwelling 
ia  my  legs,  with  which  I  have  for  fbme  weeks 
been  incommoded. 

By  the  aid  of  whey,  I  begin  to  be  better*  But 
I  have  your  majcfty's  health  more  at  heart  than 
my  own ;  and  I  venture  to  conjure  your  nujefty 
to  take  every  poffilde  means>  during  the  fine 
weather,  that  may  concur  to  the  recovery  of 
your  ftrength. 

You  will  be  a  welcome  gueft  at  Brandenburg, 

and   I  (hall  think  myfelf  too  happy  and  too 

much  honoured  in  my  retreat,  by  making  the 

pot  boil  for  your  majefty. 

i  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET- 
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LETTER       CLXXIL 

From  the  King. 

June  6, 1765. 

1  SHALL  be  with  you  on  the  9th  at 
noon^  my  dear  friend,  and  ftiall  come  alone, 
which  will  require  neither  banqueting  nor  ex- 
pence.  The  pot  boiling,  literally  underftood, 
will  be  fufficient.  I  hope  to  find  you  in  good 
health,  cheerful,  and  happy. 

We  have  found  fome  bad,  fome  good,  at  the 
review,  which  neither  refembled  thofe  of  Berlin 
nor  of  Stettin;  but  we  (hall  do  better  in  time. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  I  mod  tenderly  em- 
brace you, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER      CLXXIII. 

.  From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  June  a6, 1765. 

1  SEND  you  fome  fruits,  from  Sans-Souci. 

I  have  fomething  more  for  you,  which  I  wi(h  to 

give  you  myfelf.     The  court  of  Brunfwick  will 

be  here  on  the  ioth  of  next  month.     I  now 

6  have 
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have  time  which  is  at  your  difpofal,  do  but  choo& 
your  day- 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

fr£deric 


k 


LETTER     CLXXIV. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brafidcnburg,  June  2*jj  1765-* 

O  I  N  C  E  the  creation  of  Brandenburg, 
never,  according  to  all  appearances,  were  fecn, 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  fuch  variety  of  fruits  as 
your  majefty  has  juft  fent  me. 

You  add  your  commands,  fire,  to  come  and 
gather  for  rayfelf,  which  I  certainly  fhall  not 
fail  to  obey.   . 

The  fieur  Cothenius,  having  prefcribed  bath- 
ing for  a  fortnight,  by  whi^h  I  found  relief,  1 
entreat  your  majefty's  permiflion  to  continue  it 
till  next  Saturday ;  that,  on  the  Sunday  after, 
I  may  have  the  happinefs  to  throw  myfelf  at 
your  feet,  and  to  teftify  how  fincerely  I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER     CLXXV. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  September  16,  1765. 

1  A  M  returned  from  Silefia.  The  waters 
of  Landeck  have  reftored  me  the  ufe  of  my 
limbs^  and.  I  do  not  at  prefent  fecm  to  have  had 
the  gout. 

I  found  your  regiment  in  better  order  than 
ever.  Luck  is  an  exceedingly  good  officer,  and 
one  who  ferves  from  motives  of  honour  and 
ambition. 

I  hope  my  gardener  has  fupplied  you  well, 
during  my  abfence.  I  ftiall  now  be  myfelf  your 
purveyor,  and  furnifh  your  houfe  with  fruit,  or 
whatever  can  be  moft  agreeable  to  you.  But  I 
.  require  you  (hould  write  me  news  of  your  health, 
that  my  mind  may  be  at  eafe  concerning  my 
good  old  friend,  whom  I  fliall  love  to  the  end 
of  life. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CLXXVI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Braodcnburgy  Sq>tcmber  i6,  176^. 

1  H  E  confirmation  which  I  have  juft  re- 
ceived, from  your  majefty,  of  the  good  effcfts 
which  the  waters  of  Landeck  have  produced, 
has  given  me  extreme  joy. 

Your  fatisfedion,  fire,  is  mine;  it  is  my  folc 
confolation.  I  (hall  never  ccafe  to  pray,  moft 
fincerely,  for  the  health  of  your  majefty. 

I  feel  great  fatisfaftion  at  underftanding  that 
you  found  my  regiment  in  good  order.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Luck  announced  to  me,  with 
great  joy,  the  real  marks  which  your  majefty 
has  given  him*  of  your  gracious  approbation ; 
which  cannot  but  induce  him  continually  to 
render  his  zeal  for  your  fervice  more  apparent. 

You  command  me,  fire,  to  fend  you  news  of 
my  health.  For  near  four  weeks  I  have  been 
afflifted  with  the  fciatica.  I  thought  proper  to 
take  the  balfam  of  Mecca,  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  which  I  had  remaining,  which  ferved 
me  as  many  days.  I  find  myfelf  more  light  and 
much  eafed. 

I  return  your  majefty  thanks  for  your  excel- 
lent fruit ;  and  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 
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LETTER      CLXXVII. 

From  the  King. 

September  i8,  i76j» 

Fortunately,  my  dear  friend,  i 

mil  have  A  bottle  of  the  balfatn  of  Mecca,  which 
the  Eflfendi  ggve  me.  This  I  fend  you  with  all 
imaginable  pleafure,  and  with  a  thoufand  wiflies 
that  the  balfam  may  do  you  every  poflible  good. 
Continue  in  good  health,  and  do  not  forget 
the  moft  faithful  and  the  oldeft  of  your  friends. 

FREDERICv 


Letter    clxxviii. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

)&  I R  jte,  Brandenburg,  Sept.  i^>  I7^$* 

Xh  E  bottle  of  balfam,  which  your  ma- 
jcfty  has  done  me  the  favour  to  fend  me,  is  juft 
delivered. 

Never  did  prince  take  more  care  for  liis  fer- 
vant,  than  your  majefty  does  for  my  health. 

What  diftinguifties  your  majefly,  from  other 
princes,  is  tlut  you  aft  thus  in  favour  of  a  man 

voL.xiiu  A  a  who 
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who  is  unable  to  teftify  his  gratitude,  by  the  lead 
fervice.  How  affliding,  fire,  is  my  fate,  to  be 
unable  to  anfwer  fo  many  ads  of  bounty,  ex* 
cept  by  thofe  fentiments  of  attachment,  and  in* 
yiolable  fidelity,  in  which  I  (hall  to  the  lad  mo- 
ment of  life  remain,  &c. 

U  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER      CLXXIX. 
Fr(m  the  King. 

December  311  1765^ 

A  HAPPY  new  year  to  you,  my  dear 
friend.  I  fend  you  a  prefent,  fuch  as  well 
may  be  fent  from  one  old  man  to  another, 
that  is,  an  eafy  chair,  which  you  may  rsufe  or 
lower  at  your  pleafure;  feme  true  balfam  of 
Mecca,  for  the  recovery  of  your  ftrength ;  and 
ibme  irifles  from  my  porcelain  manufactory,  £o£ 
your  amufement.  When  I  Ihall  fee  you  at 
Potfdam,  in  the  fummer,  I  will  prefent  you  with 
fomething  more  folid. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  dear  friend,  accept  my 
good  wilhes  for  increafing  health,  and  my  aflur- 
ances  that  no  pcrfon  is  more  interefted  in  your 
welfare  than  is  your  old  and  faithful  friend. 

FREDERIC. 
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Prm  General  Pouquet, 

» 

6  t  ft  E9  Brandenburg,  January  3f  176^^ 

Your  majefty  would  certdinly  not  have 
been  the  firft  to  fend  your  coihpliments,  dn  the 
new  year,  had  I  not  refrained  from  motives  of 
attention  and  prudence,  fiut  1  am  well  perfuad- 
ed  that,  of  all  the  compliments  you  will  receivd 
on  this  occaiion,  there  certainly,  fire,  are  none 
which  can  furpafs  the  fincerity  of  my  heart,  or 
of  my  wiflies  for  your  welfare  and  gloryt 

i  thank  you,  fire>  for  the  beautiful  and  excel- 
lent new  year's  gifts,  which  you  have  had  the 
kindnefs  to  iend  me,  and  I  congratulate  your 
majefty,  on  the  fatisfaftion  you  muft  feel  at  the 
lucccfs  of  your  porcelain  manufactory;  efpc- 
cially  as  the  laft  china  is  dill  fuperiorj  in  beauty, 
to  all  the  preceding. 

I  will  make  a  good  ufe  of  my  eafy  chair,  and 
will  flumber  in  it  as  well  as  I  am  able. 

The  firft  bottle  of  the  balfam  of  Mecca  fenf 
by  youf  majefty  having  done  me  good,  and 
Cured  my  fpafms  and  fciatica,  I  have  reafon  to 
hope  that  the  fecond  will  effed  the  reft ;  except 

Ai4     '  reftoring 
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reftoring  pic  to  freedom  of  breathing,  and  of  ut- 
terance^ -for  my  voice  fecms-oontinually  to  be- 
come  weaker. 


I  am,  &c. 


U  M,  FOUQUEt, 


LETTER     CLXXXI. 
Frpm  tbcKing^ 

HY  DBAJEL  FRIEND,  January  9,  1766. 

I  A  M  delighted  to  find  the  trifles  I  fent 
were  agreeable  to  yoa.  I  have  given  you  the  laft 
bottle  of  balfam  of  Mecca  I  had ;  but  I  *  will 
write  to  Copftantinople  to  have  more  in  referve, 
ftiould  you  wilh  me  fo  to  do. 

Our  holidays  refemble  the  working  days  of 
Brahdenburg;  we  have  neither  plays  nor  any 
t)ther  diverfions,  becaufe  of  a  family  mourning, 
by  which  I  am  very  fenfibly  afflided*  Hpw- 
ever  I  have,  taken  off  the  prohibition  lor  die 
hft  fortnight,  to  oblige  our  youth,  who  are  but 
little  affifted  by  the  forrows  of  others. 

Your  tobacco^  Ihares  profper  well,  and  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  you  will  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied 

* 

with  them. 

■    Adieu,  my  dear  friend ;  take  good  care' of 
4  youir 
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your  healthy.  an4  4epend  on  the  fincerity  of  my 
afTedtoo^  )yjbi;Ch  t^fet  will  pc  what  it  ever  has 


»       y 
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r 

6  I  R  E»-  Brandeaburgy  Jaauary  f,  I76€» 

1am  penetrated  fo  much»  by  all  the  iai^ 
vours  you  cea&r  OQ  aae^  &ai  I  Brrer  can  retura 
you  proper  thapks^  as  y^^cll  for  the  care*'  which 

'  your  majeftyls  pleafed  to  take  of  my  health  a^ 

'  for  that  which  you  are  pleafed  to  \ikk  of  my 

'  intereft.    The  latter  induces  me  to  rcqueft-^ 

*  new  favour,  from  your  majefty.    ' 

At  the  ukmg  of  Glatz,  I  loft  all  my  fecufi- 
ties,  which  1  poflefied^  to  the  amount 'of  eigh- 
teen thoufand  'fiye  buhdreid  crowns,  on  your 

'  Landfchiaft  of  Berlin,  and  an  account  of  which  I 
here  fend*  X  therefbre-  entreat  your  majefty,  •  in 
order  that -niy  family  may  not  fufFer,  to  grant 

,Jncnc^y.ffic^rifies,  conformable  tothefirft,-  which 
were  figried  by  your  own  hand. 

We  are  authorized,  as  well  'by*  rtaion  as  by 
cuftom,  to  moderate  gri^f  a&  well  as  joy ;  con- 

.\        \  Aa3  fequently 
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fcqucntly  your  majcfty  may,  without  fcruple, 
partake  of  the  plcafurcs  of  the  fealbn. 

As  your  majcfty  is  ia  good  health  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  your  cUmaderic  year,  I  flatter  my-, 
felf  your  life  will  be  of  iong  duration* 

I  am^  &Ct 

l^  M.  FOyQUET, 


}^mmmmmimmmm^^ 


LETTER      CLXXXIII.     • 

prom  the  Ki^g, 

January  12,  176^, 

1  HE  letter  which  you  fent  me  dated  the 

9th  I  haye  received,   and  have  with  pleafure 

feized  this  opportunity  of  teftjfying  my  goqd 

will,  by  obliging  you.     I  hav^  fent  precife  di- 

redions  to  the  Landfchaft,  in  order  that  new  coa- 

^rads  may  be  made  out,  and  brought  me,  ac- 

fX)rding  to  the  enumeration,  whid^  you  remitted 

me^  of  the  money  you  placed  in  thofe  funds. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 

holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 

P.  S.  I  will  remit  your  receipts,   my  dear 
lirieikl^  as  foon  as  they  (hall  be  fent  to  me. 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER     CLXXXIV. 
From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Fcbniarjr  9,  176^. 

I  S  E  N  D  you  a  ftnall  ftock  of  Italian  truf- 
fles, which  I  have  procured  by  the  way  of  Vi- 
cnna.  I  wifti  they  may  be  agreeable  to  yow, 
and  may  incite  your  appetite. 

I  am  here  tranquilly  waitbg,  in  my  hole,  for 
the  return  of  fpring.  This  is  no  feafon  for  us ; 
we  old  men  revive  but  in  fpring,  and  vegeutc 
in  fummer ;  whereas  winter  is  only  good  for  hot- 
headed and  impetuous  youth  that  cools  itfe;If  on 
the  ice,  and  with  fnow-balls. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  My  prayers  are  for 
your  prefervation,  and  for  all  which  can  add  to 
the  pleafurcs  of  your  life. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER      CLXXXV. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

g  I  R  E,  Brandenburg,  Fcbnuury  1 1,  1766. 

I  RETURN  thanks  for  the  Italian  truffles 
which  yo^ir  majefty  has  fent  me.    Thofe  perfons 

Aa.4  who 
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who  have  tafted  both  kinds  think  the  truffles  found 
in  your  good  countries  of  Magdeburg  aiid  Hair 
berftadt,  are  infinitely  the  beft.  The  length  of 
the  journey  of  the  firft  may  be  the  reafon  of  this. 

May  your  majefty  long  enjoy  every  Viand,  and 
fjvery  fweet  this  eanh  can  afford,  of  which  no 
.  pcrfon  is  more  wonhy  than  yqurfelf. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  fire,  you  will  live  much  lon- 
ger than  to  my  prefent  age  of  fixty-nine;  cfpe- 
cially  after  the  efiedt  produced  by  the  waters  of 
Landeck,  which  have  fo  far  confirmed  your 

r 

health  as  to  enable  you  to  fupport  both  cold  aqd 
heat,  in  thofe  feafons  when  you  make  your  re- 
views. 

I  am  becoming  deaf,  fire,  and  it  is  with  the 

.  iitmoft  difficulty  that  I  can  make  myfelf  under- 

,  flood* 

Your  fervant  is  flowly  preparing  to  begin  his 

/great  journey.  Be  it  foon  or  late,  or  how  it  may, 

remain  perfuaded,  fire,  rfiat  I  love  you,  am  mofl: 

inviolably  devoted  to'you,  and  that  my  profound 

refpeft  will  continue  to  the  laft  breath  of  life. 

lam,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LET- 
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{-   E   T   T   E    R     CUCX;XVJ. 

]Ptom  the  JCing^ 

February  i6,  I'jpC* 

Your  letter,  my  dear  fftend,  has  made, 
me  melancholy.  You  fpeak  of  your  departui:e ; 
did  it  depend  on  me,  my  wifh  is  to  preferve  you 
as  long  as  poffible.  Men  are  every  where  met 
with,  but. men  fo  honeft  and  friends  fo  fadthful  as 
you  moft  rarely.  Take  all  poffible  care  of  your- 
felf,  that  I  may  not  lofe  you  fo  foon ;  and  re- 
member the  affliftion  I  (hould  feel,  were  I  to  be 
feparated  from  you  eternally. 

Deafiiefs  is  nothing ;  there  are  ear*trumpets, 
which  facilitate  the  power  of  hearing.  The  late 
madame  de  RocouUe  made  ufe  of  thefe,  and  I 
will  have  fome  made  for  you ;  fo  that  I  hope, 
by  the  aid  of  fine  weather,  you  will  recover  your 
flrength,  and  that  I  (hall  ftill  have  the  pleafura 
of  enjoying  your  company  at  Sans-Souci. 

Fully  perfuaded  of  this,  let  me  beg  you  to 
take  every  precaution  you  can,  that  I  may  have 
the  happinefs  again  to  embrace  you,  and  to  af- 
ford  you  marks  of  my  fincere  tendernefs. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC. 
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LETTER      CUCXXVIL 

From  General  Fouquet. 

fl  I  R  £»  Brandenbui|^»  Febroaiy  i^  I76tiw 

To  anfwer  your  kiodDefs  is  impoffible. 
My  checks  arc  fufFufcd  by  a  torrent  of  tears ; 
my  heart  is  ovcrburthcned,  and  exprefligns  I 
have  none.  Of  all  my  confol^tions^  that  which 
flatters  me  the  mod  is  that  you  (hould  efleem  qic 
among  the  number  of  your  friends.  Yet  who 
am  Ij  that  I  (hould  be  thus  favoured  ?  Like  Me- 
pbiboflietb^  I  am  but  a  dead  dog. 

It  is  not  cuftomary  with  princes  to  have  hearts 
fo  tender.  How  then,  fire,  can  you,  who  furpafs 
all  princesi  have  fo  much  afiedion  for  your 
friends?  The  uncommonnefs  and  the  high 
worth  of  this  quality  I  well  feel. 

Heaven,  fire,  is  my  witnefs,  I  do  ^ot  think 
it  poffible  to  furpafs  the  fentiments  of  attach- 
ment in  which  I  hold  your  auguft  perfon. 

My  decline  is  general.     I  fpeak  but  little, 

becaufe  of  the  difficulty  with  which  I  am  under- 

ftood;  and,  like  the  late  general   Rochow,  I 

cannot    even  articulate  the  words  I  wifli  to 

pronounce. 

The  fine  weather  perhaps  will  cffeA  fome 
6  change. 
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chaojgt,  and  will  procure  mc  the  only  plcafurc 
to  which  I  afpirc,  in  this  world,  which  is  that 
of  feeing  yoyr  oiajpfty^ 

J  tun,  &c» 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


■p**"^ 


LETTER     CLXXXVIIL 

Frtm  the  King, 

February  24,  1765* 

I  WELL  perceive,  my  dear  friend,  you 
muft  fortify  yourfelf.  Two  days  ago,  we  wiflied 
to  tafte  fome  of  the  Hungarian  wine  of  my  grand- 
father, which  was  found  to  be  good.  I  kept  a 
bottle,  which  I  here  fend  you.  It  is  the  laft : 
may  it  be  ferviceable  to  you ! 

If  you  wi(h  for  other  old  wines,  I  have  them 
of  every  kind ;  and  it  will  give  me  true  pleafure 
to  fend  you  a  fupply.  You  b^ve  only  to  fay  the 
word. 

I  wi(h  a  thoufand  times  for  your  prefervatioh, 

^nd  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

FREPERia 


LET. 
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1.  E   T   T   E   R      CLXXXIX.    ] 
From  General  Bouquet. 

/S  I  H  £,     \'\   .    '    .7   Bnmdenbnrf^  March  2,  176^ 

What  a  pity  is  it,  and  what  a  lofs,  to 

dqjrive'your  tnajefty  tJf  the  pioft-ddea:ablie  pf 

wineSj  and  to  be  fo  oppofite  in  tafte  to  Saint 

Luke !    This  hofy  man,  no  doubt  adveoced  in 

years  and  widi  .a  dl^bUitated '.flomacb;  thought, 

like  a  good  judge,  that  old  wine  was  preferable 

*  to  new*     Notwithftanding  the  contrary  fend- 

mcnts  of  your  majefty,  I  Ihall  never  ceafe  moft 

ardently  to  wilh  for  the  prefervation  of  your 

precious  life* 

I  am,  &c.      '     '  *      • 

:     .  L.  M.  FOUQU5T. 


>        • 


L  fi  T   T  £;  R      CXO 

From  ibe'King.  . 

i 

Jiy  DEAR  ERJEND»  >  April  i5,:i765, 

I  SEND  you  fom?  vegetables,  and  what 

our  garden  can  befl;  afford.    I  hope  they  will 

.'grve  you  pleafure,  that  you  will  eat  them  ift 
good  health,  and  that  while  eating  you  will  re- 
member-your  old  friend, 

.-l::.:'^-  FREDERIC. 


C  O  R  It  £  S  P  O  N  Bl  »  C  t,  2^$^ 

LETTER     CXCL 
Froni  General  FouqUet^ 

»         -  m  r 

SIR  E,  Bramknbury,  AprH  if,  r^CCm 

I  RETURN  thanks  for  the  vegetables 
nvhich  your  majelly  has  fent  me,     Produftions 
fo  premature  are  to  be  found  only  at  Sans-' 
Souci. 

Equally  penetrated  by  joy,  to  hear  you  are 
in  good  healthy  and  by  gratitude,  for  yoUr  ma- 
j^fty's  gracious  remembrance  of  me,  I  am,  j8rc. 

L.  M,  FOUQUET, 


« 


LETTER     CXCIL     - 
From  the  Kin^. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  ^  May  31,  1765, 

1  INVITE  myfelf  without  any  ceremony, 
authorifed  byfricndftiip  fo  to  do,  to  pinner  with 
you/  on  the  ad  of  June,  which  is  the  day  aftf  C: 
to-naorrow,  ,  .     - 

I  previoyfly  enjoy  the  plcafure  I  fliall  have  to 
embrace  you,  my  dear  Fouquet.  I  (hall  be  with 
you  at  eleven  o'clock^   v         .     .  .  ■ 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 
^     r  FREDERIC, 


366  9Q%tiiVMovi  wotKSi^    . 

LETTER      CXCIIL 
From  the  King. 

mr  DEAR  FRIEND,  July  5^  176^. 

1  SEND  you  fome  fruits  out  of  my  garden. 
Hitherto  I  have  been  bufy  ;  I  am  now  alone.  I 
do  not  however  invite  you  to  come,  till  the  rain 
ihall  ceafe ;  becaufe  the  prefent  cold  may  be  in- 
jurious to  your  healtiK 

You  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  tell  me  frankly 
whether  this  (hort  journey  fuits  you,  and  when 
you  will  undertake  it,  that  I  may  fend  my  horfes' 
forward. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.     I  Ihall  acknowledge 

this  pleafure,  which  you  wi(h  to  give  me,  and 

am  &c. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     CXCIV. 
Fr(m  General  Fouquet. 

■ 

SIRE,  Brandenbui^i  July  5»  176^* 

I  RETURN  thanks  for  the  excellent 
fruits  which  your  majcfty  has  fent  rae. 

The  more  my  heart  is  penetrated  by  grati- 
tude^ for  the  gracious  remembrance  of  your 

majdfty^ 


C  O.R  R'£  $  P  OK  D  £  K  C  fii  3^7  : 

xxujcfty,  the  more,  fire,  am  I  mortified  to  fee 
myfelf,  by  my  fituation,  deprived  of  the  power 
of  obeying  your  commands. 

My  pains  under  the  ribs  are  flill  the  {ame> 
and  will  not  fuffer  me  to  quit  my  great  chair* 
I  hope  the-  fine  weather  will  relieve  my  fuffer-  * 
ihgs,  and  will  enable  me  to  gratify  the  refpedful 
ardour  I  feel,  to  throw  myfelf  at  your  majefty'i 
feet. 


I  am^  &c* 


L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER       CXCV. 
From  the  King. 

July  16,  1766# 

1  SENT  you  a  phyfician ;  but  as  I  know 

you  exercife  his  art  but  little,  I  fend  you  fomc 

melons,  my  dear  friend,  which  perhaps  may  be 

more  to  your  tafte.    The  phyfician  pretends  you 

have  pafled  the  feafon  of  bleeding,  but  that^ 

by  taking  away  a  little  blood,  you  would  find 

yourfelf  confiderably  eafed.    No  one  more  in* 

terefts  himfelf  in  your  prefervation  than  I  do ; 

you  Ihould  not  therefore  think  it  ftrange  that  I 

trouble  myfelf  with  all  that  relates  to  the  health, 

or  can  prolong  the  life  of,  my  old  and  ^ithful 

friend. 
Adieu,  my  dear  general. 

FREDERIC; 


3^8^  ^OSTHUMOirS     WOXKS» 

LETTER      CXCVIv 

FroM  Geiural  Fouquef. 

S  I  K-  £^»  Brandenburg,  July  it,  I765# 

1  H  £  only  relief  I  find  is  in  your  ma- 
jefty's  bounty.  I  mean  to  try  bathing,  in  con- 
formity to  the  prefcription  of  your  phyfician.  I 
am  regularly  bled  twice  a  year,  on  the  1 5th  of 
April  and  the  15th  of  Oftoben  Indeed,  I  agree 
with  the  popular  opinion,  and  prefer  cherries 
and  melons  to  caffia,  fenna^  and  rhubarb. 
I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET* 


LETTER      CXCVII. 
From  the  Kingw^ 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  September  26,  176^* 

1  S  E  N  D  you  fome  Hungarian  wine,  hav- 
ing heard  in  Silefia  that  you  wiflied  for  fbme.  At 
the  fame  time  I  fend  you  fome  grapes,  which 
you  will  eat,  if  they  be  not  injurious.  I  have 
alfo  written  to  Conftantinople  for  fome  balfam 
of  Mecca,  becaufe  I  fufpeft  yours  is  all  ufed. 

In  fine,  I  wi(h  to  contribute  to  your  preferva- 
tion  by  every  means  in  my  power.    Second  my 

cnterprize. 
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fenterprize,  my  dear  general,  and  take  every 

tare  of  your  health,  that  I  may  enjoy  my  old 

knd  faithful  friend  as  long  as  poflibie. 

Adieu. 

tREDERia 


T 

mm 


LETTER      CXGVIIL 

fVom  General  FouqueL 

S  I  R  £|  Brandenburg,  September  27,  1766* 

Wh  AT  cares  does  your  majefly  tike  for 
^  man  who  is  no  longer  good  for  atiy  thing ! 
Not  fatisfied  with  having  fent  me  Hungarian 
Avine  and  raifinfe,  which  contend  with  each  othcf 
which  k  the  rtiOift  delicious,  Afia  miift  further 
fupply  its  balfam. 

Hdw,  fire,  may  I  anfwcr  thofe  infinite  kind- 
lieflcs  with  which  your  majefly  loads  me  ?  My 
heart  feels  all  the  effufions  of  gratitude,  but  ex- 
preffion  fails  me. 

Nothing,  exce[5t  the  gracibu*  attritions  of 
your  majefly,  contributes  to  my  prefervation  ; 
and  but  for  tljefe^  perhaps,  I  were  now  no  more. 

The  balfam  of  Mecca,  fire,  will  not  fail  to 
give  me  ftrength,  aiid  I  will  drink  your  Hun- 
garian wine  to  fortify  my  ftomich,  while  finging 

Vol.  xiii.  B  b  the 
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the  praife  and  glory  of  my  incomparable  bene-* 
£ador. 

Hovr  great,  fire,  is  my  grief,  to  find  myfclf 
no  longer  able  to  prove,  by  my  fervices,  the 
zeal  and  inviolable  devotion  with  which 

I  am,  &c 

L.  M,  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     CXCIX. 
From  tbe  King. 

O&ober  II,  ijtS. 

1  HAVE  at  length,  my  dear  friend,  re- 
ceived the  balfam  of  Mecca,  which  my  minifter 
'  has  brought  me  from  Conftantinople.  I  fend  it 
you,  with  a  thoufand  wifties  that  it  may  do  you 
all'poffible  good;  afifuring  you  that  no  perfon 
is  more  intercfted  in  your  welfare  than  your  old 

fiiend, 

FREDERIC 


LETTER       CC. 

From,  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  Odober  17,  1766. 

It  is  not  enough  that  your  majefty  (hould 
have  rendered  my  life  happy;  you  endeavour 

to  • 


COHXESPONTDEKCE.  ^Jt 

lo  lengthen  it,  by  the  gracious  care  you  take  of 

my  health.    I  return  you  thanks  for  the  pro- 

Vifion  of  balfam  of  Mecca,  which  you  have  juft 

fent  me.     I  (hall  take  this  excellent  remedy  as 

a  bracer,  and  as  a  proof  of  your  bounty. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER      CCI. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  19,  1766. 

I  SEND  you  a  fervice  of  porcelain,  which 
I  have  long  deftined  for  you,  but  which  the  ovens 
would  not  permit  to  be  finiflied  fooner.  I  beg 
you  to  ufc  it.  ^ould  any  part  be  brbken,  the 
fct  may  very  eafily  be, completed. 

Continue  in  good  health;  live  to  give  me 
{deafure;  and  enjoy  every  profperity  human 
nature  can  tafte.  Siach.  are  the  wifhes  of  the 
cldeft  and  m<^  ^thfiil  of  your  friends, 

FREDERIC. 


B  b  2'  LET- 
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LETTER       CCIL 
From  General  Fouquet. 

S  I  R  £9  Brandenburg,  December  259  1766. 

1 F  there  be  any  means  of  prolonging  my 

»  

life,  I  believe  your  majefty  pofleffes  the  fecret. 
Witnefs  the  joy  I  feel  at  the  beautiful  prcfcnt 
of  porcelain  which  I  have  juft  received. 

Certain  it  is,  fire,  that,  in  the  morning  taking 
balfam  of  Mecca,  a  foup.  well  breaded  at  noon 
in  your  beautiful  turenes,  and  your  old  Hun- 
garian wine  at  the  deffert — according  to  all  ap- 
pearances, by  fuch  a  continuation,  we  may  yet 
travel  far. 

Imagine  how  lively  is  my  gratitude,  and  what 
are  the  obligations  I  owe  your  majefty^  for  all 
your  grace  and  fevours.  As  I  am  at  prefent  of 
no  ufe,  fire,  I  can  only  employ  my  whole  time 
in  finging  laud,  honour,  and  glory  to  you*, 
and  in  praying  for  the  profperity  of  your  aoguft 
perfon. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 

*  Alludtn^i;  to  his  church  living,  which  he  enjoyed  as  a 
canon  of  Magdeburg* 

LET- 
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LETTER      CCIII. 

From  the  King^ 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Fcbruaiy  18, 1767. 

1  SEND  you  a  fmall  Perigord  pie,  I  wilh 
it  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  that  your  health 
may  permit  you  to  eat  it,  without  inconvenience 
to  yourfelf. 

The  people  who  come  from  Brandenburg  fay 
that  you  are  yery  well ;  but  you  never  can  be 
fo  well  as  I  wilh  you,  for  no  one  interefts  himfelf 
fo  much  in  your  prefervatiorv  as  your  old  and 
faithful  friend, 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     CCIV. 

♦ 
prtm  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  February  18,  1767^ 

I  RETURN  you  thanks  for  your  Perigord 

pie,  which  you  were  pleafed  to  fend  me,    I 

think  it  very  good,  and  it  certainly  is  fufficiently 

high  flavoured ;  but  the  way  to  put  all  things 

whatever  to  a  proper  ufe  is  to  ufe  them  foberly* 

I  depend  with  certainty  that  your  majefty  will 

ad  thus. 

*  Bb  3  Wid^ 


/ 

1^4 
« 
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Withrefpeft,  fire^  to  my  health,  it  is  paflable^ 

thanks  to  the  weather,  which  at  prefent  permit^ 

me  occaiionally  to  un- earth  a  badger,  or  a  foi^.  1 

{peak  however  fo  unintelligibly  as  not  to  make 

inyfeif  underftpod,  and  I  dagger  in  my  gait. 

There  is  but  one  thing  of  which  I  have  n#, 

doubt,  and  that  is  of  the  inviolable  attachment 

with  which  my  heart  will  ever  be  devoted  to  you* 

to  the  laft  moment  of  my  life. 

{  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


LETTER      CCV. 

From  General  Fouq^uet. 

SIRE,  Brandenburg*  September  4*  I767« 

I  DAkE  flatter  myfelf  your  journey  is  for- 
tunately ended  to  your  fatisfaftion ;  ai^d  I  judge 
thus  by  the  promotions  which  you  have  thought 
proper  to  make.  The  incereft  I  feel,  in  whit, 
relates  to  colonel  Luck^  make?  me  au|gur  that 
your  majefty  was  fatisfied  with  the  regiment. 

To  crown  my  wiflies.  fire,  may  you  eyer  con- 
tinue in  good  health !  And,  after  being  fatisfied 
^ith  your  jopmcys,  and  your  reviews,  I  hope 
y<Mj  will  now  unbend,  by  preparing  a  welcome 
for  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  will  conclude  the, 

^holc^ 
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whole  by  excellent  and  glorious  nuptials.  Per- 
init  me,  fire,  to  prcfent  my  compliments  of  con- 
gratulation. I  return  thanks  to  your  majefty 
for  the  part  I  have  had,  during  your  abfence,  in 
the  melons  of  Sans-Souci. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  ,M.  FOUQUET. 


LETTER     CCVL 
Frvm  the  King. 

September  7,  1767% 

I- 
AM  returned,  my  dear  friend,  from  Si- 

lefia,  where  I  found  your  regiment  very  fine, 

vtxA  in  very  good  order. 

I  am  foon  to  beflow  my  niece  in  marriage.  I 

would  willingly  invite  you  to  the  wedding,  but 

that  I  know  you  prefer  retirement  to  the  hurry  of 

courts. 
]  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC. 


Bb4  LET- 
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LETTER     CCVI|. 
From  tke  King. 

MY  DFAR  FRIEND,  NoTen*cr  u,  1767, 

1  SEND  you  fomc  balfam  of  Mecca, 

which  is  juft  arrived  from  Conftantinople;  with 

fome  grapes  from  my  vine  trees,  and  fomc  bottles 

of  the  old  Rhenifli  wine  which  you  love.     I 

wifli  the  whole  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  and 

that  you  may  regale  on  what  I  fend. 

Live,  my  dear  general,  for  your  friends  ;  cf- 

pecially  for  me,  who  am  the  oldeft  of  them  all, 

and  who  will  remain  attached  to  you  to  the  end 

pf  life. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC^ 


LETTER      CCVIII.. 

From  General  FouqueL 

SIRE,  Brandenburg,  November  13,  1767. 

1  AM  fenfibly  affefted  by  the  new  mark$ 
pf  grace  and  favour  which  your  majefty  has  tefti- 
fied  for  me,  in  the  cares  which  you  take  for  the 
prefervation  of  my  life. 

1  have  reafon  to  efteera  myfelf  the  moft  happy 
I  of 


pf  mortals;  efpecially,  fire,  Ihould  heaven  here- 
after ratify  thofe  fevours  which  you  have  (hewa 
for  me,  dur^pg  my  refidence  on  earth.  This  I 
dare  hope  for,  and  found  my  hopes  on  the  friend- 
(hip  which  I  bear  to  the  anointed  of  heaven,  for 
whofe  profperity  and  prefervation  I  never  ceafc 
offering  u{)  my  prayers. 

I  am,  and  ftiall  be,  fire,  to  the  laft  moment  of 
life,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUpT. 


LETTER      CCIX. 

r 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  ^3,  1767, 

I  SHOULD  think  I  had  paffed  Chrift- 
mas  ill,  were  I  not  to  fend  you  fome  fmall  mark 
of  my  remembrance.  I  have  accordingly  fent 
you  a  packet  of  my  porcelain,  that,  you  may 
judge  of  the  progrefe  of  my  manufactory ;  and 
fome  truffles,  which  I  have  received  from  Turin. 
I  wilh  they  inay  both  prove  agreeable  to  you. 
I  hope  likewife  you  are  in  good  health,  and  that 
you  do  not  forget  your  old  and  faithful  friend, 

FREDERIC. 


]7f  fplTSVMOUS    WOUKS^ 


;.   E   T    T    E   R     CCX, 

prom  General  Fouquet. 

$  I  R  Elf  ]^ndenbur|;,  Pecember  30,  l^6f^ 

1  O  be  unfit  for  any  thing,  yet  to  enjoy 
the  favour  and  benefits  beftowed  by  the  king 
my  mafter,  is  a  kind  of  fatisfaftion  the  worth  of 
which  c^n  nev^r  be  fully  felt,  except  by  men  of 
my  age. 

You,  fire,  w}ll  judge  oT  the  joy  which  your 
gracious  recoUeftion,  and  the  beautiful  Chrift- 
mas-bpx  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  ^ddj 
have  excited  in  my  heart. 

The  productions  of  your  porcelain  manufec* 
tory  arc  of  the  mod  finiflied  kind;  and  their 
beauty  and  tafte  furpafs  every  thing  to"  be  met 
with  of  the  fort.  With  refpedt  to  the  truffle 
of  Turio,  according  to  my  tafte  they  are  good 
for  nothihg;  perhaps  the  truffles  of  your  own 
country  would  meet  with  a  fimilar  fete,  were 
they  to  make  a  fimilar  j[Ourney. 

I  wifti  your  majefty  a  good  and  profperous 

year.     May  you  continue  in  good  healthy  an<^ 

?ver  remain  contented  and  happy  ! 

I  am,  &c« 

L.  M.  FOUQUET, 


J-  E   T   T   E   R     CCXL 

From  the  King. 

MY  PEAR  FRIEND,  January  7,  ^^S^ 

1  S  E  N  D  you  the  laft  duty  which  I  have 
paid  to  z,  nephew,  whom  I  much  loved.  I  can 
aflurc  you  nothing  is  fiftitious,  and  that  his  cha- 
radler  and  his  knowledge  were  fuch  as  they  arc 
^ere  defcribed  *. 

I  will  fend  yoq  no  more  Italian  truffles.  Your 
cook  certainly  does  not  know  how  to  drcfs  them^^ 
for  every  body  hpre  thought  them  excellent. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  embrace  you,  and 
pffer  up  a  thoufand  prayers  for  your  prefervation. 

FREDERIC* 


LETTER     CCXIL 

From  General  Fouqaef. 

S  I  R  E»  ^I'andenburg,  January  S,  1768. 

I  A  M  very  fenfibly  affeded  by  the  death 
pf  prince  Henry ;  although  I  had  no  knowledge 
of  him,  except  of  the  beauty  of  his  perifon. 

*  This  refers  to  an  eulogJum  on  prince  Henry  of  Pniffia^ 
in  an  extraordinary  aiTembly  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sci* 
^Qcea,  on  the  30th  of  Dccemberi  ilCi. 

3  The 
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The  care  which  you,  fire,  had  taken  of  his 
education,  the  hopes  you  founded  oi^  the  merits 
of  this  j^car  prince^  and  the  eulogium  you  have 
written  on  him,  are  at  once  a  teftimony  of  the 
friendfliip  you  bore  him,  and  the  good  qualities 
he  poflefTed.  In  a  word,  he  was  your  own 
work. 

I  was  prefent  at  his  funeral  oration,  in  the 
cathedral  church,  where  a  hymn  was  fung  to 
him,  which  made  me  weep  bitterly. 

The  lofs  of  this  amiable  prince  may  be  faid 
to  be  irreparable,  if— be  it  fpoken  with  your 
majefty's  pefqiiflion — you  fhould  not  redouble 
your  attention  to  the  prince  of  Pruflia,  to  whom 
is  generally  attributed  t^ie  charafter  pf  ?i  worthy 
man,  and  all  the  fentiments  that  correfpond  to 
that  charader.  This^  fire,  becomes  a  duty  due 
to  your  own  rank,  to  your  family,  to  the  ftate, 
and  dill  niore  to  the  gratitude  and  obligation 
which  the  prince  will  be  imder  to  you. 

I  return  your  majefty  thanks  for  the  copy  of 
the  eulogium  which  you  have  done  me  the  ho- 
nour to  fend  me,  and  which  I  efteem  to  be  a 
perfeft  work. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


LET- 
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LETTER      CCXIII. 

From  the  King. 

MY  DEA^  FRIEND,  April  z6,  176S. 

I  H  E  A  R  from  general  Kleift  that  you 
^re  indifpofed,  and  I  fend  my  phyfician  to  en- 
quire into  your  health.  You  have  ^  thoufand 
good  wifhes  from  me,  but  wishing  is  all  I  can 
do.  Were  I  a  phyfician,  I  would  cure  you ; 
were  I  a  god,  I,  would  render  you  immortal,  for 
fo  good  men  ought  to  be ;  but  my  power  can 
do  nothing  more  than  pray  for  you. 

If  any  thing  here  can  render  you  fervice,  you 
need  but  fpeak  the  word.  Whatever  depend3 
upon  me  (hall  be  done. 

-   I  wifli  to  hear  good  and  agreeable  news  from 
you.    In  the  mean  time  I  tenderly  embrace  you. 

Adieu. 

FREDERIC 


•WH^ 


LETTER     CCXIV. 
From  General  Fouquet. 

SIR  £,  Brandenburg,  April  27,  1768. 

1  HOUGH  you  are  neither  phyfician 
nor  god,  your  grace  and  favour  ncverthelefs  arc 

produc* 


produdivc  of  good  cffcfts ;  cfpccially  of  the  joy 
which  I  feel^  to  hear  that  you  are  in  good  health; 
a  continuation  of  which  I  wi(h  you  foqi  a  long 
fucceflion  of  years* 

^  With  rcfpeft  to  myfelf,  I  keep  travelling  on, 
and  am  gradually  preparing  for  my  long  jour- 
ney. The  bark  has  juft  cured  me  of  the  fever* 
Nothing  is  wanting  to  reflore  me  to  perfeft 
health  but  the  power  of  making  myfelf  under* 
ftood,  of  fpeaking,  and  of  walking. 

I  recoiled  that,  thirty  years  ago,  I  perfuaded 
the  difeafed  duke  of  Barby  to  employ  the  baths 
of  Lauchllsedty  near  HoUe ;  to  thefe  he  went  on 
two  crutches,  and  returned  from  them  (afe  and 
found,  in  four  weeks,  walking  upright  and  as 
ufual. 

I  (hould  be  much  tempted  to  make  the  ex- 
periment, would  your  majefty  but  grant  me  per* 
mifiion.  This  however  mqft  not  be,  till  your 
majefty  have  firft  pafled  through  Brandenburg. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET^ 


LET. 
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LETTER       CCXV* 
From  the  King^ 

April  28,  1768* 

1  WAS  glad  to  learn  from  your  letter  that 
you  are  recovering  your  health,  and  that  it  is 
your  intention  to  try  the  waters  of  Lauchftadt* 
It  depends  abfolutely  on  yourfelf  to  go  thither, 
when  you  pleafe,  provided  it  be  not  at  the  time 
of  the  approaching  reviews,  when  I  fhall  go  to 
Magdeburg ;  for  I  much  wr(h  to  have  the  plea- 
fore  of  feeing  you  as  I  pafs  through  Branden- 
burg. 

On  which  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his 
holy  keeping. 

FREDERIC. 


LET    T    E   R      CCXVI. 
From  tb4  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  OAohtt  13,  1768- 

rlERE  is  a  fmall  tribute ^hich  I  prefent 
to  you.    Do  not  look  at  the  fum ;  confider  only 

the 


3S4         FosTRVMotrs  vroKt^ 

the  tender  and  faithful  heart  of  your  frieria, 
whofc  wi(h  is  to  give  you  pleafure. 

Take  good  care  6f  yburfelf ;  live  to  the  age 
of  Methufelah>  and  remain  perfuaded  that  I 
(ball  love  you,  body  and  foul,  to  my  laft  figh. 

FREDERIC. 


^ 


LETTER       CCtVIL 
Prom  General  Ftmqiuti 

S  I  R  E9  BrandcBburgy  December  24^  1769^ 

1  K  NO  W  not  what  anfwer  to  return,  for 
all  the  favours  and  benefits  which  you  heap  upon 
me.  I  have  no  expreffions  equal  to  the  wifh  I 
have  to  teftify  my  gratitude  to  your  majefty.  I 
dare  however  aflure  you,  fire,  that  I  (hould  be 
lefs  afTefted  by  all  the  wealth  you  could  poffi- 
bly  beftow  on  me,  than  by  the  gracious  terms  in 
which  the  prefent  is  made. 

My  heart  is  your  pledge,  fire,  of  the  inviola- 
ble attachment  which,  to  the  lafl  moment  of  my 
exiftcnce,  I  Ihall  feel  for  your  auguft  perfon. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M,  FOtlQU'Ef. 


LET* 


LETTER      CCXVIII. 
From  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  December  22,  176s. 

1  HERE  fend  you  a  trifling  mark  of  rc- 
colleftion.  It  is  cuftomary  for  families  to  make 
prefents  at  Chriflmas^  and  I  treat  you  as  one  of 
the  family ;  as  well  as  a  worthy  and  well  tried 
knight^  without  fear  and  without  reproach*^  and 
my  old  and  conftant  friend. 

Take  good  care  of  your  health,  that  I  may 
preferve  my  good  old  friend  as  long  as  poflible^ 
and  that  I  may  yet  often  have  the  pleafure  of 
perfonally  afluring  you  of  the  whole  extent  of 
my  tendernefs  and  eftcem* 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER      CCXIX. 

From  General  Pouquef.  » 

&  I  R  E,  Brandenburg,  December  24;  ^^6%. 

JM  Y  children  were  very  far  from  feeling  the 
Tame  jgy,  at  the  Chriftmas-boxes  they  received, 

♦  ^Hiilc  Frederic  II,  was  prince .  royal^  among  his  other 
amnfements,  he  formed  an  order  of  knighthood,  and  named 
it  after  the  &mou8  French  chevalier  de  Sayard*  General 
Fouquet  was  one  of  his  knights.    T« 

VOL*  XIII^  C  C  «5 


%M  TOSTHITMOtrs    WORKS. 

as  I  did  at  the  receipt  of  yours^  accompanied  as 
they  were  with  the  gracious  recoHedion  with 
which  you  are  pleafed  to  honour  me.  Why  am 
I  denied  worthily  to  acknowledge  fo  many  £i- 
vours  ?  This  I  can  only  do  in  idea^  and  by 
prayers  the  moft  fincere  which  an  affeftionate 
heart  can  offer. 

I  no  longer  can  make  myfelf  undtrftood,  and 
I  lofe  my  hearing.  I  am  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure a  fmall  trumpet,  at  Berh'n^  to  fupply  if  pof- 
fible  this  defedt,  (imilar  to  that  which  madame 
Rocoulle  made  ufe  of,  but  cannot  find  any  fuch. 

I  am,  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQJJET. 


L   E   t    T    E   R       CCXX. 
From  ike  King. 

i^  DEAR  FRIEND,  JaAoarr  f ,  17^ 

I  SEND  you  all  the  4couftic  inflxumcpu 

I  have  been  able  to  colled  here,,  with  remarks 

on  their  uft.    I  wi(h  they  may  aid  your  hearing, 

and  eafe  your  old  age.    Could  I  rcftore  you  to 

youth,  I  would ;  but  that  is  a  thing  which  for- 

J)afles  my  power. 

I  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart. 

FREDERIC. 


r 
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X-  E  T   T   E   R      CCXXI, 


t     t  9 


From  General  FouqueU 

J  J  R  E9  Bnmdentnitg,  Jkaoary  12,  17^ 

vVERE  my  recovery  poffible,  I  ccr* 
tainly  might  exp^  ij:  from  the  goodnefs  of  your 
niajefty^  I  moft  humbly  return  you  thanks,  fire, 
for  the  inftrumcws  which  ypu  bavefent  me,  the 
two  largeft  of  which  produced  their  efFedt.  I 
will  prove  them  to-morrow  at  church,  where  I 
will  pray  for  the  profperity  of  my  auguft  bene- 


I  am>  &C. 


L.  M.  FOpQJJET^ 


I-   E   T    T    E   Jl     CCXXIl. 

From  Ceifefal  FouqUet. 

8 1  E  Ef  >    Bnmdenborg,  September  5,  17^ 

• 

Permit  me  to  mention  the  part  I  take 
in  your  happy  return  from  Silefia,  and  in  there- 
ixtarkable  vifit  which  you  have  juft  received  from 
his  imperial  majefty  at  Neifs ;  an  event  that  will 
ever  remain  memorable  in  your  hiftory,  I  wiflu 


38S  >6stduM0^i   Wokit^ 

lire,  the  whole  may  have  tenninated  to  your  totfi 
jefty's  fatisfadion ;  and  that  this  monarchy  de» 
firous  of  inftruftion,  while  he  renders  jufiice  to 
your  military  talents^  may  not  wUh  hereafter  to 

*  • 

profit  by  the  leflbns  he  has  juft  received^  after 
the  example  of  the  Ruffiatis^  by  pradtifing  them 
againft  his  ma(ler« 


I  am^  icCk 


L.  M.  FOUC^Et. 


mm 


LETTER      CCXXIII. 
Prom  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  I^IEND,  Sq>tcmbcr  7,  t^6g. 

X  A  M  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  part 
you  take  in  the  vifit  I  have  received. 

The  young  emperor  is  a  prince  full  of  merit 
and  ambition.  He  (hewed  every  mark  of  fiiend- 
(hip,  equal  to  what  any  one  of  my  neareft  rela- 
tions could  have  conceived  for  me. 

He  even  told  me  he  never  intended  to  mike 
Mfe,  either  againft  me  or  my  family,  of  any  know- 
ledge he  might  acquire  among  u$. 

He  left  me  well  fatisfied ;  and  has  invited  me 
next  year  to  vifit  him,  which  I  have  promifed  to 
do^  as  it  was  but  juft  I  (houM. 

Your  regiment  has  agaia  been  fouod  in  fine 
3  and 


e  Q  S  R  V  S  P  O  K  D  1  If  C  !•  3^9* 

and  excellent  order.  Thefe  troops  are  all  ia 
fuch  good  condition  that  nothing  further  can  be 
defired  for  them^  their  prefervation  excepted .  In 
a  word,  I  have  every  reafon  to  ^e  fatisfied  with 
Hiyjoximey. 

I  fend  yQu  fome  fruits  from  my  orchard ;  for 
at  oiar  age,  my  dear  friend,  we  can  only  culti- 
vate our  gardens. 

I  embrace  you  from  the  bottoni  of  my  heart, 
^[iffiiring  you  that  I  am  wholly  yours. 

FREDERIC, 


J^   E    T    T    E    R       CCXXIV, 
From  General  Fouquet. 

9  I R  ^  Brandenburg,  September  8,  1769. 

^  ^  M  delighted  to  learn,  from  your  gra- 
fious  letter,  that  you  are  fatisfied>with  the  vifit 
of  his  Impeiial  majefty,  and  with  your  whole 
journey,  I  have  nothing  more  to  wifti,. except 
to  know  that  you  are  always  in  good  health,  at 
hearing  )yhich  nothing  can  equal  the  confolation 
I  feel. 

I  return  your  majefty  thanks  for  die  excel- 
}ent  fruit  which  you  havf  had  the  goodnefs  to 
l^adme. 

L.  M.  FOUQUET. 


^«         f  osTKuMaoi  tMibt)ci« 


! 


i-  * 


Let  t  e  r    ccxxv; 

*  * 

From  the  JKing^ 

MY  DEAR  PRIfiNDt  December  29,  1769;^ 

I  SEND  you  a  Chriftmas  gift  of  my 
porcelain  manufaftorjr.  The  progrefs  of  the  ar- 
tifts  is  vifible.  I  hope  it  will  give  you  fome  pka« 
fure^  for  this  is  what  I  mean ;  loving  you  as  I 
do^  and  confide^ng  you  as  a  true  knight^  and  zs 
tfec  oldeft  of  tny  friends. 

I  amj  body  and  fouii  wholly  yours. 

FREDERIC. 


LETTER     CCXXVI. 

From  General  Fouquet. 

SIRE,  Brandetibin^,  Decraber  191  17^91 

I,  ,       .  .      ,    > 

RETURN  your  majefty  thanks  for 

the  Chriflinas  gift  you  have  had  the  bounty  to 

fend  nae.    The  beauty  of  your  porcelain  con* 

tinually  increalies ;  and  I  cannot  but  think  it  has 

attained  the  utitooft  degree  of  perfeftion,  as  well 

in  excellence  of  defign  as  in  whitenefs. 

7  the 
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The  thing  which  mod  affe6ts  me  i$  the  gra- 
cious recoHedion  of  your  majefty;  and  chat  which 
I  moil  ardently  wUh  is  your  perfeft  healthy  and 
the  pref^rvation  of  your  auguft  perfon. 

I  am^  &c. 

L.  M.  FpUQUET* 


LETTER       CCXXVIL 

Frm  the  King. 

m  DEAR  FRIEND,  "^^rSJH;^:^'^ 

1  SEND  you  fome  old  Hungarian  wine, 
to  give  yqu  pleafure,  on  the  fame  day  on  which, 
thirty  years  ago,  you  were  fo  cruelly  wounded 
by.  our  enemies. 

I  have  had  the  gout,  which  has  this  time  very 
ill  treated  me,  by  three  fucceflive  fits  in  b^th 
my  leg?  and  knees  j  but  I  now  think  no  more  .of 
it. 

We  prqceed  with  oi:<r  difcipline  nurvelloufly 
well.  I  Jfhall  continue  my  old  train  as  long  as  I 
can  draw  breath. 

May  your  health  be  as  good  as  I  with  it  to 

be ;  and  may  you  remain  perfuoded  of  the  in* 

finite  tendemefs  and  efteem  by  which  I  am  pej;- 

fooally  attached  to  you  I 

FREDERIC. 

G  c  4 


59^  PpSTHUMQlTS     WQKKS^ 


LETTER     CCXXVIII. 
From  General  FouqueP. 

8  I  |t  E,  Brandenburg,  l/bj  7,  177^ 

I  RETURN  you  thanks  for  the  old  Hun- 
garian wine  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs 
to  fend  me,  with  which  to  celebrate  the  day  of 
the  ^battle  of  Prague.  It  has  been  a  reftorativc 
to  mej  confidering  that  all  my  faculties  decline. 

The  recovery  of  your  majefty  contributes  to 
mine.  The  painful  experience  you  have  ha4 
has  taught  you  to  remedy  the  evil  by  regimen. 

I  wifli  your  health  may  be  durable,  and  that 
you  may  continue  to  exercife  your  troops  to  thp 
end  of  this  century. 

I  am^  &c. 

L.  M.  FOUQUEX* 


LETTER     CCXXIX. 
Fram  the  King. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND^  December  t^  1770, 

1  SEND  you  a  fmall  token  of  friend(hip 
a|id  remembrance,  which  I  hope  you  will  ac- 
cept, 


ceptj  as  coming  from  your  oldeft  apid  mofl:  faith-t 

ful  friend.    I  wilh  the  new  year  may  taring  yoiv 

back  your  voice^  eye-fight^  and  hearings  tha( 

you  may  continue  to  love  me,  and  that  you  may 

f  emain  perfuaded  of  my  fiiendfliip  and  efteem^ 

Ad^eu, 

FREDERIC, 


LETTER    eexxx. 

from  General  Fpuquet. 

2}  {  R  E,  Brandenburg,  Pecember  28,  1770^ 

1  A  M  fcnfibly  affcded  by  the  reiter^ed 
remembrance  of  your  majefty ;  and  my  regret, 
at  not  being  able  worthily  to  acknowledge  ia 
many  favours,  is  extreme.     The  only  returns  I 
(an  make  confift  in  the  moll  fincere  good  ^yifhes, 
|md  afluranCes  that  your  happinefs  is  my  folt 
confolation  and  relief  under  my  infirmities,  which 
continue  to  increafe,  and  in  which  I  have  no 
reafon  to  hope  for  any  change. 
-    I  return  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for  the  beau- 
tiful porcelain  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs 
to  fend  me,  and  which  furpafles  every  thing  of 
^e  kind  I  have  ever  feen. 
I  am>  &Ct 

L.  M.  FOUQUET.. 


L  E  t   f  E  R     CCXXXI. 

Frm  Oeneral  Fwquet. 

g  I  K.  ]p,  Brandenburg,  September  «Jj  X77'* 

Permit  me  to  declare  the  fatisfaftion  I 
feel  in  your  happy  return  from  Silefia,  wilhing 
with  all  my  heart  to  hear  you  are  in  perfeft 
health,  and  that  your  majcfty  is  fatisficd  wiA 

your  journey. 

I  return  ydu  thanks,  fire,  for  the  excellent 
fruit  which  has  been  fent  me,  by  your  orders^ 
during  your  abfence* 

I  am.  &c. 

^  L.  M,  FOUQUET. 


mmmmmmmmmm» 


L  E   T   T   E  H      CCXXXII. 

prim  the  King* 
MY  PEAR  FRIEND, 

I  A  M  glad  to  find  Ae  fruits  wttt  a^ee- 
ablfc  to  you ;  with  tins  intention  they  were  fent, 
and  likewife  becaufe  I  imagined  Brandenburg 
did  not  furnilh  much  fruit  this  year. 

I  am  returned  from  Silefia,  wbere  I  found 

much 
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much  work  had  been  done*  but  where  however 
ftill  many  things  remain  to  do. 

Your  regiment  begins  to  aflbme  a  moft  ex- 
cdlent  4ppearapce.  But  I  will  not  fpeak  to  yot| 
on  the  fubjeft,  becaufe^  under  your  prefent  inT 
firmities,  it  would  but  lead  to  regreti  and  feel^ 
ings  which  I  with  not  to  excite. 

Adieu^  my  dear  firiend.  Take  good  care  of 
your  healthy  love  me  ever^  and  be  perfuaded 
that^  as  I  am  the  oldefl^  fo  am  I  likewife  the 
mod  faithful  of  your  friends. 

FREDERIC 

>  'I 


Cifneral  fovQSRT^ 


I. 


AN 


S        S        A        Y 


ON 


GERMAN    LITERATURE^ 

ITS  DEFECTS,  THEIR  CAUSES, 

AND 

THE  MEANS  BY  WHICH  THET  MAY 

BE  CORRECTED. 


t 


E        S        S  .     A        y 


ON 


GERMAN    literature; 


YOU  are  aftoniihed>  fir^  to  find  I  am  not 
of  your  opinion ;  and  that  I  do  not  ap« 
pUvd  the  progrefs  which,  according  to  you,  is 
daily  ma^e  in  German  literature.  My  lave  to 
Qur  cpmmon  country  is  not  lefs  than  yours;  , 
but,  for  this  very  reafon,  I  am  moft  c^refiil  not 
to  praife  it;,  before  praife  (hall  be  merited  :  that 
vould  but  be  to  procliim  viftory  in  the  very 
Veat  luxd  doubtful  nioment  of  battle.  I  wait 
;ill  the  eoemy  Ih^U  have  fled  the  field,  that  the 
truth  of  my  appUufe  may  be  equal  to  its  fia* 
cerity. ' 

You  Icnow  that,  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
opinions  are  free.    You  confider  dbjeds  under 

one  point  of  view,  J  under  another.     Suffer 

me 


466  (b&TtttJtiots   wORki; 

tne  therefore  to  explain  myfelf^  that  I  mxf  tell 
you  what  my  opinion  is ;  and  what  are  my  ideas 
concerning  literature^  ancient  and  modern^  ad 
well  with  refpcft  to  languages,  as  to  knowledge 
and  tafte. 

I  begin  with  Greece,  which  may  be  called  the 
cradle  of  the  fine  arts.  The  Greeks  fpoke  the 
mod  harmonious  language  that  ever  exiiled. 

# 

Their  firfl  theologians,  as  well  as  their  firft  hide* 
rians,  were  poets ;  and  to  poets  werfi  they  in- 
debted for  the  fortunate  beatities  of  their  lan- 
guagt ;  for  they  created  numerous  pidurefque 
ezpreffions,  and  taught  their  fucceflbrs  to  es- 
prefs  thcmfelves  with  decency,  politenefs,  and 
elegance. 

From  Athens  1  pafs  to  Rome.  Here  I  find 
a  republic  that  long  contended  widi  its  neigh- 
bours, combating  for  fame  and  empire.  Every 
thing  in  this  government  was  flxength  and  vi- 
gour ;  nor  was  it  till  after  the  Romans  had  fub« 
dued  their  rival,  Carthage,  that  they  acquired  sL 
tafte  for  fcience.  The  great  Scipio,  the  fiiend 
of  Lelius  and  Poly bius,  was  the  firft  Roman  who 
protefted  literature.  Next  came  the  Gracchi ; 
after  them  Antony,  and  Craffus,  two  orator^ 
that  were  famous  in  their  age.  At  length  the 
language,  flyle,  and  eloquence  of  Rome  attained 
full  perfection,  during  the  times  of  Cicen^ 

Hortenfiusj 


Mortenfius,  and  thofc  men  of  fupcrior  genius 
who  honoured  the  Auguftan  age. 

This  Ihort  retrofpeft  piftures  to  my  ihind  the 
progrcfs  of  letters.  I  am  convinced  that  an  au*- 
thor  cannot  write  well,  if  the  language  he  fpeaks 
be  not  formed,  be  not  poliflied  j  and  I  perceive 
that  men,  in  all  countries,  begin  with  what  is 
neceffary,  afterward  to  add  what  is  pleafing.  The 
'  Roman  republic  laboured  for  its  own  formation; 
it  fought  for  territory,  which  it  cultivated ;  and 
when,  after  the  Punic  wars,  it  aflumed  a  ftable 
form,  the  love  of  the  arts  was  introduced,  and 
eloquence  and  the  Latin  tongue  attained  per- 
feftion.  But  I  muft  not  negleft  to  obferve  that^ 
from  the  firft  Scipio  to  the  confulfliip  of  TuUy, 
there  was  a  period  of  a  hundred  and  fixty  years. 

Hence  I  conclude  that  the  progrefs  of  ail 
things  is  ilow;  and  that  the  feed  muft  be  planted 
in  .the  ground,  the  tree  muft  take  root,  (hoot 
up,  extend  its  branches,  and  gain  ftrength,  be- 
fore it  can  be  productive  of  flowers  and  fruits. 
According  to  thefe  rules  will  I  proceed  to  exa- 
mine German  literature.  .  That  I  may  with 
juftice  appreciate  what  is  our  prefent  fituation, 
I  crafe  prejudice  from  my  mind ;  fmce  truth 
alone  ought  to  be  my  guide. 

In  Germany  I  find  a  half- barbarous  language, 
which  is  divided  into  as  many  different  dialefts 
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as  the  empire  contains  provinces.  Each  circle 
is  perfuaded  its  own  provincial  fpeech  is  the 
bed.  There  does  not  exift  any  coUedbion  that 
has  acquired  the  fandUon  of  the  nation ^  and  to 
which  an  appeal  is  made  for  a  choice  of  words^ 
and  pbrafes,  that  conftitute  the  purity  of  the  Ian* 
guage.  The  (lyle  written  in  Suabia  is  not  in- 
telligible at  Hamburg ;  and  that  of  Auftria^  in 
Saxony  appears  obfcure.  It  is  therefore  phyfi- 
cally  impoffible  that  an  author,  gifted  with  the 
mod  happy  genius^  (hould  employ  a  language 
fo  unpoliflied,  with  requifite  fuperiority.  If 
Phidias  be  required  to  form  the  Venus  of  Gnida, 
let  him  be  prcfented  with  a  block  of  marble 
free  from  defeat,  and  with  the  moft  excellent 
tools ;  he  then  may  be  fuccefsflil.  No  tools, 
TxO  artift. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  objeded  that  the  republics 
of  Greece  were  as  different,  in  their  idioms,  as 
arc  the  provinces  of  Germany ;  and  it  will  be 
added  that,  even  in  this  age,  the  country  of  each 
Italian  author  is  known  by  his  ftyle,  as  well  as 
the  natives  are  by  their  pronunciation.  Thefc 
are  truths  of  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  doubt ; 
but  they  muft  not  prevent  us  from  attending  to 
fafts,  fuch  as  they  were  in  ancient  Greece,  and 
fuch  as  they  are  in  modern  Italy.  Language 
is  fixed  by  the  writings  of  the  moft  famous 
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^[K)ets,  orators^  and  hiftorians.  The  public,  by 
tacit  convention,  will  adopt  the  turns,  phrafes, 
and  metaphors,  which  their  greatefl  authors 
have  previoufly  employed  in  their  works ;  thefc 
expreflions  become  common,  and  render  lan- 
guage elegant  :  while  they  dignify  they  enrich. 

Let  us  at  prefent  take  a  retrofpeft  of  our  own 
country  :  here  I  liften  to  a  jargon  void  of  charms, 
which  each  utters  according  to  his  caprice ;  no 
choice  of  phrafeology,  the  moft  proper  and 
cxpreflive  words  ncgledcd,  and  the  fenfc  of  the 
whole  fubmerged  in  oceans  of  epifode.  I  feek 
to  difcover  our  Homers,  our  Vifgils,  our  Ana- 
creons,  our  Horace,  Demofthenes,  Cicero,  Thu* 
cydides,  and  Livy;  but  the  relearch  is  vain, 
none  fuch  can  1  find.  Be  we  therefore  fincerc, 
and  confidentially  confefs  that,  hitherto,  the 
belles  lettres  have  not  flouri(hed  in  our  foil. 
Germany  has  poffefled  philofophers,  who  may 
inland  the  equals  of  the  ancients,  nay  even  their 
fuperiors  in  certain  refpefts ;  but  of  thefe  I  (hall 
referve  the  notice  to  a  future  part  of  this  Eflay. 

With  refpeft  to  the  belles  lettres,  let  us  con- 
fefs our  indigence.  All  I  am  able  to  grant  you, 
widiout  defcending  to  be  the  vile  parafite  of  my 
countrymen,  is  to  own  that,  in  the  inferior  ftylc 
of  fables,  we  poffefs  a  Gellert,  who  may  be  ranked 
with  Phasdrus  and  Efop.     The  poems  of  Canitz 
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are  fupportablc ;  not  for  their  diftion,  but  be- 
caufe  they  feebly  imitate  Horace.  Nor  will  I 
emit  the  Idylles  of  G^fner,  which  have  found 
partifans ;  but  I  muft  be  permitted  to  prefer  the 
works  of  Catullus,  Tibullus,  and  Propertius. 

When  I  review  hiftorians,  1  can  cite  none  but 
the  Hiftory  of  Germany,  by  profcflbr  Mafco ; 
and  this  only  as  the  leaft  defedive.      * 

Do  you  wi(h  me  to  fpeak  with  due  finceriry 
<^oncerning  the  merit  of  our  orators  ?  If  fo,  I 
can  mention  none  but  the  celebrated  Quanr, 
of  Koenigfbcrg,  who  has  acquired  the  rare  and 
lingular  talent  of  rendering  his  language  har- 
monious :  and,  to  our  (hame  am  I  obliged  to 
add,  his  merit  has  neither  been  acknowledged 
nor  celebrated.  How  can  it  be  expeded  men 
fhould  exert  themfelves,  to  bring  their  ftudies 
to  perfeftion,  if  fame  be  not  their  reward  ?  To 
the  names  I  have  cited  I  muft  join  that  of  an 
anonymous  writer,  who  has  written  poetry  with- 
out rhime.  The  cadence  and  harmony  of  his 
verfification  was  the  refult  of  a  mixture  of  the 
daftyle  and  the  Tpondee  :  his  language  is  com- 
prehenfive ;  and  my  ear  has  been  agreeably  flat- 
tered by  fonorous  founds,  of  which  I  did  not 
think  our  language  fufceptible.  Hence  I  ven- 
ture to  prefume  that  tliis  kind  of  verfification 
is  that  which,  perhaps,  beft  fuits  our  idiom  ; 

and 
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andthat  it  is  likewife  preferable  to  rhime.  Pro- 
bably a  progrefs  ia  it  would  be  made,  were  fuf- 
ficient  indufljry  exerted  to  attain  perfedion. 

I  will  not  mention  the  German  theatre.  Mel- 
pomene has  been  addrefled  by  brutal  lovers ; 
fome  on  the  ftilts  of  bombaft,  and  others  grovel- 
ing in  the  duft.  All  of  them,  rebellious  to  her 
laws,  incapable  of  interefting  or  affefting,  have 
vainly  facrificed  at  her  altars.  The  lovers  of 
Thalia  have  b^en  more  fortunate,  for  they  have 
at  lead  furni(hed  us  with  one  true  and  original 
comedy:  I  mean  the  Pojizug.  This  piece  is 
a  pifturc  of  our  manners,  and  our  follies,  which 
arc  well  expofed  by  the  poet  on  the  ftage  :  it  is 
excellently  written.  Had  Moliere  chofen  the 
fame  fubjedt,  he  could  not  have  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful. 

I  am  forry  I  cannot  give  you  a  more 
fplcndid  catalogue  of  our  good  produflions.  I 
do  not  accufe  the  nation,  which  is  not  deftitute 
either  of  wit  or  genius  ;  but  it  has  been  retarded 
by  caufes  that  have  prevented  it  from  rifing  at 
the  fame  time  that  neighbouring  nations  have 
rifen.  Let  us  go  back  to  the  revival  of  letters ; 
and  compare  the  fituation  of  Italy,  France,  and 
Germany,  at  the  time  of  this  revolution,  which 
produced  fuch  great  effcfts  on  the  human  under- 
ftanding. 

Dd  3  Italy, 
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Italy,  you  know,  was  their  nurfcry ;  the  hoirfb 
of  Efti  the  family  of  Mcdicis,  and  pope  Leo  X. 
contributed  to  their  progrefs,  by  granting  thttxx 
proteSion.  While  Italy  was  thus  buficd,  Ger- 
many, difturbed  by  her  theologians,  was  di- 
vided into  two  feftions;  each  of  which  fig- 
nalized  itfclf  by  its  hatred  for  the  other,  its 
cnthuiiafm,  and  its  fanaticifm. 

At  this  period,  Francis  I.  thought  proper  to 
emulate  the  glory  of  Italy,  by  contributing  to 
the  reftoration  of  literature.  In  vain  did  he 
weary  himfelf  with  exertions  to  tranfplant  let- 
ters into  France ;  his  labours  were  fruidefs.  The 
monarchy,  exhaufted  by  the  ranfom  of  its  king, 
which  ranfom  it  had  paid  to  Spain,  was  in  a 
ftate  of  languor.  The  wars  of  the  league,  which 
followed  the  death  of  Francis  I.  prevented  the 
citizens  from  applying  themfelves  to  the  fine 
arts.  Nor  was  it  till  toward  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIII.  when  the  wounds  of  civil 
war  had  been  healed,  under  the  adminiftration 
ofcardinal  de  Richelieu,  in  times  which  fevoured 
the  enterprize,  that  the  French  again  reforted  to 
the  projed  of  Francis  I.  The  court  encouraged 
men  of  learning  and  of  wit ;  emulation  was 
excited;  and  foon  after,  under  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV.  Paris  yielded  neither  to  Florence 
nor  Rome. 

Wfaa^ 
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What  paflcd  at  this  period  in  Germany  ?  At 
the  very  time  when  Richelieu  acquired  immor- 
tal glory^  by  polifhing  his  nation,  the  Germans 
were  engaged  in  the  war  of  thirty  years.     Our 
country  was  ravaged,  and  pillaged,  by  twenty 
different  armies;  which,  now  viftorious,  now 
defeated^  carried  defolation  in  their  train.     The 
fields  were  laid  wafte,  and  left  uncultivated  ; 
the    towns  were  almofl    without    inhabitants. 
Scarcely  had  Germany  leifure  to  breathe,  after 
;he  peace  of  Weftphalia.     At  one  time  (he  had 
|o  oppofe  the  forces  of  the  Ottoman  empire^ 
y^hich  then  were  formidable ;  and,  at  another, 
to  refift  the  arms  of  France,  which  encroached 
upon  Germany,  to  extend  the  dominion  of  the 
Gauls.     Can  it  be  fuppofed,  when  the  Turk$ 
l>efieged  Vi?m>a^  or  when  Melac  plundered  the 
Palatinate  j  when  flames  confumed  the  city  and 
the  citizen;  when  the  tombs  even  of  the  dead 
were  violated  by  the  unbridled  fury  of  the  foldier, 
who  drew  the  bodies  of  the  electors  from  their 
graves,  to  acquire  their  wretched  fpoils^-can  it, 
I  fay,  be  believed,  when  diftrafted  mothers  fled 
from  their  |uine4  country,  bearing  their  children, 
fxhaufted  with  hunger,  'm  their  arms,  that  fon- 
ivcts  and  epigrams  were  then  compofed  at  Vien- 
na and  at  Manhein^?  The  mufes  require  peace, 
Security,  and  retirement ;  they  fly  the  abodes  of 
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trouble,  where  all  order  is  fobvcrted*  Thus,  it 
was  not  till  after  the  war  of  the  fuccefflon,  that 
we  began  to  repair  the  ills  which  had  been 
brought  upon  us,  by  fo  many  fucceflivc  calami- 
ties.  The  little  progrefs  we  have  made  muft  noc 
be  attributed  to  the  want  of  underflanding,  or  ge- 
nius, in  the  nation ;  we  muft  blame  a  continua- 
tidn  of  unfavourable  circumftances,  and  thofc 
inceflant  wars  which  have  ruined  and  impo^ 
veriftied  us,  as  well  in  men  as  in  money. 

Let  us  not  lofe  the  clue  of  incidents  ;  let  us 
attend  to  the  conduft  of  our  prcdeceflbrs,  and 
applaud  the  wifdonj  by  which  it  has  been  di- 
refted  :  they  afted  precifely  as  was  requifitc,  in 
their  then  fituation.  They  began  by  applying 
themfelves  to  rural  oeconomy,  that  they  might 
reftore  land  to  its  proper  value ;-  which,  for  wane 
of  labourers,  had  remained  uncultivated.  They 
rebuilt  their  ruined  abodes;  they  encouraged 
the  propagation  of  the  fpecies;  they  applied 
themfelves  to  clear  lands  that  had  run  to  wafte ; 
and  increafing  population  gave  birth  to  indtiftry» 
Luxury  has  even  been  introduced ;  luxury,  thd 
fcourge  of  fmall  ftates,  and  the  increafe  of  ciN 
culation  in  great.  In  fine,  travel,  at  prefent, 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  Germany,  and  yo« 
will  every  where  find  fmall  towns  become  flourift* 
ing  cities.    Here  is  Munfter  j  farther  off  is  Caft 
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fd :  now  you  eome  to  Drefden,  and  prefeivrly 
to  Gera.  Pafs  through  Ffanconia  and  you  will 
meet  wichWiiizburg  and  Niirnbefg;  approach 
the  Rhine  and  you  will  pafs  through  Fulda,  and 
Frankfort  on  the  Main,  on  your  road  to  Man- 
heim,  to  Mentz,  and  to  Bonn.  Each  of  thefe 
cities  prefent,  to  the  furprifed  traveller,  edifices 
which  he  did  not  imagine  he  fliould  have  found 
in  the  depths  of  the  Hercynian  forcfts.  The- 
manly  adlivity  of  our  countrymen  has  not, 
therefore,  been  iDerely  confined  to  the  repara- 
tion of  loffes,  occafioned  by  paft  affliftion^  but 
has  afpired  more  high ;  it  has  brought  that  to 
perfeftion  which  was  but  iketchcd  by  our  an- 
ccftors. 

Since  thefe  advantageous  changes  have  bcca  ' 
proiiuced,  we  perceive  the  increafe  of  plenty. 
The  lower  orders  of  the  people  do  not  languiQi 
in  (hameful  degradation;  and  fathers  now  can 
nflford  to  give  their  children  inftruftion.  Thefe 
are  the  firft  fruits  of  the  fortunate  revolution 
which  we  have  reafo^i  to  exped ;  the  (hackles 
which  oppreflcd  the  genius  of  o^r  progenitor^ 
are  broken,  and  dcftroyed  ;  and  we  already  dif- 
cover  the  feeds  of  noble  emulation,  fprouting  in 
nU  minds.  We  blufti  to  perceive  that,  in  cer- 
tain- refpefts,  we  are  not  the  equals  of  our  neigh- 
bours ;  we  are  arduous  to  recover,  by  indefati-. 
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gable  labour,  that  time  which,  by  difaller,  w^ 
have  loft ;  and,  in  general,  the  national  tafte  is 
fo  determined,  in  the  purfuit  of  whatever  caa 
dignify  our  country,  that,  with  fuch  propeniitiesj 
it  is  almoft  certain  (he  mufes  will  introduce  us^ 
in  our  turn,  to  th«  temple  of  Fame. 

Let  us  therefore  examine  what  is  further  to 
be  done,  that  we  may  root  from  our  country 
thofe  remains  of  barbarifm  which  ftil]  are  there; 
and  that  we  may  accelerate  the  very  defirablc 
progrefs,  which  our  countrymen  afpirc  fo  ar- 
dendy  to  make.    I  have  already  faid  we  mufl; 
begin  by  the  improveipent  of  the   laqguage. 
Rough  as  it  is  at  prefent,  and  ^ranting  polift^i 
this  is  a  work  that  muft  be  performed  by  abl^ 
bands.     Perfpicuity  is  the  firft  rqlQ  which  thofe 
who   write  and  fpeak   ought  to  fix   in  their 
minds ;  for  it  is  requifite  that  they  (hould  paint 
their  thoughts,   and   by  words  exprefs  ideas^ 
What  are  thoughts  the  moft  juft,  nervous,  or 
brilliant,  if  they  are  not  rendered  intelligible  A 
Many  of  our  authors  indulge  themfelves  in  a 
diffufe  ftylc;  they  heap  parcnthelis  upon  paren* 
thefis;  and  you  will  very  often  not  come  to  the 
verb,  pn  which  the  fenfe  of  the  wTiole  phrafo 
depends,  till  after  having  read  an  entire  page, 
Nodiing  can  be  more  detrimental  to  perfpicuity, 
^d  the  conftru^ion  of  language,  than  thi;  prac^ 
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^cc.  Such  writers  arc  not  full,  not  flowing,  but 
carelefs  and  indolent.  The  enigma  of  the  Sphinjf 
might  fooner  be  divined  than  their  meaning. 

Another  caufe,  which  is  as  injurious  to  the 
progrcfs  of  literature  as  the  vices  with  which  I 
reproach  our  language,  and  the  ftyle  of  our 
writers,  is  the  defeds  of  our  education.     Thp 
Germans  have  been  accufed  of  pedantry,  be- 
oaufe  we  have  a  multitude  of  trifling,  duU 
commentators.     To  wafti  away  this  flain,  we 
begin  to  neglcft  the  ftudy  of  the  learned  lan- 
guages ;  ai^d,  that  we  may  not  become  pedants^ 
we  are  in  danger  of  becoming  fuperficial.    Few 
of  our  literati  can  read  the  claflical  authon^ 
Greek  and  Latin,  without  difficulty.     Thofc 
who  wifli  to  form  their  ears  to  harmony,  by  the 
poetry  of  Homer^i  ought  to  be  able  to  read  Ho- 
mer with  eafe,  and  without  the  aid  of  a  di£tionary« 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Demofthenes,  Ariftotle, 
Thucydides,  and  Plato.    A  familiar  knowledge 
of  the  Latin  writers  is  equally  requifite.     Our 
youth  at  prefent  apply  themfelves   but  little, 
if  at  all,  to  Greek ;  and  few  of  them  are  fuf* 
ficiently  acquainted  with  the  Latin,  to  make  an 
indifferent  tranflation  of  the  works  of  the  grptf 
men  who  honoured  the  Auguftan  age.    Thefc 
however  are  the  fruitful  fources  from  which  the 
lulians,  French,  and  Englifli,  our  predeceflors, 
3  have 
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have  drawn  their  knowledge ;  they  have,  to  die 
beft  of  their  power,  formed  thcmfelves  accord- 
ing to  tbefe  great  models;  their  manner  of 
thinking  (they  have  adopted ;  and,  while  they 
have  admired  the  fublime  beauties  which  recur 
fb  inceflantly  in  the  works  of  the  anciei>cs,  they 
have  not  neglefted  to  remark  their  dcfeds. 
Such  remarks  are  neceflary,  and  never  ou^^ 
we  to  abandon  ourfelves  to  blind  adi^latiog. 
Thefe  happy  times,  which  the  Italians,. French, 
and  Englifli  have  enjoyed  before  us,  begin  ^t 
prcfent  fenfibly  to  decline*  The  public  has 
been  fatiated  with  the  mafterly  works  that  have 
j^ppeared ;  knowledge,  by  being  more  expand- 
ed, isiield  in  lefs  efleem.  In  fine>  thefe  naDons^' 
linking  themfelves  in  po0e/fioQ  of  the  fame 
which  their  authors  have  acquired  them,  now 
dumber  on  their  laurels.  But  I  know  oot  how 
it  has  happened  that  I  have  thus  digrefled,  and 
wandered  from  my  fubjed.  Let  us  return  to 
ourfelves,  and  continue  to  examine  what  are  the 
prefent  defeAs  of  our  education. 

I  think  I  remark  that  the  fraall  number  of 
good  and  able  teachers  who  are  to  be  met  with, 
is  unequal  to  the  wants  c£  our  feminaries ;  of 
which  we  have  many,  and  which  all  require  fuch 
provifion.  If  the  teacher  be  a  pedant,  his  tri- 
fling mind  will  dwell  on  trifles,  and  negleA  what 

is 
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is  eflential.    Diffufivc,  dull,  and  never  cwdifig, 
unmeaning  in  inftruftion,   fuch  mafters  weary 
the  pupil,  and  infpire  a  difguft  for  ftudy*  Other 
profeflbrs  confider  their  employment  merely  as 
a  mercenary  office ;  whether  their  fcholars  do, 
or  do  not,  profit  by  what  they  are  taught,  is  to 
them  indifferent,  provided  their  falaries  be  duly 
paid :  and  this   evil  is  ftill  increafed,  Ihould 
they  happen  themfelves  to  be  deftitute  of  know- 
ledge.    What  indeed  can  thofe  teach  who  no- 
thing know  ?  God  forbid  there  (hould  not  be 
exceptions  to  the  rule,  arid  that  able  profeflbrs 
fliould  not  ftill  be  to  be  found  in  Germany  ! 
This  I  am  far  from  denying.     My  only  and  ar- 
dent widi  is  that  their  number  may  be  increafeJ. 
WTiat  might  I  not  objeft  to  the  vicious  me- 
thod which  mafters  employ,  in  teaching  their 
fcholars   grammar,  logic,  rhetoric,   and  other 
branches  of  education  ?    How  can  they  form 
the  minds  of  their  fcholars,  if  they  themfelves 
be  unable  to  difcriminate  between  the  good 
and  the  indifferent,  the  indifferent  and  the  bad; 
if  they  confound  the  diffufe  with  the  flowing, 
the  trivial   and   the   vulgar  with  the   fimple, 
negligent  and  defeftive  pTofe  with  eafe,   arid 
bombaft  with  the  fublime  ?  Or  what,  if  they  da 
not  carefully  corredl  the  themes  of  the  ftudents ; 
and,  while  they  correft,   if  they  do  nor  take* 

care 
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care  not  to  difcourage^  but  induftribufly  to  ih^ 
culcatc  thofc  rules  which  ought  never  to  be  for* 
gotten^  in  compofition  ?  The  (ame  may  be  faid 
of  the  propriety  of  metaphors.  I  remember,  in 
my  youth,  to  have  read,  in  an  epifUe  dedicated 
by  profcflbr  Heineccius  to  a  queen,  the  follow- 
ing beautiftil  phrafe— ^*  IbrQ  majeft'dt  glaanzen 
•*  wie  ein  karbunkel  am  finger  derjitzingen  zeit  /'* 
tliat  is  —  "  Tour  majefty  Jbines  like  a  carbuncle 
6n  tbe  finger  $f  tbe  frejent  ageV*  Can  any  thmg 
be  more  ridiculous?  Why  a  carbuncle?  Has 
the  prefent  age  a  finger  ?  Time  indeed  is  figu- 
ratively depifted  with  wings,  becaufe  time  in- 
ceflantly  flies ;  with  an  hour-glafs,  becaufe  hours 
fucceed  each  other ;  and  is  armed  with  a  fcythe, 
to  fignify  that  he  mows  down  all  beings  like 

grafs.  When  profeflbrs  thus  exprefs  themfelves, 
in  a  (lyle  that  is  as  mean  as  it  is  ridiculous,  what 
can  be  expefted  from  their  fcholars  ? 

^et  us  defcend  to  the  lower  claflis  of  the  uni- 
verfities,  and  examine  them  with  equal  impar- 
tiality. The  defed  which  appears  to  me  the  moft 

• 

prominent  is,  that  there  is  no  general  method  by 
which  to  teach  the  fciences.  Each  profeffor  forms 
a  method  of  his  own.  My  opinion  is,  that  an 
excellent  one  ought  to  be  formed,  and  that  one 
uni^veifally  introduced.  But  what  is  the  prefent 
praftiqe  ?  A  profeffor,  in  civil  law  for  example, 

has 
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has  fome  favourite  authors,  and  authorities,  on 
which  he  commentates;  and  to  thefe  he  con- 
fines himfelf,  without  mentioning  other  authors 
that  have  written  on  civil  law.  He  vaunts  of 
the  dignity  of  his  art,  that  he  may  increafe  the 
value  of  his  individual  knowledge.  If  his  lef- 
fons  be  obfcure,  he  imagines  h6  is  himfelf  an 
pracle.  He  declaims  on  tlie  laws  of  Memphis, 
when  the  provincial  precedents  of  Ofnabruck 
are  in  queftion ;  and  inculcates  the  laws  of  Mi- 
nos to  a  bachelor  of  St.  Gall. 

The  philofopher  has  his  favourite  fyftem,  to 
which  he,  in  much  the  fame  manner,  adheres. 
His  fcholars  leave  their  college  with  their 
minds  loaded  with  prejudice;  they  have  ex- 
amined but  a  fmall  part  of  human  opinions; 
they  are  not  acquainted  either  with  all  their  er- 
rors or  all  their  abfurdities. 

« 

On  medicine  my  opinion  is  not  yet  decided, 
whether  it  be  an  art  or  be  not ;  but  I  am  per- 
feftly  perfuaded  that  no  man  has  the  power  to 
create  a  new  ftomach,  new  veins,  or  new  intef- 
tines,  when  thefe  eflential  parts  of  living  exif- 
teace  are  vitiated;  and  I  ferioufly  advife  my 
friends,  when  ill,  rather  to  fend  for  a  phyfician 
who  has  peopled  more  than  one  church- yard, 
than  for  a  young  pupil  of  Hoffmann,  or  of  Boer- 
faaave,  who  has  not  yet  killed  man  or  woman. 

Ihavc 
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I  have  no  reproof  for  the  teachers  of  geome- 
try ;  this  is  the  only  fcience  which  has  not  pro- 
duced fedaries,  and  which  is  founded  on  analy- 
fis,  fyntfecfis,  and  calculation.  Mathematics  is 
buficd  only  concerning  palpable  truths ;  the  me- 
thod of  te^hing  is  therefore  the  fame  in  all 
countries. 

1  {hall,  in  like  manner,  be  repeftfully  fiknt 
with  regard  to  theology.  This,  it  is  faid,  is  a 
divine  fcience  j  and  its  holy  veffels  muft  not  be 
touched  by  the  hands  of  the  profane. 

I  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  a(9t  witli  lefs  cir- 
tumfpedion  relative  to  the  profeflbrsof  hiftory; 
and  to  fubmit  fome  fmall  doubts  to  their  exami- 
nation. I  venture  to  aft.  them  whether  the  ftudy 
of  chronology  be  the  moft  ufefol  branch  of  hif- 
tory ?  Whether  it  be  an  unpardonable  fault  to 
miftake  the  year  in  which  Belus  died ;  the  day 
on  which  the  horfe  of  Darius,  by  neighing,  raif- 
cd  his  mafter  to  the  throne  of  Perfia  ;  and  the 
hour  in  which  the  Golden  Bull  was  publilhed ;  or 
whether  it  be  a  matter  of  infinite  importance  that 
it  was  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  of  four  in 
the  afternoon  ?  For  myfelf,  i  am  fatisficd  to 
know  what  are  the  contents  of  the  Golden  Bull ; 
and  that  this  bull  was  promulgated  in  the  year 
1356.  I  do  not,  by  this*,  mean  to  plead  for  hif- 
lorians  who  are  guilty  of  anachronrfms  j  but  I 
6  fliould 
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(hould  certainly  be  more  indulgent  to  miftakes 
of  that  nature,  than  to  errors  of  greater  confc-» 
quence;  fuch  ais  ftating  fefts  confiifedly;  not 
developing  caufes,  and  their  effcfts,  with  per- 
fpicuity ;  neglefting  method,  and  heavily  dwel- 
ling on  trifles,  while  they  fcarcely  notice  eVcnts 
the  moft  eflential.  v 

My  opinion  is  much  the  i&me  concerning 
heraldry ;  nor  do  I  think  that  a  man  of  letters 
ought  to  be  ftoned  to  death,  becaiife  he  has  been 
Unable  to  unravel  the  genealogy  of  Siint  He- 
lena, the  mother  of  the  empeiDr  Conftantine ;  or 
of  Hildegarde,  the  wife  of  the  miftrefs  of  Char- 
lemagne. What  is  neceflary  to  be  known  only 
fliould  be  taught;  the  reft  (hould  remain  ne- 
gledlcd. 

My  cenfures  may  perhaps  bfe  thought  too  fe» 
vcre.  As  nothing  in  this  world  is  perfeft,  you 
will  thence  conclude  that  our  language,  our  col- 
leges, and  our  univerfitieis,  muft  be  imperfeA 
likewife.  You  will  add,  that  it  is  eafy  to  criti- 
cife,  difficult  to  perform;  and  that  therefore, 
in  order  to  do  better,  it  is  neceflary  thofe  rules 
fliould  be  pointed  out,  which  ought  to  be  followed. 
This  fatisf^dkion,  fir,  I  am  difpofed  to  give  you* 
1  am  perfuadcd  that,  if  other  nations  have  ap- 
proached perfedion,  the  fame  means  are  open 
to  us,  and  that  we  hav«  only  lo  employ  thofe 

VOL.  xni.  £  e  means. 
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means.  I  have  long^  in  my  moments  of  leifure^ 
been  accuftomcd  to  rcfleft  on  thefc  fubjeAs ;  fo 
that  they  are  fufficiently  prcfent  to  my  imagi- 
nation, to  enable  me  to  commit  them  to  paper, 
and  fubmic  diem  to  your  judgment.  I  make  no 
preceniron  to  infallibility* 

Let  us  begin  with  the  German  language, 
which  I  accufe  of  being  difficult  to  manage,  not 
ftifficiently  fonorous>  diffufe,  and  deficient  in  that 
abundance  of  metaphors  and  figures,  which  arc 
fo  neceflary  to  fupply  the  writer  with  new  turns, 
and  impart  elegance  to  poliftied  fpeech.  That 
we  may  difcover  the  road  we  ought  to  travel,  to 
arrive  at  this  goal,  let  us  examine  the  road  which 
our  neighbours  have  previoufly  travelled,  to  at- 
tain the  fame  purpofe.  In  the  time  of  Charle- 
magne, the  Italians  /poke  a  barbarous  jargon  ; 
a  mixture  of  wordi  introduced  by  the  Huns  and 
Lombards,  with  fome  Latin  phrafes,  but  fuch 
as  would  have  been  unintelligible  to  the  ears  of 
Cicero,  or  of  Virgil.  This  dialed  remained  in 
the  lame  ftate,  during  the  barbarous  ages  that 
fucceeded.  At  length,  Dante  appeared;  his 
poetry  charmed  his  readers;  and  the  Italians  be- 
^m  to  imagine  their  langtiage  might  become 
the  fucceffor  of  that  of  the  conquerors  of  the 
world.  A  little  before,  and  during  the  revival 
of  letters,  Petrarch,  Arioftp,  Sannazar,  and  car- 
dinal 


dinal  Bembo  flourUhed.  It  was  the  genius  of 
thcfe  renowned  writers  that  principally  contri- 
buted to  fix  the  Italian  language.  About  the 
fame  time  we  find  the  ac^emy  de  la  Crufca  was 
formed,  which  watched  over  the  prefervation 
and  the  purity  of  ftyle. 

1  (hall  now  revert  to  France;  where  I  find  that^ 
at  the  court  of  Francis  I.  a  jargon  was  fpoken 
which  at  leail  was  as  difcordant  as  our  German 
ilijl  is;  and,  no  offence  to  the  admirers  of  Marot^ 
Rabelais,  and  Montagne,  the  rude  writings  of 
thefe  authors,  deprived  of  grace,  have  only  ex- 
cited in  me  wearinefs  and  difguft.  Toward 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Malherbc 
appeared,  who  was  the  firft  poet  France  faw ;  or 
rather,  to  fpeak  more  accurately,  was,  as  a  ver« 
fifier,  lefs  defedtive  than  his  predeceflbrs.  To 
convmce  you  that  he  had  not  brought  his  art  to 
perfedion,  I  need  but  call  to  your  recolle£tion 
the  lines  which  you  know  exifl  in  one  of  his 
odes: 

^  Prendi  ta  foudrCf  Lamsf  (sf  vaf  commi  m  EoHi 

**  Domter  k  dermer  coup  kla  demiere  tite  it  la  rebJBou*.** 

Who  ever  beheld  a  lion  armed  with  thunder  ? 
Fable  has  armed  the  mailer  of  the  gods  with  a 

*  Seize  thy  thunder,  Loub,  and  go,  like  a  Uon,  to  giTe 
tke  laft  blow  to  the  laft  head  of  rebellion* 

E  c  2i  thunder- 
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thunderbok/as  it  likewife  has  the  eagle  by  whidi 
he  is  accompanied  ;  but  thunder  was  never  die 
attribute  of  the  lion. 

Let  us  however  leave  Malberbe^  and  his  in- 
accurate metaphors,  that  we  may  proceed  to 
Comeille,  Racine,  Boileau,  Bofluet,  Flechier, 
Pafcal,  Fcnelon,  Bourfault,  and  Vaugclas,  the 
true  fathers  of  the  French  language.  By  theft 
its  ftyle  has  been  formed,  the  ufc  of  words  fixed, 
the  phrafes  rendered  harmonious,  and  energy 
andftrength  imparted  to  the  obfolete,  barba- 
rous, and  difcordant  jargon  of  their  anceftcK^. 
The  works  of  thefe  men  of  fuperior  genius  were 
sead  with  avidity ;  they  were  imitated  by  thofc 
who  had  the  gift  of  writing ;  and  their  ftyle  and 
tafte  were  diffufed,  and  became  common  to  the 
nation. 

Suffer  me  here  to  paufe  a  moment,  only  to  re- 
mark that,  in  Greece  and  Italy,  as  well  as  in 
France,  poets  were  the'firft  who  rendered  their 
language  flexible  and  harmonious;  and  thus 
prepared  it  for  that  eafe  and  facility  which  are 
fo  necefTary  in  profe. 

We  will  now  tranfport  ourfelves  to  England, 
where  we  (hall  find  a  pidure  fimilar  to  that  which 
I  have  Jketched  of  Italy  and  France.  England 
had  been  fubjugated  by  the  Romans,  the  Sixons, 
the  Danes,  and  finally  by  William  the  Conqueror, 

duke 
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dluke  of  Normandy.  From  this  confufion  of  the 
languages  of  their  conquerors,  with  the  additional 
jargon  which  ftiU  is  fpoken  in  the  principality 
of  Wales,  the  Englifli  tongue  was  formed.  I 
have  no  need  to  inform  you  that,  during  thefe 
barbarous  times,  the  Englifh  language  was  at 
lead  as  rude  as  thofe  which  I  have  fo  lately 
mentioned.  The  revival  of  letters  produced  the 
fame  effeds  on  all  thefe  nations.  Europe  was 
weary  pf  the  abjed  ignorance  in  which  it  had 
crawled  during  fo  niany  ages,  and  parted  for 
knowledge.  England,  ever  jealous  of  France, 
was  emulous  of  her  authors ;  and  as,  in  order  to 
write,  a  language  was  neceffary,  to  the  improve^- 
ment  of  hers  (he  began  to  pay  attention.  That 
the  progrefs  might  be  more  rapid, ,  (he  appro- 
priated to  herfelf,  from  the  Latin,  French,  and 
Italian,  all  words  of  which  Ihe  fuppofed  herfelf 
in  want.  Her  writers  became  famous ;  but  they 
were  unable  to  foften  the  (harp  founds  of  a  Ian- 
guage  which  offends  the  ears  of  foreigners.  Other 
idioms  lofe  by  being  tranllated;   the  Engli.(l> 

only  is  a  gainer  *.     1  recoiled^  qd^  having  been 

• 
m 

*  The  king  knew  nothings  ot  very  little,  of  the  EngUih 
hnguage ;  he  muft  confequently  have  heard  this  c^inion  from 
others,  and  have  taken  it  upon  tmft :  it  is  therefore  the  left 
to  be  wondered  at.  Of  hiffing  ibundi  it  inay  be  Qbfcarvedt  they 

£e  3  are 
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in  company  with  fome  men  of  literature,  when 
it  was  aiked  what  was  the  language  in  which  the 
fcrpent  addrefled  our  firft  mother.  In  Englifli, 
repUed  one  of  the  erudite,  for  ferpents  hifs. 
Take  this  joke  for  as  much  as  it  is  worth. 

After  having  thcwn  how  languages  have  been 
improved  by  other  nations,  you  will  no  doubt 
judge  that,  Ihould  we  employ  the  like  means, 
we  (hould,  in  like  manner,  be  fuccefsful.  We 
muft  therefore  wait  for  great  poets,  and  great 
orators,  to  render  us  this  fervice,  which  we  ought 
not  to  expeft  from  philofophersi  their  attention 
muft  be  direfted  to  the  deftruftion  of  error,  and 
the  difcovery  of  new  truths.  Poets  and  orators 
are  neceffary,  to  enchant  by  their  harmony,  to 
move,  and  to  perfuade.  But  we  cannot  appoint 
the  day  on  which  genius  (hall  take  birth.  Let 
us,  however,   examine  whether  we   may  not 

are  offenfive ;  and  are  at  numerous  iq  the  Englifli  at  In  any 
polifhed  language^  |>erhap8  more  fo«  Sut  other  languages 
are  \)j  no  means  fo  free  from  them  as  this,  now  cpmmon-place, 
remark  would  infinuate.  They  are,  for  inflancey  abundant  in 
the  Frepchy  to  which  their  pronouns  ce^  tette^  cdKr,  &c.  greatly 
contribute.  Examples  innumerable  might  be  cited ;  accept 
the  very  words  in  which  the  king  complains-—**  Mw  ih  ne 
ftirent  aimtdr  eesfons  mgtu^^*  &o. 

Accept  the  following  likewife — "  Mait  iidt  u  ^  ww ,  ^mT 
<«  ct  h  fa  file  de  j^en  charger  t^^-^Numa  PomftBus,  far  M*  de 
florian,  bon  ti.  p.  i  fia,  t£Hoa  de  Didoi^  en  890^  I7&6«    T.. 

make 
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make  fome  progrefs^  by  the  life  of  intermediate 
aid. 

To  render  our  ftyle  laconic^  we  ought  to  re- 
trench every  ufelefs  parenthcfis ;  and,  to  acquire 
energy,  we  (hould  tranflate  thofe  among  the  an- 
cients who  have  expreffed  themfelvcs  with  the 
greateft  force  and  elegance.  From  the  Greeks 
let  us  fcleft  Thucydides  and  Xenophon,  not 
forgetting  the  Poetics  of  Ariftotle.  Let  us  pay 
particular  attention  to  impart  to  Demofthenes 
his  full  vigour.  From  the  Latins  let  us  choofe  the 
Manuel  of  £pi£tetus,  the  thoughts  of  the  em- 
peror Marcus  Aurelius,  the  Commentaries  of 
Caefar,  the  writings  of  Salluft  and  Tacitus,  and 
the  Art  of  Poetry  by  Horace.  The  French  will 
.fumifli  us  with  the  Maxims  of  Rochefouc'ault, 
the  Perfian  Letters,  and  the  Spirit  of  Laws. 
All  the  books  I  have  here  propofed  have,  in 
general,  been  written  in  a  fententious  ftyle,  and 
will  obhge  their  tranfl^tors  to  avoid  indolent 
expreffions,  and  fuperfluous  words.  Our  wri- 
ters would  thus  employ  their  whole  fagacity  in 
contrading  their  phrafeology,  that  their  tranlla- 
tions  might  poflefs  the  ftrength  which  has  been 
fo  much  admired  in  their  originals.  Nor  muft 
they  negleft,  while  in  queft  of  energy,  an  atten- 
tion to  pcrfpicuity.  That  the  latter  may  be 
prefcrved,  the  firft  duty  of  every  writer  is,  that 

E  e  4  he 
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he  (hould  never  depart  from  grammatical  rules  | 
and  that  he  (hould  place  the  verb,  which  (houl4 
govern  the  fentcncc,  fo  that  there  may  be  np 
wabigviity  in  the  fenfe.  Tranflations,  thus  per- 
formed, voul4  remain  a$  models,  from  the  ftudy 
of  which  our  authors  might  form  themfelves.  We 
fhen  might  hope  we  had  followed  the  precept 
which  Horace  gives  in  his  Art  of  Poetry — l^ot 
verta  Uft  pondcra.     ' 

To  foftcn  the  barih  founds  which  are  fo  fre« 
quent  and  fo  common  to  mod  of  the  wprds  of 
our  language,  will  be  more  difficult :  the  ear 
delights  in  vowels,  and  is  (hocked  by  a  fupera- 
bundance  of  confonants,  becaufe  they  are  diffi- 
cult to  pronounce,  and  are  not  fonorous.  Wc 
have  likewife  numerous  aftive  auxiliary  verbs, 
the  laft  fyllables  of  which  difagreeably  expire  in 
the  pronunciation ;  fuch  zs/agitiy  .geben^  nebmen. 
Add  the  letter  a  to  thefe  terminations,  and  make 
Jagena,  gebtnoy  nebmena^  and  the  founds  produced 
would  flatter  the  ear.  But  I  need  not  be  told 
that,  were  the  Emperor  himfelf,  with  his  eight 
eleilors,  in  a  folemn  diet  of  the  Empire,  to  make 
a  law  that  thefe  words  fhould  be  thus  pronounced, 
the  zealous  adherents  to  the  Teutonic  tongue 
would  laugh  at  them  and  their  law,  and  would 
every  where  exclaim,  in  excellent  Latin — C^/ar 
nm  eji  Juper  gr^mmaticos ;  and  the  multitude, 

wh« 
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who  govern  languages  in  all  countries^  would 
continue  to  pronounce  Jagen  and  geben^  as  be- 
fore. The  French  have,  in  pronunciation,  io^'- 
cned  many  words  which  (hopk  th«  ear,  an4 
which  occafioned  the  emperor  Julian  to  fay  that 
the  Gauls  croaked  like  ravens.  The  following 
words  at  that  time  were  proivounced  cro-jo-gent^ 
voi-yai-gent ;  and  are  now  altered  to  croyent^  * 
voyent.  If  not  pleafing,  they  are  at  leaft  not 
difagreeable,  at  prefent ;  and  in  my  opinion  we 
might  take  the  fayne  liberty  with  certain  words* 

There  is  another  vice  which  I  ought  not  to 
forget ;  I  mean  low  and  trivial  fimiles,  feledted 
from  the  jargon  of  the  vulgar.  Here  follows  an 
«ample  of  the  manner  in  which  a  poet  exprefled 
^imfelf,  in  his  dedication  to  I  know  not  what 
patron — ^*  Scbie/s,  gr offer  ginnery  Jchifs  deine 
^^  ftrablfMy  arm  dUk,  nuf  deinm  knecbt  bemiederj* 
. — *'  Expand,  great  patron,  expand  thy  rays, 
f\  thick  as  the  arm,  on  thy  fervant."— What  fay' 
you  to  rays  as  thick  as  the  arm  ?  Ought  we  not 
Jo  have  advifed  this  poet  to  have  learned  to 
jhink,  before  he  undertook  to  write  ?  Let  us  not 
imitate  paupers  who  wifh  to  be  thought  wealthy; 
^c  us  frankly  acknowledge  our  poverty,  that  we 
may  thereby  be  the  more  encouraged  induftri- 
pufly  to  acquire  the  wealth  of  literature,  the 

'  .  poffeffion 
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poflei&on  of  which  will  complete  our  national 

glory- 
After  having  difplayed  the  manner  in  which 

our  language  might  be  formed,  let  me  entreat 

you  to  pay  equal  attention  to  the  meafures  that 

might  be  taken  to  extend  the  fphere  of  our 

knowledge,  and  to  incrcafc  the  facility  and  ufc- 

fulnefs  of  education^  as  well  as  to  form  the  taHc 

of  youth. 

Firft  I  fliould  propofe  a  more  feleft  choice  of 
profeflbrs,  to  fuperintend  the  claffes ;  and  that 
thcfe  profeflbrs  (hould  be  prefcribed  a  more  fagc 
and  judicious  method  of  inftruftion,  by  which 
they  (hould  teach  grammar,  logic,  and  rhetoric. 
I  (hall  add  that  the  induftrious  fcholars  ought  to 
be  diftinguilhed,  and  the  indolent  flightly  dif- 
graced. 

The  beft  treatife  of  logic,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  mod  efficacious,  is,  as  I  believe,  that 
of  M.  Wolf.  This  therefore  the  profefTor  ought 
to  be  obliged  to  teach ;  efpecially  fince  the  work 
of  Batteux  is  not  tranflatcd  ;  nor,  indeed,  is  it 
fuperior  to  the  former. 

With  refpeft  to  rhetoric,  Quintilian  ought 
only  to  be  taught.  Whoever  (hall  ftudy  Quin- 
tilian, and  not  attain  eloquence,  will  never  be 
an  orator.     The  ftylc  of  his  work  is  clear,  and 

contains 
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contains  every  precept,  and  every  rule.  But  it 
wll  be  ncceflary  th^  maftcrs  (hould  carefully  ex- 
amine the  themes  of  pupils,  and  explain  the 
reafons  why  they  correft  the  miftake ;  not  ne* 
gleding  to  praife  the  paflages  in  which  they 
have  been  fuccefsfuL 

Were  teachers  to  follow  the  method  I  pro- 
pofe,  they  would  develope  hidden  merit,  and 
caufe  the  feed  tb  fpring  up  which  nature  has 
•fown ;  they  would  improve  the  judgment  of 
their  fcholars,  by  accuftoming  them  not  to  de- 
cide without  knowing  why,  and  to  draw  juft 

F 

conclufions  from  their  principles.  Rhetoric 
would  render  the  mind  methodical  $  would 
teach  them  to  arrange  their  ideas,  and  to  add 
and  conned  them  with  each  other,  by  tranfitions 
at  once  natural,  imperceptible,  and  happy.  They 
would  learn  to  proportion  the  ftyle  to  the  fub- 
jeft ;  to  ufe  figurative  language  in  proper  places^ 
as  well  to  give  variety  as  to  fcatter  flowers  over 
paflages  that  are  capable  of  cmbellilhmcnt.  Nor 
would  they  employ  mixed  metaphors,  which 
would  but  prefent  confufion  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader.  Rhetoric  would  further  teach  them  to 
feled  fuch  arguments  as  might  bed  be  adapted 
to  the  auditors  whom  they  mean  to  addrefs. 
They  would  learn  to  inlinuate  themfelves  into 
the  heart;  to  plcafe,  to  move,  to  excite  indig- 
nation 
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nation  or  compaflion>  and  to  perfuade^  and 
wreft  univerfal  applaufe  from  tbeir  hearers. 
How  divine  is  that  art  wbich^  by  the  uTe  of 
fpeech  alone>  without  the  aid  of  ftrength  or 
violence,  can  captivate  ail  minds>  reign  over  all 
hearts,  and  can  incite,  in  an  aflembled  multi- 
tude, all  the  paflions  of  which  men  are  fufcep- 
tible! 

Were  good  authors  translated  into  our  lan- 
guage, I  (hould  recommend  reading  of  them* 
as  the  thing  moll  neceflary,  mod  important. 
Thus,  for  example,  nothing  better  could  form 
.  logicians  than  the  Commentary  of  Bayle  on 
Con^ts,  and  on  —  C^n^el  them  to  come  in*. 
Bayle,  according  to  my  feeble  judgment,  is  the 
firfl:  of  the  logicians  of  Europe :  he  not  only 
reafons  with  energy,  and  precifion,  but  is  pecu- 
liarly excellent  in  perceiving,  at  a  glance,  the 
whole  which  a  propoiition  contains;  its  feeble 
and  its  ftrong  fide;  how  it  may  be  maintained, 
and  how  thofe  who  attack  it  may  be  refuted. 
In  his  Diftionary  he  cenfures  Ovid  concerning^ 
the  formation  of  the  chaos;  and  has  there  written 
excellent  articles  on  the  Manicheans,  on  Epicu- 
rus, on  Zoroafter,  &c.     Thefe  all  merit  to  be 
read  and  (ludied ;  and  the  youth  who  (hould 

^  That  is,  on  conftraint  ia  religious  opinions*    T* 

appropriate 


\ 
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appropriate  to  themfelvcs  the  reafoning  powers, 
and  the  ftrong  penetration,  of  this  great  man, 
would  obtain  an  ineftimable  advantage. 

You  will  eafily  divine  the  authors  I  Ihofuld  re- 
commend  to  thofe  who  would  ftudy  eloquence. 
That  they  might  learn  to  facrifice  to  the  Graces, 
I  ftiould  wifli  them  to  read  the  great  poets  j  Ho- 
mer, Virgil,  fome  feleft  odes  of  Horace,  and 
fome  of  the  poem*  of  Anacreon  :  and,  that 
they  might  acquire  an  impaflioned  tafte  for  elo- 
quence, 1  Qiould  put  Dcmofthenes  arid  Cicero 
into  their  hands,  with  ^  wi(h  that  they  (hould  be 
taught  what  are  the  different  merits  of  thefe 
great  orators.  To  th6  firft  nothing  can  be 
added;  from  the  fecond  ftothincr  can  be  re- 
tretiched.  Their  works  ought  to  be  followed 
by  the  beautiful  funeral  orations  of  Bofluet  and 
Flechier,  the  Demollhenes  and  Cicero  of  France; 
and  by  the  little  Caneme  (Lent)  of  MaffiUon, 
which  abounds  in  traits  of  the  moft  fbblime  elo- 
quence. 

•  That  they  might  learn  the  manner  in  which 
hiftory  ought  to  be  written,  I  (hould  wifh  them 
to  read  livy,  Salluft,  and  Tacitus,-  and  that 
dignity  of  ftyle,  and  beauty  of  narrative,  (hould 
be  pointed  out  to  them :  not  neglcfting  to  con- 
demn the  creduKty  with  which  Livy,  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  gives  a  lift  of  miracles,  each  more 
4  .  ridiculous 
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ridiculous  than  its  predeceflbn  Youth  might 
then  perufe  the  Univerfal  Hiflory  of  Boflbec ;  and 
the  Revolutions  of  the  Romans^  by  the  abbe  dc 
Vertot;  to  which  might  be  added  the  Intro- 
dudion  to  the  Hiftory  of  Charles  V.  by  Ro- 
bertfon. 

Thefe  would  be  the  means  to  form  their  tafle, 
tnd  teach  them  how  to  write.  But,  if  the  pro- 
feBbt  himfelf  be  in  want  of  knowledge,  he  would 
(atisfy  himfelf  with  telling  his  pupils — ^^  In  this 
^^paflage  Demdlhenes  employed  the  grand 
^^  oratorical  argument;  here,  and  in  the  greateft 
'^  part  of  the  difcourfe,  he  has  profited  by  the 
*^  inthymmii  this  is  the  apofitvpbey  this  the^^- 
^^/opofaia;  now  we  come  to  the  metapbir,  and 
^^  now  to  the  byp^rhU.*'  All  this  is  right.  But 
ought  not  the  mailer  to  explain  the  beauties 
of  the  author  with  more  perfpicuity?  Should 
he  pafs  over  his  defeds  (for  the  greateft  orators 
have  their  defedts)  he  will  not  have  performed 
his  duty.  I  ftrongly  infift  on  thefe  things,  be- 
caufe  I  require  that  youth  (hould  leave  their  /e- 
minaries  with  clear  ideas i  and,  notfatisfied  with 
having  loaded  the  memory,  that  their  judgments 
(hould  be  induftrioufly  formed,  that  they  may 
learn  to  difcriminate  between  the  good  and  the 
bad ;  and,  when  they  fay  this  delights,  this  of- 
fends me,  that  they  may  be  able  to  give  good 
6  reafons 


ON     GERMAN     L  I  T  £  R  A  T  IT  R  B.       43I 

rcafons  why  they  approve,  and  why  they  re- 
jea. 

To  convince  yourfelf  of  the  little  taftc  which 
has  hitherto  predominated  in  Germany,  you  need 
but  repair  to  the  public  theatres.  There  you 
will  fee  the  abominable  produdions  pf  Shake* 
fpeare  *,  tranflated  into  our  language,  perform- 
ed; while  the  whole  audience  are  dying  with 
pieafure,  as  tliey  liften  to  ridiculous  farces,  wor- 
thy of  the  ravages  of  America.  I  call  them 
thus,  becaufe  they  offend  againft  all  the  rules  of 
the  theatre}  rules  not  in  themfelves  arbitrary; 
rules  that  you  will  find  in  the  Poetics  of  Ariftotle, 
in  which  the  unities  of  time,  place,  and  adion, 
are  prefcribed,  as  the  only  means  of  rendering 
tragedies  afTeding:  whereas,  in  thefe  Englifh 
plays,  the  time  is  protraded  to  the  duration  of 
years.  W^fcf as  probability?  Now  we  behold 
porters  and  grave-diggers,  who  appear  and 
hold  difcouife  worthy  of  themfelves ;  and  after- 
ward enter  princes  and  queens.  How  can  fb 
ilrange  a  mixture  of  grandeur  and  meannefs, 
tragedy  and  farce,  affed  and  pleafe  ?  Shakefpeare 
may  be  pardoned  fuch  caprice,  becaufe  the  birth 
of  the  arts  is  never  their  point  of  perfedion. 

*  Any  vibdfcation  oS  Shakefpeare  would  be  ridiculous ; 
kt  hit  abominableprodu6tiont  vindicate  themfelves.    T. 

But 
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But  here  have  we  a  Gxtz  vtm  Berlicbhgen  ^  wh(f 
makes  his  appearance^  a  deteflable  imitation  of 
thefe  bad  £ngli(h  productions;  and  the  pit  ap«  ^ 
plaudsy  and  enthufiadically  demands  a  repctitioa 
of  fuch  difguftiog  dulnefs.  Tafte,  I  knew^  mufl; 
not  be  difputed.  Permit  me  however  to  obferve> 
that  thofe  who  are  as  much  pleafed  by  rope- 
dancers,  and  puppet-Qiows>  as  by  the  tragedies 
of  Racine,  only  defire  to  kill  time ;  they  prefer 
that  which  fpeaks  to  their  eyes  to  that  which  ap* 
peals  to  the  underftanding ;  and  delight  in  (hows 
more  than  in  the  paiBons  of  the  heart.     Let  us 
return  to  our  fubjeft. 
,  After  having  mentioned  the  lower  clafles,  it 
is  requifite  I  Ihould  aft  with  equal  franknefs 
refpefting  our  univerfities;  and  fliould  propofc 
fuch  improvements  as  appear  to  be  the  mod 
advantageous,  and  the  moft  ufeful,  to  all  who 
will  give  thcmfeives  the  trouble  maturely  to  rc- 
fleft.    It  muft  not  be  imagined  that  the  method 
purfued  by  the  profeffors,  to  teach  the  fcienccs, 
is  a  thing  of  indifference^  *    Should  they   be 
deficient  in  perfpicuity,  their  labour  will  be  loft. 
They  have  their  courfe  of  leftiires  ready  pre- 
pared, to  which  they  add  nothing.    No  one 

*  A  hiTlorical  play  of  great  &me  m  Germany ;  written  by 
M-Goithe,  the  cckbratcd  author  of  the  Sorrows  of  Wcrtcr.  T. 

enquires 
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enquires  whether  thefe  leftures  be  well  or  ill 
written;  and  thus  we  fee  the  little  advantage 
which  is  derived  from  fuch  ftudies.  Few  ftu- 
dents  depart  from  hearing  them,  with  the  know- 
ledge they  ought  to  have  obtained.  My  opi- 
nion is  that  the  rule  which  each  profeffor  ought 
to  follow,  in  his  public  inftruftions,  ought  to 
be  prefcribed.  The  following  is  an  outline  of 
my  meaning.  We  will  throw  geometry  and 
theology  on  one  fide ;  becaufe  nothing  can  be 
added  to  the  demonftration  of  the  firft,  and  be- 
caufe the  popular  opinions,  with  regard  to  the 
fecond,  will  not  admit  of  being  offended. 

I  come  firft  to  philofophy,  and  require  that 
the  courfe  (hould  begin  by  an  exaft  definition 
of  w;hat  is  meant  by  philofophy  ;  that  afterward 
the  moll  diftant  ages  fliould  be  reverted  to,  and 
all  the  different  opinions  which  men  have  main- 
tained, according  to  the  order  of  time  in  which 
they  flourilhed,  and  taught  jbeir  dodtrines, 
(hould  be  related.  Thus,  for  example,  it  will 
not  be  fufficient  to  fay  that  the  fyflem  of  the 
Stoics  taught,  among  other  things,  that  the  hu- 
man foul  was  a  part  of  the  Deity.  However 
fublime  the  idea  may  be,  it  is  requifite  the  pro- 
fcflTor  (hould  remark  it  implies  a  contradiction. 
Becaufe,  were  man  a  part  of  the  Deity,  he  muft 
pofl^efs  infinite  knowledge,  and  this  he  does  not 

VOL.  XIII.  Ff  poffcfs: 
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poflefs :  becaufe,  were  God  and  man  the  fame, 
it  would  prove  that  the  Englifli  god  is  now  at 
war  with  the  god  of  the  French  and  the  Spa» 
hiards ;  that  thefe  various  parts  of  the  Deity  arc 
endeavouring  to  efFed  reciprocal  deftruftion; 
and  thaty  in  fine^  all  the  wickednefs^  aH  the 
crimes,  committed  by  men  would  be  divine 
afts.  How  many  abfurdities  would  not  a  doc- 
trine fo  horrible  admit  f  The  conlequence  is,  it 
is  ^Ife. 

In  examining  the  fyftem  of  Epicurus,  the 
profeffor  ought  piCrticularly  to  dwell  on  the  im- 
paffibility,  which  that  philofopher  attributed  to 
his  gods,  and  which  is  contrary  to  the  divine  na- 
ture.  He  would  not  forget  to  infift  on  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  declination  of  atoms ;  and  on  aH 
which  is  repugnant  to  the  accuracy,  and  con- 
nexion, of  argument. 

He  would  no  doubt  mention  the  Acataleptic 
fcift,  and  the  neccffity  in  which  men  often  are 
of  fufpending  their  judgment,  on  metaphyfical 
fubjefts;  in  which  analogy,  and  experience,  arc 
unable  to  afford  the  clue  that  may  conduft  us 
through  the  labyrinth. 

He  would  afterward  come  to  Galileo,  and 
would  give  a  clear  abftraft  of  his  fyftem.  He 
would  not  fail  to  dwell  on  the  abfurdity  of  the 
Roman  clergy,  who  infifted  that  the  earth  fliould 
'  y  not 
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not  turn  round ;  who  took  infinite  offence  at  the 
Anti{>odcs;  4nd  who,  hpwever  infallible  they 
might  think  dieoifelves^  for  once  IqA  their 
t^uk,  at  the  judgment  fe^t  of  reafon. 

He  would  next  attend  to  Copernicus,  Tycho 
Brahe,  and  the  fyfteqi  of  dxe  vortices.  He  would 
4emon(b:atc,  to  his  auditors,  the  impoffibility  of 
a  plenum^  wliich  muft  oppofe  all  motion;  he 
jKTOuld  demonilrate,  in  defpite  of  Defcartes,  that 
animals  .are  not  machiaes. 

He  would  next  come  t;o  an  abridgment  of  the 
Newtonian  fyftem;  of  the  vacuum,  which  muft 
be  admitted^  without  allowing  it  to  be  affirmed 
that  4C  is^a  jipgation  of  exiftence;  or  that  vacuity 
is  a  being  of  the  nature  of  which  we  cannot  ol>- 
tain  any  prcqife  idea.  This  would  not  prevent 
the  profeffor  from  informing  his  hearers  of  the 
perfect  agreement  that  exifts  between  tliis  fyftem, 
as  calculated  by  Newton,  and  the  phenomena  of 
nature ;  and  that  thus  the  moderns  Kave  been 
obliged  to  admit  of  weight,  of  gravity,  and  of 
the  centripetal  and  centrifugal  powers,  as  of  oc- 
cult properties  in  nature,  which,  till  our  times, 
had  remained  undifcovered. 

It  would  then  be  the  turn  of  Leibnitz,  of  the 
fyftem  of  the  monades,  and  of  that  of  pre-efta- 
bliflied  harmony.  The  profeffor  would  no  doubt 
remark  that,  without  unity,  there  cannot*  be 

F  f  a  number; 
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number;  therefore,  infecablc,  indiviflble  bodies 
mud  be  admitted,  for  the  formation  of  matter. 
He  will  further  obferve  that,  in  idea,  matter 
may  be  infinitely  divided ;  but  that,  in  pradice, 
the  primordial  bodies,  by  being  too  mlnute9 
cfcape  our  fenfes;  and  that  indeftruftablc  pri- 
mordial parts  muft  inevitably  exift,  which  fervc 
as  the  principles  of  the  elements  :  for  nothing 
can  fpring  out  of  nothing;  and  nothing  does  not 
annihilate  itfelf.  The  profeflbr  would  rcprcfent 
the  fyftem  of  pre-eftablifticd  harmony  as  the 
romance  of  a  man  of  genius;  and  would,  no 
doubt,,  add  that  nature  takes  the  (horteft  road 
to  obtain  her  purpofe.  He  would  remark  that 
beings  muft  not  be  multiplied,  without  neceflity. 
Spinofa  would  then  come  under  confideration, 
whom  he  would  refute  without  difficulty,  by  the 
ufe  of  the  fame  arguments  which  he  employed 
againft  the  Stoics.  And,  fliould  he  examine  this 
fyftem  on  the  fide  on  which  it  appears  to  deny 
the  exiftence  of  the  firft  Being,  nothing  would 
be  more  eafy  than  to  reduce  it  to  duft :  e/^ially 
Ihould  he  point  out  the  deftination  of  each  thing, 
and  the  end  for  which  it  was  formed.  All  things, 
even  to  the  vegetation  of  a  blade  of  grafs,  prove 
a  Deity;  and,  if  man  enjoy  a  degree  of  intelli- 
gence, which  he  did  not  give  himfelf,  this  muft 
ftill  more  ftrongly  fliey^  that  the  Being,  of  whom 

he 
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he  holds  all  things^  has  a  mind  infinitely  more 
profound^  and  more  immenfe^  than  the  mind 
beflowed  on  man* 

Our  profeflbr  will  not  leave  Mallebranche  en- 
tirely unnoticed.  While  developiog  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  learned  father  of  the  oratory^  he 
will  (hew  that  the  confequences^  which  naturally 
refult  from  them,  would  bring  us  back  to  the 
doArine  of  the  ^oics^  and  to  the  univerfal  foul, 
of  which  all  animated  beings  are  but  parts.  If 
we  fee  all  things  in  God,  if  our  fenfatiow,  our 
thoughts,  our  wi(hes,  our  will,  emanate  imme* 
diately  from  the  intelledual  operations  of  our  or- 
gans, we  muft  become  no  more  than  machines, 
put  in  motion  by  the  hand  of  the  Deity.  God 
alone  would  remain,  and  man  would  difappear. 

I  flatter  mjrfelf  that,  if  our  good  profeflbr  pof- 
•fefled  common  fenfe,  he  would  not  forget  the 
.fage  Locke;  the  only  one  of  the  metaphyficians 
;who  has  facrificed  imagination  at  the  flirine  of 
reafon;  who  foUpwed  experience  as  far  as  ex- 
^  pericnce  coujd  lead  j  and  who  prudently  fl:opp§d 
.  when  fqrfaken  by  this  guide. 

If  ethic?  be  the  queftion,  the  profcflTor  would 

briefly  djfcourfe  on  Socrates;  would  do  juftice 

to  Marcus  Aurplius;  and  woi^ld  more  amply 

difcufs  the  Offices  of  Gicero,  the  befl  work  on 

morality  that  ever  has  been  or  ever  )yiU  be 

written. 

F  f  3  T^ 


To  pKyficiahs  I  (hall  only  fay  two  words. 
Their  great  care  obght  to  be^  to  accuftom  their 
'pupils  attentively  to  examine  the  fymptoms  of 
difealcs,  that  their  fpecies  may  be  pcrfisdtly  nn- 
derflood.  Symptoihs  are  varidus :  a  rapid  yet 
feeble  pulfe;  a  pulfe  ftrong^  aiid  violent ;  an 
intermitting  pulfe;  a  dry  tongue;  the  look  of 
the  eyes  j  the  nature  of  the  pcrfpiration ;  the  fe^ 
cretions;  that  is,  the  urine  and  the  farces;  from 
ill  which  tndudionfl  might  be  drawn,  on  which 
to  form  a  vague  eftknate>  of  the  kind  of  mara(^ 
mus  which  occafions  the  malady.  Guided  by 
this  knowledge  he  mull  feled  proper  remedies. 
The  profeflbr  mrrfl  carefully  make  his  fcho- 
lars  obferve  the  prodigious  difference  there  is 
between  temperaments,  and  the  attention  which 
this  difference  requires ;  he  mull  teach  them  to 
purfue  the  fame  difeafe  through  various  coufti- 
tutions,  and  muft  principally  infift  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  obfcrVing  how  properly  proportioned  the 
fame  medicine  ought  td  be,  to  the  cotnpetency" 
of  th?  temperaftient  of  the  pitient.  I  dare  not, 
neverthelcfs,  prefume  that,  with  all  thefe  inftruc- 
tions,  the  young  fons  of  Efculapius  will  work 
miracles  :  the  only  advantage  to  the  public. will 
be  that,  there  will  not  be  fo  many  citizens  killed, 

by  the  ignorance,  or  by  the  indolence,  of  phyfi- 
cians. 

For 
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*         * 

For  brevity's  fake,  I  (hall  omit  botany,  chy- 
miftry,  and  philofophic  experiments,  that  I 
may  encounter  the  formidable  profeffor  of  law, 
who  contemplates  me  with  a  rigorous  brow.  X 
Ihall  addrefs  him  thus  :  "  This,  fir,  is  no  Ion- 
^'  ger  the  age  of  words  ;  we  now  are  come  to 
^  -f/  things.  Let  me  requeft,  for  the  public , be- 
J;,^^Ticm^  you  would  deign  to  infufe  a  little 

"  -  ^*'  iefs  pedantry,  and  a  little  more  good  fenfe, 
'^  through  the  profound  leffons  which  you  ima- 
*^  gine  you  inculcate.  It  were  loflj  time,  fir, 
to  teach  a  code  of  nations,  which  would  nof 
be  the  code  of  individuals  j  which  the  pow- 
'^  erful  would  not  refpe6t,  and  from  which  the 
*^  weak  could  derive  no  affiftance.  You  enr 
*^  doftrine  your  fcholars  in  the  laws  of  Minos, 
*^  of  Solon,  of  Lycurgus,  of  the  twelve  tables  of 
*^  Rome,  and  the  Juftinian  code  ^  yet  you  fay 
*^  not  a  word,  or  very  few  wprds,  concerning  the 
^*  laws,  and  cuftoms,  peculiar  to  our  provinces* 
y  To  appeafe  you^^  we  promife  you  to  believe 
*'  that  your  brain  is  compofed  of  the  quintef- 
*^  fence  of  thofe  of  Cujas  ^d  Bartholo,  mixed 
^'  up  together ;  but  deign  to  confider  that  no* 
^^  thing  is  more  precious  than  time ;  and  time 
^^  which  is  loft, ,  in  ufclefc  phrafeology,  is  a 
^'  wafte ;  for  which,  were  any  one  accufed  be- 
^'  fore  your  triburial,  you  would  adjudge  the  pu- 

Ff4  *^  nifhment 
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**  nifliment  of  fequcftration.  Permit  me  there- 
**  fore,  fir,  all  erudite  though  you  be,  and 
*^  ignorant  as  I  am,  I  fay,  encourage  my 
^^  timidity  fo  far  as  to  fuffer  me  to  propofc 
*^  a  fpecies  of  legal  leftures,  fuch  as  might 
^«  form  an  inftrudtive  courfe. 

^*  You  would  begin,  fir,  by  proving  the  ne- 
"  ceflity  of  laws,  and  (hew  that  no  fociety  can 
*^  exift  without  their  aid.  You  would  point 
*^  out  the  difference  between  civil  and  criminal 
**  laws,  and  fuch  as  are  only  laws  of  convcn- 
*'  tion.  The  firft  are  ufeful  for  the  feciirity  of 
*^  property,  whether  of  inheritance,  of  portion, 
"  of  dowry,  of  coptraft,  of  purchafc,  or  of  fale ; 
^*  they  explain  the  principles  which  ferve  as 
'^  rules  to  decide  limits,  as  well  as  to  render 
*^  the  rights  in  litigation  explicit.  The  intent 
•^  of  xriminal  laws  is  rather  to  prevent  than 
^*  punifli  crimes;  the  pains  inflifted  ought  to 
*^  be  proportionate  -to  the  guilt,  and  the  mod 
*'  gentle  (hould  on  every  occafion  be  preferred 
*'  to  the  exccfs  of  rigor.  Laws  of  convention 
"  are  thofe  which  government  eftablifli,  to  fa- 
"  vour  commerce  and  labour.  The  two  firft 
**  fpecies  of  laws  are  of  a  ftable  nature;  the 
*Ma{l  is  fubjeft  to  changes,  as  well  from  in- 
*^  tcrnal  as  external  caufes,  which  may  occafion 
<^  fomc  to  be  abrogated,  and  others  enafted. 

"  This 
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*^  This  preamble,  good  Mr.  Profeffor,  being 
*^  delivered  with  all  neceflary  perfpicuity,  with- 
out confulting  either  Grotius  or  Puifendorff, 
you  will  afterward  have  the  goodnefs  to  ana- 
**  lyze  the  laws  of  the  country  where  you  refide* 
'^  You  will  be  particularly  careful  not  to  jnfpire 
*^  your  pupils  with  the  fpirit  of  litigation.  In- 
*^ftead  of  teaching  them  to  embroil,  you  will 
'*  teach  them  to  -  unravel ;  and  you  will  take 
*^  all  poffible  care  to  infufe  a  fpirit  of  juftice, 
^  convidkion,  and  precifion  into  your  leflbns. 
*^  To  form  your  difciplcs  to  this  method,  from 
their  youth,  you  will  take  due  care  to  infpire 
them  with  a  contempt  for  a  litigious  propen- 
fity,  which  fbphifticates  all  that  comes  beford 
*^  it,  and  which  feems  to  be  an  inexh'auftibk 
*^  receptacle  of  fubtilties,  and  chicanery." 

I  now  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  profeffor  of  hif- 
tory,  and  propofe  the  learned  and  celebrated 
Thomafius  to  him  as  a  model,  whofe  excel- 
lence (hould  he  approach,  he  will  gain  a  great 
degree  of  reputation ;  and  (hould  he  equal  this 
great  man,  fame  will  be  his  reward.  He  will 
begin  his  courfe  of  lectures,  according  to  the 
order  of  time,  with  ancient  hiftory  ;  with  mo- 
dern he  will  conclude.  He  will  omit  no  peo- 
ple, in  this  fuccellioh  of  ages ;  he  will  neither 
forget  the  Chinefe,  tbe  Ruffians^  Poland,  nor 

tht 
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thie  North ;  as  M«  BoflUec  ha$  happened  to  do> 
wjbofe  worl^  in  oth^  refpcfts  is  Ijighly  cftinu- 
Vie.  Our  profcflbr  will  pay  peculiar  attention 
to  the  hiftory  of  Germany ;  as  being,  to  Gcr- 
xnaos,  that  which  is  moCt  intereiling.  He  wiU 
however  bewv e  of  entering*  into  enquiries  toQ 
minute^  and  of  difturbing  oblivion  concerning 
origin,  of  which  we  want  propfs,  and  which  ta 
w  is  an  enquiry  of  little  utility.  He  will  glide 
over,  without  rcfting  too  long,  on  the  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  centuries :  on  the 
thirteenth  he  wiU  become  more  difibie;  for 
biftory  then  became  more  mterefting. 

In  proportion  as  hp  advances,  he  will  enter 
more  circumftantially  into  his  fubjed,  becaufe 
fafts  will  become  more  connefted  with  the  hif- 
tory of  our  own  times.    He  will  particularly 
dwell  on  events  whjch  have  been  attended  with 
confiderable  effeds,  rather  than  on  tbofe  which, 
if  I  may  venture  fo  to  exprefs  myfelf,  expired 
without  defcendant?.      The  profeffor  will  re- 
mark the  origin  of  claims,  cuftoms,  and  lai^s ; 
and  will  (hew  on  what  occafions  they  were  efta- 
blifhed,  in  the  Empire.     It  will  be  requifite 
for  him  ta  notice  ^he  epocha  when  the  imperial 
cities  became  free,  and  what  their  privileges 
were ;'  as  well  as  how  the  Hanfe,  or  the  league 
of  tlie  Haufiatic  cities,  was  formed ;  how  the 

bilhoprics. 
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bifhopfics  and  abbeys  became  principaliiies  ^ 
and  will  explain,  as  far  a&  he  is  able,  the  man^ 
iiejr  in  which  die  ele£tors  acquired  die  right  of 
elefting  the  emperorsw^  Nor '  will  the  different 
forms  under  which  juftice  has  been  adminiftered, 
ki  this  fucceffion  of  ages,  be  omitted. 

But  the  profeffor  will  exert  his  utmoft  dift 
eernmenc,  and  knowledge,  on  events  that  have 
happened  fince  Cfaarfes  V. ;  an  epocha  when 
tjvery  thing  became  intereftiDg,  and  memorable. 
He  will  attentively  unravel,  to  the  beft  of  his 
abilities,  what  were  the  caufes  of  great  events. 
Without  refpeft  to*perfons,  he  will  praife  the 
noble  atftions  which  have  rendered  men  illuf* 
trious,  and  will  blame  the  faults  of  thofe  by 
whom  faults  have  been  committed.  This  was 
the  age  in  which  the  religious  troubles  began ; 
and  the  profi^r  will  treat  that  part  of  his  fub- 
jeft  like  a  philofopher ;  troubles  that  gave  rife 
to  the  fucceeding  wars.  Interefts  fo  great  wiU 
be  treated  with  the  dignity  they  deferve. 

At  this  period  we  perceive  Sweden  taking 
part  againft  the  emperor,  and  the  profeffor  will 
explain  what  induced  Gufbavus  Adolphus  to 
tranfport  himfelf  into  Germany;  and  what  were 
the  reafons  of  France,  for  declaring  in  behalf 
erf"  Sweden,  and  the  proteftant  caufe/  But  the 
profeffor  will  not  repeat  the  old  miftakes,  which 

have 
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have  been  propagated  by  credulous  hiflorians ; 
he  will  not  affirm  Guftavus  Adolpbus  was  killed 
by  a  German  prince»  who  ferved  in  his  army  ; 
becaufe  the  thing  is  neither  true,  proved,  nor 
probable. 

The  peace  of  Weftphalia  will  require  a  more 
circumftantial  detail,  becaufe  that  peace  became , 
the  bails  of  the  freedom  of  Germany^  a  law 
which  confined  imperial  ambition  within  its  juft 
limits,  and  on  which  our  prefent  conftitvi;jon  is 
founded. 

The  f)rofeffor  will  afterward  relate  what  hap- 
pened under  the  reigns  of  the  emperors  Leo- 
pold, Jofeph  L  and  Charles  VI .  A  field  fo 
vaft  will  furnifli  fufficient  exercife  for  his  em- 
dition,  and  his  genius ;  particularly  (hould  he 
;iegle£t  nothing  cfleAdal. 

He  will  not  £Drget,  after  having  narrated  all 
the  memorable  fafts  of  each  age,  to  render  an 
account  of  the  received  opinions  of  the  men 
who  mofl  diftinguiOied  themfclvcs,  by  their 
talents,  their  difcoveries,  and  their  wprks ;  and 
will  be  careful  not  to  omit  mentioning  foreign- 
ers, who  were  the  cotemporaries  of  the  Get- 
mans,  on  whom  he  may  difcourfe, 

I  imagine  that,  after  having  thus  examined 
the  hiftory  of  fucceflive  nations,  it  would  be 
rendering  fervice  to  the  ftudents  were  the  mate- 
rials 
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rials  all  to  be  coUeded^  and  laid  before  thenij 
in  one  general  view.  In  a  work  like  this,  chro- 
nological order  would  be  neceflary;  that  no 
confufion  of  times  might  refult,  and  that  they 
might  be  taught  to  place  each  important  fad  in 
its  proper  order ;  cotemporary  by  the  fide  of 
cotemporary.  And,  that  the  memory  might 
be  the  lefs  loaded  with  dates,  it  would  be  good 
to  fix  the  attention  of  thofe  epochas  when  the 
moft  important  revolutions  happened  :  they  arc 
fo^many  retting  places  for  the  memory:  pic- 
tures which  it  eafily  retains,  and  which  prevent  • 
a  hiftorical  chaos  fo  immenfe  from  being  jum- 
bled, in  confufion,  in  the  minds  of  youth. 

A  courfe  of  hiftory,  fuch  as  I  propofe,  ought 
to  be  well  digefted,  profoundly  rcflefted  on, 
and  exempt  from  all  minutia.  It  would  neither 
be  the  Theatrum  Europaeum,  nor  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Germans,  by  M.  de  Bunau,  which  the  pro- 
feflTor  ought  to  confult :  I  fhould  rather  wi(h 
him  to  read  the  papers  of  Thomafius,  if  any  of 
them  be  ftill  to  be  found.  What  fpedacle 
could  be  more  interefting,  what  more  inftruc- 
tive,  what  more  neceflary,  to  a  young  man, 
entering  into  life,  than  to  take  a  retrofped 
of  the  fucceffive  viciflitudes,  which  have  fo 
changed  the  face  of  earth  ?  Where  will  he  beuer 
learn  to  ettimate  the  nullity  of  human  anions 

than 


than  by  A^lkiag  'amid  the  rulm  of  kingdotns^ 
and  empires^  the  moil  v^ft ;  or  than  by  a  mafs 
of  crimes  like  thoTe  which  muft  pafs  in  per* 
fpedtive -before  him  ?  Haw  great  will  be  his 
pleafure,  occafionally  to  difcover  thofe  virtuous 
and  divine  mindsj  which  feem  to  petition^  to 
claim  a  pardon^  £br  the  perveriity  pf  the  humafi 
race !  TheTe  are  models  which  he  ought  to  imi- 
tate. He  has  feen  a  multitude  of  fortunate 
men,  fuirounded  by  parafites ;  death  (Irikes  the 
Idol,  Adulation  flies.  Truth  appears,  aad  the 
cries  of  the  public,  againft  the  abominable 
crimes  committed,  inftantly  drown  the  voice  of 
the  flatterer; 

I  pleafe  myfelf  with  imagining  the^  f  rofeflTor 
will  have  good  fenfe  enough  to  point  out,  to  his 
dlfciples,  the  limits  which  diiUnguifli  a  noble 
emulation  &om  thofe  of  unbounded  ambition ; 

and  that  he  will  lead  them  to  refled  on  the  va- 
rious pailions,  which  have  brought  monarchies 
the  moft  vaft  to  deftrudion.  He  will  prove,  by 
a  hundred  examples,  that,  good  morality  has^ 
ever  been  the  true  guardian  of  empires;  and 
that  they  have  owed  their  corruption  to  the  in- 
trodudfcion  of  luxury,  and  the  extravagatit  love 
of  riches,  which  have  at  all  times  been  the  har- 
bingers  of  their  fell. 

Should  the  profeflbr  follow  the  plan  I  pro- 

pofc. 
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pofe,  he  Will  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  burthenmg 
the  memory  of  his  fcholars  with  mere  fads,  but 
will  labour  to  form  their  judgment,  to  corre£k 
their  manner  of  thinking,  and  efpecially  to  in* 
fpire  them  with  a  love  of  virtue ;  which,  if  I 
miftake  hot,  would  be  preferable  to  all  the  un* 
digefted  learning,  with  which  the  minds  of 
yoiing  pedple  are  loaded. 

The  general  refult  of  all  which  I  have  faid* 
is  that  zealous  and  eager  application  ought  to 
be  paid,  to  the  tranflation  of  all  the  claffic  au- 
thors, in  ancient  and  modern  languages,  into 
our  own  tongue ;  by  which  we  fhould  procure 
the  double  advantage,  of  forming  our  idiom  and 
of  rendering  kribwledgc  more  univerfal,  by 
naturalizing  all  thefe  good  authors.  They 
would  enrich  us  with  new  ideas,  with  the  beau- 
ties of  their  diftion,  their  elegance,  and  their 
graces.     How  great  would  be  the  knowledge 

which  the  public  would  acquire  !  Of  twenty-fix 
millions  of  inhabitants,  which  are  eftimated  to 
be  the  population  of  Germany,  I  do  not  believe 
that  a  hundred  thoufand  among  them  well  un- 
derftand  the  Latin  language;  efpecially  were 
the  race  of  priefts  and  monks  to  be  fubtraAed ; 
who  fcarcely  underftand  Latin  enough  to  be 
able  indifferently  to  explain  the  rules  of  fyntax. 
Thus  are  there  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  mil- 
lions 
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fions  nine  hundred  thoufand  fouls  deprived  of 
knowledge^  becaufe  they  cannot  acquire  it>  in 
the  vulgar  tongue.  What  alteration  more  ad- 
vantageous could  happen  to  us^  than  that  of 
rendering  the  knowledge  of  the  ancients  more 
general^  more  expanfive  ?  The  country  gentle- 
man would  make  fuch  a  feledion^  for  his  read- 
ing, as  would  be  convenient  to  him  ;  and,  while 
amufing  himfelf^  would  gain  inftrudUon;  the 
heavy  citizen  would  become  lefs  boorifh ;  the 
idle  would  find  a  fource  of  employment  for 
time,  by  which  they  are  wearied ;  a  tafle  for 
the  belles  lettres  would  become  general,  and 
would  extend  amenity,  gendenefs,  and  the  graces 
through  fociety ;  while  it  would  afford  inex- 
hauftible  materials  for  converfation.  From  this 
coUifion  of  wits  a  nicety  of  UHy  of  difcernment, 
would  refult,  and  of  that  good  tafle  which  is  fo 
prompt  to  feize  the  beautiful,  rejeft  mediocrity, 
and  contemn  what  is  contemptible.  The  pub- 
lic, thus  become  enlightened,  would  oblige  new 
authors  to  be  more  afliduous,  more  careful, 
over  their  works  ;  and  not  to  publifh  them,  till 
they  (hould  firft  have  been  well  correded,  and 
poliftied. 

The  progrefs  which  I  intimate,  is  not  the 
child  of  my  imagination  ;  it  is  that  of  all  po- 
liflied  people  i  nor  is  there  any  other*     The 

mote 
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more  a  Ibve  of  letters  fiiould  prevail,  the  greater 
diftindions  might  thofe  wiio  cultivate  them 
with  the  moft  fuperiority  expeft ;  and  the  ex- 
ample of  fuch  would  animate  others.  Germany 
produces  men  laborious  in  refearch,  men  of 

genius,  philofophers,  and  whatever  can  be  de- 

* 

fired :  a  Prometheus  only  is  wanting,  who 
Ihould  (leal  the  celeftial  fire,  bv  which  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  they  were  animated^ 

The  foil  which  has  produced  the  famous 
Des  Vigncs,  chancellor  of  the  unfortunate  em- 
peror Frederic  II ;  the  country  in  which  thofe 
were  born  who  wrote  the  letteis  of  obfcure  men, 
gready  fuperior  to  their  age,  thofe  which  are  the 
models  of  Rabelais ;  the  foil  which  produced 
the  famous  Erafmus,  whofe  Eujogium  on  Folly 
abounds  in  wit,  and  which  would  ftill  more 
abound,  were  fom.e  dull  moivkifti  jokes  re- 
trenched, which  partake  of  the  bad  tafte  of  the 
times;  the  country  which  gave  birth  to  Me- 
lanchthon,  as  fage  as  he  was  erudite— 'I  fay,  the 
foil  which  has  produced  thefc  great  men  is 
not  exhaufted,  imt  will  ,gjve  birth  to  many 
others. 

How  many  other  great  men  indeed  tiiight  I 
not  add  ?  1  boldly  enumerate^  among  the  Ger- 
mans, Copernicus,  who  reftified  the  planetary 
fyftem,  by  his  calculations,  and  proved  what 

vjox.  xin.  .         G  g  Ptolemy 
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Ptolemy  *  ventured  to  advance,  fome  thoufands 
of  years  before.     And  to  him  I  may  add  a 
monk,  who,  in  another  part  of  Germany,  dif- 
covered,  by  chemical  operations,  the  aftoni(hing 
cfledts  of  gunpowder :   while  a  third  invented 
the  art  of  printing,  that  happy  art  which  perpe- 
tuates good  books,  and  enables  the  world  to 
acquire  knowledge  at  little  expence.    Not  to 
omit  Otto  Geric,  an  inventive  genius,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  air-pump ;   and  cer- 
tainly not  to  forget  ^  the  celebrated  Leibnitz, 
with  whofe  name  Europe  has  refounded,  and 
who,  though  his  imagination  led  him  into  fome 
vifionary  fyftems,  muft  be  dllowed,  even  when 
wandering  in   uncertainty,   to    wander  like  a 
man  of  fublime  genius.     I  might  fwell  the  lift 
with  the  names  of  Thomafius,  Bilfinger,  Haller, 
and  many  others ;  but  the  prefent  times  impofc 
lilence.      The  praifes  of  fome  would  humble 
the  vanity  of  others. 

I  forefee  it  will  perhaps  be  objefted  to  me 
that,  during  the  wars  of  Italy,  JPicus  Miran- 
dula  was  feen  to  flourifti.  This  I  allow,  but 
he  was  only  a  man  of  learning.  It  will  be 
added  that,  while  Cromwell  fubverted  the  laws 
of  his  country,  and  caufed  his  king  to  bebe- 

*  This  I  haire  no  doubt  is  an  error  of  the  prcfs ;  the  king 
certainly  wrote  Pythagoras.        T. 

/  headed 
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Ijeaded  on  a  fcaflTold,  Toland  *  publilhed  his 
Leviathan ;  and  that,  foon  after,  Milton  fuffcred 
liis  Paradife  Loft  to  fee  the  light ;  that,  during 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  chancellor  Bacon 
had  already  enlightened  Europe,  and  had  be- 
come the  oracle  of  philofophy,  by  indicating  dif- 
coveries  then  to  be  made,  and  the  path  th^t  was 
to  be  followed  for  the  attainment  of  this  end ; 
that  during  the  wars  of  Louis  XI V,  good  au* 
thors  of  every  kind  increafed  the  fame  of  France* 
And  why,  it  will  be  afked,  did  the  wars  of  Ger- 
many prove  more  fatal  to  literature  than  the 
wars  of  our  neighbours^  This  queftion  I  can 
cafily  anfwer.  Letters  in  Italy  did  not  really 
ftourifti,  except  under  the  protedlion  of  Laurent 
de  Medicis,  of  pope  Leo  X.  and  of  the  houfc 
of  Efte,  There  were,  in  thcfc  times,  fome  oc- 
cafiond  w^rs ;  but  hone  ttiat  were  deftru6tivc : 
and  Italy,  emulous  of  the  glory  which  would  re- 
fult  to  her  from  the  revival  of  the  fine  arts, 
encouraged  their  revival,  as  far  as  her  powers 
would  permit. 

The  unrelenting  politics  of  the  fanaticifin  of 

Cromwell,  in  England,  attacked  only  the  throne : 
cruel  toward  his  king,  he  governed  the  nation 

*  The  king  was  litdc  acquainted  with  Englilh  authors, 
tJcccpt  through  the  medium  of  French  writers*  Read 
Hobbi.        T. 

G.g2  wifely. 
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wifely.    Thus  the  commerce  of  that  ifland  was 
never  more  flourifhing,  than  under  his  proteftor- 
(hip.     The  Behemoth  could  not  be  regarded  as 
any  thing  more  than  the  libel  of  a  faftion.   The 
Paradife  Loft,  no  doubt,  was  of  greater  worth. 
Milton  was  a  man  of  ftrong  imagination,  who 
had  conceived  the  fubjedt  of  his  poem  from  one 
of  the  religious  farces  which,  in  his  time,  con- 
tinued to  be  afted  in  Italy.     And  it  ought  to  be 
particularly  remarked  that  England  was  then 
opulent,  and  at  peace.     Chancellor  Bacon,  who 
became  illuftrious  under  Elizabeth,  lived  in  a 
polifhed  court ;  he  had  the  penetrating  eyes  of 
Jove*s  eagle,  to  fcrutinize  the  fciences ;  and  the 
wifdom  of  Minerva,  to  reduce  them  to  order* 
The  genius  of  Bacon  refembled  thofe  pheno- 
mena, thofe  men  of  genius,  that  only  appear  at 
great  diftances  from  each  other ;  and  who  do  as 
much  honour  to  the  age  in  which  they  live, 
as  to  the  human  mind. 

The  adminiftration  of  cardinal  de  Richelieu 
had,  in  France,  been  preparatory  to  the  fine  age 
of  Louis  XIV.  Knowledge  began  to  be  ex- 
panded. The  war  of  the  Fronde  was  but  the 
fport  of  boys,  Louis  XIV.,  covetous  of  every 
kind  of  fame,  was  defirous  that  his  nation  (hould 
be  the  firft  in  literature  and  good  tafte,  as  well 
as  in  power,  in  conqueft,  in  commerce,  and  in 

policy. 
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policy.  He  carried  his  vidorious  arms  into  fo- 
reign lands.  France  prided  herfelf  in  the  fuc* 
ccfs  of  her  monarchy  without  feeling  the  ravages 
of  war.  It  was  therefore  natural  that  the  mufes, 
who  delight  in  repofe  and  abundance^  (hould 
take  up  their  abode  in  his  kingdom. 

But  you  ought^  fir,  particularly  to  remark 
that,  in  Italy,  England  and  France,  the  firft 
men  of  letters,  and  their  fucceffors,  wrote  in  their 
own  language.  The  public  eagerly  read  their 
works,  and  knowledge  was  generally  fpread 
through  the  whole  nation.  With  us  it  was  very 
different:  our  religious  wars  fupplied  us  with 
fome  difputants,  who,  obfcurely  difcufling  unin- 
telligible fubjefts,  fupported  and  oppofed  thp 
yery  iame  ailments,  and  intermingled  fophifm 
and  abufe. 

Our  firft  men  of  learning  were,  as  in  other 
countries,  men  who^ftored  their  memories  with 
fed  after  fa^,  and  were  pedants  without  tafte  j 
fuch  as  Lipfius,  Freinftiemius,  Gronovius,  and 
Graevius ;  the  dull  rcftorers  of  fome  few  obfcurc 
phrafes,  which  they  difcovered  in  ancient  manu- 
fcripts.  Their  labours,  to  a  certain-point,  might 
be  ufeful ;  but  men  ought  not  to  apply  them- 
felves  wholly  to  minute  trifles,  which  certainly 
are  of  little  importance. 

The  thing  moft  to  be  lamented  was  that  the 

G  g  3  pedaatiQ 
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pedantic  vanity  of  thcfc  gentlemen  ^pir^d  t© 
the  applaufe  of  all  Europe.  In  part  to  make  a 
parade  of  their  excellent  Latin,  and  in  part  to 
be  admired  hy  foreign  pedants,  they  wrote  only 
in  that  language ;  fo  that  their  works  were  loft  al- 
moft  to  the  whole  of  Germany.  Two  inconve- 
niences refulted  from  this;  firft,  the  German  Ian- 
guage,  not  being  cultivated,  remained  loaded 
with  its  ancient  ruft ;  and,  again,  the  majority 
of  the  nation,  not  underftanding  Latin,  could 
not  gain  inftruftion,  becaufe  they  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  dead  languages,  but  f  onunued 
to  grovel  in  the  loweft  ignorance. 

Thefe  are  truths,  to  which  no  anfwer  can  be 
given.  Let  the  literati  occafionally  remember 
that  the  fciences  are  the  food  of  the  mind ;  the 
memory,  receiving  them,  may  be  compared  to 
the  ftomach  :  but  a  vitiated  habit  is  the  confer 
quence,  if  the  digeftive  faculty  of  judgment  be 
not  employed.  If  knowledge  be  wealth,  it  is 
weahh  that  ought  not  to  be  buried,  but  profited 
by,  and  generally  difperfed,  among  the  mafs  of 
citizens,  in  a  known  tongue. 

Men  of  letters  have  but  lately  been  daring 
enough  to  write  in  their  native  language,  and 
not  to  blufti  at  being  Germans.  You  know  it 
is  not  lon^  fince  the  firft  diSionary  of  the  Ger- 
man  language  was  publiflied.     I  am  a(hamed  to 

r<?mem- 
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retnemberthat  a  work  fo  ufeful  is  not  a  hundred 
years  older  than  I  myfelf  am.  However,  wo 
begin  to  perceive  that  a  change  is  effefting  in 
the  minds  of  men ;  national  fame  begins  to  be 
heard ;  we  are  ambitious  of  being  the  equals  of 
our  neighbours^  and  !are  defirous  to  form  roads, 
for  ourfelves,  to  the  Parnaflian  mount,  and  th^ 
temple  of  fame.  People  of  nice  difcernment 
have  already  begun  to  remark  this  effeft.  Let 
claffical  works,  ancient  and  modern,  be  tranf- 
lated  into  the  German  language.  If  we  wiQ^ 
money  (hould  circulate  at  home,  let  us  diftri- 
bute  it  among  the  public :  let  us  render  the 
wealth  of  the  fcicnces  common,  wealth  that  y^a^ 
formerly  fo  rare. 

To  omit  nothing  which  has  retarded  our  pro^ 
grefs,  I  (hall  notice  how  little  the  German  is 
fpoken  in  moft  of  the  courts  of  our  princes. 
Under  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Jofeph  L  Ita- 
lian was  the  language  of  the  court ;  Spanifli  pro- 
vailed  under  Charles  VI. ;  and,  during  the  go- 
vernment of  Francis  I.  who  was  a  native  of  Lor- 
raine, French  was  fpoken  more  familiarly,  at  his 
court,  than  German.  It  was  the  fan;Le  in  the 
eleftoral  courts.  And  what  could  be  the  reafon? 
I  repeat,  fir,  becaufe  the  Spanifti,  Italian,  and 
French,  were  languages  formed,  and  fixed ;  ours 
^as  not. 

Gg4     •  Bu? 
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But  let  us  confole  ourfelves ;  the  fame  thing 
tiappened  in  France,  under  5^rancis  I.  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry  III.     Spanifh  and  Italian  were 

more  frequently  fpokcn,  in  good  company,  than 

* 

French ;  the  national  language  was  ndt  in  fafbion 
till  it  became  polifhed,  perfpicacious,  and  ele- 
gant ;  nor  till  an  infinity  of  claflical  works  had 
cmbelliflied  it  by  their  pidurefque  expreffions, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fixed  its  grammatical 
progrcfs.  Under  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  the 
French  became  common  Over  all  Europe ;  this 
partly  originated  in  the  love  borne  to  the  authors 
who  then  flourilhed ;  and  partly  in  the  excellent 
tranflations  from  the  ancients  which  then  were 
made.  That  language  is  now  become  the  paflt 
port,  which  introduces  the  traveller  into  all 
houfes,  and  all  cities.  From  Lifbon  to  Peterf- 
burg,  firom  Stockholm  to  Naples,  if  you  can  but 
fpeak  French,  you  will  every  where  be  under- 
ftood .  By  the  acquirement  of  this  tongue,  only, 
H  number  of  other  languages  may  be  negleded, 
which  it  would  elfe  be  neceffary  to  know ;  and 
our  memory  muft  then  be  burthened  with  words, 
jnftcad  of  being  abundant  in  things;  which  lat- 
ter is  much  the  moft  preferable. 

Such,  fir,  are  the  different  (hackles  which 
have  prevented  us  from  proceeding  with  rapi- 
dity equal  to  our  neighbours.    But  it  has  always 
I  happened 
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happened  that  thofe  who  come  laft  have  in 
fome  manner  furpaffed  their  predcceflbrs ;  and 
this  may  more  quickly  be  the  cafe  with  us  than 
is  imagined^  (hould  fovereigns  acquire  a  tafle 
for  htcrature,  and  (hould  they  encourage  thofe 
who  apply  themfelves  to  it,  by  praifing  and  re- 
^varding  the  authors  who  have  been  mod  fucceff- 
ful.  Give  us  but  princes  like  the  Medicis,  and 
we  (hall  fee  genius  bloom.  An  Auguftus  will 
produce  a  VirgiL  We  (hall  have  our  claflSc  au- 
thors ;  each  man,  to  profit  by  them,  will  wi(h 
to  read.  Our  neighbours  will  ftudy  the  Ger- 
man, and  it%ill  be  fpoken  with  delight  iq  the 
courts  of  princes.  Our  language,  poli(hed  and 
improved,  may  happen,  in  favour  of  our  good 
writers,  to  extend  over  all  Europe. 

Thefe  fummer  days  of  our  literature  are  not 
yet  come ;  but  they  approach ;  I  foretel  they 
will  appear.  I  (hall  not  fee  them  ;  of  the  hope 
of  this  I  am  deprived  by  age.  I  refembleMofes; 
I  have  a  (ight  of  the  promifed  land,  but  into  it 
muft  not  enter.  Forgive  me  the  comparifon. 
I  leave  Mofes  to  be  what  he  is,  and  do  not  de- 
iire  to  be  brought  in  parallel  with  him.  And^ 
with  refpeft  to  our  literary  fummer,  for  this  we 
.muft  wait :  it  will,  at  leaft,  be  of  more  worth 
than  the  na)s:ed  and  arid  rocks  of  the  fterile 
Idumea« 
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What  is  virtue? 

Anjwtr. 
A  happy  propenfity  of  mind,  which  inclines 
us  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  fociety,  to  our  own  ad- 
vantage. 

In  what  do  the  duties  of  fociety  confift? 

Anjwer. 

In  fubmiffion;  in  the  gratitude  we  owe  our 
fathers,  for  the  attentions  they  have  paid  to  our 
education  ;  in  affifting  them  with  all  our  power; 
in  rendering  their  old  age,  by  our  tender  af- 
fection, fervices  fimilar  to  thofe  which  they  ren- 
dered us  during  our  feeble  infancy. 

Toward  our  brothers,  nature,  and  the  ties  of 
blood,  remind  Us  of  the  good  faith  and  attach- 
ment we  owe ;  as  being  derived  from  the  fame 
origin,  and  united  to  them  by  the  mofl  indif- 
foluble  connexions  of  humanity. 

In 
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In  the  charafter  of  father^  we  are^  obliged  td 
nurture  our  children  with  all  poflible  care ;  par- 
ticularly to  watch  over  their  education,  and  their 
morals ;  becaufe  virtue  and  wifdom  are  a  thou* 
fand  times  more  precious  than  all  the  accumu* 
lated  treafures  which  might  be  left  them,  as  their 
heritage. 

In  the  quality  of  citizen,  it  is  our  duty  to  re- 
fpeft  fociety,  in  general;  to  confider  all  men  as  of 
the  fame  fpecies ;  to  regard  them  as  companions, 
as  brothers,  whom  nature  has  bellowed  on  us ; 
and  ^^  to  do  unto  them  as  we  wi(h  they  (hould 
**  do  unto  us." 

As  members  of  one  common  country,  we 
ought  to  exert  our  whole  abilities,  to  be  ufeful 
to  that  country  ;  we  ought  to  love  it  fincerely, 
becaufe  it  is  our  general  mother ;  and,  Ihould  its 
profperity  fo  require,  to  it  we  ought  to  facrifice 
poiTeflions  and  life. 

Thefe  are  very  excellent  principles.  We  have 
now  to  examine  how  you  will  reconcile  your 
duty  toward  fociety  to  your  own  intereft.  Do 
not  the  refpeft  and  filial  fubmiffion,  in  which 
you  hold  your  father,  lay  a  difagreeable  con- 
ftraint  upon  you,  when  yop  are  obliged  to  cede 
to  his  will  ? 

/nfmer. 
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Anfwer. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that,  by  obeying,  I 
fometimes  am  obliged  to  commit  violence  on* 
myfelf.  But  which  way  can  I  be  fufficiently 
grateful  toward  the  perfons  who  gave  me  life  ? 
Does  not  my  intercft  require  me  to  encourage, 
by  my  example,  my  children  to  imitate  me,  and 
to  pay  the  fame  fubmiflion  to  my  will  ? 

Nothing  can  be  objefted  to  your  reafon,  con- 

fequently  nothing  I  (hall  objed.     But  how  will 

you  prefcrve  unity  with  your  brothers  and  fitters, 

if,  as  it  often  happens,  family  affairs,  or  difcuf- 

fions  concerning  legacies,  Ihould  occafion  difr 

putes  ? 

Anjwer. 

Do  you  then  fuppofe  the  ties  of  blood  to  be 

fo  feeble  as  not  to  be  fuperior  to  temporary  in- 

tereft  ?  If  our  father  leave  a  will,  to  that  laft 

will  it  is  our  duty  to  fubmit.  If  he  die  inteftate, 

the  laws  will  determine  our  difference.    Nothing 

therefore  can  be  of  any  important  prejudice  to 

me.      And  even  (hould  I  be  poffeffed  by  the 

fury  of  envy,  and  the  rage  of  chicanery,  muft 

I  not  be  fcnfiWe  that  the   family  inheritance 

would  be  wafted   in  law  ?    I  would  therefore 

^ome  to  an  amical  agreement,  and  not  fuffer 

difcord  to  ruin  our  family. 


I  wifh  to  believe  you  are  fufficiently  prudetK 
not,  through  your  own  error,  to  give  place  la 
any  family  contention  :  but,  wrong  may  be  done 
by  your  brothers  and  lifters;  they  may  aft  im- 
properly toward  you ;  may  envy  you,  fpeak  of" 
you  in  indecent  language,  caufe  you  vexation, 
and  may  even  endeavour  to  effed  your  ruin* 
How  will  you  then  reconcile  the  feverity  of  duty 
with  your  own  ihtereft  and  felicity  J 

Anfwer. 
After  having  calmed  the  firft  emotions  of  in- 
dignation, which  their  condud  may  have  in- 
fpired,  it  (hould  be  my  glory  rather  to  fuflfer  of- 
fence than  to  offend.  I  would  afterward  fpeafc 
to  them ;  would  tell  them  that,  refpeftful  of  the 
blood  which  my  father  and  mother  bad  tranf- 
mitted  to  them,  I  found  it  impoflible  for  me  t© 
aft  againft  them  as  againft  declared  enemies; 
but  that  I  would  take  precaution?  to  prevent 
them  from  doing  me  injuries.  This  generous 
proceeding  might  bring  them  back  to  reafon  j 
and,  Ihould  it  not,  I  fliouW  ftill  have  the  con- 
iblation  of  having  afted  irreproachably.  Pro- 
ceeding thus,  I  could  not  but  acquire  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  wife ;  and  this  would  to  me  h^ 
fufBcient  recom pence. 
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^eftUm. 
What  end  would  fuch  gtfncrofity  anfwej:  ? 

Anjwer. 
It  would  prcjfervc,  what  I  hold  mod  precious 
on  earth,  my  reputation,  on  which  I  found  all 
my  happinefs^  Unfpotted* 

What  h^ppinefs  c^n  arife  from  the  opinion. 
which  men  may  entertain  of  you  ? 

Anfiver. 

Not  upon  the  opinions  of  others  do  I  fouild 
my  happinefs^  but  on  the  ineffable  fatisfaftion 
which  I  feel>  at  being  cotifcious  that  my  adions 
are  wonhy  of  a  reafonable,  humane^  and  benj(« 
ficent  being* 

You  have  faid  that,  (hould  you  have  children^ 
you  would  be  more*  careful  to  render  them  vir- 
tuous than  wealthy.  Why  do  you  pay  fo  litde 
attention  to  tieir  worldly  wealth  ? 

Anjwer. 

Becaufe  wealthy  in  itfelf,  is  of  no  valiie ;  and 
only  becomes  fo  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
employed.  '  Now,  if  I  cultivate  the  talents  of  my 
children,  if  I  form  their  minds  and  their  morals, 
their  own  pcrfonal  merit  will  make  their  fortune. 
Whereas,  fliould  1  neglf£k  to  watch  over  their 
education,  be  the  wealth  I  might  leave  theni 

VOL.  xiiu  H  h  what 
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what  it  Would,  they  would  diflipate  it  Vcfy 
quickly.  Belide  I  wiQi  to  fee  my  children's 
charafter,  their  heatts,  their  ulents,  and  their 
knowledge  efteemed,  and  not  their  riches* 

This  muft  neceffarily  be  ufefol  to  focictyj 
but,  with  refpeft  to  yourfelf,  of  what  advantage 
will  it  be  to  you  ? 

Of  very  great.  Becaufe  itty  well-tutored 
children  would  become  the  confolation  of  my 
old  age ;  they  would  not  diOionour  my  name, 
nor  my  anceftors,  by  their  ill  condu(ft;  and, 
being  prudent  and  rational,  by  the  aid  of  their 
talents^  the  riches  I  might  leave  them  would  be 
fufficient  for  their  honourable  fubfiftence. 

You  do  not  then  imagine  that  noble  birth, 
and  iiluftrious  anceftors,  afford  any  difpenfation 
for  the  want  of  perfonal  merit  ?  * 

Far  to  the  contrary  :'thefe  but  excite  emu- 
lation. Nothing  can  be  more  (hamefiil  than  to 
degrade  a  noble  race,  by  fuch  condii6t.  The 
fplendour  of  anceftry,  far  from  illuftraiing  its 
fuccelfors,  would  but  difplay  their  infamy. 

I  muft  requeft  fpme  explanations  from  you, 

vi.h 
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with  regard  to  what  you  have  faid  on  our  duties 
to  fociety.  You  have  told  me  you  miift  do  to 
others  as  you  wifh  others  fhould  do  to  you.  This 
is  vague.  I  wifh  you  to  be  more  explicit,  on 
what  you  underftand  by  thefe  words. 

Anfi»tr. 
In  this  there  will  be  no  difficulty.    I  need  but 
ftate  what  gives  me  pleafure,  and  what  pain,- 

1 .  I  (hould  think  myfelf  injured,  w^re  any 
one  to  feize  on  my  pofleffions;  confequently, 
no  one  ought  to  be  difpoffeffcd  by  me. 

2.  My  affliction  would  be  exceffive,  were  any 
one  to  debauch  my  wife.  I  therefore  ought  not 
Co  defile  the  bed  of  another. 

3.  I  deteft  thofe  who  break  their  word  to  me ; 
or  who  perjure  themfelves.  It  refults  that  I 
Quglit  fHithfully  to  keep  my  promife,  and  ob- 
ferve  my  oath. 

4.  I  abhor  thofe  who  defame  me;  land,  for 
this  reafon,  ought  not  to  calumniate  any  per- 
fon. 

5.  No  individual  has  a  right  to  take  my  life ; 
nor  can  I  then  have  a  right  to  take  the  life  of 
the  meaneft  individual. 

6.  Thofe  who  aft  ungratefully  toward  mc 
excite  my  indignation.  How  therefore  can  I 
aft  ungratefully  toward  my  benefaftx)rs  ? 

7.  If  I  love  to  live  undifturbed,  I  confequently 

'    H  h  2  ought 
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ought  not  to  difhirb  the  tranquillity  of  my  neigh* 
hour. 

8.  If  I  wiih  to  be  aided  in  time  of  need^  I 
will  not  refiife  aid  to  thofe  who  aik  it  of  me ; 
becaufe  I  am  fenfible  of  the  pleafure  which  a 
benevolent  mind  feels,  in  afts  of  benevolence. 
The  affedionate  heart  c(Hnpaffionates  the  woes  of 
humanity,  and  defends,  affiils,  and  proteds  the 
wretched. 

I  perceive  you  do  all  thefe  things  for  fociety  % 
but  what  do  you  thereby  gain  for  yourfelf  ? 

Jnfwer. 
The  fwcet  latisfedion  of  perceiving  myfelf  to 
be  what  I  wifh  to  be ;  worthy  of  friends,  Worthy 
theefteem  of  my  fellow- citizens,  and  worthy  the 
applaufe  of  my  own  heart. 

By  thus  behaving,  mud  not  you  facrifice  all 
your  paffions  to  your  reafon  ? 

Afifwer. 

I  (hould  not  give  them  the  rein  ;  yet^  while 
reftraining  them,  I  (hould  a£t  for  my  own  good  ; 
for  the  fupport  of  the  laws,  which  protedt  the 
fee  We  againft  the  aflaults  of  the  ftrong ;  for  the 
maintenance  of  my  reputation ;  and,  further,  to 
avoid  thofe  puniOimcnts^  which  the  laws  inflift 
on  tranfgreflbrs. 
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The  laws,  it  is  true,  puni(h  public  crimes ; 
but  how  many  bad  adions,  concealed  in  dark- 
nefs,  are  hidden  from  the  Iharp  fword  of  juftice ! 
And  why  (houldnot  you  become  one  of  the  happy 
guilty,  who  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  offences,  un- 
der the  (hade  of  impunity  ?  Should  therefore  a 
clandeftine  opportunity  of  enriching  yourfelf  of-* 
fer,  would  ygu  fuffer  it  to  efcape  ? 

Anfwer. 
If  by  honourable  means  I  could  acquire  wealth, 
fuch  undoubtedly  I  Ihould  not  negleft  j    but, 
were  the  means  difhonourable,  I  (hould  renounce) 
them  without  hefitation. 

Why  ? 

Becaufe  there  is  nothing  fo  fecret  which  does 
not  come  to  light.  Time,  foon  or  late,  difco- 
vers  the  truth.  Ill-acquired  riches  I  (hould 
tremble  while  I  poffefled,  and  (hould  pafs  my 
life  in  the  cruel  expe^ion  of  the  moment  which 
would  for  ever  dMhonour  me  to  the  world,  by 
difclofing  my  turpitude. 

Yet  the  morality  of  the  great  is  very  relaxed; 
and,  were  we  to  fcrutinize  by  what  claims  each 

H  h  3  ,  mv\ 
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man  is  pofTefled  of  wcakhj^  how  many  ads  of 
injuflice,  of  fraud,  and  ill  (aUxhy  (hould  we  not 
difcover !  Would  not  fuch  examples  encourage 
,  you  to  imitation  ? 

Anfwet. 
They  would  make  me  groan  for  the  pervcr- 
iity  of  mankind.  But,  as  neither  deformity  no^^ 
blindnefs  infpires  me  with  a  \itt(h  to  be  deformed^ 
or  blind;  I  imagine,  in  like  manner,  it  is  ua- 
worthy  of  the  virtuous  to  degrade  themfelvesi^ 
and  to  take  example  by  vice. 

There  are  however  concealed  crimes. 

An/wer. 
I  own  it ;  but  the  criminals  are  not  happy  : 
they  arc  tormented,  as  I  have  faid,  by  the  fear 
of  being  difcovered,  and  the  moft  violent  re- 
morfe.  They  feel  they  aft  the  hypocrite,  and 
that  they  cover  their  dilhonefty  with  the  maik 
of  virtue.  Their  heart  rejefts  the  falfe'  eftecnx 
which  they  enjoy;  and  they  fecretly  condemn 
themfelves  to  fuffer  all  the  contempt  they  de- 
fer ye. 

Whether,  were  you  in  fuch  a  fituation,  you 
would  make  fuch  refleftions,  remains  to  be  en- 
quired. 

Jnjwir. 
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Anjwer. 
Could  I  ftifle  the  voice  di  confcienGe^  and  of 
nvenging  remorfe ?  Conference  is  as  a  mirror; 
when  our  paffions  are  calnii  it  rcprefents  all  our 
deformities.  In  this  mirror  I  have  feen  myfelf 
innocent,  I  now  fee  myfejf  guilty  !  Alas  \  How 
horrible  muft  I  appear  in  my  own  eyes ! — No, 
I  never  wijl  wilfully  thus  expofe  niyfelf  to  fucl^ 
humiliapqn,  fuch  grief,  fqcl^  totra^ent* 

There  are  however  concufliQnSj  and  rs^pine^ 
which  war  fee^s  to  authorifip, 

Anjwer. 
War  is  the  trade  of  men  of  honour,  when 
citizens  expofe  their  lives  for  the  fervice  of  their 
countrjr.      But,  when  intereft  interferes,  this 
poble  trade  degenerates  into,  mere  robbery. 

If  then  ypuare  not  iAterefted,  at  leaft  you  arc 
;mibitiou6 ;  you  wifli  to  r^fe  and  to  command  men^ 
Jike  yourfelf. 

I  make  great  diftinftion  between  ambition 
and  emulation  ;  the  firft  paflion  often  becomes 
exceffive,  and  approaches  vice  :  but  emulation 
is  a  defiraWe  virtue  ;  it  leads  us  without  jealoufy 
to  furpafs  our  rivals,  by  a  better  performance  of 
Wr  duties;  it  is  the  foul  of  heroic  aftipns,  war- 

H  h  4  like 
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like  and  civil ;  it  defires  fplendour,  but  will  owq 
its  devat^oa  to  virtue  only,  aided  by  fupcrior 
(^ents. 

But  could  you,  by  doing  an  ill  office  to  fomc 
one^  arrive  at  an  eminent  pod,  (hould  not  yoq 
think  fuch  an  expedient  the  (hor(oft  ro^  ? 

Jnfwer. 
I  own  fuch  a  poft  might  tempt  my  cupidity  | 
but  never  would  I  become  an  aflaffin  fpr  fuch  ^ 
purpofc. 

What  do  you  underftand  by  becoming  an 
aflafliji? 

4njwer, 

To  murder  a  man  is  a  lefs  evil  than  to  defame 
him ;  to  ftab  with  the  tongue  or  with  the  dagger 

is  the  fame  thing. 

^ueftum. 
You  therefore  will  not  calumniate  any  one. 
Without  however  becoming  an  aflaflin,  you  may 
happen  to  kill  fome  perfpn.    Not  that  I  fufpcft 
you  of  comqijtting  murder,  in  cold  blood ;  but, 
ihould  any  one  of  youf  equals  openly  declare 
himfelf  your  enemy,  and  perfequte  you ;  (hould 
brutality  or  ill- breeding  infult  or  dilhonour  youj^ 
hurried  a>^ay  by  anger,  the  fweets  of  revenge 
\yould  incite  you  to  ^mmit  fome  violent  a6ion, 
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An/wer. 

Tim  ought  not  to  be  fo ;  but  I  am  a  man,  born 

writh  lively  paffions.     I  (hould  no  doubt  have  to 

fuffer  a  fcvcre  ftruggle,  in  order  to  reprefs  the 

firft  impulfe  of  anger;  this  however  it  is  my 

duty  to  fupprefs.    It  is  the  office  of  the  laws  to 

revenge  the  offences  done  to  private  perfons ; 

no  individual  has  a  right  to  punilh  thofe  by 

whom  he  has  been  injured.     But  (hould  fome 

firft  emotion  unfortunately  overpower  my  reafon, 

I  (hould  regret  the  aft  of  derelidion  during  life. 

How  can  you  reconcile  this  conduft,  being  a 
foldier,  with  what  the  point  of  honour  exadts 
from  a  man  of  birth  ?   You  know  that,  unfor- 
tunately, in  all  countries,  the  laws  of  honour  are 
.  precifely  oppo(ite  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

jinfwer. 
I  propofe  to  be  circumfpeA  in  my  conduft, 
that  I  may  not  give  occa(ion  to  unjuftifiable 
quarrels;  and,  (hould  I  be  involved  in  fuch, 
without  blame  to  myfelf,  I  (hould  be  obliged  to 
follow  tlie  received  cuftom,  and  wafli  my  hands 
pf  affront,  be  the  confequences  what  they  would« 

Since  we  are  upon  the  point  of  honour,  pray 
e;cplain  to  me  in  what  you  think  it  confifts. 

Anjwer. 
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Aitfwer. 
In  avoiding  whatever  can  render  a  man  defpi* 
cable,  and  in  obliging  him  to  employ  every 
worthy  means,  by  which  he  may  increafe  his 
frepucadon. 

What  is  it  which  renders  a  man  defpicablq  ? 

Debauchery,  indolence,  folly,  ignorance,  ilU 
pondud,  (Towardicp,  an?i  v^cc  of  cv^ry  kind. 

What  is  it  whiqh  procures  a  good  reputation  \ 

•  fc 

Integrity,  worthy  behaviour,  knowledge,  ap* 
plication,  vigilance,  vajour,  noble  adlions,  civi^ 
and  military,  and,  in  a  word,  whatever  raifes  mai\ 
fuperior  to  hqman  weaknef^. 

Indulge  me  in  a  remark  on  human  weaknefs  \ 
you  are  young,  and  at  a  time  of  life  when  the. 
paffions  are  the  ftrongeft.  Should  you  refift 
avarice,  inordinate  ambition,  and  vengeance, 
ftill  I  imagine  I  perceive  you  vanquifhed  by  the 
darts  of  enchanting  woman,  who  wounds  while 
flie  feduces,  and  drives  the  poifoned  barb  fo 
deeply  into  the  heart,  that  reafon  is  bewildered. 


V 
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How  already  do  I  pity  the  hulband  by  whoft 
wife  you  have  been  fubdued  1  What  thjijk  you  ? 

I  am  young  and  frail,  I  confefs ;  yet  I  know 
my  duty;  and  I  think,  without  troubling  the. 
repofe  of  families,  and  without  employing  vio-f 
}ence,  a  young  man  may  appeafe  his  paflions  by 
Jefs  unworthy  means. 

I  underftand  you.  Yqu  allude  to  the  faying 
of  Porcius  Cato,  who,  feeing  a  young  patrician 
leave  the  houfe  pf  a  courtezan,  exclaimed  that 
he  was  glad  of  it ;  becaufe,  by  aAing  thus,  the 
youth  would  not  difturb  the  peace  of  families. 
Yet  this  is  an  expedient  fubjeft  to  ftrange  in- 
f OQveniences  ;  ^nd  to  feduce  young  women— r 

Anfwir. 
I  will  feduce  no  one,  becaufe  I  will  neither 
deceive  others  nor  perjure  myfelf.   To  deceive, 
is  a  dilhoneft  adt;  and  to  peijure,  the  adt  of  a 
rafcaL' 

What !  When  your  intereft  is  concerned  ? 

Anfwer* 
Intereft  would  in  luch  a  cafe  be  oppofed  by  ^ 
intereft ;  for,  were  I  to  break  my  word,  I  ftiould 
ifiOX  dare  complain  were  others  to  break  their 

word 
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word  with  mc,    And^  were  I  to  fport  with  oatlis^ 
how  might  I  depend  on  the  oaths  of  others  ? 

Yet,  by  following  the  rule  of  Gito,  you  would 
expofe  yourfelf  to  different  dangers. 

Anfwer. 
He  who  abandons  himfelf  to  his  paffions  is  a 
loft  man.     The  general  rule  which  I  have  pre- 
fcribed  for  my  conduft  through  life  is — **  Ufe, 
'*  but  do  not  abufe.'* 

You  fpeak  fagely.    But  are  you  certain  you 
fliall  never  depart  firom  this  rule  ? 

Anfwcr. 
Self  prefervation  will  induce  me  to  be  carefid 
of  my  health ;  and  nothing  is  more  ruinous  to 
health  than  excefs  in  love.  I  ought  therefore 
to  be  careful,  that  I  may  not  exhauft  myftrength^ 
and  may  not  fubjeft  myfclf  to  horrid  difeafes^ 
which  would  render  the  flouriOiing  fpring  of 
youth  languid,  fickly,  and  wretched.  How  muft 
I  reproach  myfelf,  were  I  guilty  of  my  own 
death !  Thus,  though  the  intereft  of  pleafure 
may  drag  me  along,  I  (hall  be  held  and  popped 
by  the  intereft  of  felf  prefervation. 

Nothing  can  be  objefted  to  fuch  reafons. 

But, 
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But,  rigid  as  you  are  toward  yourfclf,  you  will 
no  doubt  be  very  fevere  to  others. 

Anjwer. 
I  am  not  fevere  to  m}felf ;  I  am  only  pru- 
dent. I  deny  myfelf  only  that  which  is  injurious 
to  my  charadVer,  my  health,  and  niy  honour. 
Far  from  being  unfeeling,  I  compaffionate  ali 
the  woes  of  my  fellow-creatures  :  nor  dqes  this 
fatisfy  me;  I  endeavour  to  affift  and  render 
themi  every  fervice  in  my  power ;  whether  by 
fuccouring  indigence  with  the  wealth  I  poffefs, 
advi6ng  them  in  trouble,  proving  their  inno- 
cence when  afperfed,  or  in  giving  them  recom- 
mendations when  I  find  proper  opportunities. 

Should  you  be  too  liberal  in  alms,  you  would 
expend  all  your  property. 

An/wtr* 
•    I  give  according  to  my  abilities ;  it  is  money 
which  produces  a  hundred  fold,  in  the  fweet 
pleafure  that  is  experienced  while  relieving  the 

unfortunate. 

^eftion. 
But  there  is  greater  danger  ftill,  in  declaring 
yourfelf  the  defender  of  the  opprefled. 

-.  Anjwer. 
And  muft  I  behold  innocence  perfecuted,  yet 

lend 
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lend  it  no  aid  ?  Knowing  die  trudi>  and  capable 
of  being  a  witnefs  againft  falfe  accufacion^  I 
fhould  betray  this  truth,  were  I  not  to  bring  it 
to  light ;  and  (hould  hil  in  all  the  dudes  of  a 
worthy  maq^  either  from  infenfibility  or  weak- 
nefs. 

Yet,  confidering  the  nature  of  mankind,  all 
truths  are  not  proper  to  be  (poken. 

An/wtr. 
In  general,  it  is  the  unqualified  manner  of 
fpeaking  truth  which  renders  it  difagreeable ; 
when  it  is  announced  with  modelly,  and  without 
faftidiou(hefs,  it  feldom  meets  an  ill  recepdon. 
In  fine,  I  know  how  neceflary  it  is  to  be  aflifted 
und  defended.  From  whom  can  I  demand  (uch 
fervices,  if  I  perform  none  fuch  myfelf  ? 

By  ferving  men  we  frequently  oblige  only  the 
ungratefiil.  What  profit  would  you  gain  by 
your  trouble  ? 

Jitfwer. 

To  be  the  caufe  of  ingratitude  in  others  is 
glorious;  but  it  is  infamous  to  be  ungrateful 
yourfelf. 

Gratitude  is  a  heavy  and  often  an  infupport- 
•    I  able 
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able  load ;  a  benefit  received  is  never  repaid. 
Do  not  you  think  it  painful  to  bcir  the  burthea 
all  your  life  } 

No;  becaufe  the  recoUedtion  would  incef- 
lantly  remind  me  of  the  noble  behaviour  of  my 
friends,  which  I  wifli  never  to  forget.  I  have 
a  (hort  memory  only  on  fubjedts  of  offence. 
Without  gratitude  there  can  be  no  virtue ;  it  is 
the  foul  of  friendftiip,  the  beft  confolation  of 
life ;  it  binds  us  to  our  kindred,  our  country, 
and  our  benefaftors.  Never  will  1  forget  that 
fociety  which  has  feen  my  birth;  that  breaft 
which  afforded  me  nutriment;  that  fathet 
who  brought  me  up;  that  fage  who  gave  me 
inftrudion ;  that  tongue  which  has  defended 
me;  or  that  arm  by  which  I  have  been  fuc- 
coured. 

I  confefs  the  fervices  whidi  have  been  render- 
ed you  have  been  of  ufe.  But  what  intereft  have 
you  in  this  return  of  gratitude  ? 

Anfwer. 
The  greateft  of  all  intereft,  that  of  preferving 
friends  for  the  time  of  need ;  in  deferving,.  by 
my  gratitude,  that  benevolent  minds  (hould  aid 
me  ;  for  there  is  no  man  who  is  never  in  want 
•f  aid*    I  therefore  muft  render  myfelf  worthy 

of 
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of  affiftance.  The  world  abhors  the  ungrateful^ 
who  are  regarded  as  the  perturbitors  of  the  moft 
pleafing  ties  of  focicty,  and  who  render  friend- 
(hip  dangerous^  and  good  offices  injurious  to 
thofe  by  whom  they  are  performed.  In  fine, 
the  ungrateful  return  ill  for  good ;  and,  to  do 
this,  the  heart  mull  be  unfeeling,  perverfe^  and 
atrocious.  Can  mine  be  fo  ?  Shall  I  render  my- 
felf  unworthy  of  thefociety  of  the  good?  Shall  I 
aft  in  oppofition  to  the  fecret  inftinft  of  my 
heart,  which,  loudly  admonifhing  me,  fays-— 
•*  Be  not  inferior  to  thy  benefadors  :  return  if 
*^  poffible  the  fervices  a  hundred  fold,  which 
**  thou  haft  received  from  their  generofity  ?" 
Rather  let  death  terminate  my  eliftence  than 
let  me  difgrace  myfelf  by  fuch  infamy  !  That  I 
may  be  cheerful  and  contented,  it  is  requifite  I 
ftiould  be  fatisfied  with  myfelf;  that,  when  re- . 
capitulating  my  aftions  on  an  evening,  I  (hould 
find  fufficient  to  flatter  and  not  to  rcprefs  my 
felf-love.  The  more  traits  of  juftice,  generofity, 
dignity,  gratitude,  and  grandeur  of  mind  I  caa 
difcover  in  myfelf,  the  greater  will  be  my  fatif. 
fadion. 

Slueftion. 
But  you  extend  your  gratitude  to  your  coui^ 
try.     What  are  your  obligations  ? 
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Infinite :  my  talents^  fuch  as  they  are  i  my 
fcar es>  my  love,  my  life,  are  my  coqnitry's* 

§luefiion. 
True  it  is  that  patriotifm,  in  Greece  and  Romei 
was  produdive  of  the  mfoft  heroic  aftions.  Front 
this  principle,  while  the  laws  of  Lycurgos  con* 
timied  to  be  obferved,  the  Spartans  maint^ned 
their  jpower.  In  confequenee  of  this  inviolable 
attachment,  the  Roman  republic  produced  citi- 
zens who  rendered  her  the  miftrefs  of  the  world. 
But  how  do  you  combine  your  intereft  with  that 
of  your  country  ? 

Anfwer. 
Without  difficulty ;  becaufe  eveiy  worthy  ac- 
tion is  followed  by  its  own  reward.  What  I 
facrifice  of  my  intereft  I  gain  in  repCitation ;  and 
my  country,  a  kind  mother,  js  indeed  obliged 
to  recompenfe  the  fervices  (he  receives. 

In  what  do  fuch  fervices  cpniift  ? 

They  are  innumerable.  We  may  be  uifeful 
to  our  country,  by  educating  our  children  in 
worthy  and  gockl  principles ;  by  improving  the 
date  of  agriculture  on  <)ur  own  tifticcs ;  by  admi- 
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niftering  jufticc  equitably ;  by  diftributing  the 
pubKc  revenues  difintereftedly ;  by  endeavour- 
ing to  render  the  age  in  which  we  live  illuftrious ; 
by  our  virtues,  or  our  knowledge ;  by  embracing 
the  profeflion  of  arms,  from  a  pure  fentiment 
of  honour ;  by  renouncing  effeminacy  for  vigi* 
lance  and  activity,  intereft  for  renown,  and  life 
for  glory ;  by  acquiring  all  the  knowledge  which 
is  neceflary  to  fucceed  in  fo  difficult  an  art ;  and, 
in  fine,  by  defending  the  intercfts  of  our  coun- 
try, at  our  own  perfonal  peril*  Such  are  my 
duties. 

This  is  to  burthen  yourfelf  with  many  cares 
and  troubles. 

Anjwer, 

A  country  rejeds  ufelefs  citizens,  who  jemain 
Its  encumbrances.  By  tacit  convention  every 
member  is  bound  to  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  great  family  of  the  (late ;  and,  as  the  barren 
branches  of  trees  are  lopped  away,  in  like  man- 
ner fociety  rejefts  the  debauched,  the  faunter- 
ing,  and  that  whole  race  of  indolent  men  who^ 
for  tlie  aloft  part,  are  perverfc ;  who  are  con- 
qe'ntrated  in  themfelves ;  and  are  (atisfied  with 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  fociety,  without  in 
any  manner  contributing  to  ijts  utility.    Had  I 

the 
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the  power,  it  is  my  wifti  to  exceed  my  duties* 
i  am  excited  by  noble  emulation  to  imitate  great 
examples.  Why  do  you  think  fo  ill  of  me,  as  to 
believe  me  incapable  of  thofc  efforts  of  virtue, 
the  models  of  which  other  men  have  furniflied  j 
Am  I  not  endowed  with  the  fame  organs  as  they 
were  ?  Have  I  not  a  heart  capable  of  the  fame 
fenfations  ?  Shall  I  put  the  age  in  which  I  live 
to  the  blulh ;  and,  by  my  cowardly  conduft,  give 
occaGon  to  fufpeft  that  we  are  a  degenerate  race, 
incapable  of  the  virtues  of  our  anceftors  ?  Befide, 
am  I  not  mortal  ?  Do  I  know  when  my  career 
may  end  ?  And,  fince  die  I  muft,  were  it  not 
better  that  my  laft  moments  (hould  be  glorious, 
and  perpetuate  rtiy  name  to  the  end  of  ages,  than 
that  I  (hould  expire,  after  having  lived  a  life  of 
infignificance  and  obfcurity,  a  prey  to  difeafe 
more  cruel  than  the  enemy^s  fword  ?  Or  than 
that  myfelf^  my  name,  and  my  afts,  (hould  lie 
buried  together  in  the  grave  ? .  It  is  my  defire  to 
deferve  to  be  known,  to  be  virtuous,  to  ferve 
my  country,  and  to  polTefs  my  fmall  niche  in 
the  temple  of  Fame. 

Siueftion. 
Thinking  thus,  poflTefs  it  you  undoubtedly 
will.    Plato  has  faid  that  the  laft  paflSon  of  the 
fage  is  the  love  of  fame.     I  am  delighted  to  per- 
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ceive  thde  excellent  propenfities  in  you.  You 
have  difcovered  that  true  happinefs  confifts  in 
virtue :  perlevere  in  fentiments  fo  noble ;  and 
you  will  neither  want  friends  during  your  life^ 
nor  fiune  after  your  death* 
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Gentlemek^ 

IN  all  ages,  efpecially  among  the  moft  wife 
and  poliftied  nations,  riien  of  high  and 
uncommon  genius  have  been  honoured,  during 
their  lives,  and  ftill  more  honoured,  after  their 
death.  They  have  been  confidered  as  phenome- 
na, who,  by  their  own  perfonal  fplendor,  refleft 
honour  on  their  country.  The  firft  lawgivers, 
who  taught  men  to  live  in  fociety  ;  the  firft 
heros,  who  defended  their  fellow  citizens ;  the 
philofophers,  who  fearched  into  the  profundities 
of  nature,  and  there  difcovered  fome  truths ;  the 
poets,  who  tranfmitted  the  great  aftions  of  their 
cotemporaries  to  future  generations — thefe  were 
all  of  them  regarded  as  beings  fuperior  to  the 
human  race:  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  fa- 
voured by  the  particular  infpiration  of  the  Deity. 
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Hence  happened  it  that  altars  were  raifed  to 
Socrates ;  that  Hercules  "v^^as  held  to  be  a  god  ; 

■ 

that  Greece  hoaoured  Orpheus ;  and  that  feven 
cities  difputed  the  glory  of  having  given  birth 
to  Homer.  The  people  of  Athens,  whofe  edu- 
cation was  of  the  moft  perfeft  kind,  knew  the 
Uiad  by  rotej  and,  with  the  finoft  feelings  of  the 
heart,  celebrated  the  glory  of  their  ancient  he- 
roes, by  finging  this  poem. 

Sophocles,  who>  in  like  iBAoner,  was  feen 
to  carry  the  palm  at  the  theatre,  was  in  great 
efleem  for  his  genius ;  apd,  dill  more,  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  execution  of  the  moft  confide- 
rable  offices  by  the  republic  of  Athens.  How 
much  Efchinus,  Pericles,  and  Demofthenes 
were  cfteemed,  all  know.  All  know  that  Peri- 
cles twice  faved  the  life  of  Diagoras ;  the  Mi 
time  by  protefting  him  from  the  fury  of  the 
Sophifts,  and  the  fecond  by  yielding  him  bene- 
volent affiftance. 

Whoever,  in  Greece,  wa$  poffeffcd  of  talents, 
was  certain  to  find  admirers,  and  even  entbu- 
fiafts.  Encouragement  fo  powerful  caufed  the 
developement  of  genius :   it  was   this  which 

■ 

gave  the  mind  that  elaftic  force,  which  made  it 
rife,  and  furpafs  the  bounds  of  mediocrity, 
liow  great  was  the  emulation  philolbpbers  £ek, 
when  they  heard  that  Philip  of  Macedon  fc- 

lefted 
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UApA  Ariftotle,  as  the  only  preceptor  worthy 
CO  educate  Alexander  !  In  this  fine  age^  merit 
lUways  met  its  reward;  talents  were  always 
honotired ;  good  authors  were  diilinguilhed  ; 
.the  works  of  Thucydides  and  of  XenophoU 
werd  in  the  hands  of  aU  men ;  and^  in  fine^  eadi 
citizen  feemed  to  participate  the  £uiie  of  tha& 
^mcn  of  genius  who  then  rendered  the  Grecian 
name  fuperior  to  that  of  all  other  nations. 

Rome  foon  afterward  fiimifhed  the  world 
Tvidi  a  fimilar  fpe6tacle.  Cicero  arofe,  whofe 
philefophic  mind  and  eloquence  elevated  him 
to  the  height  of  glory.  Lucretius  did  not  live 
)oDg  enough  to  enjoy  his  £une^  Virgil  and 
Horace  were  honoured  by  the  fuffrages  of  thefe 
lepublicans,  thefe  xnoparchs;  they  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  familiarity  of  Augoftus ;  and  par- 
fook  the  rewards  which  that  artful  tyrant  dif- 
tributed  among  thofe  who  celebrated  his  vir- 
tuesy  and  cad  a  veil  over  his  vices. 

At  the  reWval  of  letters,  in  our  weftern  he- 
mifphere,  we  recoiled  with  pleafure  the  eager- 
neis  with  which  the  Medicis,  and  fome  (bve- 
reign  pontiffs^  welcomed  mei  of  literature. 
Petrarch  was  crowned  a  poet;  and  death  de- 
prived Taflb  of  the  honour  of  being  crowned 
in  that  fame  capitol  where,  formerly,  the  van- 
guiflbers  of  the  world  had  trhmiphed. 
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Louis  XIV.  ardent  to  obtain  every  kind  of 
renown,  negleAed  not  that  of  rewarding  thofc 
extraordinary  men  whom  nature  prodiKcd 
•under  liis  reign.  He  was  not  fatisfied  with 
Ihowering  his  bene&dions  on  Boffuet,  Fenelon, 
Racine,  and  Boileau ;  he  extended  his  muni- 
ficence to  all  men  of  letten,  be  their  country 
what  it  would,  did  but  their  fame  happen  to 
reach  his  ear. 

Such  is  the  efteem  in  which  all  ages  hav« 
held  thofe  men  of  fortunate  genius,  who  feeat 
to  ennoble  the  human  fpecies^  and  whofe  works 
are  our  recreation,  and  our  delight,  amid  the 
roiferies  of  life.  It  is  therefore  but  juft  that 
we  (hould  pay  to  the  manes  of  that  great  man, 
.whofe  lofs  Europe  deplores,  the  tribute  of  praifc 
and  admiration  which  he  fo  well  has  merited. 

We  do  not  propde,  gentlemen,  to  enquire  cir- 
cumftantially  into  the  private  life  of  M.  de  WoU 
taire.  The  hiftory  of  a  king  ought  to  confift  in  the 
enumeration  of  the  benefits  which  he  has  feat- 
tered  among  his  people  s  that  of  a  warrior,  ia 
his  campaigns ;  and  that  of  a  man  of  letters,  ia 
an  analyfis  of  his  works.  Anecdotes  may  amufe 
curiofity ;  actions  inftruft  mankind.  But,  as  it 
is  impoffible  individually  to  enumerate  that 
multitude  of  works  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  the  fecundity  of  M.  de  Voltaire,  you  will 

kindly 
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kindly  be  fatisfied,  gemlemen,  with  the  fketch 
I  fhall  trace,  while  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  mere- 
ly  to  touch  upon  the  principal  events  of  his 
Jifc. 

To  dwell  upon  refearches  merely  relative  to 
his  family,  would  be  to  diflionour  M.  de  VoU 
taire.  In  oppofition  to  thofe  who  owe  every 
thbg  to  th^ir  anceftors,  nothing  to  themfclves, 
be  was  the  debtor  only  of  nature ;  he  was  him- 
felf  the  fole  inftrument  of  his  foitune  and  his 
^ame*  We  muft  b^  fatisfied  with  remembering 
that  his  relations,  whp  were  of  the  magiftracy, 
gave  him  a  proper  education.  He  ftudied  at  the 
college  of  Louis  the  Great,  under  the  fathers 
Poree  and  Tourneminc,  who  were  the  firft  to 
difcover  the  rays  of  that  refplendent  flam« 
which  fliines  through  his  works* 

Though  young,  M.  de  Voltaire  was  not  re- 
garded as  a  common  child :  his  talents  early 
began  to  appear,  and  mtroduced  him  to  the 
houfe  of  madame  de  Rupelmonde.  That  lady, 
charmed  with  the  vivacity,  wit,  and  talents  of 
the  youthful  poet,  was  his  pafTport  into  the  beft 
companies  of  Paris.  The  fafliionable  world 
became  to  him  the  fchool  in  which  his  taftc 
acquired  that  delicate  difcrimination,  that  po* 
litenefs,  and  that  urbanity,  which  never  are  at- 
tained by  folitary  erudition,  that  forms  an  i\\ 

6  judgmeht 


49*  rosTHirnots  woRKf« 

jadgmeitt  of  srhstt  may  phztc  refined  focictyVi 
and  has  too  diftant  a  yiew  to  becomt  ocqtiaintcd 
with  its  manners.  To  this  ftyle  <>(  fafhion^  ttib 
Tarnifli  which  is  fpread  over  his  works,  is  M^ 
de  Vohair^  pnncipalfy  indebted  for  that  vogue 
in  which  they  at  prefenc  are» 

His  tragedy  of  OSdipus,  and  fome  agreeable 
▼cries  to  priratc  perfons>  had  appeared  ia  the 
world,  wheo  ao  indecent  iatirical  poem  againft 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  then  regent  of  France^ 
was  difperfed  through  Paris^  One  La  Grange* 
the  author  of  that  wo^k  of  darknefs,  that  h^ 
might  avoid  ibfpicioo  himfetf^  found  mcims  tOt 
paTs  it  under  the  name  of  M*  de  Vokaire..  Go* 
vemn^nt  B&td  with  precipifatioa ;  the  youthful 
poety  inttocent  though  he  was^  being  acteAed> 
was  conducted  to  the  BaftiHe^  where  he  fbcne 
months  remained^  But  as  ic  is  the  prc^perty  of 
truth  foon  or  late  to  appear,  the  true  oalprit  was 
pttoUhed,  and  M.  de  Voltair^  jtiftified  and  re* 
leafed.  Could  you,  gentlemen,  have  imagined 
that  it  was  at  the  Baflille,  in  priibn,  that  our 
yoYxig  bard  competed  the  two  &ft  bookrof  his 
Heariade  ?  Though  ftrange,.  this  is  true.  His 
prifon  became  his  Pamaflus,  to  which  the  tmifes 
reforted  \  It  is  equally  true  that  the  fecond 
book  is,  now,  what  it  appeared  in  this  firft 
copy.    Not  having  paper,  or  ink,  be  learnt  ths 

verfes 


Vtafes  bf  roie>  and  retained  them  in  his  toc^ 
oioiy. 

Sodn  after  he  had  gained  hb  freedom^  in* 
digham  at  the  unworthy  and  opprd^rious  crest* 
fueat  which  be  had  exidured^  to  the  difgrace  o£ 
hts  country^  he  retired  to  England^  Hei^  he 
tKxt  only  met  a  moft  favourable  receptioa 
from  the  public,  but  ^iih  iooa  acquired  a  num- 
ber of  ei3thuiia(tic  admirers*  At  LondoA  he 
fimfiied  his  Henriade ;  which  he  then  publiOied. 
under  the  tide  of  P6eme  de  ia  Ugtu  K 

Our  young  poet,  who  knew  how  to  turn  eSi 
things  to  profit,  applied  Hmfclf  principaUy^ 
ivhile  in  El&giand,  to  the  dudy  of  philofotpliy  ; 
for  there^  at  that  time,  the  Mioik  fage  and  pro* 
found  philofophers  flouri(hed.  He  feized  the 
<iue  with  which  the  ctrcumfpe&  Locke  had 
guided  himfetf  througlt  the  labyrinth  of  tneta- 
phyfics ;  and^  curbing  his  impetuous  imagioa^ 
tUm^  he  foberly  fat  down  to  the  laborious  cal« 
culati^ns  of  the  immortal  Newtoa.  So  well  did. 
he  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  dHcoveries  of  that 
phitoCbpher,  and  his  progrefe  was  fuch,  that^  in 
an  abridgmettf ,  he  gave  fo  clear  an  expofidcui 
of  the  Newtonian  fyftem,  thaNhe  enabled  the 
uoieamed  reader  to  underftand  what  he  read«. 
Qefore  he  appeared,  M.  de  Fontenelle  was  the 

*  like  Pdem  ^F  the  Ltaj^cu 
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only  philofophcr  who,  fcattcring  flowers  over 
the  thorny  path  of  aftronomy,  had  rendered  it 
fufceptibic  of  araufing  the  fair  fex.  The  Eng- 
lilh  were  flattered  to  find  a  Frenchman,  who, 
not  fatisfied  with  admiring  their  philofophers^ 
tranflated  them  into  his  own  language.  The 
moft  illuftrious  charafters  in  London  were 
eager  to  obtain  his  acquaintance.  Never  was 
ftranger  more  favourably  received  by  that  na- 
tion. But,  however  flattering  this  triumph 
might  be  ta  felf-love,  the  love  of  his  country 
was  vidorious  in  the  heart  of  the  poet,  and 
he  returned  to  France. 

The  Parifians,  inflxufted  by  the  applaufc 
beftowed  on  our  young  poet,  by  a  nation  that 
was  as  learned  as  it  was  profound,  began  to  fuT- 
ped  that  a  man  of  genius  had  arifen  among 
them.  His  Letters  on  the  Englifli  then  appeared, 
in  which  the  author,  with  bold  and  rapid  ftrokes, 
painted  the  manners,  arts,  religion,  and  govern- 
ment of  that  people.  His  tragedy  of  Brutus, 
written  to  give  pleafure  to  a  free  nation,  foon 
fucceeded  ;  as  likewife  did  his  Marianne,  and 
many  other  pieces. 

There  was  at  that  time,  in  France,  a  lady* 
celebrated  by  her  tafte  for  the  arts  and  the  fci- 
ences.     You  will  eaiily  imagine,  gendemen^ 
the  lady  I  allude  to  was  the  illuftrious  roar- 
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chioncfs  du  Chatekt,     She  had  read  the  phi- 
lofophic  works  of  our  young  author ;  flie  foon 
became  acquainted  with  hini;   her  defire  of 
information,  and  her  ardour  deeply  to  examine 
the  few  truths  which  the  human  mind  is  capable 
of  examining,  increafed  their  friendftiip,  and 
rendered  it  indiflbluble.    Madame  du  Chatelet 
^mediately  abandoned  the  Theodicea  of  Leib- 
nitz, and  the  ingenious  romances  of  that  philo* 
fopher,  that,  in  their  ftead,  ftie  might  adopt  the 
method  of  the  circumfpedk  and  prudent  Locke ; 
which  was  lefs  calculated  to  gratify  the  ardour  of 
curiofity,  than  to  convince  the  underftanding.  She 
ftudied  geometry  fufficiently  to  follow  Newton  in 
his  abftradt  calailations.    She  was  even  fo  per- 
fevering,  in  her  application,  that  fhe  competed 
an  abridgment  of  this  fjrftem,  for  the  ufe  of 
her  fon,     Cirey  foon  became  the  philoibphic 
retreat  of  thefe  two  friends :  there  they  both 
compofed  works  of  different  kinds,  which  they 
communicated  to  each  other ;  endeavouring,  by 
mutual  remark,  to  impart  to  their  produftions 
that  degree  of  perfeftion  to  which  it  was  pro- 
bable they  could  attain.    Here  Zaire,  Alzire, 
Merope,  Semiramis,  Catiline,  Ele6tra,  or  Orcf- 
tes,  were  compofed, 

M.  de  Voltaire,  whofe  adivity  rendered  him 
univerfal,  did  not  entirely  confine  himfelf  to^ 

th« 
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the  pleafure  of  enricbiag  the  theatre  by  bis  tri« 
gcdies.  It  was  for  the  ufe  of  the  nurchionefs 
du  Cbatelet  that' he  wrote  his  Eflay  on  Univerial 
Hiftory.  The  Hiftory  of  Louis  XIV.  and  tiie 
Hiftory  of  Charles  XIL  had  previoufly  ap- 
peared. 

An  author  of  genius  (b  rare^  equally  yarioos 
and  corred,  coul4  not  efcape  the  notice  of  the 
French  academy :  this  teminary  claimed  htm 
as  a  Ton ;  he  became  a  member  of  that  iUuf^ 
trious  body>  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  bright- 
tft  ornaments.  Louis  XV.  that  he  might  dif* 
tingui(b  him^  honoured  him  with  the  place  of 
his  Gen^eman  in  Ordinary^  and  with  that  of 
Hiftoriograplier  of  France,  which  it  mzy  be 
faid  he  had  already  filled,  by  writing  the  Hif* 
tory  of  Louis  XIV. 

Senfible  as  M.  dc  Vokaire  was  to  fuch  fplen* 
4id  marks  of  approbation,  he  flill  was  more  fo 
to  friendflup.  Infeparably  atuched  to  madame 
du  Cbatelet,  the  magnificence  of  a  brilliant 
oourt  dazzled  not  his  eyes,  fo  as  to  induce  him 
to  prefer,  the  grandeurof  Verfailles  to  the  abode 
of  Luneville  *;  much  lefs  to  the  p4eafing  re- 
treat of  Cirey.  Thefe  two  friends  there  peace- 
ably enjoyed  that  portion  of  happinefs  of  which 

.«  WIevt  Staoiflaufi  the  dethraied  Idnft  of  Poland,  heU 
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humanity  is  fufceptible^  when  the  death  of  the 
toarchionefs  du  Chatelet  interrupted  a  union  to 
enviable :  this  was  a  blow  too  feVerc  for'the  fenfi* 
bility  of  M.  de  Voltaire ;  and,  to  fupport  it,  he 
was  obliged  to  exert  all  his  philofophy. 

At  the  very  time  when  he  was  employing  hi$ 
whole  force  to  vanquilh  his  afflidion,  he  was  in- 
vited to  the  court  of  Pruflia  :  the  king,  who  had 
feen  him  in  the  year  1740,  was  defirous  of  ac- 
quiring a  man  of  genius  of  fuch  uncommon  emi- 
nence. M.  de  Voltaire  came  to  Berlin  in  the 
year  1752.  There  were  no  fubjefts  with  which 
he  was  not  acquainted ;  his  converfatibii  \fras  as 
in(lru6tive  as  it  was  pleafing ;  his  imagination 
as  brilliant  as  it  was  various ;  and  his  wit  at 
quick  as  his  underftanding  was  collected  :  he 
embelliflied  the  barrennefs  of  his  fubjeft  by  the 
graces  of  fidion.  In  a  word,  he  was  the  delight 
of  all  fociety. 

An  unfortunate  difpute  arofe  between  him 
and  M.  deMaupertuis,  which  occafioned  theft 
two  learned  men,  formed  as  they  were  to  love 
and  hot  to  hate  each  other,  to  entertain  fenti- 
ments  of  enmity  ;  and  the  war  which  followed, 
in  1756,  infpired  M.  de  Voltaire  with  the  wiQi 
to  fix  his  refidence  in  Swiflerland.  He  firft  went 
to  Geneva  and  Laufanne ;  he  afterward  purchafed 
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the  D^lices*;  and  finally  fettled  at  Ferney.  He 
divided  his  time  between  fludy  and  labour; 
he  read  and  wrote ;  and  thus  by  the  fruitfulnefs 
of  his  genius  afforded  employment  to  all  the 
bookfellers  of  thefe  Cantons. 

The  refidence  of  M.  de  Voltaire,  the  effcr- 
Tefcence  of  his  genius,  and  the  facility  of  his 
produftions,  perfuaded  his  whole  neighbour-* 
hood  that  nothing  more  than  will  was  wanting 
to  become  a  man  of  wit.  The  fuppofition  feemed 
like  a  kind  of  epidemic  difeafe,  with  which  the 
Swifs,  who  are  not  fuppofed  to  be  the  mod  apt  of 
mankind,  were  attacked  :  they  could  no  longer 
cxprefs  themfelves  on  the  commoneft  fubjeds 
l>ut  by  antithefes,  or  an  epigrammatic  point.  The 
city  of  Geneva  moft  powerfully  felt  the  conta- 
gion: the  citizens,  who  imagined  themfelves 
nothing  lefs  than  fo  many  Lycurgufes,  were  all 
difpofed  to  frame  new  laws  for  their  country; 
while  none  were  willing  to  obey  thofe  that  were 
in  exiftence.  Thefe  emotions,  occafioned  by  an 
ill-conceived  zeal  for  freedom,  gave  rife  to  a 
kind  of  infurredtion,  and  a  war  that  was  rather 
ridiculous  than  ferious.  M.  de  Voltaire  did  not 
fail  to  immortalize  the  event,  by  writing  a  poem 
on  the  faid  war,  after  the  manner  of  Homer's 
War  of  the  Frogs  and  Mice. 

^  An  cftatc  to  which  M.  de  Voltaire  gave  this  name.   T. 

His 
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•  His  pen  was  fometimes  employed  on  theatri-^ 
cal  fubjefts,  fometimes  in  hiflorical  and  philofo- 
(diical  mifcellanies,  and  at  others  in  allegoric 
and  moral  romances;  yet,  at  the  time  that  he  thus 
enriched  literature  with  his  new  productions, 
he  likewife  applied  himfelf  to  rural  ceconomy. 
This  proves  how  fufccptible  a  good  underftand- 
ing  is  of  aflumbg  every  form.  Femcy  was  an 
eftate  confiding  chiefly  of  wafte  land,  when  pur* 
chafed  by  our  philofopher :  by  him  it  was  culti- 
Tated ;  and  not  only  repeopled,  but  he  there  af- 
fembled  numerous  anifls  and  manu&durers. 

Do  not  let  us,  gentlemen,  too  fuddenly  recol- 
lect the  occaiion  of  our  grief:  leave  we. for  a 
time  M.  dc  Vokaire  in  tranquillity  at  Ferney; 
and  let  us  in  the  interim  caft  a  more  atten- 
tive retrofped  over  his  numerous  and  various 
produdions.  Hiftory  informs  us  that  Virgil, 
when  dying,  ill  fatisfied  with  the  iBneid,  which 
he  had  not  brought  to  the  perfedion  he  himfelf 
wiflied,  was  defirous  it  (hould  be  burnt.  The 
long  life  of  M.  de  Voltaire  enabled  him  to 
polilh  and  corredt  his  Poem  of  the  League,  and 
to  render  it  what  it  at  prefent  is,  under  the  name 
of  the  Henriade.  Envy  has  reproached  our  iiut 
thor,  by  aflerting  it  was  only  an  imitation  pf  tlif 
^neid ;  and  it  muft  be  confefied  the  fubjefts  of 
fome  of  th«  books  have  a  iimilarity :  but  they 
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arc  not  fenrilc  copies.  If  Virgil  dcpiftcd  the 
dcftruftion  of  Troy,  Voltaire  difplayed  the  hor- 
rors of  St.  Bartholomew.  The  amour  betwe«i 
Henry  IV.  and  the  beautiful  Galxielle  has  been 
compared  to  the  loves  of  Dido  and  .£neas ;  and 
the  dream  of  Henry  IV.,  with  the  prophecy  of  the 
future  deftiny  of  the  Bourbons  by  St.  Ijouis^ 
to  the  defcent  of  iEneas  into  hell,  where  An* 
cfaifes  difcovers  to  his  fon  his  future  pofterity. 
Might  I  dare  venture  my  opinion,  I  Ibould 
judge  the  fuperiority  of  two  of  the  books  to  the 
French ;  that  is  to  fay,*  the  maflacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  the  dream  of  Henry  IV.  Virgil 
is  luperior  to  Voltaire  only  in  the  loves  of  Dido^ 
for  there  the  Latin  author  fpeaks  to  and  interefts 
the  heart,  and  the  French  fpeaks  only  in  allegory : 
but,  were  we  candidly  to  examine  the  two  poems 
without  prejudice,  either  for  the  ancients  or  the 
moderns^  we  (houid  confefs  that  many  of  the 
parts  of  the  ^neid  would  not  be  fuffered  in 
works  written  by  our  cotemporarics ;  as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  funeral  honours  which  JEnesis  renders 
his  father  Anchifes;  tl^e  fable  of  the  harpies, 
their  prophecy  to  the  Trojans,  in  which  they 
tell  thepi  they  (hall  be  obliged  to  eat  their  plates, 
9tnd  the  manner  in  which  that  prophecy  is  ac- 
compli(hed ;  the  fow  with  her  nine  pigs,  which 
denote  the  place  where  Mncz%  is  to  find  an  end  to 

all 
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all  his  labours;  his  (hips  changed  into  nymphs; 
a  flag  killed  by  Afcanius,  which  occafions  the 
war  between  the  Trojans  and  Rutuli ;  and  the 
hatred  which  the  gods  infufe  into  the  hearts  of 
Amata  and  Lavinia  againft  jErieas,  whom  La- 
vinia  finally  marries.  Probably  thefe  were  the 
defefts  with  which  Virgil  himfelf  was  diffatisficd, 
when  he  determined  to  burn  his  book;  and 
which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  judicious 
critics,  ought  to  place  the  -^neid  below  the 
Henriade. 

If  difficulties  to  vanquifh  conftitute  the  merits 
of  an  author,  M.  de  Voltaire  had  certainly  more 
to  furmount  than  Virgil.  The  fubjed  of  the 
Henriade  is  the  redudion  of  Paris,  accomplifhed 
by  the  converfion  of  Henry  IV,:  the  poet  con- 
fequently  had  not  the  liberty  to  put  the  whole 
machinery  of  the  marvellous  in  motion ;  he 
^yas  confined  to  Chriftian  myfleries,  which  are 
much  lefs  fruitful  in  agreeable  and  pidurefque 
images  than  was  the  Pagan  mythology.  We  cer- 
tainly cannot  read  the  tenth  book  of  the  Hen- 
liade  without  confeffing  that  the  charms  of  poe- 
try have  the  gift  of  ennobling  all  fubjefts.  M. 
de  Voltaire  was  the  only  perfon  diflatisfied 
with  his  poem.  He  thought  his  hero  was  not 
cxpofed  to  perils  fufficiently  great,  and  that  con- 
fequently  he  muft  interefl  lefs  than  u£neas,  who 
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never  efcapes  one  danger  without  being  aflaulted 
by  another. 

Examining  the  tragedies  of  M.  de  Voltaire 
with  the  fame  ipirit  of  impartiality,  we  muft  owa 
that^  in  fome  refpe^ts^  he  is  fuperior  to  Racine; 
and,  in  others,  inferior  to  that  famous  poet.  Oedi- 
pus was  the  firft  play  M*  de  Voltaire  wrote  ;  his 
mind  was  imprefled  with  the  beauties  of  Sopho* 
cles  and  Eqripides,  and  his  memory  inceflantly 
recoUeded  the  contii^ued  and  flowing  elegance 
of  Racine..  Thus  doubly  potent,  his  firft  pro- 
dudion  was  introduced  to  the  theatre  as  a  maf- 
ter- piece.  Some  critics,  perhaps,  not  fufficiently 
candid,  were  offended,  that  old  Jocafta  (hould^ 
at  the  fight  of  PhiloAetes,  feel  a  paflion,  that  was 
almoft  extind:  in  her  bofom,  agam  take  birth.: 
But,  had  the  part  of  Philodetes  been  retrenched,, 
thofe  beauties  which  are  produced  by  the  con*, 
trafts  between  his  character  and  that  of  OBdipus, 
would  have  been  loft. 

His  Brutus  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  more  pro- 
per for  reprefentation  on  the  theatre  of  London 
than  on  that  of  Paris ;  becaufe  a  father  who  in 
cold  blood  condemns  his  fbn  to  death  is  regarded 
as  a  barbarian ;  whereas,  in  England,  a  conful 
facrificing  the  very  blood  of  his  body  to  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  is  refpe&ed  as  a  god. 

His  Marian,  and  numerous  other  pieces,  fig- 
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Halite  both  the  art  of  poetry^  and  the  fecun« 
dity  of  the  author^s  genius.  We  muft  not  how«* 
ever  difguife  truth;  we  muft  obfcrve  that  criti- 
cifm^  perhaps  too  fe  vere^  has  reproached  our  poet, 
by  affirming  the  contexture  of  his  tragedies  was 
&r  from  being  fo  natural  and  probable  as  that  of 
the  tragedies  of  Racine.  While  Iphigenia,  Phedra^ 
and  Athalia  are  neprcfented,  fay  thefe  critics,  you 
imagine  yourfelf  prefent  at  an  adioA  which  na- 
turally  and  clearly  developes  itfelf ;  whereas, 
when  Zaire  is  afted,  you  muft  delude  your 
mind  relative  to  probability,  and  pay  but  fmall 
attention  to  certain  defeds  by  which  it  is  fliock* 
ed :  they  add  that  the  fecond  aft  is  a  digreffion, 
during  which  the  auditor  is  condenmed  to  en* 
dure  the  dotage  of  the  aged  ILufignan,  who, 
finding  himfelf  again  in  his  palace,  knows  not 
where  he  is ;  who  fpeaks  of  his  ancient  feats  of 
arms,  in  the  language  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  regiment  of  Navarre,  become  the  governor 
of  Peronne.  The  means  by  which  he  recollefts 
his  children  are  not  very  evident.  To  induce  his 
daughter  to  be  a  chriftian,  he  informs  her  (he  is 
on  the  hiU  where  Abraham  facrificed,  or  would 
have  facrificed,  his  fon  Ifaac;  be  makes  her  pro-^^ 
xnife  to  be  baptized,  after  Ch^tillon  had  attefted 
that  he  himfelf  had  baptized  her ;  and  that  this 
18  the  plot  of  the  piece :  after  Lufignan  has  en- 
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groiled  this  cold  and  languid  aft,  he-  dies  of 
apoplexy^  wicbout  any  perfon  bebg  interefted 
by  his  death.  It  (hould  feem,  fince  a  pried  aod 
a  fiicrament  were  neceflary  to  the  plot,  that  the 
eucharift  might  have  been  fubftituted  to  bap- 
tifm. — But  however  well  founded  thefe  remarks 
might  be,  they  are  entirely  forgotten  in  the 
fifth  aft;  pathos,  pity,  and  terror,  which  this 
great  poet  has  the  art  to  excite  in  fo  fuperior  a 
manner,  huny  away  the  fpedbator,  who,  agi- 
tated by  paffions  fo  powerful,  forgets  trifling  de« 
fefts>  in  favour  of  beauties  fo  gpeat. 

It  will  therefore  be  confefloi  that  Radnc 
'  pofie0es  tb$  advantage  of  being  more  natural^ 
more  probable,  in  the  texture  of  his  dramas  ; 
and  that  throughout  them  reign  a  continued  ele* 
gance,  a  fweetnefs,  a  flow  of  verfification,  which, 
na  other  poet  fince  him  has  approached ;  but^ 
in  opposition  to  thefe,  fome  verfes  excepted^ 
V(hich  have  too  much  of  the  epic  in  the  plays 
of  M/  dc  Voltaire,  it  muft  be  allowed,  if  wc 
will  only  forget  the  fifth  ad  of  Catiline,  he  pof^ 
fefled  the  art  of  increafing  the  intereft  of  the 
plot  fcene  by  fcene,  and  ad  after  ad,  fo  as  to 
carry  it  to  the  extreme  at  the  cataftrophe.  This 
is  certainly  the  perfedion  of  poetry. 

His  univerial    genius  was  capable  of  alL 

After  having  wreftled  with  Yir^^  and  perhaps 
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thrown  him,  he  wifhcd  to  contend  with  Ariofto : 
he  wrote  his  Maid  of  Orleans  in  the  maooec  of 
the  Orlando  Furiofo.  The  former  poem  is  not 
an  imitation  of  the  latter;  the  fable,  the  mar- 
vellous, and  the  epifodes,  are  all  original ;  all 
breathe  gaiety,  and  a  vivid  imagination. 

His  (hort  poems,  written  on  focial  occafions^ 
are  the  delight  of  all  perfons  of  tafte ;  the  author 
of  them  was  the  only  perfon  who  held  them 
in  no  efteem ;  though  Anacreon,  Horace, 
Ovid,  TibuUus,  and  all  the  great  authors  of  an- 
tiquity,  have  left  us  no  models  in  their  various 
kinds  whiph  he  has  not  equalled.  Thefe  works 
he  wrote  without  effort,  but  thefe  were  not  to 
him  fatisfadory.  His  opinion  was,  that,  to  pof- 
fefs  well-merited  fame,  it  muft  be  acquired  by- 
conquering  the  greateft  impediments. 

After  having  given  an  abftrad  of  the  talents 
of  the  poet,  let  us  pafs.on  to  thofe  of  the  hifto- 
rian.  HisHiftory  of  Charles  XII.  was  the  firft 
he  compofed ;  he  was  the  Quintus  Curtius  of 
that  Alexander.  The  flowers  with  which  he 
ftrews  his  fubjeft  do  not  alter  the  reality  of  the 
£a6ts  :  he  depifts  the  ardent  valour  of  the  nor- 
thern hero,  in  the  moft  glowing  colours — his 
fortitude  on  certain  occafions,  his  obftinacy  on 
others,  his  profperity,  and  his  misfortunes. 

After  having  made  trial  of  his  ftrength  on 

Charles 
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Charles  XIL  he  ventured  to  attempt  the  hiftofy 
d  .the  age  of  l^uis  XIV,  He  did  not  in  this 
employ  the  romantic  ftyle  of  Quintus  CvirtiuS, 
but  fubftituted  that  of  Cicero ;  who,  pleading 
for  the  Manilia  law,  made  a!n  eulogium  oti 
Pompey.  A  Frenchmaii  himfelf,  he  enthufi- 
aftically  enumerates  the  famous  events  of  this 
fine  age  of  France;  expofes,  in  all  their  fplen« 
dour,  the  advantages  which  at  that  time  gave 
his  nation  a  preponderancjr  over  fo  many  other 
nations.  He  cites  the  num(?rous  men  of  genius 
who  feem  to  have  been  moulded  by  the  hand  of 
Louis  XIV. ;  and  depicts  the  reign  of  the  arts 
and  fciences,  protected  by  a  poliftied  court  i  the 
progrefs  of  induftry,  of  every  kind ;  and  that  in- 
trinfic  ftrength  of  France,  which  in  fome  mea- 
fure  rendered  her  king  the  arbiter  of  Europe. 
This  work,  unique  in  its  kind,  defervcdly  ac- 
quired M.  de  Voltaire  the  attachment  and  gra- 
titude of  the  whole  French  nation,  whofc  worth 
had  been  more  nobly  depided  by  him  than  by 
any  other  of  their  writers. 

The  ftyle  employed  by  him  in  his  Eflay  on 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  is  again  varied  :  it  is  ftrong 
and  ficnple.  The  charafter  of  his  mind  is  more 
manifcfted,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treat-* 
cd  that  hiftory,  than  in  his  other  writings.  Wc 
there  fee  the  impetuofity  of  fuperior  genhi* 
5  uking 
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taking  aa  enlarged  view  of  every  fubjed,  attach* 
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npted  himfelf  to  one  fpecies  of  knowledge* 
Ariftotle  and  Plato  were  philofophers ;  Efcbinus 
imdDemoflhenesi orators;  Hornet,  an  epic  poet; 
Sophocles  wrote  tragedies;   Anacreon,  odes; 
Thucydides  and  Xenophon^  hiftory  .Thus^  among 
the  Romans^  Virgil^  Horace,  Ovid,  and  Lu- 
cretius, were  poets ;  Varro  and  Livy,  hiftorians; 
Cra^vts  the  elder,.  Antony,  and  Horteniius,  (a- 
tisfied  thtmfelves  with  oratory ;  Cicero,  the  con- 
ful  orator,  the  defender  and  fether  of  bis  country^ 
was  the  only  one  who  united  in  himfelf  various 
ipecies  of  fcience  and  talents*    To  the  grand 
art  of  eloquence,  in  which  he  excelled  all  his 
cotemporaries,  he  added  the  profound  ftudy.of 
philofophy,  fuch  as  it  then  was :  this  appears 
from  his  Tufculan  Epiftles^  his  admirable  trea« 
tife  on  the  Nature  of  the  Gods,  and  his  Offices, 
which  is  perhaps  the  beft  moral  work  we  yet 
poflefs,  Cicero  was  even  a  poet :  he  tranflated 
the  verfes  of  Aratus  into  Latin ;  and  it  is  fup* 
pofed  his  correftions  improved  the  poem  of 
Lucretius. 

We  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  extend 
our  enquiries  through  a  fpace  of  feventeen  cea- 
turies,  to  find,  among  the  multitude  of  men 
who  have  compofed  the  human  race,  Cicero 
alone,  whofe  knowledge  might  be  compared 
with  that  of  our  illulbious  author.  It  may  be 
3  .  affirmed. 
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affirmed,  if  I  may  be  permitted  thus  to  exprcfc 
myfelf,  that  M.  de  Voltaire  was  hi  mfclf  equal 
to  a  whole  academy.  There  are  efia^  writcefi 
by  him,  in  which  we  imagine  we  meet  with 
Bayle,  armed  with  all  his  logical  arguments  ;  in 
others  we  think  we  are  reading  Thucydidw; 
Here  he  is  a  philofopher,  difcovering  the  fecrets 
of  nature ;  and  there  a  metaphyfician,  who,  reft- 
ing  on  analogy  and  experiment,  follows  wkb 
meafured  fteps  the  traces  of  Locke.  In  other 
of  his  works  we  difcover  the  riVai  of  Sopbccles^ : 
here  he  fcatters  flowers  as  hfe  proceeds  i  there  he 
pfeyfuUy  puts  on  the  fock;  though  it  feerns 
riiat  his  elevated  imagination  did  not  take  plea^' 
fure  in  confining  its  flight  to  the  fportive  track 
of  Terence  or  Moliere.  Sodn  you  fee  ^itxi 
mounting  his  Pegaius,  who,  extending  hisr 
wings,  tranfports  him  to  the  heights  of  Helicon, 
where  the  god  of  the  mufes  affigns  him  a  place 
between  Homer  and  VirgiL 

Productions  fo  various,  and  efforts  of  genius 
fo  great,  produced  at  length  flxong  fenfations 
on  the  minds  of  mankind ;  and  all  Europe  ap- 
plauded the  fuperior  talents  of  M.  dc  Voltaire. 
Yet  muft  it  not  be  fuppofed  he  was  fpared  by 
jealoufy  and  envy ;  they  (harpfened  all  their  darti 
to  wound.    That  innate  fpiiit  of  independence 
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in  mankind,  which  infpires  them  with  avcrfion 
he  authority  the  moft  legitimate,  made  thena 
irvolt  with  ftill  greater  bittemefs  againft  a  fupe* 
riority  of  talents,  which,  wanting  ftrength,  they 
could  not  attain.     But  the  clamours  of  envy 
were  drowned  in  the  acclamations  of  applaufe. 
Men  of  letters  thought  themfelves  honoured 
by  the  acquaintance  of  this  great  man.     Who- 
ever was  philofopher  enough  to  efteem  nothing 
fo  much  as  perfonal  merit,  placed  M.  de  Vol* 
taire  far  above  thofe  whofe  anceftors,  tides, 
pride,  and  wealth  conftitute  their  whole  worth* 
M.  de  Voltaire  was  one  of  the  fmall  number 
of  philofophers  who  may  fay,  Onmia  micum  porto. 
Princes,    fovereigns,    kings,    and    emprefles^ 
heaped  on  him  marks  of  their  efteem  and  admi- 
cation.     Not  that  we  pretend  to  infinuate  that 
the  grandees  of  the  earth  are  thofe  who  b^ 
can  eftimate  merit ;  but  the  fad  at  leaft  proves 
the  fame    of  our  author   to  be   fo  generally 
eftabliflied,  that  the  chiefs  of  nations,  far  from 
contradifting    the  public  voice,  imagined   it 
their  duty  to  join  in  approbation. 

But  as  in  this  world  good  is  every  where  in- 
termingled  with  evil,  it  happened  that  M.  de 
Voltaire,  alive  to  the  univerlal  applaufe  which 
he  enjoyed,  was  not  lefs  fo  to  the  ftings  of  thofe 
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infefts  that  wallow  in  the  mud  of  the  waters  of 
Hippocrene  ♦.  /  Far  from  puniftiing,  he  im- 
mortalized them^  by  admitting  their  obfcure 
names  a  place  in  his  works. 

But  the  befpattering  he  received  from  them 
was  trifling,  compared  to  the  more  violent  per- 
iecutions  he  endured  from  ecclefiaflics ;  who^ 
being  profeffionally  the  minifters  of  peace, 
Ought  to  pradtife  nothing  but  charity  and  bene* 
volence.  Blinded  by  falfe  zeal,  and  brutalized 
by  fanaticifm,  they  feize  their  prey,  and  hj 
calumniating  wi(h  to  deftroy.  Their  ignorance 
rendered  their  plan  abortive ;  wanting  know- 
ledge, they  confounded  ideas  the  mod  evident ; 
fo  that  palTages  in  which  our  author  infinuated 
toleration,  were  by  them  interpreted  to  contain 
the  dogmas  of  atheifm  :  and  this  fame  Voltaire, 
who  had  exerted  all  the  refources  of  his  genius 
powerfully  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  a  God, 
heard  himfelf,  to  his  great  aftoniOimept,  accufed 
of  denying  that  exiftence.  The  devout,  who 
thus  fo  mal-adroitly  (hed  their  gall  |over  him, 
met  with  approbation  among  people  of  their 
own  clafs,  but  not  among  thoie  who  had  the 
leaft  tindture  of  the  art  of  reafoning.     His  true 

*  The  metaphor  is  his  majeRy's ;  the  reader  will  judge  for 
himfelf  how  for  it  is  aDowable^  recollc6ling  the  poetic  punty 
«f  thefe  fabulous  waters*        T. 
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crime  confifted|in  not  having  cowardly  difguiC. 
cd,  in  his  hiftory,  the  vices  of  fo  many  pontiffs 
who  had  diQionoured  the  church ;  becaufe  he 
had  faid,  with  Paul  Sarpi,  Fleuri,  and  numerous 
others,  that  the  paffions  often  have  greater  in- 
fluence, on  the  conduft  of  priefts,  than  the 
infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  becaufe,  in  hi* 
works,  he  infufed  horror  into  the  minds  of  his 
readers  againft  the  abominable  maflacres  which 
hKe  zeal  had  committed ;  and  finally  becaufe 
be  treated  with  contempt  thofe  unintelligible 
and  frivolous  quarrels,  to  which  divines  of  every 
fed  attach  fo  much  importance* 

To  finifli  the  pifture,  let-  us  add  that  all 
the  works  of  M.  de  Voltaire  fold  as  foon  M 
they  came  from  the  prefs ;  while,  at  the  fame 
time  biftiops  beheld,  with  holy  vexation,  their 
paftoral  letters  worm-eaten,  or  rotting  in  the 
fhops  of  the  bookfellers.  Thus  did  the  imbe- 
cillity  of  priefts  reafon :  their  ftupidity  might  be 
pardoned,  did  not  their  ill-drawn  conclufions 
injure  the  peace  of  mankirid.  Truth  is  obliged 
to  fay,  that  logic  fo  felfe  is  fufficient  to 
charadterize  beings  fo  vile  and  contemptible  ; 
who,  publicly  profcfling  to  fub^iie  their  reafon, 
are  openly  divorced  from  common  fenfe. 

Since  we  are  here  juftifying  M,  de  Voltaire, 
we  ought  not  to  conceal  any  of  the  accufations 
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brought  againft  him.  Bigotry  imputed  to  him 
the  crime  of  having  diffemiiuted  the  opinions 
of  Epicurus,  Hobbs,  WoUafton,  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  and  other  philofophers.  But  is  it  not 
evident  that,  far  from  confirming  thefe  opinions, 
by  thofe  remarks  which  others  are  free  to  add, 
he  fatisfied  himfelf  with  ftating  fads,  the  de* 
cifion  on  which  he  left  to  his  readers  ?  Befide, 
if  the  foundation  of  religion  be  truth,  wh^t  has 
religion  to  apprehend  from  all  that  falfehood 
can  invent?  Of  this  M.  de  Voltaire  was  fo 
well  convinced  that  he  did  not  fuppofe  the 
doubts  of  a  few  philofophers  could  be  fuperior 
to  divine  infpiration,     . 

But  let  us  extend  our  remarks  ;  let  us  com- 
pare  the  morality  which  prevails  through  hJs 
works  to  that  of  his  perfecutors.  Men  ought 
to  love  each  other,  faid  he,  like  brothers ;  their 
duty  is  mutually  to  aid  each  other,  while  fup- 
portiog  the  burthen  of  life,  in  which  the  fum  of 
evil  is  greater  than  the  fum  of  good.  Their 
opinions  are  as  different  as  their  countenances. 
Far  from  perfecuting,  becaufe  they  do  not  think 
alike,  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  reftifying 
the  judgment*  of  thofe  who  are  in  error,  by 
reafoning,  without  fubftituting  fire  and  flames 
to  argument ;  and,  in  a  word,  they  ought  to  be* 
have  toward  their  neighbour,  as  they  wifli  their 

VOL.  XIII.  LI  neighbour 
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neighbour  (hould  behave  toward  them.  Is  fhU 
the  language  of  M*  de  Voltaire,  or  of  the  holy 
gofpel  ?  Let  us  contraft  this  with  the  praftical 
morality  of  hypocrify,  or  of  falfc  zeal,  which  thus 
expreflcs  itfelf : — ^We  muft  exterminate  thof« 
who  do  not  think  as  we  wilh  them  to  think  ;  we 
muft  be  the  terror  of  fuch  as  endeavour  to  un« 
mafk  our  vices  and  our  ambition  ;  let  God  be 
the  buckler  of  our  iniquities ;  let  men  deftroy 
each  other,  let  blood  flow.  What  matters  this 
to  us,  provided  our  authority  do  but  increafe  ? 
Let  us  paint  an  implacable  and  cruel  God,  that 
the  cuftom  duties  of  Purgatory  and  Paradife 
may  augment  our  revenues.  Thus  does  reli- 
gion too  often  take  advantage  of  the  palBons  of 
men,  and  perverfely  turn  fources  the  moft  pure 
to  be  the  fountain  of  ill. 

The  caufe  of  M.  de  Voltaire  being  fuch  as 
we  have  ftated,  he  gained  the  fentence  of  ap- 
plaufe  at  every  tribunal  over  which  reafon,  in- 
ftead  of  myftical  fophiftry,  prefided.  Whatever 
pcrfecution  he  might  endure  from  theological 
hatred,  he  failed  not  to  diftinguifti  religion  itfelf 
from  thofe  by  whom  religion  is  diflionoured.  To 
the  ccclefiaftics,  whofe  virtues  w#re  the  true  or- 
naments of  the  church,  he  rendered  juftice  j  he 
blamed  none  but  fuch  as,  by  the  perverfity  c£ 
their  mofals,  became  abhorred  of  mankind. 

Thus. 
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Thus  did  M.  de  Voltaire  pafs  his  life  amid 
the  perfecutions  of  thofe  who  envied  him>  and 
tae  admiration  of  his  enthuHafls,  without  being 
humbled  by  the  farcafms  of  the  former,  or  in- 
flated .by  the  applaufes  the  latter  beftowed :  he 
was  (atisfied  with  inftru<fUng  the  world  s  and,  by 
lus  writings,  wiidi  infpiring  the  love  of  letters 
^d  qf  man.  Not  contjented  with  giving  moral 
precepts,  he  preached  benevolence  .by  example. 
He  it  was  who  courageouily  ftood  .forth  the 
defender  of  the  unhappy  ^mily  of  Calas,  who 
pleaded  (h?  caufe  of  the  Sirvens,  and  wrefted  them 
^om  the  baijbarous  power  of  their  judges ;  nay, 
had  he  poflefled  the  gift  of  ipiracles,  he  would 
have  .rajf^d  the  chetaliej:  La  Barre  from  the 
4eadr  How  nqbl^  a  pifture  is  a  philofophjer, 
buried  in  retreat,  pleading  ^Ipud  th^  c^ufe  of 

• 

humanity,  and  obliging  judg^  to  repeal  th? 
fcntences  of  injuftic^  J  H^4  M.  de  Voltaire 
4one  nothing  more,  he  would  have  merited  a 
place  among  thfft  fniaU  number  who  are  juftly 
esteemed  the  true  benefactors  of  men.  Thus 
we  fee  philofophy  and  religion  in  concert  point 
to  the  road  of  virtue.  Examine  who  is  the  mo(% 
a  chriftian-^he  magiftrate  who  cruelly  forces  a 
family  into  banifhment,  or  the  philofopher  who 
welcomes  and  yields  it  fupport ;  the  judge  who 
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employs  the  fword  of  law  to  aflaffinace  the 
thoughlefsj  but  not  guilty^  or  the  fage  who 
weuld  fave  the  life  of  youths  that  he  might  cor- 
red  his  errors ;  the  executioner  of  Caks^  or  the 
protedor  c^that  miferable  £unily  ? — ^Thefe^  gen* 
tlemen^  are  fads  which  will  render  the  memory 
of  M.  de  Voltaire  for  ever  dear  to  thofe  who 
have  feeling  hearts,  and  minds  capable  of  emo- 
tion. Precious  as  the  gifts  of  undeiHandiag,  ima* 
ginationj  elevated  genius,  and  exteniive  know- 
ledge are,  thefe  gifts,  of  which  nature  is  but 
rarely  prodigal,  are  not  fuperior  to  afts  of  hu- 
manity and  benevolence ;  the  firft  are  admired^ 
the  fecond  blefled  and  revered. 

However  painful,  gentlemen,  it  may  be  to 
me,  ever  to  be  fcparated  from  M.  de  Voltaire, 
I  feci  the  moment  approach  at  which  I  am 
obliged  to  renew  that  affliftion  in  you  which 
his  lofs  has  occafioned.  We  left  him  peaceful 
at  Ferncy :  affairs  of  perfonal  intereft  induced 
him  to  remove  to  Paris,  where  he  hoped  to  ar- 
rive foon  enough  to  fave  fome  remains  of  his 
fortune  ftom  a  bankruptcy  in  which  he  was 
involved.  He  wi(hed  not  again  to  appear  in 
his  country  with  an  empty  hand.  His  time,  which 
he  divided  between  philofophy  and  the  bellea 
lettres,  fumi(hed  him  a  number  of  works,  fome 

of 
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of  which  he  always  had  in  referve.  Having 
compofed  a  new  tragedy^  the  fubjeA  of  which 
is  Irene^  he  was  defirous  to  have  it  aded  on 
the  theatre  of  Paris.  It  was  his  cuflom  to  fub* 
jed  his  pieces  to  the  moft  fevere  examination^ 
before  he  expofed  them  to  public  exhibition. 
In  conformity  to  thefe  principles^  he  confulted 
all  the  men  of  tafle  with  whom  he  was  acquaint- 
ed at  Paris :  facrificing  vain  felf-love  to  the  de- 
fire  of  rendering  his  labours  worthy  of  pofterity, 
liftening  to  the  found  advice  of  criticifm^  he 
endeavoured  with  ardent  and  fingular  zeal  to 
render  his  tragedy  correft.  He  paiTed  whole 
nights  in  new  modelling  his  work;  and  whether 
it  were  to  ward  off  fletp,  or  to  reinvigorate  his 
mind,  he  made  an  immoderate  u£e  of  coffee : 
fifty  cups  per  day  were  fcarcely  fufficicnt.  This 
liquor  threw  his  blood  into  the  moft  violent  agi- 
taticMi,  and  brought  on  heat  fo  exceflive  that, 
to  calm  this  kind  of  inflammatory  fever,  he  had 
recourie  to  opiates,  of  which  he  took  ftrong 
dofes.  Far  fi-om  removing  the  difeafe,  thefe 
did  but  accelerate  his  end.  Soon  after  having 
taken  this  medicine  with  fo  litde  precaution,  a 
fpecies  of  palfy  became  manifeft ;  and  this  was 
followed  by  an  apopleftic  ftroke,  which  tcrmi* 
nated  his  life. 

6  Though 
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Though  M.  de  Voltaire  was  feeble  in  confti^ 
tution^  and  though  grief>   care^  and  exceffive 
iapplicadon,  had  contributed  to  weaken  it^  he 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-four.    Mind  was  in 
him  continually  fuperior  to  matter ;  the  ftrength 
of  his  foul  communicated  vigour  to  a  body  al* 
inoft  tranfparent.   His  meipdry  was  jotohiflung^ 
and  be  preCerved  all  the  Acuities  of  his  mind 
aod  imagination  to  his  lad  figh.    With  what 
joy,  gentlemen,  (hall  I  bring  to  your  recolJec* 
tion  thofe  teftimonies  of  admiration^  and  gratis 
tude,  which  the  people  of  Paris  rendered  to  this 
great  man,  during  his  laft  refideoce  in  his  coun- 
try !   Uncommon  as  it  is,  how  delightful  is  it  to 
fee  the  pbbljc  cquitabje ;  to  fee  them  render 
jvifUce  during  life  to  thofe  extraordinary  beings^ 
whoQi  nature  is  pleafed  Only  to  produce  at  dif- 
tant  periods,  that  they  may  receive,  even  from 
t|>eir  cotemporarjes,  tjie  applaufes  tjiey  are  cer- 
tain to  obtain  from  pofterity !   It  might  well  be 
expe^ed  that  a  rtian  who  l^d  employed  the 
whole  fagacity  of  his  genius  to  celebrate  the 
glory  of  his  nation,  (hould  f)hd  fome  rays  revert-  ' 
ed  back  upon  himfel£    Thus  the  French  felt; 
and,  by  their  enthufiafm,  rendered  themfelves 
wordiy  of  partaking  the  luftf  e  their  countrymar\ 
had  (hed  upon  them  and  their  age« 

7  Yet 


